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50 YEARS AGO THE AREA around the
Polytechnic was what is termed today
a "quiet residential area". The
houses, then 50 years old, were
soundly constructed and in relative-
ly good condition. At that time a
decision was taken by the recon-
struction committee of the Notting-
ham City Council that the area
extending as far as Forest Road
should be developed as a "Civic
Centre". This decision led to what
is today called "Planning Blight".

The owner occupiers gradually moved
out, selling their properties to
other business interests or to
absentee landlords who turned the
large houses into flats and bed-
sitters. The landlords of the
majority of the houses, for what
seemed.to them.sound financial
reasons, refused to spend any money
except for serious defects. This led
to the gradual deterioration in the
structures of the houses, which in
turn led to a lessening in the pride
of many of the residents. The area
became a "SlumP.

It is the cumulative action of
individuals and officials that
causes the problem. For instance,
after the 50 year period the
original Civic Centre Plan has been
"Heassessed,Hephased, and Heplanned"
until it was eventually dropped in
favour of a Polytechnic. The local
press has reported the progress of
these developments over the years,
and in.hindsight it appears that
they are the only ones who have
given any information about the area.

'Hhen.individual tenants have been to
councillors, or council departments
for information about the area, it J.A.|'|3l'1I5|ó\0Iól'|E (Chairman, TRAP)
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has been of a varying character.
This situation led to the gradual
growth in uncertainty and frustrat-
ion within the local residents.

When the local press reported the
proposed expansion of the Poly-
technic there was a renewed interest
by the residents. It seemed to be
the only subject of conversation.
"When will it start?" "When will we
be rehoused?" "Will we still be able
to live around here?" "If it takes a
long time, will they do any repairs
to the houses?" But the years of un-
certainty had taken their toll. Many
people were saying, "we will believe
it when we see the bulldozers."

This renewed speculation, with its
attendant cynicism, prompted myself
and a group of other residents to
organise a public meeting to which
we invited the local councillors and
the relevant heads of corporation
departments. It was intended that at
this meeting the invited speakers
would be able to give those resi-
dents that attended the information
that would help to end the specula-
tion. Only one councillor and the
deputy town clerk attended. The
information that they gave was
of a similar calibre to that which
had been given in the past. The
difference was that over 80 of the
residents heard this information for
themselves instead of it being
filtered.and distorted.by rumour and
pub conversation.

TRAP was formed. We felt that 50
years of uncertainty, frustration
and cynicism were enough, it was
time for some action and results.
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Council aids OAPS
IMPROVED FACILITIES for Nottingham
homes for the elderly have been
agreed.by the City Council.
Additional rooms will be provided
at Braddock House and Broxtowe
House with new furnishings in the
re-sited.smcke room.

And curtained partitioning has
been agreed for the Old Rectory,
Mbunt Vernon Lodge, Fernleigh and
the E1318 I

Carry on organising
Following the declaration of a
General Improvement Area in ~
Carrington, local residents have
set up a Committee of ten members
and a representative of each street
in the area. The committe's aim.is
to ensure representation of and
consultation with. local people.

Local contact is John Boyce,
Y May Terrace Carrington.

More offices!
The Toll House Hill office develop-
ment in.the City centre is reported
to be costing Ã 10 million. By com-
parison, the new St. Ann's Estate,
which provides homes for 8,000
people cost Ã.20 million. Opposite
the office building site empty
office space is advertised to letè

TRAP makes it
TRAP (Tenants and Residents around
the Polytechnic) have received an
invitation to the next Joint Advi-
sory Meeting with.Council.0fficials.
The quarterly meetings, to discuss
problems arising from.redevelopent,
now include SATHA, Sneinton Tenants
uAssociation, MATAH and TRAP..At first
othe Council were hesitant about
having TRAP included.

GRASS BOOTS offers its columns to
any individual or organisation
wishing to discuss personal or
local issues, needs or services,
projects which have failed or
succeeded, or merely seeking in-
formation. The material printed
is the work of individual con-
tributors and does not necessar-
ily reflect the opinion of the
Grass Hoots Support Group. This
group came into being with the
help of the Nottingham Council of
Social Service. It is now est-
ablished as an independent
Committee, and its function is to
transmit neighbourhood and city
news and views through the medium
of a monthly newspaper. Your
contributions and comments please
to the Editor, C/O 51a Mansfield
Hoad, Nottingham.

with this issue is distributed
Fbrum Fncus, a news-sheet
published by Forum for the Handi-
capped. Copies may be obtained
from the Editor, c/o same address.

Eeidakiý-nvsuari ñ-'1"



it

Organising pays!
Featured in this issue is the story
of TRAP - a familiar story - shared
by many people in Nottingham.
For many years residents living
around the Trent Polytechnic
have watched their neighbour-
hood decay.
But was this necessary? Many local
people do not think so, but indivi-
dually they have been unable to
overcome the difficulties of living
in this area.
They have not been involved in the
future plans for the area, nor
could the residents exert much
influence over the decisions taken
about their future.
So they got organised. Already
TRAP has been invited to the re-
gular meeting between council
officials and residents groups
which discusses problems arising
from clearance programmes.
It is a mistake to see TRAP as
simply an organisation opposed
to the corporation. TRAP accepts
the need for the demolition of
slum housing, but believes that
residents should have a say in
decisions that affect their lives.
At present the process of rehousing
and demolition is mainly determined
by the requirements of the corpo-
ration officials. It is no bad
thing that this is under attack.
So often the control over public
money is geared to the require-
ments of the public agencies
administering them, rather than
the needs and problems of the
people who receive them.
No Ä'01lP can effectively challenge
such control by individual action.
It is only by organising around
public issues that groups will
gain any significant results. If
such a group is ignored or refused
then a conflict will naturally arise
between those who have control over
resources and those who are in need
of them. But such conflicts need
not be destructive if they form a
part of genuine public participation.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * w

ORDER FORM *

T0: The Editor,
"GRASS ROOTS",
c/o 51a Mansfield Road,
Nottingham.

lease send:
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-I--l(-**-1(--ll--II--iiñ-ii-*-)(--)(-*-If--X-*+(--)E~*

-i\__n.___l_1___h _._ _ _

Housing is a basic need. The type
and character of houses form the
physical fabric on which the
community is based. On the free
market, in which 50% of dwellings
are provided, the individual gets
what he can afford, which may not
be what he needs.
.During*the year 1972/5, 2,202
dwellings were cleared in Notting-
ham.and 1,117 Council hcuses were
completed. This deficit, together
with a reduced number of Council
tenants mcving into the private
sector because of high mortgage
rates, resulted in the Council
waiting list leaping to 9,188.

There are 8,000 slums in Notting-
ham. When an area is condemned
to clearance, owners, occupiers
and the Corporation find it un-
economic to spend resources on a
ósinking shipó and a vicious cycle
of dereliction and demoralisation
QCCuI'3n

Within the framework of the policies
and resources determined by the
Government, the Council can firstly
build new houses and secondly improve
the existing stock.
The building programme has been ex-
pended. New projects such as Grotto
Farm and Redford Colliery have been
added to the existing sites of St.
Ann's, the Meadows and Top Valley.
Further big; density housing for
students, single persons, childless
families and old age pensioners is
planned in the central area.
New housing developments often have
a population density of only 50%
of the housing which they replace.
The development of social ties and
a community fabric can take decades.
The Council is therefore rehabili-
tating the housing stock as an
alternative policy. This may be a
more efficient use of inadequate
housing resources. In addition, the
community structure and architectu-
ral heritage is preserved.

There are many advantages to
selective renewal, as an alter-
native approach to comprehensive
clearance. The uprcoting of long
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estblished communities and pola-
risation of a connurbation into
urban and sub-urban sectors and v
council and owner-occupied estates
is avoided. Planning*Blight is
avoided. More community facilities
can be supported. Small businesses
and shops can survive at a low rental.
Labour-intensive building methods
can be employed which provide stable
employment for traditional skills
and.the opportunity to expand the
Corporation building department.
Nevertheless, selective renewal is
not a cheap or a simple solution to
the problem of redevelopment. There
would be the temptation of making
it an excuse to do nothing, together
with the danger of speculative
buying of property where an area is
being improved. A policy of munici-
palisation of private-rented
accommodation would need to be pur-
sued.
The recent housing policy statements
of the government propose land hor-
ding charges and more emphasis on
rehabilitation and improvement
through Housing Action Areas. Any
measure less than public ownership
of development land is unlikely to
prevent speculation and profiteering.

The problem of homelessness is likely
to become more acute in Nottingham.
In Iondon, local authorities were
eventually forced to cooperate with
Squatters' Groups in the utilisation
of shortðlife condemned property,
with the assurance from the Squatters
that the premises would be vacated
when the property needed to be de-
Iþýlighedc

_A recent Shelter report recommends
that strong tenants organisations
are needed to protect the rights of
tenants acting in.the same way as a
trades union.

The conclusion from the report is
proof that housing problems cannot
be viewed in isolation from the
type of society and economy in
which we live. Only under a planned
economy can the necessary resources
be allocated to building the homes
and comunities people need.

Councillor Stephen Evans
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Forum newspaper y

THIS INCLUSION IN"GRASS ROOTSó is
the intended forerunner of a news-
paper for handicapped and.chroni-
cally ill people. Many handicapped
people already receive publications
from.their own societies, but it is
hoped that 'our' newspaper, the
content of which is independent of
Grass Roots, will be an umbrella
publication airing problems and
complaints of all handicapped
people.
At this stage it is necessary to
explain the newspaper,

For some considerable time, óFORUMô
has been thinblng about and discuss-
ing the feasibility of a newspaper.
In early discussions the idea was
well received, and most groups
representing the handicapped are
keen to see the project successful,
but delay has been inevitable owing
to the problem of raising money.
'Forum' itself has no money,
consequently appeals were launched
in an attempt to meet the cost of
production. Such an attempt is, of
necessity a lengthy business, but
we had the good fortune, at an
early stage, to receive sufficient
encouragement to go ahead with the
project.

Students of Basford Hall College,
by means of a subsidised walk in
November 1972, raised the sum of
Ã 152. The Spastics Society offered
a grant of s 164 to finance 50% of
the balance required to meet the
cost of production for ten months,
provided that other organisations
matched the offer Pound for Pound.

This sounded easy! In fact matching
this amount has been a long drawn
out business.
;Events have overtaken us. In Octo-
ber 1975 óGrass Rootsó appeared
and we now have to establish how
possible duplication.may be avoided.
Until this has been done, we are
umaking*use of the machinery of
'Grass.Roots'.
Your assistance and that of your
societies is vital if we are to
progress. By assistance we mean
the supply of information,complaints,
criticism of the newspaper or methods,

There is one request regarding criti-
cism and complaints. Please restrict
your praise to four sheets of fool-
scap and your criticism to the back
of a postage stamp, or vice verse.

Having outlined the beginning of the
project, and the assistance from two
sources, it is only proper that we
should list the groups which are
making donations. These are:-

St. Ann's Mental 8. Physical
Handicapped Association,
Nottingham 62 Club,=
Nottingham 8t District Soc. for
Mentally Handicapped Children,
Nottingham do District Social
Club for the Hard of Hearing,

Nottingham Age Concern,
Clifton Care Group,
N.A.W.C.H.
Multiple Sclerosis Society,
Bilborough Club for the Dis-
abled,
Friends of Spastics,
Spine Bifida & Hydracephalus
Society,
Deaf Ohi1drens' Society,
Nottingham Cripprles Seaside
Home.

On behalf of all the handicapped who
may benefit from reading, or contri-
buting to the newspaper a sincere
thank you is offered to all the
groups who have contributed.

ANYONE , handicapped or not is in-
vited to comment, contribute, offer
assistance anonymously or not.

Your letter please at this stage
t: The Editorial Committee, Forum
Newspaper, c/o Nottingham Council
of Social Service, 5lA Mansfield Rd.,

Anyone requiring further copies of
Grass Roots may use the order form.

An unfinished story
Once upon a time, way back in l97l,
in Nottingham (and district) some
representatives of a few organisa-
tions for the handicapped and disabled
got together and said,"We don't think
much to the way they are implementing
our Act!"
In this case 'they' were the local
authorities and the \Act' was the
chronically sick and disabled per-
sons act).

"Perhaps we should meet other groups
and find out what they think", said
the organisations. And so they did.
Six months later about 25 organisa-
tions issued jointly to the local
authorities a ósummary of decisionsó.
Some of the recommendations made then
are now local authority policy.
"What next?"asked the organisations.
"Shall we disband or shall we con-
tinue to talk?"

"We've got plenty in common to tal_k
about!" muttered some.

"Well, two heads or rather upwards
of twentyfive heads must be better
than one", was the reply, so they set
about arranging to talk some more.

"We can talk about difficulties of
arranging transport - and its cost,
low incomes, lack of employment
opportunities, inaccessibility of mcst
places, the appalling lack of commu-
nications between agencies,and
shortage of suitable housing, and
aids to the disabled, the poor
quality and clumsiness of many
appliances, and adaptations to the
home, and the need for changing
attitudes!"

"We won't form an organising
committee yet? they agreed.
"We'll call ourselves the Forum

for the Handicapped. We don't mow
each other well enough and we can't
all be represented."

"But we will apply for financial
aid to get the project off the
ground" .
So the Forum began its talks. Sometime
ideas were picked up by a person here
and a person there and translated into
action. A Mini-Bus was acquired and
paved the way for a shopping service,
a social goup for young adults was
initiated, a series of radio pro-
grammes organised; they even jointly
subscribed towards the cost of a
newspaper. But all these things were
fra@ented events and elicited very
little response from the organisations
as a whole.

Even after two years of fairly ex-
haustive talks very little in the way
of active co-ordination had been
achieved.

"We can't spare the time", they pro-
tested. If working coirmzittees were
proposed or joint projects suggested,
"What is there in it for usó? We are
busy with our own projects", they
cried.

Perhaps it is only to be expected,
as one of the major common problems
brought to light in the earlier
meetings, was the classic shortage
of manpower for essential work.

Alas, when it became apparent, late
in 1975, that financial aid would not
be immediately forthcoming, the Forum
had to take a long look at itself and
decide whether it was worthwhile to
continue.

"What we need is an organisation
committee", said some. "We believe that
co-ordination in certain selected areas
of work with the handicapped seems lo-
gical and could be advantageous",said
others.(You can tell how much they
have)learned by the long words they '
use! .

"BUT THEY HAVEN'T GOT THE TIME!"
Much gloom! Must the Forum disbandó?
But wait. Six unattached members (that
is unattached to any organisation)
offered their services to fom a wor-

e

"Allow us to speak on your behalf",
they offered "and give us three months
from January to ask lots of questions
of lots of people. We shall see if the
Forum can expand into the county to
bring it in line with the new County
Authority. We shall investigate which
areas of work with the handicapped
can be usefully co-ordinated. We shall
enquire into the possibilities of for-
ming an executive committee who would
form policies from your joint decisions,
and guide development work" ,

The story of the Forum for the Handi-
capped must remain unfinished for the
time being until the working party has
completed its report.

Obviously the members of the working
party, three of whom are disabled,
feel that there are tremendous ad-
vantages to be gained by the forma-
tion of a county wide goup that will








