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ANARCHY 37 (Vol 4 No 3) March I964

1. TED KAVANAGII
Voting: ñ The instrument and symbol of a freemarfs
power to make a fool of himself and a wreck of his
country."

THE SA_YI_NG THAT ñ' only a fool would put a loaded gun into the hands
of an 1d1ot ò 1s an espec1ally apt analogy of government. An idiot
(usually well-meanmg) consrders hlmself clever enough to run the affairs
of a large number of people by taking a seat in parliament. A large
number of people, actmg like fools, vote for his partyôs policy then
spend the next few years grumblmg about the results. The error in
approach 1s that the voter thlnks that he W111 get what he voted for. If
he could vote for those who in fact control the country, say the
Governors of the Bank of England, the directors of the industrial
corporatrons and those behind the ministries, the illusion of democracy
would be more understandable. -

The real centres of power lie far beyond the peopleôs inþuence at
elections. These remain constant whatever Party is ñ in powerò. In
the terms of centralised ñ democracy ò the only possible argument to
justify voting is that marginal beneýts may be gained. The state only
mcrdentally attends to the well-being of its subjects. Its main concern
is its power relation to other states, of which the most perfect expression
1s 1n war.

i I am_on the side of people anywhere who are prepared neither to
lrve nor d1e for somethmg that in the long run can only militate against
survival and the conditions that make life worth living. Our immediate
actron must,_by 1ts nature, _be to oppose that pathetic gesture, voting.
It must be drrect and d1rect1on. We can learn to live as free men and
women only by orgamsmg against the condition we are in.

The Tenants Association, Consumers Association, and Direct
Action in industry all provide opportunities for people to experience
drrectmg thetr own lives in positive ways towards positive ends.

Only by dlrect mvolvement 1n soc1ety can the individual hope to
transform hlmself and hrs world. Freedom calmot be given, it must be
taken; and the free society can only grow from experiments in the
problems (ethical and organisational) of community.
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Voting does not, and cannot, mean government by consent. By

voting, one acts on the assumptions that certain men are ýt to govern,
and that a majority is necessarily right. Also should the state, acting
in the name of a (frequently ýctitious) majority, declare war, the
individual loses the right to live, if he ever had it.

To me, voting is complicity with the State and a negative action,
therefore I do not vote.

2. GHARLESS RMIGLIFFE
WHEN THE AMERICAN MAGAZINE Liberation held a which-way-shall-we
vote survey in October 1956, the alarming thing about the contributions
was the combination of insight into the nature of American society and
liberal totalitarianism and the startlingly naive and irresponsible courses
of action proposed. The effect General Elections have on some
anarchists is similarly alarming. The letters page of FREEDOM illustrates
this, as the Liberation survey did, though it is only fair to say that the
non-anarchist Liberation contributors were reasonably sophisticated in
their stupidity.

Some people, who for four years out of ýve remain impeccable
libertarians, seem to go mad as the General Election approaches. They
ask us to vote, as though we might have some effect on the collective
insanity by chosing some of the insane as leaders. We can acknowledge
that there are people who cannot help wanting to make decisions for
others but there is no reason why we should encourage them. Those
who ask us to vote Labour forget that the 1945 government used
troops to break strikes and started the independent manufacture of the
British atom bomb; that parliament is a cypher and the real power in
society lies elsewhere, increasingly uncontrollable and secret; that, even
if real power did lie in Parliament, they should, as anarchists, reject
Government and coercion in ófavour of direct action and mutual aid.
In short they forget that anarchism is not primarily a word or a label
but a way of behaving and. above all, of reacting. They forget this at
a time when anarchism can be shown as a coherent and deeply felt
objection to the way in which our society does things, and as an alterna-
tive to the chicanery of the electoral fulýlment of social and democratic
responsibility ò. I don"t believe the General Election is an opportunity
to chose enemies. I oppose contemporary society rather than the
people thrown to the top by it. I donôt recognise the distinctions
between the different brands and different packagings of the authori-
tarians. 6

I shall not vote because I believe the General Election to be
marginal in our social and political life: it does not represent an
opportunity to change the horse, or even the jockey, but simply to sack,
and replace, a few stable lads. At a time when we should be attempting
to persuade more people of the value of direct action and ad hoc
groupings for speciýc ends, it is sad that some anarchists should wish
"to divert our energies by persuading us to follow the herd into public
displays of undiscriminating lunacy. (I apologise for my intellectual

67
fascism, but people who behave with all the characteristics of sheep
are deserving of sympathy but no more).

Liberation argued that ñ most electoral contests are struggles
between groups that have substantial vested interests in " oýce hold-
ing ô, between machines which provide jobs, money and prestige to
fairly large numbers of people.ò This is true of Britain, also. The
issues which divide the parties are artiýcial: questions of management
rather than basic policy. The election is primarily ritualistic. The real
issues of the dayðincreasing centralisation and state control, the arms
race and the 1ikeðare not usually put before the people. They are not
put because they cannot be put and they cannot be put because even
a programme of democratic ò seizure of administrative power has no
room for policy lessening State power. Even when such issues are put,
they are put according to a traditional pattern, to be applauded not
because they are worth applause but because applause has always been
accorded them. Liberation analysed this ritual. Mentioning the þag
waving, drum beating, exploitation of war records and the visions of
the ship of State þoundering on the rocks of creeping socialism it said
"ó. . . all this serves the purpose of creating a feeling of identiýcation.
a sense of excitement and participation. Politicians and opinion makers
exert strenuous efforts t.o ýx attention on the ritual and create the
impression that it is the ritual act itself--in this case the casting of the
vote-ð-which is efýcacious. Voting as a result becomes an isolated,
magic act set apart from the rest of life, and ceases to have any
political or social meaning except as an instrument by which the status
quo is conserved Election pageantry serves the same purpose as
Roman circuses--the beguilement of the populace. The voter is reduced
to voting for dazzling smiles, clean teeth, smooth voices and ýrm hand-
shakes-ðplaying the role of a shaking puppet manipulated by the party
image mongers.

The least anarchists can do in such circumstances is to make an
attempt at tangling the strings so that the puppeteers ýnd them less
easy to manipulate into the correct postures. People who compromise
their ideas for a liarôs promise are fools and it is hard to see how such
anarchists cantell other people that they reject power and government
and authority, if, once every ýve years, they elect someone to exercise
power and authority over them. It all seems rather too paradoxical.

Iôm not convinced that witholding my vote, as such, is very con-
structive. Iôm not convinced that the óGeneral Election is very important
either. I donôt think we need a change at the topð-either as a change
of enemy or for the health of societyôs sake. Iôm not going to contribute
to the change. I do my voting every time I get a new idea, or talk to
friends about things that really matter. or every time that I convince
someone that anarchism is a viable ñhere-and-nowò thing. I try to
cast ñ my whole vote, not at strip of paper merely ò; I go on demonstra-
tionsðð-which I hate-ððbecause itôs worth the effort and I write inadequate
articles to convince people that there is something in anarchism. I listen
to music, read books and do the shake at Jazz clubs. It doesnôt sound
much it seems a lot better than a ýve yearly compromise with the
authorities.

1.
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3. JACK STEVENSON
I SHALL NOT BE vorrno IN THE NEXT ELECTION, and the reason I give is
that of the old farmer who said, ñ' At doan matter oo e votes for. Cos
a government allus its in." ó8

Yes ta government always gets in. A government which governs
with the same apparatus as the government before and the government
that will follow them. The police that help old ladies across the road
sometimes, and put bricks in peopleôs pockets other times. The judges
that are always calling for some poor bastard to be hanged, and when
you are up before them on a charge which involves principle, tell you
that justice is NOT their business, they just administer the LAW, The
army that is to ýght the enemy that is always at the gates, and if the
enemy is not at the gates, to back up the police.

I shall not be voting because I do not believe in this system I
live under, called capitalism. Where one man is pitted against another,
where competition is the norm and money is god. Where people sell
themselves, and each other, chasing after an illusion. The illusion
being that if they can gain more things, they will be better than other
people. To vote for any party would merely carry this on, with my
blessing.

If you believe that something is evil or stupid, it is ridiculous to
take part. Government takes people's power to think and to make decis-
ions away from them, and it never gives them back. All governments are
composed of men who look down on the people that they govern with
scorn. The only time the government cares what people think is at
election time, when they have a vote.

Finally for the most important reason of all. The people that you
elect donôt rule the country. Does anyone really imagine that fa man
can be Chancellor of the Exchequer one day, Prime Minister the next,
and something else the day after, if he really ruled the country. If he
did, there would be chaos under these kinds of conditions. But they
donôt rule. They are the puppets, but others pull the strings: those who
own the economic wealth of the country. It doesnôt matter who gets
in, the capitalists will still rule.

The crimes of all the parties that are competing at the next election
are far too many to count. Others will point them out, and they will
point out each others. The are all the same t es of crime becay yp use
they are all committed for the same reason, and usually, come to think
of it, by the same people.

4. TONY GIBSON  
I worrr vorn SIMPLY sac.è-toss THE ACT or vormo will not accomplish
anything which I would like to see accomplished. I am not baptised
and I do not intend to be baptised, because I am sure that that too
would be equally futile. I know plenty of people, really intelligent
people, who have their children baptised and also who vote in parlia-
mentary elections. They are prepared to justify their actions on grounds
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of both reason and faith, and we must agree to differ. It would be a
mistake, and a very big one, to suppose that there is any essential
diýerence in the motivation which leads people to baptism and to voting.

Having said this I am aware that it would take an anthropologist
from a wholly alien culture to demonstrate clearly and concisely the
exact functional ò signiýcance which baptism and voting have in our
culture. The task is beyond me; I am too enmeshed in my own culture
to make a wholly clear analysis of its institutions. Having raised my
head above the water and announced, I can see that it is A utterly
futile I sink down below the waters again and wallow in my own
anti-baptismal, anti-voting prejudice. The moment of truth is there;
I can see quite clearly that both practices are beside reason and are
diýerent in kind from actions like stoking a boiler, ploughing a ýeld,
seeing a ýlm or learning to swim. We do not judge the un-reasonable
action by any practical outcome: people do not turn to Judaism if
Christian baptism does not lead to desirable results, nor do they begin
to vote Tory if voting Labour brings no happy outcome. They may
justify a change of religion or political affiliation by pointing out some
real or supposed defection of the sect of their choice, but the switch or
allegiance tends to be brought about by such personal matters as a
new girl-friend, a new job or winning the pools.

Having had my moment of truth, having grasped that baptism and
voting are un-reasonable actions and lead to no intended results, I then
build up my own crazy superstructure of prejudice. Iôll not be baptised
because Iôm cussed-ðand I enjoy being cussed. Politicians are conceited
bastards and I get a kick out of frustrating their purposes. Some people
I know would like to live in Hampstead so they could vote for whoever
-ðrascal, oaf or nonentity---whoever opposes Henry Brooke; but I know
that Henry Brooke and his kind would be far more enraged if nobody
voted at all! And the bloody insult of godparents promising all that
stuff about a child before it is hardly humanð-and the slimy sods take
care to conýrm the kid before he is old enough to think things out for
himself! It doesnôt matter who you vote for, but vote ! ò ñ It doesnôt
matter whom you pray to, but pray!ò This is the kind of swill they
would force us to swallow. When you grab them by the throat and
force an argument, they retreat, they squirm, they make concessions to
reason, they protest that the masses must have an over-simpliýed case
put before them, that they personally have mental reservations, that they
are entitled to a faith to cling to, something to trust.

So you see, our hypothetical anthropologist from outer space would
have a grand time studying all the ramiýcations of the emotional reasons
why I, personally, do not vote or take part in the rite of baptism. But
never let it be said that I ñ suffer from prejudice ò; I do not, for I
enjoy it.

There is an old Jewish myth that if, by chance, there comes a
moment, a single moment, when everyone happens to be behaving
righteously simultaneously, then God had promised that we Will all hvc
in utter happiness and harmony for evermore. Our statistical fr1er_1ds
will point out the fallacy of this hypothetical simultaneity of one kmd






























