
BAD JVIGHT OUT

By Iuris Jostins
WHERE ONCE stood an unobtru-
sive Irish pub, it is now impossible
to miss the neon-lit monstrosity on
Derby Road, perfectly in tune with
the Dance Centre, that pine place
and the newly elegant Darjeeling.

The Hand and Heart has always
been a hole - quite literally a hole in
the ground, the back room cut into
the rock where you could enjoy a
game of pool or billiards and sit
down between games, the front bar
full of Irish people, not packed.

Capitalism is to blame! Choose a
market to aim for (or create your own
market, if youôre really clever),
spend loads of money doing up a
place to draw in your market - and lie
back and listen to those cash regis-
ters ring.

There seems to be a permanent
tide of people þowing and ebbing
through the Scamps-like doors.
What the implications of this are, I
canôt say. On entering, first impress-
ions conýrm initial suspicions - the
place is packed, and of course there
are the usual inconsiderate buggers
who sit pretty at the bar all night
whilst we, the people, bob about be-
hind them trying to attract the bar
staffô s attention soôs we can part with
our 68p for a pint of bitter.
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The front part is packed, but the
adventurous can explore deeper -
and deeper is the word. The back
cave has been extended, or appears
to have been, and seating is still
sparse. Students abound in the no.-
ticeably more breathable atmos-
phere. A bar has been installed i.n
-this section, at which it is possible to
get served quickly - if you can stand
its appearance: looking like it was
bought at Habitat, the actual counter
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is bright red and the area behind it is
so neat, clean, modern and sterile it
raises both suspicions and prices.

Next to this tunnel is a darts room,
looking totally out of place; still, it
brings in the darts-playing puntersô
Ã5, as does the chocolate machine.
Passing this with just a cursory
glance, we mount the stairs and won-
der: are we in the county library or
some ofýce block? No, must be
right: ñLounge Barò, announces the
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Look what they've done to my pub , ma
sign, and in we go.

Resisting the temptation to turn
and þee to the sanity of the Falcon,
we enter further and are again struck
by the efýciency of the air condition-
ing. Bland, neutral back-ground
music doesnôt compete with the hap-
py murmurings of what could easily
be stereotype secretaries, aspirants
to executivedom and, of course, stu-
dents - but stereotypes are lies in-
vented for the purpose of drawing
them en masse to places like the
ñnewò Hand and Heart.

Itôs an odd gazebo, strongly re-
miniscent of an airport bar - you
wouldnôt be too surprised to see jum-
bos screaming up Derby Road. Cer-
tainly, itôs quite original, but the
question begs: who wants to peer out
over Derby Road except to long to be
eating a curry across the road.

The window is greenhouse in-
spired and indeed would better serve
as such. I was surprised to ýnd
woodwork in there, but a good
attempt has been made to make it
look like plastic, and the absence of
real poseurs was somewhat dis-
appointing.

On the whole, totally uninspiring,
sterile, liked by many. Plus points
for the air-conditioning. W ,3
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NOTTINGHAZI/PS
ALTERNATIVE

PAPER NEEDS YOUE!

*Buy it! And get your friends to !
*Sell it! (at a discount!) in your group,
workplace or trade union branch.
*Use it! Tell us about your meetings,
campaigns, demonstrations,
publications, performances, exhibitions
(deadline for next issue: 9th March).
*Keep us informed! Stories, leads,
rumours - anything you think needs
exposing or inoestigating.

*_Yoin us! Writing, research,
illustrations, typing, layout, collation,
distribution, accounts, office work. Eoen
a couple of hours an issue would help.
*Gioe us financial support! We need
about Ã200 an issue. Make a donation.
Ask your group or union branch to make
a donation (cheques to ñCitywiseò,
address below). Git:-e regularly if you
can. Fill in the banker stô order. As little
as Ã1.00 a month would help.
*Adoertise! Contact us at our address or
ôphone number and ask for our rates.

*And - please! - gioe us your comments,
encouragement and support! O
 

O Mail for Cityroise can be sent or
handed in to our mail-only address:
Citytoise, Box B Mushroom, 10 Heath-
cote Street, Nottingham NG1 3AA.
O óPhone messages should go direct
to Citywise on Nottingham 864655
(contact for this issue only).
 

NEXT ISSUE
hþarch 17th

OPEN MEETING
7.30 p.m.

14th February
T 81 GWU

259 Mansfield Rd
. 

The Citywise alternative
CITYWISE is Nottinghamôs alterna-
tive paper - alternative to the estab-
lished media and the established
views they present.

Our pages are open particularly to
groups whose access to the conven-
tional media is limited, such as
womenôs groups, black groups, trade
unions, the peace movement, gay
groups, environmental groups, and
tenantsô associations and other com-
munity groups.

Our guiding principle is that self-
determination and freedom from
oppression and exploitation are
everyoneôs right, and that concentra-
tions of wealth and power are its
chief enemies.

Within this framework, we cover
the widest variety of action and opin-
ion. Where possible, groups and in-
dividuals are asked to speak for
themselves, and editing is kept to a
minimum. However, we reserve the

right to reject or amend anything
libellous, racist, sexist or inaccurate,
and to edit down articles which are
too long. Contributors should give
an address and, if possible, a ôphone
number, so we may consult them ab-
out alterations.

We prefer articles to be signed (by
an individual or group), though we
accept that sometimes there are
good reasons not to.

We ask contributors to check their
facts carefully. We also ask readers
to let us know if they ýnd inaccur-
acies - we prefer to get things right,
and we are always willing to publish
corrections.

Citywise is run collectively and in-
formally. New people are always
welcome, though of course they
should be in sympathy with our aims.
Readers are invited to our open
meetings, announced in each
issue. O

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Citywise will appear 8 times a year in-
itially (later, we hope to gomonthly).
Weôd like you to subscribe Ã3.25,
which will bring you the next 8 issues
by post (extra donations are wel-
comel). Special offer! Subscribe now,
and if you missed issues 1 and 2, weôll
send them free!

Send to: Citywise, Box B,
Mushroom, 10 Heathcote Street, Not-
tingharn.

BANKERSô ORDER
If you wish to make a Bankersô Order, please fill in the form below and return it
to Citywise.

Name ............................................... ..

Address ........................................... ..

Name ................................................... ..

Address................................................ ..

Amount enclosed ................................ ..

Please send/do not send me issues 1
and 2.
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Your Bank and Address . ......................................................................................... ..

Account No. ............................................................................................................. ..

Please pay on .................................................................... .. (date of first payment)
and each subsequent month until this order is cancelled in writing, the sum of

E .. .............................................................. for credit to the account of CITYWISE

Signed ...................................................................................................................... ..

Date ................................................. ..
(*cross out which does not apply)

Send to: Citywise, Box B, Mushroom, 10 Heathcote Street, Nottingham NG1 3AA

2 Published by the Citywise Collective, Box B, Mushroom, 10 Heathcote Street, Nottingham

NEWS

Claimants forced into sub-standard lodgings

By CHAR (Campaign for the
Homeless and Rootless)

DHSS OFFICES in Nottingham are forc-
ing single homeless claimants to live in sub-
standard, overcrowded lodging houses. A
recent research st1idy* has highlighted the
problem. It shows that DHSS policy con-
centrates claimants into a handful of com-
mercial board and lodging properties at the
rock bottom end of the market, and denies
them a chance of a reasonable standard of
accommodation.

Supplementary beneýt claimants living in
lodging houses, hostels or bed and breakfasts
get their board and lodging charges paid, but
only up to a limit imposed by local DHSS
ofýces. This limit, or ñceilingò, is the prob-
lem. In Nottingham, it currently stands at
Ã56 weekly for full board (Ã8 daily for a bed
and three mealsl). The DHSS refuses to pay
any more than this, and the claimants only
recourse is to go to an appeal tribunal, which
will usually take several months to be heard.

The DHSS has issued guidelines to its loc-
al ofýces on how to set the ñceilingò. The
beneýt ofýcer is supposed to consult local
ýrms, lodging houses, welfare agencies, the
local press etc. in order to set the limit. The
amount allowed should be enough for the
claimant to obtain accommodation of ñno
more than a suitable standardò and provid-
ing reasonable value for money. This is
meant to remove the poorest and most ex-
pensive establishments from consideration.

In practice, because the DHSS seldom fol-
lows its own guidelines, the ñceilingò is in-
variably set too low and claimants are forced
into the poorest accommodation. One
claimant reported sharing a room with four
others, with no lock on the door or wardrobe
space.

Our research study followed DHSS guide-
lines and came up with the following start-
ling ýgures for Nottingham:

Of 53 properties surveyed, only two
charged Ã56 or less.
29 properties had to be excluded, half
because they were too expensive, and a
quarter because they would not accept
the unemployed.
The average weekly board and lodging
charge of those included was Ã87.

If the ñceilingò were to be raised from Ã56
to Ã87 (a 56% increase), the number of prop-
erties of a reasonable standard available to
single homeless claimants would rise from
two to thirteen.

Rights and housing agencies in Newcastle,
Sheffield and London have presented similar
evidence to the DHSS and have succeeded in
raising substantially their local board and
lodging ceilings. '

In Nottingham, the DHSS has remained
unmoved. It says the Ã56 ñceilingò is adequ-
ate and that local office managers would be
willing to consider individual cases on merit.
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This is plainly not good enough. If Not-
tinghamôs growing single and homeless
population is not to be conýned to a tiny
number of wholly inadequate lodging
houses, the DHSS ñceilingò must be raised
immediately.
* Report available from Nottingham CHAR,
tel. 788312 (Richard Morfett). CHAR meets
every second Tuesday of the month at the New
Market Hotel, Lower Parliament Street, at
6.00 p.m. O
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Tory 'joke'
tu rns sou r
By Paul Lovejoy

A NEWSLETTER including a ñHomosex-
ual Commie Subversive Top 20òô has
brought widespread condemnation of Not-
tingham University Conservative Associa-
tion (NUCA). The newsletter, entitled Cli-
max, appears to have been intended as a
Christmas ñjokeôò, and circulation was to
be limited to NUCA members. However,
subsequent leaks have brought complaints
to the Studentsô Union, and disciplinary
action has led to a Ã30 ýne for one of the
editorial board.

The list includes the comments ñOxbridge
?nd _a real benfilerò, ñCp%m]i(e atnd a bloody
oreignerò, an ñsexua 'n a out minor-

itiesò against the names of staff members.
The newsletter invites readers to ñmonitor
the activities of all your lecturers and report
any subversive activityò. Elsewhere in the
publication, a list of ýctitious meetings is
detailed, including one entitled ñElectoral
Reform - How to Keep the Nig Nogs out of
the Democratic Processò.

University authorities have sought to p%ay
down the affair as merely the result o a
drinking bout. However, NUCA are known
to be organising public meetings with speak-
ers such as Enoch Powell and Harvey Proctor
during February.

Labour blasts Euro- P
By Ion Brain

LOCAL LABOUR PARTY ofýcials have
blasted the defection of Nottinghamôs
Euro-MP Michael Gallagher to the SDP as
an act of ñblatant and cynical oppor-
lunismò.

Gallagher, the cityôs representative in
Strasbourg since 1979, quit the Labour Party
in December, claiming that a group of left-
wing militants, bent upon the destruction of
the European Parliament, were plotting to
block his reselection.

He recently re-emerged to announce that
he would be ýghting the forthcoming Euro-
elections on behalf of the Social Democrats.

But the constituency Labour Party are
now saying that the MPôs allegations of ex-
tremism within their ranks are totally un-
founded and simply a cover-up for the real
reason for the change in his allegiances.

ñThe truth of the matter is that the new
boundary changes have made the Notting-
ham seat a particularly difýcult one for
Labour to win,ò party agent Ron Stevenson
told Citywise.

ñThis, plus the strong possibility that he

might not win this nomination anyway, has
meant that Gallagher has been fishing
around for a safer seat for a long time now.
By his recent actions heôs proved that heôs an
opportunist who has used the Labour
Party.ò

Left-winger Ken Coates will now ýght the
seat for Labour, a choice seized upon by
Gallagher as conclusive proof of the ñplotò to
wreck the Strasbourg Parliament, as Coates
is well-known for his opposition to the EEC.

Ron Stevenson denies that there is any
inconsistency in the new Labour candidateôs
position.

ñYes, itôs true that Ken Coates is opposed
to the Common Market in its present form,
but then this is perfectly in line with national
party policy on the matter.

ñIt is absurd to suggest that he plans to
disrupt the Parliament, however. On the
contrary, Ken sees this as an opportunity to
unite socialist groups in Europe behind the
peace movement.ò

And Stevenson has a warning for Michael.
Gallagherôs new political hosts.

ñI feel sorry for the SDP. Gallagherôs
Hyloyalties donôt lie anywhere - heôll use a

political party to achieve his own ends.ò
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