have signed up to get this very
attractive (for them) workers
that den't have to be paid. It is
obviously bad for the unem-
ployed because they are being
exploited and don't get any
reward, but it is also bad for
paid workers who might be
replaced by free labour from
the Job Centre.

ket Square and were sent oft
with an anti-workfare speech
from a local anti-austerity
campaigner who had a stall.
Despite the somewhat pro-
state slant of his words, it was
good to receive some solidar-

ity.

We were well equipped with a
~ sound system in a pushchair
pumping out revolutionary
hip hop and our "Workfare
ain't fair" banner as well as a
stack of fliers. We walked and
wheeled across the square to
our first stop, Burtons. Bur-
tons is part of notorious tax
dodger Philip Green's Arca-
- dia group, which has a policy
of using workfare. The Bur-
tons management immedi-
ately threw a massive tantrum,
shutting up all but one of the
doors to the shop and then
standing in the remaining
one snarling at us and chunt-

ering on about how they had

nothing to do with workfare
and spent their whole days
helping the sick and needy by
giving them free suits, etc. All
they managed to do was make
their shop very unwelcom-

ing for the time that we were
there. |

Next stop was the Barnardo's

charity shop a few doors up.

Barnardo's is one of many
high street charities which is
supplementing their volun-
teers with forced labour from
the Job Centre. The workers

- | - were, perhaps unsurprisingly,
We met at the left lion in Mar-

much more sympathetic to
and interested in our protest
and read our leaflets. Some

PCSOs came along to ask

whether we were a peace-
ful protest and what time we
were leaving so they could
"update the control centre".
When they went in to let the
staff know we weren't danger-
ous psychopaths, we slipped
off to Primark.

Primark was a bit mental.
There were just too many
people rushing in and out of

those doors. We didn't stay

long.

Next stop was Greggs on
Clumber Street. There was
more space to stop and have
decent interactions with peo-
ple and people had time to
read our leaflets in the queue.
One man went in taking a
leaflet and then emerged a few

minutes later without having

bought anything thanking us

~all for letting him know about

Greggs' exploitative practices.
Another man took a leaflet
and said "I won't be buying
anything in there then" and a
group of kids in hoodies tut-

ted a bit and then were over-
heard saying they wouldn't be
going in again.

For our last stop we moved
over to Superdrug on the oth-

er side of the road and gave

out the last of our leaflets.
One man stopped to have a
conversation with me about
how he'd seen this coming
with the New Deal and pre-
vious government attacks
on the unemployed and how
his son was involved in anti-
workfare campaigning in
Plymouth. "Why aren't there
more of you?" he asked.

We will back and we hope

that next time more people
will join us. There are plenty
of shops on our list that we

~didn't get to visit today, in-

cluding Wilkinsons, Argos,

Poundland, Miss Selfridge
‘and Tescos. We know that

anti-workfare - campaigning
is working: earlier in the year

Holland & Barrett pulled out

of workfare after sustained,
nationnwide pickets of its
stores. We just need to keep
up the pressure.

Comments and
submissions

Send ‘em to
autonomousnott@riseup.net
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A Nottinghamshire Police Of-
ficer has admitted misusing
the force’s computer systems.
Appearing at Derby Crown
Court on Monday (1 Oc-

tober) for what would have

been the start of his trial, PC
Robert Kirk pleaded guilty to
accessing records inappropri-
ately.

Kirk, who had been based in
the intelligence unit at Cen-
tral Police Station, had been
vetted to a high level because
of the sensitivity of the infor-

- mation his role gave him ac-

cess to. The force’s policy on
accessing information or in-
telligence held on the com-
puter systems for anything
other than a policing pur-
pose identifies that criminal

~or disciplinary proceedings

could result. Kirk, 47, of West
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‘Bridgford, had been placed on

restricted duties in November
2010 when the force’s Profes-
sional Standards Department
began its investigation. He
had been suspended from the
force since April 2011. Earlier
this year, Kirk was charged

‘with one count of misconduct

in a public office.

The indictment stated that
over a number of years, he
had without reasonable justi-
fication, repeatedly accessed
the Nottinghamshire Police
computer systems for a non-
policing purpose, namely to
conduct searches and view

data relating to family mem-

bers, associates, and persons
he was or had been in a rela-
tionship with. Kirk will reap-

pear at Derby Crown Court

on 22 October for sentencing.
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He tendered his resignation
from the force today (Tues-
day 2 October), which was
accepted by the Chief Con-
stable, Chris Eyre. Had he not
resigned he would have faced
internal disciplinary proceed-
ings and could have faced dis-
missal. Afterwards, the Head
of the Professional Standards
Department, Detective Su-
perintendent Jackie Alexan-
der, said: “The public places
its trust in Nottinghamshire
Police to protect information
we hold and to use it only in
strict accordance with our
policy that there must be a
genuine policing need for ac-
cessing it.

“Robert Kirk repeatedly ex-
ploited his position, which
gave him access to confi-
dential information not just
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