BAD NIGHT OUT

Ismthat alright f'yars

GETTING into the Astoria is a real
shock-horror experience to the dole
cheque, with its steep £3 entrance
fee. After that the cheapish drinks
are little compensation.

Slip into the foyer - there the
first piece of nastiness starts as
my companion has her bottom smacked
by one of the bouncers as we go in.
It's THAT sort of place.

In the centre of the foyer lurks a
massive triffid-like plant, kept in
place by a ring seat circling 1it.
.0On the walls there are large mont-
age pictures made up from snapshots
of people purportedly enjoying
(read suffering?) previous nights
out here.

Into the main part of the club,
with its enormous dance floor ring-
ed with beer-barrel tables - each
sprouting a silly umbrella from its
centre.

Around the top of the dance floor
there's an upstairs balcony, with
its own bar, tables and seats. It
is there we retire to get a better
look at the proceedings. The cli-
entele consists mainly of the Club
18~30 set; given this we couldn't
resist shouting "DEAD ANT" over the
balcony to see what would happen.
Nothing. We were drowned out in
decibels (as was any attempt at
conversation). Below, hoardes of
young men, in their Burton's/C&A/
Jeff's suits and casual wear, were
prowling,either singly or in pairs.
Hungrily watching the women 1in
their high-heels and handbags.There
was even the compulsory medallion
man, in leather, bleached hair, and
a paint-on suntan.

You try to be human thinking that
this Jjust can't be true. But when
the whole dance floor becomes a
conga to something really nasty and

crond below is a very, very hard
one to resist. But you do so if
only because the bouncers (the usu-
al over-muscled gorillas in monkey
suits) wouldn't appreciate such
constructive criticism.

The DJs are certainly better than
well protected behind their bullet-
proof, bomb-proof, beerglass-proof;
radiation-proof and request-proof
glass screen, with enough controls
and flashing lights for them to be
able to man (person) NASA ground
control.

There's a horrendously huge scaf-
fold of disco lights firmly welded
to the ceiling, and stacks and
stacks of speakers everywhere. S0
that when clouds of smoke billow
out filling the dance floor one
gleefully supposes that it can only
be the lights and speakers burning
and fusing out, and that the whole
place is about to burn to the

ground (as in all the best horror
films). But not so - it's just
another cheap disco gimmick.

In fact, the whole nightmare in-
tensifies as they start to play an
extended, mega-mix, Stars-on-45
medley of all the most unbearably
naff and appalling pop music from
the past twenty years. Oh, Tie a
Yellow Ribbon Round the DJ's neck..

There is even Astoria's own Burger
Bar, offensive to vegetarians and
even to meat eaters once they clock
up the prices. But there is no
escape - from the all-pervading
music, the people, and, of course,
the ubiquitous TV monitor playing
pop-promo videos everywhere. It's
just so unbelievably dire.

Hey Barry, what do you call a man
with a hotel on his head? Norman
Tebbit.
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at full volume by Black Lace you i
find it impossible to forgive. Are

these people working miners, or
what? The urge to lean over the
balcony and throw up over the the
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WEL.COME TO issue no.l0 of Citywise.
Christmas has gone and we're still
here, but as usual we need all the
help we can get. So if you're
interested in any aspect of produc-
ing a radical, disrespectful, and
regular (hopefully) paper for Not-
tingham, this is your big chance.

There are many ways of getting

involved. Researching and writing
stories, typesetting, layout and
graphics, taking photos. Citywise

is run on a cllective basis, so the
more pecple involved, the wider the
range of views expressed and the
more varied the content.

Even if you can't commit yourself
on a regular basis, you can help by
advertising, putting us on to stor-
ies, or giving us information on
local events.

Come to our next open meeting,
details on this page, OT 4rop us:a

note... a phone call... telegram...
and keep on keeplng on...

PHONE MESSAGES
MAIL

CITYWISE HAS A NEW OFFICE. WE CAN 7EBg/r

NOW BE PHONED, WRITTEN TO AND
GENERALLY HARASSED AT 182 MANSFIELD
ROAD, NOTTINGHAM, NGl 3HU.(NOTTM
582561). ALL PREVIOUS ADDRESSES,
PHONE NUMBERS, ETC. SHOULD BE
FORGOTTEN (AS WE WON'T BE THERE!)

ADVERTISING

Our advertising rates are very com-
petitive - we reach an estimated
2,000 readers. Please ask for de-
tails.

SELLING

Can you take a few to sell within
your group or at a meeting? Dis-
counts are available.

OPEN MEETING

The next Citywise open meeting will
take place at our office at 182
Mansfield Rd. (above Earthwise), on

Monday 25th  February, 7.30 pm.
Everyone welcome.

Answer - a
Citywise on your doormat.

The next issue will appear at the
end of March, so copy to us by
mid-March, please.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

WHAT GOES PLOP?

subscription copy of

Only £4.00 will bring you ten 1is-

sues of Citywise hot off the press
If you missed the previous 1issues,
we'll send you the last three at
25p each inc. postage, if you say
so with your subscription money.

Please subscribe by sending the
apprcpriate amount to our postal

address: Citywise, 182 Mansfield
Rd., Nottingham NGl 3HU.

If you wish to donate regularly, a
bankers order is available on re-
quest.
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Rd., Nottingham.
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DURING a recent University Student
Union Council meeting an announce-
ment was made giving details of the
stabbing of two socialist students
by a working miner. On hearing this
news two Tory students, including
the reptilious shit Steve Hayes,
who hopes to be elected NUS secre-
tary, stood and clapped. Such be-
haviour 1is not totally unexpected
from members of a Tory organisation
noted for its fascist tactics. In
the meantime the university cont-

inues to persecute left - wing
students.
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N.C.B. OFFICALS TODAY
DECLARED A RETURN-T0-

-WORK OFf 5 BILLION, 6
THOUSAND, AND TWELVE

STRIKING MINERS.

BUT SINCE IT HAS BEEN
POINTED OUT THAT THIS FIGURE
IS MORE THAN THE ENTIRE

\ POPULATION OF THE WHOLE

T WORLD....

N.C.8 OFFICIALS THEN ADMITIED
THAT A FEW INSECTS, IMICROBES,
AND THINGS MAY HAVE BEEN
| ACCIDENTLY INCLUPED IN THE

51 COUNT!
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Hundreds of
screaming thugs

SINCE CITYWISE reported to you the
victorious picketing of the Coal
Minister, David Hunt, in Octacber,
the university authorities have ta-
ken a series of retaliatory meas-
ures against students involved in
the demo.

After the incident at the univers-
ity, an article appeared 1in the
Times by Roger Scruton, a lieading
'intellectual' of the New Right. In
this pompous and wildly inaccurate

article, in which he laughingly
described the demonstrators as
"hundreds of screaming thugs",

Scruton jabbered on at length about
Democracy, Free Speech, and various
other codewords for Thatcherite ty-
ranny. The net result was a long-
winded call for something to be
done about "campus yobs".

Apparently, someone up in the
commanding heights of the Education
Department (possibly—~Sir— K.
himself) read the article, contact-
ed the wuniversity authorities and
demanded that something be done.
Heads were bowed and forelocks tug-
ged, and the fact that those who
were handing out orders about uni-
versity affairs were also the ones
ruthlessly slashing the education
budget was obviously not grasped.

So, abandoning all pretence of
independence from political inter-
ference by government, James Carr-
Archer, an ex-student and SWP mem-
ber, was issued with a court order
banning him from campus. Several
other students were disciplined and
warned not to repeat their actions
when Hunt returned.

David Hunt duly came back on
January 18th, protected by large
numbers of police, and inside the
meeting demonstrated his belief in
free-speech by avoiding all the
difficult questions. Free speech
was also (c)ensured by the univer-
sity authorities by trying to limit
tickets to bona-fide students with
the correct credentials. Miners

WILFORD Meadows school could be
brought to a standstill by a mass
black picket within two weeks.

The black community will also
adopt a policy of non-co-operation
with the County Council Education
Dept. if there is no action on a
series of resolutions relating to
the suspension of black pupils from
city schools.

This represents the latest devel-
opment in a long-running saga star-
ring the Education Department and
the black community organisation
UKAIDI Community Link project. The
findings of a year 1long council
monitoring exercise on black sus-
pensions were not released to
UKAIDI as agreed over one year ago.
Discussions on the problem were
then to have followed in order to
find a solution. The council with-
held the ethnic statistics, claim-
ing for over six months that "no

WE'D UKE TOPUT
IN A TENDER TOR

DEMOLISHING HYZON
GREEN FLATS....

were definitely not allowed in to
ask questions about the future of
their industry and communities, al-
though a small number did manage to
slip in.

It has to be made clear that James
Archer and the other students dis-
ciploned by the university were
picked on for political reasons. A
blind eye would have been turned if
Tory members of the rugby club had,
for instance, been harassing fem-

School picket to go ahead?

useful purpose would be served" Dby
their release. When challenged,
council officers revealed that pol-
iticians were behind the decision.

Resolutions passed at a January
meeting attended by over 200 black
people included demands for the
statistics to be released, for a
public enquiry into the disproport-
ionate numbers of black children
suspended, and for the dismissal of
persistently racist teachers.

The County Council's so-called
'Equal Opportunity Policy' is wear-
ing a bit thin with UKAIDI, whose
report "Suspensions and the Black
Child" details blatantly unaccept-
able treatment of black children in
some Nottingham schools. One source
at UKAIDI issued a warning to the
Labour Party not to count on auto-
matic black support in elections if
they do not pull their fingers out
as regards racism in the education
system.

inists or damaging university prop-
erty.If your actions are political,
your target is a senior conserva-
tive minister, and what's more, you
arer successful, you are instantly
a target for political victimis-
ation.

Finally a date for your diary.
Leon Brittain will be at the uni-
versity on March 15th, at lpm. Tom
King may also turn up at some time

in the future.
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