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Action on homes

AT A MEETING on Wednesday Fektruary
20th, residents of the Raleigh Street
Area decided to form the Raleigh
Street Area Residents Association.
The main problems brought up at the
meeting were the poor condition of
many houses and the lack of anywhere
for kids to play.

The meeting was told that the area
bhad already been surveyed and that
out of 160 houses 98 had problems
with repairs.

Off to a good start

With about 50 residents attending
the meeting it was felt that the
Association was off to a good start.
A Committee was formed of 10 people
prepared to help represent the area
and most of those attending the
meeting joined the association.

The meeting decided to fight for
better and quicker repairs to houses

by using the Public Health Acts and

a number of residerts filed complaints
under Section 99 of the 1936 Public
Health Act.

Residents also complained about the

danger to kids playing in the streets
and it was urged that the problems of
proper play space should be taken up
as a matter of urgercy. Ideas on this
included corverting an old house and

stopping through traffic 1n the streets

Councillor Stephen Evans outlined some
of the possibilities for the area in=-
cluding the use of derelict sites for
play space. He said priority should

be giver to those in the worst housing.

John Hartshorne, Secretary of the
Gnion of Clearance Area Associations,
said that the Union would help the
Association if they needed advice or
assistance. The meeting decided to
join the other five clearance area
Tenants Associations in the Union.

The meeting decided to press for
consultation with the Council over
the future of the area and current
problems. A delegation is to g0 to
the Council with their proposals.

The survey undertaker by the Action
Committee showed that many residents
were anxious to stay in the area

and were worried about redevelopment
plans for the area. The majority of
residents had complained that rubbish
disposal was not adequate and derelict
houses were rot properly secured.

The Raleigh Street Area Residents
Association will be electing officers
to ™un the association and hope to
have representatives in each street
in the area. At present the associa-
tion can be contacted at 11l Port—

land Road.

People's Centre opens :

THE NOTTINGHAM PEOPLE'S CENTRE,

a new independent aid ard advice
centre, is to open soor at 353
Mansfield Road. The Centre 1s a
combined effort by many independent
organisations including Shelter,
National Council for Civil Liberties,
Response ard the Claimants Union.
Support has come from students at
the Polytechnic ard the University.
The Centre will jrovide advice ard
help on housing, legal problems,
women's rights and claimants
problems. It will also provide a
reeting place and ar information
point for groups all over the

City. An active fund-raising
campaign is undeT way.

Prices campaign

Everybody is wcrried abtout the
soaring ccst of food, but just
moaning to ycur frierde ccesn't bri:
prices dcwr, so a group of hocusewlv
trade unionists ard members of the
women's liberation group have formec
the Nottingham Campaigr Ageinst
Rising Prices and they are appealing
to all women to Jjoin the fight.

The average weekly shopring bill has
ricen ty 25% in the last year and
wages have rnot kept step. Wemen must
organise to cefend their living stan-
dards. The Campaign has orgerised
pickets outside stores in the centre
of Nottingham and orn Clifton ard
Aspley estates.

The response kas teer fantastic,
but the more womern wko join the
Cempaign the more effective it will
be. Phorie Mrs. Mary Anderscn at
Nottinghem 77451 to find out mcre
abtout. 2%,

Help forhomeless

AT THE MEETING of the Resources
(land) Committee of Nottingham
Council on January 24th, 1t was
agreed to lease numbers 51, Burns
Street and 2, Tennyson Street to the
Salvation Army as a hostel for
homeless families. This 1s intended
as a replacement for the present
hostel for the homeless on Peel
Street, which is to be demolished to
make way for the expansion of Trent
Polytechnic.

Women's Day

NOTTINGHAM WOMEN'S Liberation Group
will te ccmmemorating Intermational
Womer.'s Day with-a merch through

the city and a public meeting in the
Albert Hall Institute or the after-
ncor of Saturday, March Sths

Sorry!

THE PRICE of Grass Roots has been
increased to 4p per copy due to the
increased number of pages in each
issue,




Grass Roots

Tenants’ choice

DURING THE next two years
Nottingham Corporation expects to
rehouse about 4,0C0 families from
clearance areas alone., Top Valley
Estate i1is part of the Council's
answer, But how much do new resi=-
dents know about the Estate tefore
they move and what is done to help
people over the difficult break with
old friends and neighbours and a way
of life that has been built up over
many years.

Not much it seems.

Many residents at Tor Valley Estate
moved in not krowing that the Estate
would have=-

* no local shopping centre,
no pub,
no community centre,
no direct bus from the city
centre after 4 p.m. during the
week,
* no resident G.P,
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All right, this may be temporary,but
its not krowing when facilities will
be provided which worries residents.
In the same way many tenants in

Clearance Areas are affectec more by

uncertainty about the future than the

poor condition of their houses. Un-
certainty atout when they will be
moved, uncertainty about where they
car choose to go ard what they will
find there.

This gives rise to two vital issues,
These are first the choice of homes
offered to tenants, and second the
information giver to them to make
that choice.

Grass Roots suggest a rumber of
practical steps that the corpora-
tion could take straight away at
little cost.

Terants sgguld be told

1) They have a right to three
offers of accommodatior,

2) Where houses are available,

3) What the new houses and
neighbourhcod are like (per-
haps visits Ly bus could be
laid on for prospective
terants)

4) Not only what the cost of
rent and rates are, but any
extras like central heating.

Help at last

GRASS ROOTS welcome the opening
of the People's Centre.

Nottingham has never had a Citizens
Advice Bureau and has had little or
nothing to offer to people up against
"The System". That volurntary organi-
sations with little or no money should
have had the courage to open an inde-
pendent advice centre is good news.

People
not cars

Cartoon from

‘Community Action’

THAT PLANNING has failed to contri-

bute anything further to the admi=-

nistrative process by which we seek

to alleviate the problems of the
inner city is a fact recognised by
all - except the planners. In some
way they cling to the idea, now
shattered a thousand times by phy-

sical realities, that their actiomns

can provide that 'quality of life!
so earnestly pursued yet so 1ll
defined. In reality the building
industry geared to development on
a massive, impersonal scale rules
the roost.

The pandered to needs of the middle

class seem to dictate that we give
over valuable parts of the inner
city to the car - more and better
car parks and expressways. Resi=-
dents, whose lives are attuned to
inner city conditions are stifled

out to monolithic suburban estates,

Balloon Wood, Crabtree Farm, Top
Valley, Clifton. The constructiorn
industry can supply roads and
estates virtually off the shelf,
The 'package deal! estate = chan-
pioned by Wimpey —= needs little
effort or behalf of the local
authority, and in this sort of
deal, profits for builders are
astronomical.

Planners actions seem to reinforce
the status-quo. The status quo,
the balance of power, is held by
the middle-class. Inner city
values are eroded, ignored.,

If plannings role is to support
the status quo, how can things get
better? The'raison d'e%tre! of the
inner city, we are told, is no
longer with us - but this 1s real-
ly an excuse to acquire land easi=-

ly and quickly = an already doomed

and fragmented community offers
little potential resistance when
compelled to release its land.

In Nottingham, the city's new
transport policy could, given the
right ongoing commitment, help a
great deal., Significantly the new
policy came from the politicians,
not the technocrats who purport
to advise them. It layes down that
almost all road building projects
in the inner city - this means
Basford, Forest, Radford, Hyson
Green - are to be abandoned. The
motorist is to be wooed back to
public transport. At a stroke it
ousted the old policy for urban
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motorways which at a 'mere'!'f 150
million weuld have decimated Bas=
ford, Forest, Radford with motor—
way spaghetti, breaking up areas
rich with community ties, and iso-
lating the city centre from all
except the expressway motorist.

What does all this mean? The inner
city can now breath again. The limi-
ted resources of the council, which
would have been concentrated on
wasteful roads, are available for a
variety of more useful purposes. It
can be spread around more equitably.
The money for one mile of new motor-—
way could improve about 500 old but
sound houses +..s think about it!

Social disaster?

With the weight of roads, now removed,
the planners must now begin to think
about how these areas car be aided to,
first of all revive, and then conti=-
nue to flourish as individual commu-—
nities. Clearly, parts of the inner
city of Nottingham must be redeveloped,
they are beyond repair, in many cases
owing to the threat of a new road,
which was hanging over uihem. The inner
city has a place in the social context
of thewhole city, but it must adapt

to acceptable pressures for change
which help in its role, However,en=—
forced change on a massive scale is a
recipe for social disaster.

New physical patterns, if they are to
emerge, must come from a contract
between the community in the first
place, and from the authority = not
from the drawing board. The potential
of community groups in reshaping their
areas and in speaking for their areas
against the needs for the city as a
whole, is immerse. But, and this car-
not be over emphasised, the collective
values of the community must predomi-
nate.

So it is up to every individual in
the community to make his voice heard.
They have many effective means to
achieve this already - through commu-
nity news sheets and papers, through
churches, group leaders.

In short, the inner city has been given
breathing space in Nottingham, as a
result of this new policy. Perhaps the
council does not know what is best for
these areas. So get together, argue

the issues out, and TELL the council

what must be done!
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Silburban
dream?

ALTHOUGH OVER 3,000 people have row
moved onto the part-council/part-
private Top Valley Estate which will
house 9,000 residents ty the erd of
1975 and still be growing, there
continue to be a lot of teething
troubles. However, the Community
Council, formed by residents a year
ago this month, is battling hard
and things are beginning to improve.

One of the tiggest problems is the
bus service. The Community Council
counts getting the no. 87 as one

of its first big achievements, but
it is still inadequate = the hourly
service leaves town at 9 a.m. and
the last bus returns from Top Valley
at 4 p.m. during the week. At
weekerids the situatior is slightly
better, but the last bus is the
6.30 p.m. However, if scheduling
problems can be solved, there skould
ke a late-night bus soon. The in-
frequent bus service has made going
into Nottingham to shop a real
expedition, but unfortunately, the
proposed shops on the estate are
nowhere near finished. There 1is
only one temporary shop for the
whole estate and 5 grocery vans.

There are /lots of young children
on Top Valley already, but only
one playgroup run by the Community
Council and that caters for only
36 children.

Another thing that is worrying
residents is the poor health ser-
vice provision. The nearest Health
Centre is at Bestwood and buses
run there only on Tuesdays and
Saturdays. A doctor who visits

Top Valley holds 5 one hour sur-
geries each week.

Anyone thinking of moving to Top
Valley who would like to hear at
first hand what it is really like

may contact the Top Valley Commu-
nity Council (Wednesday afternoon
is the best time), Community House,
18 Bakewell Drive, Top Valley,

tel. Nottingham 272103. They'll be
pleased to chat, or skow you around.

[Know your rights]
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Your three-~day week

IF YOUR INCOME has been reduced
because of the 3-day week you
should ensure that you are re-—
ceiving all the benefits to which
you are entitled.

Unemployment Benefit

If you are not covered by a
cuaranteed wages agreement (and
you are not receiving unemploy-
ment benefit with your wages)

you should go to your local employ-
ment exchange to sign on.

If you do not satisfy the contri-
bution conditions you may claim
Supplementary Benefit.

Supplementary Benefit

If you are refused unemployment
benefit or your 3 days wages plus
unemployment benefit are not enough
to manage on you should claim
supplementary benefit. Ask for a
Form Bl at the employment exchange
and take it to your local Depart-—
ment of Health and Social Securlty.

Other Benefits

You may be eligible for:

1 Family Income Supplement.
Normally paid to families with
children where the wage-—earner
works at least 30 hours a week,
and where the total income 1s
below certain limits. The 1limit
for a femily with one child 1is
£ 21,50 and this is increased
by an extra £ 2.50 for each
further child. Claim on form
FIS1l available from Post Offices
and Social Security Offices.

2 Free prescriptions.
Available to those receiving
supplementary benefit and
others on grounds of low in-
come .

Form PCll from Post Offices
and Social Security Offices.

3 Free Dental treatment,dentures,
spectacles.
Available to those receiving
supplementary benefit or F.l.S.
and where your total current net
income is less than £ 1.50 above
supplementary benefit level.
Form F1 or FID from dentists,
opticians or Social Security
Offices.

4 Free Welfare Milk and Foods

Form W.1ll from post office or
Health Clinic,

5 Free School Meals
Apply to Head Teacher or Edu-
cation Welfare officer, To get
free meals for at least one
child, your net weekly income
must be less than £ 16.05 if
there is one child in the fa-
mily, £ 19.70 if two children
etc.

6 Rent Rebates
Application form from local
Housing Department or Treasurer's
Department.

If you have any general queries or
particular difficulty contact
Family Welfare, Nottingham Coun-
cil of Social Service, 31A Mans-—
field Road, Nottingham, tel.

46714

Sueing
onthecheap

HOW
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shoulcy

IF YOU THINK you have been fiddled
and have a case for sueing someone
you can do so in the County Court
without paying for a solicitor.

The Court can deal with almost any
claim of less than £ 750.

What kind of things can you sue
for?
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1, Payment of a debt owing to
yOU.,

2. FPaulty service from a garage,
dry cleaner, builder etc.

3. Claims against shops for
faulty goods.

4. A dispute with the landloxrd.

5. Claims for damages in a road
accident.

How to go about it:

For any small claims (i.e.less
than £ 75) you will not need a
solicitor and you may have the
claim heard by arbitration. This
means that you can put your case
in private and do not have to
appear in Court. Even if you are
claiming more than £ 75 you can
still ask for arbitration and this
will probably be allowed if youxr
opponent agrees. To start proceed-
ings you fill in a form at the
County Court. If in doubt, contact
a local Advice Centre.

What does it cost?

You have to pay a Court fee. The
minimum is £ 1.25, and it increa-

ses as the amount you are claiming
increases, up to a maximum of £ 6.75.
If you win you can claim your costs
from your opponent. These will in-
clude the Court fees, your travelling
expenses and loss of earnings for
you and your witnesses, If you lose
you will probably have to pay your
opponents expenses.



















