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By Lizzie Mint

YES, ITôS...óMADISONSô -
horrendous ónitespotô of
Nottingham.

I can not actually describe to
you the theme or design of the
interior, how clean the toilets were,
or how sexist the DJ was, for the
one time I attempted to pursue
enjoyment on the premises I was
not allowed past the inner door.
How, then, can I write on
óMadisonôsô? Very easily.

It was an extremely cold
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Winterôs night. Trent Polytechnic
student union, via one society
within that union, had hired
óMadisonsô for a ódoô. It was on
impulse that I decided to go along
with some friends who already had
tickets. Inside the vestibule I asked
the blonde moustached bouncer
guarding the inner door why I was
expected to purchase a normal
evening ticket priced over double
the S.U. price when I could
provide all the necessary proof that
I was indeed a student. The answer
I received was entirely
unsatisfactory and had something
to do with the house policy (i.e.
ripping-off the unwaged). The
bouncer pushed , me roughly
towards the pay desk. I bought a
ticket getting angrier by the
second. By the time I approached
that man again I was seething.

On presentation of the ticket
which I had begrudgingly bought I
asked the bouncer not to shove me
about again, for I thought it only
fair that one of the people whose
wages I had contributed to should
not throw rne about in return.
How naive. He told me to get my
coat from the cloackroom (which I
had paid the involuntary 20p for)
because there was no way I was
going into the club.

MUSHROOM
* 25,000 books in stock
-fiction, childr-en's books,
health, poetry, feminism,
anarchism, current affairs,
thirld world, gay writing,
vegetarianism, zen,
astrology..mainly paperbacks.
* We also sell cards, posters,
badges, magazines, and
papers.
* Book tokens sold and
exchanged.
* We can order any book in
print, quickly and efficiently
[note: we don't accept phone
orders and ask for a down
payment on ordered books].
* Library supply: we can
supply libraries and
institutions either from stock
or to order, normal library
supply terms apply.
* Open University set book
stockist.

10 Heathcote Street
Nottingham
Tel. 582506
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By this time the vestibule was
full of muggins students and the
faces of the students at the front of
the queue (which by then reached
the Theatre Royal) pressed against
the polaroid-type door as they
waited to be rudely and
patronisingly let in two or three at
a time by the rough bouncers. I

My anger knew no bounds. I
told the bouncer that unless he
came up with a good enough
reason for my expulsion I was
going nowhere. He said he didnôt
have to, it was within his power to
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New and second hand instruments

bought and sold

Our electronic department specialises in the
overhaul and repair of old and new valve

ampliýers

123/125 Mansýeld Road
Nottingham

throw me out if he so desired.
When I pursued my question
repeatedly he finally volunteered
that I was ólippyô. I suggested
nicely that perhaps I had
offeneded his silly macho pride. As
by then I had offended it more, he
offered with chivalry to carry me
off the premises. I told him that
this was precisely what he would
have to do.

By this time a few other smart
heavies were towering above me
and, with the exception of one, all
were impolite. In the midst of my
distress they collectively restored
my ticket money (not the
cloakroom money, though) and
bustled me out of their stylish
vestibule,

Once outside I complained that
one of my friends inside had my
key, and that I would be locked
out until three unless I retrieved it.
Those considerate men made me
wait until I could get it via one of
my other friends in the queue.
(This took another half hour in the
cold).
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I spent the walk home and the
whole night plotting how to
mutilate that blonde moustached
bouncer who had considered me
too unimportant (young, female
and a student) for respect.I

@f.tlto ="ó®lI'itèE.

m

'-ñ""*=.:r.-ð--ð'-|- um-I

Expert repairs to all musical instruments
including piano accordions

Specialising in:
Accordions Lutes Autoharps

Flageolets
Guitars I-Iarrnonicas Recorders
Banjos Violins Bodhrans
Mandolins Clarinets Dulcimers

Guitar lessons - All styles - Individual tuition
Ã2.95 per 1/2 hour
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Watch out for Rabbits!
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BACKSTREET
FIRSTLY, LETôS START with a story
which isnôt about 3,000 CND rioters laying
waste to Chilwcll. And where better to
start than the banking profession? The
story is simply this: one of the workers at a
local bank left, and as a going away
present to the rest of the staff a small
house plant was handed over and
gratefully received. For some time now the
staff have taken time off to make with the
Baby Bio, and in the hothouse conditions
of a bank this plant grew and grew. Noone
knew exactly what it was, but it did look a
bit like a tomato plant without the red bits.
And then people started thinking it
couldnôt possibly be...not growing in a
bank...onc of those plants, could it? Off
went a junior to check the likeness and yes,
it was. Backstreet won't stoop so low as to
name the bank; not unless weôre given
really big drinks.
AND SO T0 USAF Chilwell. All the
quecnôs horses and all the qucenôs men and
they still couldnôt keep the CND vandals
out. Letôs face it, the police blew it. Firstly
they just couldnôt keep the place secure.
The mass of barbed wire was easily cut
through or covered by the vast quantity of
carpets bought up theprevious day from
all the charity shops (the PDSA did very

1well.)
Eventually the police did give up at

many points along the wire. One
policeman took off his helmet and joined
in with a protestor practicing aerobics.
Another was heard jokingly offering
passage through the hole he was guarding
for 50p, while a third was directing people
to larger gaps in the fence.- Another officer
was seen happily lifting up the fence for
anyone wanting in.

DID YOU NOTICE that July 5th was a

The Citywise
alternative
CITYWISE is Nottinghamôs alternative paper-
alternativc to the established media and the
established views they present.

Our pages are open particularly to groups
whose access to the conventional media is
limited, such as womenôs groups, black groups,
trade unions, the peace movement, gay groups,
environmental groups, and tenantsô associations
and other community groups.
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Our guiding principle is that self-
determination and freedom from oppression
and exploitation are everyone's right, and that
concentrations of wealth and power are its chief
enemies.

Within this framework, we cover the widest
variety of action and opinion. Where possible,
groups and individuals are asked to speak for
themselves, and editing is kept to a minimum.
However, we reserve the right to reject or
amend anything libellous, racist, sexist or
inaccurate, and to edit down articles which are
too long. Contributors should give an address
and, if possible, telephone number, so'we may
consult them about alterations.

We prefer articles to be signed (by an
individual or group), though we accept that
sometimes there are good reasons not to.

We ask contributors to check their facts

national TUC Day of Action? This was in
support of the NHS on the occassion of its
36th birthday. You may be forgiven if you
missed it, as it was even more pathetic than
the usual TUC offering. Celebrations were
held in many hospitals. But for the massed
ranks of the working class outside the
NHS, what was on offer?

Would you believe that the only action
organised by the entire East Midlands
TUC for the whole of Nottinghamshirc
was a tiny gathering on the Council House
steps? Three nurses dressed up in Victorian
costumes, three NUPE full time officials,
two representatives of the Labour Party,
and a dozen Labour councillors who had
to be dragged out of meeting to make up
the numbers. They all sang happy birthday
to the NHS and that was it. And which was
the only organ of the local media that took
any interest? Yes, youôve guessed it. This
intrepid band of committed socialists
posed politely - for a photographer from
the Evening Post!
BUT THE REAL historic event on July
Sth was hardly noticed. This was the first
time the City Labour Group had ever
displayed a political banner on the front of
the Council House - saying óDefend your
National Health Serviceô. Itôs a pity it was
dwarfed by the much bigger banner on
Debenhams announcing óGreat Sale Now
On.ô

It was Tory leader Bill Bradbury who
predictably provided the event with its
greatest publicity by attacking the banner,
claiming ótheyôll be putting up a banner
supporting the miners nextô. Little did he
know that it nearly happened! Believe it or
not, Labour leader Betty Higgins had
completely outflanked the increasingly
soggy left on the City Labour group by
proposing the NHS banner went up on

carefully. óWe also ask readers to let us know if
they find inaccuracies - we prefer to get things
right, and we are always willing to publish
corrections.

Citywise is run collectively and informally.
New people are always welcome, though of
course they should be in sympathy with our
aims. Readers are invited to our open meetings,
announced on this page in each issue.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
WHAT cons PLOP as p
Answer - a subscriptioin copy of Citywise on
your doorrnat.

Citywise comes out 12 times a year - a postal
subscription is Ã3.25. Weôre also asking people
to donate. Selling, as we do, over 1,000 copies,
we"rc still dependent on advertising and
donations to break even. For the extra
donations you get nothing extra - just the
knowledge that itôs all for a good cause. And
you can tell your friends how generous you are!

If youôve missed the previous issuesô, weôll
send you the last three issues at 25p each inc.
postage. ' - -

Please subscribe by sending the appropriate
amount to our postal address: Citywise, Box B,
Mushroom, 10 Heathcote St, Nottingham NGI
3AA. .

lla-

If you wish to donate regularly, a bankerôs
order is available on request.

óMushroom address by 18 August. Please try to

July 5th and a banner about the minersô
óFood for Victoryô rally went up the
following day, subject only to the exact
wording being acceptable. And it would
have happened if the self-styled keeper of
the Cityôs socialist conscience, Richard
McCance, had not scored an own goal. He
refused to let it through on the nod and
demanded a vote. The group backed their
leader on the NHS banner, but not the
miners.
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óMô

Conversation overheard at the Nottingham
Peace Festival:
Policeman to First Aid person: óWeôre
keeping a low profile today but weôve got
some plain clothes men keeping an eye on
thingsô.

ADVERTISING
Our advertising rates are very competitive - we
reach an estimated 3,000 readers. Please ask for
ourrates. d

SELLING
Can you take a few to sell within your group or
at a meeting? Discounts are available.

JOINING US q  
Weôre run collectively and_ weôre open to new
people. Writing, research, lllustratrons, typing,
layout, distribution, accounts - all are skills that
can be learnt...
MAII. J
Mail for Citywise can be sent or handed in to
our mail-only address: Citywise, Box B,
Mushroom, 10 Heathcote St, Nottingham, NGI
3AA. -
Copy and letters for Citywise no. 8 to our

type contributions and include a word count.

óPHONE MESSAGES
until the next issue should go direct to Citywise
on Nottingham 413347.
OPEN MEETING
The next open meeting will be at 7.30 pm,
Thursday, 2 August at the TGWU offices, 259
Mansfield Road.

Published by Citywise Collective.
Printed by Bromar Press, 48 St. Maryôs Gate,
Nottingham. Tel 590238.

NEWS

Trouble onót bins
TROUBLE IS BREWING on the cityôs
bins. Residents around the city have
suffered a marked deterioration in the
refuse collection service over the last year.
Just before the last city elections large staff
cuts were forced on the unions and the
number of rounds was cut from 31 to 26
meaning a 20% increase in workload.

Crews are now expected to carry a large
plastic bin into peopleôs gardens and empty
their dustbins into it. This saves a double
journey taking the bin back. But it means
that refuse is tipped all over peopleôs
gardens and often in the street as well.

Because of the extra workload, up to
half the workers are off sick at any one
time. At one point last year, private
contractors had to be brought in to pick up
some of the backlog! Regular Saturday
overtime is having to be done to try and
catch up on the work not being done
during the week. This helps the vicious
circle of overwork leading to time off
which causes even more overwork for
those still at work. y

nstead of bins being picked up every
week, it is now up to 14 days between
collections.

The workforce is extremely demoralised
and it is not clear whether they are going to
stand up and fight or lie down and get
trampled into the ground.ô

Gay free sheet
GEM, THE MAGAZINE produced by the
G.E.M. collective and which ran for nine
issues, has now been replaced by a four
page free newsletter known as the GEM
Gay Freebie. A tenth (May) issue of GEM
Magazine was attempted, but problems
with printing forced it to be abandoned.

The magazine had always been fraught
wth problems, notably the demand for the
full-time involvement of one or two
members of the collective, and the
reluctance of certain Hotel and ólargest-
gay-club-outside-Londonô advertisers to
pay for their adverts.

The Gay Freebie is open to contributions
and comment at the GEM address: GEM
Box 11, 118 Mansfield Road, Nottingham.

Rail line to go
BR IS PROPOSING the closure of the
Trowcll link on the Nottingham - Sheffield
main line. The effects could be
devastating, with all longer journeys and
London traffic routed through Derby. One
NUR source put it like this: ñOnce Trowell
goes itôll be like the Mansfield line. Thcyôll
cut it off and sell the land.ò

At the same time, BR management is
undergoing a major shake-up, with the
middle tiers being ditched and more power
going to the regional centre in
Birmingham. It all adds up to a poorer rail
service. unless a camaign can stop it.O

rmy stunts d
FOLLOWING THE SUCCESS of
Reclaim Chilwell and the Peace Festival,
anti-war nuclear activity continued
throughout July with actions at the Forest
Army display and against the Central
Electricity Generating Boardôs testing of a
nuclear waste container in Leiccstershire.

Women for Peace, the Anarchist Group
and Forest Fields Peace Group attempted
to protest against the Army recruitment
gala on the Forest. Demonstrators climbed
on top of army lorries and sat down in
front of tanks before leaving as the army
display ended. The army tried to

isrupted
encourage local Hyson Green youths to
attack the protestors and rip down their
banners.

On 17 July a small group went over to
Leicestershire to protest against the Ã2
million train crash publicity stunt involving
a nuclear waste container. Whilst the
CEGB claimed the test a success, Friends
of the Earth said that the staged crash did
not alter the risk of leakage.

Nottingham protestors tried to rush on
to the testing site but were caught and
detained for some while, one being
handcuffed to a vehicle. They were later
released without charge.I
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MANY PEOPLE have been illegally
refused fumiture grants by the DHSS over
over the past three years, says the
Nottingham branch of CHAR, the
campaign for the single homeless. Anyone
who moved into unfurnished
accomodation and was refused a furniture
grant from 1981 up to April 27 1984 solely
on the grounds that ósuitable furnished
accomodationô was available was illegally
refused and should have been paid,
according to a recent decision of the Social
Security Commissioner.

Such people may still be able to get the
grant and should contact Hyson Green
Law Centre (tel 787813) or a local advice
agency for advice on how to claim, says
CHAR. .

The decision affected mainly single
people and childless couples. But after the
Commissionerôs ruling the government
changed the rules so that grants can now be
turned down legally!

Nottingham CHAR is be -king a
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I photo - Mark Salmon

national campaign to get the law changed
so that furniture grants can be paid purely
on the basis of need.

The present system is doubly ludicrous,
says CHAR, because not only does it force
people to remain in insecure bed and
breakfast or hostel accomodation, but it
also costs the state a lot more money to
keep them there as against the cost of an
unfurnished flat.O

People's bakery
THE PEOPLEôS BAKERY is scheduled to
open in September as the first Afro-
Caribbean bakery in Nottingham. It will be
run as a co-operative with assistance from
Notts Co-operative Development Agency,
supplying West Indian breads as well as
other types.

The co-op members are at present
looking at shop premises in Hyson Green.
The closest West Indian bakery to date is
in Birmingham.O -
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