
BAD NIGHT OUT

By Juris Jostlns

FIRST the good news. The jacuzzi
is free! If you part with one
hundred notes a year to join the
Royal Hotel Leisure Club.

Thatôs about it for the good
news. Why did they build that
huge hotel and multi-storey car
park when theycould have built a
car park twice the size? Verily, the
workings of capitalism are strange.

Initial impressions are
favourable - there is a choice of
doors to enter the Royal Hotel:
ñrevolvingò or the more
conventional ñhingedò variety.
Great, in we go. The entrance
lobby is pleasant enough - if you
like red. ltôs very red. Onwards
past the young men dressed as
bouncers and up the stairs in
search of a bar.

Stop. Restaurant baró? Steak
bar? Coffee baró? Wine bar? All we
are saying is give us a pint. The bar
bar is behind bars - people caged in
to stop them overþowing into the
central aisle. However, there are
no free seats, so we have to sit in
the aisle anyway.

After paying what we expected
for a glass of ale - too much - we
find a spare plant pot and sit
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down. A chance to take it all in;
and thereôs a fair bit to take in.

A huge windowless corridor
conveys the impression of a
subterranean film set, the sort of
place baddies in Bond films tend to
hang out in. Itôs as if the designer
attempted to be as ridiculous as
possible just for the hell of it. It
may be someone's idea of a joke
(in which case itôs mildly amusing)
but either way one is struck by the
senselessness of it all.
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Opposite our brick plant pot is a
little Mediterranean house: white
walls, red tile roof. ñTheyôre not
real tiles.òñYes, they are.ò Check
it out. They are. What about these
huge stone pillars down the aisle
(are they to stop roller skating?).
They look real. Knock knock.
Wood. Oh, look. Thereôs a little
balcony. Itôs only big enough for
Juliet, and anyway, itôs decorative.
Thereôs an overkill of foliage
(real). But what about the people.
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Are they real?
Well, they can certainly afford

real soap. The smell of a million
dead animals assails the nostrils.
Everybody is so clean and
wholesome. Itôs not really a
ñposhò dive, but prices tend to
exclude non-earners. Here are
Mrs. Thatcherôs ñworking people
of this country" - work like a slave
for 5 days, then blow it in an
evening of consume, consume,
consume. Freedom of choice, I
think itôs called.

Periodically, a voice comes over
the public address to Mr So-and-so
(nearly always Mr) that his table
for however many is ready. Itôs
like at the DHSS, everyone can see
who rises up to face the enemy
next.

There appear to be two types of
clientele. The older ones look as if
theyôre going to make a night of it -
perhaps a meal, a celebration.
Thereôs a higher turnover of young
people. They enter in packs, and
half an hour later theyôre passing
in the opposite direction. Being
young, we join them, to wake up
from the dream; yegads, thereôs no
dartboard.O

Bad night out rating: *
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AS THE GIGANTIC peardrop smashed
into the wafer-thin walls of Valhalla-on-
the-Hill, the assembled congregation
observed a minuteôs silence and then
cheered, ecstatically. At last Balloon
Wood was coming down!

Despite this exhibition of instant
destruction, the removal of this blot on the
landscape is proving somewhat difficult.
For a start, the bloody place is oozing with
damp, and if youôve ever tried þattening a
soaking wet cardboard box, youôll
understand the sort of problem Balloon
Wood poses. Every time that concrete
peardrop smashes into a wall, thereôs a dull
thud, it buckles and great gobs of green
water come splurging out the other side!

Since demolition by explosives is out of
the question (Wollaton having the highest
concentration of cardiac pace-makers in
the City), the Council have a problem on
their hands.

Itôs now being suggested that if God had
meant us to pull down Balloon Wood he
wouldnôt have created capillary action, so
maybe the place should stay erect and be
converted into a wildlife preserve.
Apparently itôs crawling with all manner of
exotic bacteria, fungi and swamp culture
and is mentioned in Bellamyôs óBotanyô as
an ideal environment in which to breed
alligators and an obsure specimen of leech.

And weôre told people used to live
there!

REPL YING TO a letter from NUJ
Nottingham Branch, condemning the
police search of investigative journalist
Duncan Campbellôs þat while he was in
hospital, Nottingham North MP Richard
Ottoway wrote:

ñI have to confess that I am notfamiliar
with the case ofDuncan Campbell - is he a
constituent ofmine? Perhaps you couldfill
me in with the necessary information.ò

WHAT DO YOU DO at the weekends if
youôre a police chief and youôve got half a

The Citywise
alternative

CITYWISE is Nottinghamôs alternative paper -
alternative to the established media and the
established views they present.

Our pages are open particularly to groups
whose access to the conventional media is
limited, such as womenôs groups, black groups,
trade unions, the peace movement, gay groups,
environmental groups, and tenantsô associations
and other community groups.

Our guiding principle is that self-
determination and freedom from oppression
and exploitation are everyoneôs right, and that
concentrations of wealth and power are its chief
enemies. .

Within this framework, we cover the widest
variety of action and opinion. Where possible,
groups and individuals are asked to speak for
themselves, and editing is kept to a minimum.
However, we reserve the right to reject or
amend anything libellous, racist, sexist or
inaccurate, and to edit down articles which are
too long. Contributors should give an address
and, if possible, telephone number, so we may
consult them about alterations.

We prefer articles to be signed (by an
individual or group), though we accept that
sometimes there are good reasons not to. -

We ask contributors to check their facts
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million coppers in your area to deal with
the miners? Well you canôt send them out
to the pits ôcos thereôs not much picketing
at 3.00 a.m. on a Saturday morning. You
can send them on a walkabout to scare the
wits out of city centre petty criminals (itôs
no fun flyposting when three quarters of
the late night population are blue ones).

Alternatively, if there was a órace riotô
and this led one hopeful police officer to
tell a city councillor that thereôd be no
problem drafting in a goodly number to
Hyson Green on the weekend that the
Cricket Players (a popular haunt for young
West Indians) closed down. Unfortunately
for the police, people didnôt hang round
the area much, so, reluctantly, it was back
to walking the streets.

A well-known Nottingham evening
paper pointed out the low level of crime at
weekends. What they didnôt report was
how difficult it was to get a police presence
when the pits went back. One local
business, reporting a break-in, was told
that police couldnôt come out for several
hours because too many were away at the
picket lines. They couldnôt spare any to

carefully. We also ask readers to let us know if
they find inaccuracies - we prefer to get things
right, and we are always willing to publish
corrections.

Citywise is run collectively and informally.
New people are always welcome, though of
course they should be in sympathy with our
aims. Readers are invited to our open meetings,
announced on this page in each issue.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
WHAT GOES PLOP every six weeks?
Answer - a subscription copy of Citywise on
your doormat.

Citywise comes out 8 times a year - a postal
subscription is Ã3.25. Weôre also asking people
to donate. Selling, as we do, over 1,000 copies,
weôre still dependent on advertising and
donations to break even. For the extra
donations you get nothing extra - just the
knowledge that itôs all for a good cause. And
you can tell your friends how generous you are!

If youôve missed the previous issues, weôll
send you issues 2, 3 and 4 at 25p each including
postage (issue 1 sold out).

Please subscribe by sending the appropriate
amount to our postal address: Citywise, Box B,
Mushroom, 10 Heathcote St, Nottingham NG1
3AA.

If you wish to donate regularly, a bankerôs
order is available on request.

Published by the Citywise Collective, Box B Mushroom, l0 Heathcote Street Nottingham

investigate crimes.
Speaking of police and miners, it was

quite touching that at the funeral of the
miner killed on the picket lines, there was a
wreath from the Notts. police. Any good
the gesture might have done had already
been lost at Thoresby. On the day after the
death, the picket line there was holding
two minutes silence in memory of their
colleague when they were charged by the
London heavy mob of police...

NOTTINGHAMôS Environmental Health
Department are the unsung heroes of local
government. Their duties are widespread
including, as their current leaþet says,
ñcanal boats, ragþock, disposal ofcertain
dead persons, chimney heightsò, and so
on. And ñzo0nosesò. What are zoonoses?
All queries please to the Department, not
Citywise.

MEANWHILE, back at Greenham
Common... In the last month, four
Nottingham women have gone to jail for
Greenham ñoffencesò. Three have served
short sentences at Risley for refusing to
pay fines for minor offences like
obstruction and are back in action again.
Ceri Walters will be coming out of
Holloway around May 8th (assuming full
remission), having been sent down for 30
days for criminal damage after Greenham
Common fence had a run in with her wire-
cutters. Shortly, two more local women
will be sent down for refusing to pay
Greenham fines when they were arrested
for trying to keep the peace. Write your
own last line to this paragraph.

IT WAS UNFOR TUNA TE that during
the national NUM demonstration in
Nottingham there were a number of cases
of sexual and racial harassment. Although
the harassment came from only a small
group of miners, it caused distress to those
involved and will not have increased
support for the strike.

ADVERTISING
Our advertising rates are very competitive - we
reach an estimated 3,000 readers. Please ask for
O11!ô l'3iúS.

SELLING
Can you take a few to sell within your group or
at a meeting? Discounts are available.

JOINING US
Weôre run collectively and weôre open to new
people. Writing, research, illustrations, typing,
layout, distribution, accounts - all are skills that
can be learnt...

MAIL
Mail for Citywise can be sent or handed in to
our mail-only address: Citywise, Box B,
Mushroom, 10 Heathcote St, Nottingham, NG1
3AA.

óPHONE MESSAGES
until the next issue should go direct to Citywise
on 864655 (evenings only).

OPEN MEETING
The next open meeting will be at 7.30 p.m. on
Thursday 17th May at the T & GWU, 259
Mansfield Road.

M I ERS' DISPUTE - SPECIAL REPORTS Y
Writing and research on minersô dispute
by Frank Turner, Graham Banks and
Stan Wells.

Labour fails to
condemn police

A BARE HANDFUL of Labour
councillors are opposed to the police
outrages in Nottinghamshire. About 7
were prepared to support a move by Mick
Wamer (Beeston S) that all spending on
the operation must come out of the
existing police budget, without increases.

They included George Miller (Stapleford
N&W), John Heppell (Basford), whose
position has improved since last year when
he told the county council he thought Our
Police were Wonderful, Arthur Palmer
(Carlton C), who still supports the Notts.
County Council Bill, Ian Clark (Radford)
and Fred Riddell (Bulwell W), chair of
Education, whose budget has been
drastically cut. Not normally deviating
from right-wing positions, Cllr Riddell has
been concerned at police behaviour and is
currently prepared not to ignore it. The
position of Viv Bell (Byron) is uncertain.

The rest are opposed outright to Mick
Warnerôs proposal, or just keeping their
heads well down. Warner and Palmer hold
seats vulnerable to the Tories, but they
show more guts than Michael Cowan
(Bilborough). His constant theme is that
opposing violent acts by police loses votes
(though he knows better ways of doing
that

otts. not 100%
scab area

STRIKING NOTTS. MINERS are
angry at the way the media have presented
the county as a 100% scab area. The NCB
itself, despite claims of normal working,
now admits that 6,000 miners are out, and
Arthur Scargill puts the figure at nearer
12,000. Production has been severely
disrupted at more than half a dozen pits,
such as Bolsover, Cotgrave, Creswell and
Ollerton.

At Cotgrave pit, where the majority are
now out, the Coal Board has upped bonus
payments. Miners who were getting Ã8 a
week bonus now find themselves on as
much as Ã30. But despite these desperate
carrots by the NCB, workers are coming
out of Notts. pits at a slow but steady rate.
At the time of writing (28 April), nearly
half of Bevercotes is out. Those coming
out are mainly face workers, leaving too
few going in to work the coal properly.

ñTheyôre stopping the night shift at
some places, taking the scabs going in off
that and putting them on to the day shift in
order to make up a full team at the face,ò
explains Bevercotes NUM branch secretary
Paul Whetton. ñCreswellôs already been
doing it for some time. If the Coal Boardôs
arguing pits are working normally, how
come theyôre knocking off the night shift
in order to make up a full team?ò O
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Kent miners arrive in Nottingham on April 13th. Photo by Mark Salmon. S

PICKETS ARRESTED in Notts. in March
were grilled about their politics by CID
personnel who refused to identify
themselves. The miners, from Kellingley
pit near Castleford, were arrested by
Cleveland police near Teversal colliery for
alleged ñobstructionò. They were taken to
a car park near Silverhill pit, each held
between two police officers and
photographed by polaroid camera. Each
picket was snapped between a different
pair of officers.

They were taken to Mansfield police
station where they were refused ôphone
calls (ñweôll come round to thatò). The
men were then probed closely on their
financial commitments. They were asked
to list bank loans, rent and mortgage
payments, HP commitments, any debts,
incomings and outgoings, a line of
questioning which has suggested to the
pickets that their interrogators were trying
to piece together an assessment of how
long miners could last on strike before
McGregor could starve them back to work.

What paper did they read? They read the
local rag. What about the Young Socialist
or the Morning Star? ñThen he says, who
did you vote for in your local NUM
branch?ò The picket said he was not
telling. ñThen he says, do you go to all
branch meetings?ò ñSometimes I do,
sometimes I donôt.ò The interrogators
were also obsessed with conspiracy
theories, asking, ñWho gives you money
to come picketing?" and ñWho sends
you?ò ñNo-one sends us.ò óThen how do
you know where youôre all going to go?ò
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The pickets were held in three cells
marked ñNUM chargedò, ñNUM
processedò, and ñNUM unprocessedò.
The processing in question was
remarkable. ñWhat do you reckon to
Scargill?ò ñHeôs alright.ò The detectives
then attempted to stir up resentment.
ñYou know youôre an idiot. You could
probably be here for the next 24 hours.
Scargill wonôt be here. Heôll be in a plush
office or some plush restaurant. What do
you think about his big plush Jaguar?ò
And so it continued. ñDid we class
ourselves as left-wing or extreme left-wing?
That was another question,ò recaôlled_T-the
pickets. "They said to one of our lads, Did
you vote for that Davy Miller, o.ur branch
secretary?ò t i

Each picket was subjected to about 25
minutes of politicaigliñquestioning,
conducted in a separate room and by other
personnel than those doing " the routine
questioning. Mansfield Policef Station is
the county headquarters of the -10-strong
Special Branch, which has?_been very active
in the minersô dispute. . 5' q
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Rumours have been -put about,
unattributably, that charges againstô the
Yorkshire pickets would be dropped if they
returned to work. This sortie-f crude tactic
has only stiffened their IBSOIYB-. ó

Notts. police are now carrying. out ñan
investigationò into the Kellingley picketsô
objections to their interrogation, on the
instructions of Home Office Minister
Douglas Hurd. The independence of this
has to be open to question, especially as an
unnamed Notts. police spokesperson, on
March 29, called political questioning
ñroutineò in industrial disputes. O
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