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BACKSTREET
COMMUTERS PASSING USAF Chilwell
will have noticed big bright letters painted
up on the inside of the compound inviting
them to reclaim the place on July lst. One
team of painters, on one of their nocturnal
visits, found themselves after wandering
round the place for a while alongside some
shiny newish-looking tanks. One of the
CND ócommandoesô climbed in and was
very tempted to press some of the control
buttons. Fortunatelyhe was persuaded not
to , which is probably just as well, since
otherwise Beeston might only be a
memory. Security? What security?

CONGRA TS TO Gedling Young
Socialists. Bored with discussing the
Russian Revolution and the nationalisation
of the top 200 monopolies, they ôve invited
speakers from the real world inhabited by
the anarchist, gay, animal rights and
legalisation of cannabis movements. We
gather that the Militant comrades in the YS
are less than impressed by the youth of
Gedling being exposed to such óbourgeoisô
influences.

YOUôLL BE SORRY to know that youôve
just missed the early June meeting of the
Full Gospel Businessmenôs fellowship. The
guest speaker was the Chaplain of
Strangeways prison in Manchester - where
óhe has been used mightily by the Lord.ô
Weôll try to give you warning next time of
their meetings. In case you wondered,
óLadies are most welcome to attendô.

ELSEWHERE, another branch of the
forces of law and order must be rather
embarrassed that copies of the briefing and
instruction notes for police taking part in
the recent óStop the Cityô demonstration
have got into the right hands. The briefing
notes give a fair summary of the political
reasons for the action as well as a fairly
detailed breakdown of the events over the
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day, including some possible actions which
werenôt in fact thought of but will be borne
in mind come the next big óStop the Cityô
in September. The notes list which police
are to be responsible to whom, where
exactly the police are to "exchange their
meal and snack vouchers and how to
process those arrested. A couple of
humorous notes creep in. There are
warnings that óeven in this computer ageô
cheques of over Ã10,000 are physically
carried around the City, and that extra
caution is needed at the London Guildhall
for a royal visit as ófurs and Rolls Royces
annoy our demonstratorsô. Less humorous
is the information that ódesignated vehicles
will carry NATO helmetsô, as well as the
degree of plain clothes infiltration and the
vast amount of police vehicles, horses,
motor cycles and foot-sloggers available.
The cancellation of all police leave (other
than annual holidays) on the day and 12
hour minimum shifts can hardly have

encouraged a good feeling from the police
side. g

A GAIN ON POLICING, our roving
reporters have noticed that the Meadows
police station next to the Midland station is
selling a book giving details of all the
hangings which took place in Nottingham.
Leaving aside the mental condition of an
author who would want to write about
such things, we can ôt imagine why the
book is on sale at a police station. Who
buys it? We doubt whether any criminal
passing through police hands would want
to buy such a book, and we can ôt imagine
anyone going into the station saying, óIôd
like to report my bicycle is stolen and can I
have a book on hanging pleaseô.

HOMELESS PEOPLE who are rich may
be interested Ill a housing conference to be
held at Nottingham University in July

-- organised by Shelter, the national
campaign for the homeless. The standard
charge for the weekend is Ã92. But for
those who wish to stay homeless over the
weekend, the non-residential rate is only
Ã74.75! Our advice to poorer members of
the community who wish to attend is to
squat and challenge them to send the
bailiffs in!

Famous quotes from recent court cases:
(a) Clerk of court John Friel: óQuiet,
please.ô Miner at the back: óShurrup, yer
muppet. ô .
(b) CNDer to magistrate: óWhy don ôt you
resign, then you wouldn ôt have to sentence
me ô.Magistrate: ó7 days. ô

GEM - GA Y EAST MIDLANDS
magazine is now officially defunct after 9
months of the paper. It will befollowed by
an as yet unnamed gay paper in a different
format. Full story next issue.
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CITYWISE is Nottinghamôs alternative paper -
alternative to the established media and the
established views they present.

Our pages are open particularly to groups
whose access to the conventional media is
limited, such as womenôs groups, black groups,
trade unions, the peace movement, gay groups,
environmental groups, and tenantsô associations
and other community groups.

Our guiding principle is that self-
determination and freedom from oppression
and exploitation are everyoneôs right, and that
concentrations of wealth and power are its chief
enemies.

Within this framework, we cover the widest
variety of action and opinion. Where possible,
groups and individuals are asked to speak for
themselves, and editing is kept to a minimum.
However, we reserve the right to reject or
amend anything libellous, racist, sexist or
inaccurate, and to edit down articles which are
too long. Contributors should give an address
and, if possible, telephone number, so we may
consult them about alterations.

We prefer articles to be signed (by an
individual or group), though we accept that
sometimes there are good reasons not to.

We ask contributors to check their facts
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corrections.
Citywise is run collectively and informally.

New people are always welcome, though of
course they should be in sympathy with our
aims. Readers are invited to our open meetings,
announced on this page in each issue.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
WHAT GOES PLOP every six weeks?
Answer - a subscription copy of Citywise on
your doormat.

Citywise comes out 8 times a year - a postal
subscription is Ã3.25. Weôre also asking people
to donate. Selling, as we do, over 1,000 copies,
weôre still dependent on advertising and
donations to break even. For the extra
donations you get nothing extra - just the
knowledge that itôs all for a good cause. And
you can tell your friends how generous you are!

If youôve missed the previous issues, weôll
send you the last three issues at 25p each inc.
postage. ó

Please subscribe by sending the appropriate
amount to our postal address: Citywise, Box B,
Mushroom, 10 Heathcote St, Nottingham NG1
3AA.

If you wish to donate regularly, a bankerôs
order is available on__ request. g

is

reach an estlmated 3,000 readers. Please ask for
our gates.
SELLING
Can ou take a few to sell within your group orY .
at a meeting? Discounts are available.
JOINING US y
Weôre run collectively and we're open to new
people. Writing, research, illustrations, typing,
layout, distribution, accounts - all are skills that
can be learnt...

MAIL
Mail for Citywise can be sent or handed in to
our mail-only address: Citywise, Box B,
Mushroom, 10 Heathcote St, Nottingham, NGI
3AA.
Copy for Citywise no. 6 to our Mushroom
address by 14th July. Please try to type
contributions and include a word count.

1 1|-

óPHONE MESSAGES
until the next issue should go direct to Citywise
on 788059 (evenings only).

OPEN MEETING j T  
The next open will be at 7.30 pm on Thursday
28th June at the TGWU offices, 259 Mansýeld
Rd. .



NEWS

Feminist bookfair |"óð__ðJ_/_ ñ 9
|n ott|ngham
MID-JUNE SAW the lst International
Feminist Bookfair. In Nottingham, the fair
was celebrated by two meetings including
readings and workshops by nationally
known feminist writers and the first
showing outside London of óTsiamelo: a
place of goodnessô - a film about the
dispossession of black people in South
Africa.

W.H. Smith branches all over the
country gave the Bookfair prominent
window and shop displays. However,
although the displays mentioned that there
were events all over the country the shops
were not keen on publicising local events
due to a national directive allowing only
uniform countrywide window displays.

This meant the feminist displays shared
their space with ógifts for fatherôs dayô
promotions!

Greens forced
to flee Hockley
A SHARP RENT INCREASE has forced
the Environmental Information Centre in
Goosegate to give up their lease.
Flitterman Investments, capitalising on the
recent upsurge of commerce in the
Hockley area, demanded that the rent goes
up from Ã1,200 a year to a massive Ã10,000
a year.

Negotiations reduced the demand by a
quarter but it was still too much. The
Environmental Centre, home for many
years of CND, Friends of the Earth and
many ecological groups, will be leaving for
much smaller premises on Mansfield Rd.
Thereôs no room there for CND who, as
we go to press, have not been able to secure
new offices.

Demolition call
TENANTS IN Hyson Green þats want to
see the flats pulled down, according to a
survey carried out by the tanantsô action
group. The survey is to be published in the
near future. This follows another survey by
the group published recently. This shows
that 64% of tenants have damp, 84% have
black dust coming out of the heating
system, 79% are worried about asbestos
and 57% suffer ill health.

Anti-racist move
by a Citywise reporter

THE CITY COUNCIL passed a motion on
4th June declaring its abhorrence to the
racist regime of South Africa. Two days
earlier about 60 people from Nottingham
took part in a mass demonstration in
london against South African Prime
Minister Bothaôs visit to Britain.
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By Frank Tumer

ONCE AGAIN the threat of closure hangs
over the Nottingham General. Proposals
drawn up by the Nottingham District
Health Authority Management Team
represent a virtual closure plan. The sale of
all the doctorsô residences, all the
properties on the Ropewalk, Oxford St,
Regent St and the Park, plus the sale of the
Pay Bed Wing, the entire Out Patients
Block and Thornton House reduces the site
to a fraction of the original. campus. Of the
remaining buildings, it is intended to
demolish nine wards along with the main
entrance and administration blocks.

óWhat is really planned is the decimation
of the General Hospital to a mere rumpô,
says COHSEôs Noreen Baker, Secretary of
the Action Committee To Save
Nottingham General. óCombining their
plans as already announced with the
instruction from the DHSS to sell off the
nursesô accommodation will leave
Nottingham general as an open space for
commercial grabbers. Only Trent Wing
and four wards in the Medical Wing will
remain. The Action Committee are
convinced that what would be left would
not be a viable unit and it would within a
year be sold off for other uses.ô

Initial sales of hospital property are
intended to fund the relocation of the
Generalôs Radiotherapy Unit to the City
Hospital. However, the Action Committee
doubts if the money raised would be
sufficient. Further, the proposal
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contradicts decisions made by the Health
Authority last year which looked towards
extending Radiotherapy at the General.

Alf Parker is NUPE Branch Secretary at
the General Hospital and chair of the
Action Committee. ó800 staff will be
affected by these proposals. No way are
they going to be able to assimilate them
into other jobs. The number of beds at the
hospital will be more than halved, from
460 to 200.ô

óWe will be calling on the public to
support our campaign to maintain this
hospital and to extend facilities for the
elderly. There are 6000 aged in the City of
Nottingham alone who suffer from pre-
senile dementia. It is an outrage that they
should even think of reducing beds
available to the elderly in this city.ô

Many services at the General have
already been transferred to the Queenôs
Medical Centre, two and a half miles from
the city centre. There have been no
accident and emergency facilities at the
General since the Eye Hospital was
relocated at the QMC earlier this year.
Other services would find it difficult to
remain on the General Hospital site if -the
Radiotherapy Unit was transferred.

The Action Committee intends to step
up the ýght to oppose the run-down of
health care facilities in Nottingham
through petitions and leafletting in a bid to
win public support for the campaign. A
further decision on the fate of the General
is expected on 12 July when the
Nottingham Health Authority next meets.
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by Nigel Lee

NOTTINGHAM COMMUNITY
PROJECT is to be broken up, and the
Director of the project, Roger Smith, is to
be stripped of all management
responsibilities, if a recommendation from
the Project Council is accepted by the
County Social Services Committee. Two
senior workers on the project have already
resigned during a top level County Council
inquiry.

NCP is the largest community work
project in the country with a Ã200,000 a
year budget and 17 workers. It was created
four years ago by the County Council
(under Tory control) in partnership with
the national Home Office funded
Community Projects Foundation (CPF)
and Nottingham Council for Voluntary
Services. All three agencies seconded
workers to the project and were
represented on the management. The
project has only 18 months left to run.

The original intention when NCP started
was to set up five neighbourhood bases
with two workers in each working with
local groups. However, once Roger Smith
was installed as director he proceeded to
reduce neighbourhood work to its present
level of only four neighbourhood workers
(in Radford, Hyson Green, Forest Fields
. 

Tories in trouble
TORIES ON THE CITY COUNCIL have
had a bad time recently. At the June full
Council meeting they eventually gave up
and went home, leaving Labour in sole
charge of the council chamber.

First they failed to stop Labour
renewing Nottinghamôs links with Minsk in
Byelorussia. Then they failed to take the
teeth out of an anti-apartheid resolution.
Finally they failed in an attempt to divide
Labour over the minersô dispute. Tory
leader Bill Bradbury had tabled a motion
supporting minersô óright to workô. But
this was amended by Labourôs John
Hartshorne, a striking miner, to call on the
government to allow a similar right to
work to the extra 3 million people made
unemployed by the Tories since 1979.

The crunch for the Tories came when
new councillor Dennis Jones stood up to
make his first speech following his victory
in the Bulwell West by-election when he
trebled Labourôs majority. He put forward
a policy statement from Labourôs National
Executive Committee condemning the way
the government was trying to starve the
miners back to work, and calling on the
NCB to stop the programme of pit closures
and revert to the Plan for Coal agreement.

óWeôve had enough,ô said Bill Bradbury
as the Tories marched out Jones was left
preaching to the converted and won the
vote 27-0.I
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and Sneinton). Instead, resources were put
into a Policy Unit, which aimed to work
closely with local authority decision
makers, and an Employment Unit which
initially aimed to set up community
businesses.

NCP management has been in turmoil
for the last 18 months. Trouble started in
1982 when the Head of NCPôs Policy Unit
Jerry Smith advised the Director to remove
a respected neighbourhood worker from
Broxtowe estate. A second worker on the
estate resigned in disgust and ACAS was
brought in by the unions. Other
professional workers on the estate,
including even the community constable,
protested and warned of NCPôs loss of
credibility. This removal of their
established workers undermined NCPôs
ability to contribute to the óBroxtowe
Development Planô - which was the Policy
Unitôs main piece of work. Jerry Smith
resigned recently during a top level County
Council investigation by Deputy Director
of Social Services Barry Newell and
Management Services chief Terry Gorman.

The Employment Unit also ran into
trouble. They started off with fine ideas of
setting up community businesses. But their
main project, Green Umbrella Enterprises
Ltd, failed to live up to its promise of
being óHyson Greenôs community
enterpriseô. In the best tradition of
footloose capital, it moved out of Hyson
Green and made no attempt to build a base
in any particular community. The Head of
the Unit, Chris Collinge, resigned early last
year when Green Umbrella went into
liquidation only 6 months after receiving a
Ã13,000 loan from the County Council.
His successor Chris Cobbold resigned
recently during the Newell-Gorman
inquiry.

Following these problems, an internal
inquiry was set up within NCP early last
year. But it proved to be a major cover-up.
Allegations of management incompetence
made by all the neighbourhood workers
and the local groups they were working
with were ignored and management
control over the project was just increased.

Mounting frustration within the project
led to a 6-page expose in the national
Community Action magazine last summer.
This forced another cover-up organised by
CPF trustees who took evidence from a
large number of people last December.
They refused to discuss their findings and
just declared their support for the project
and its Director.

However, the Community Action article
was taken up by several trade union and
Labour Party branches, and the County
Labour Party called for an investigation
into óalleged management incompetenceô
in NCP. The resulting Newell- Gorman
inquiry into community work in the county
will not report officially until September.

On top of all this, the County Councilôs
accounts for 1982/83 have been held up
for the last nine months while auditors
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have been investigating alleged
irregularities in payments to NCP. The
local Law Society has now recommended
that these matters be referred to the Local
Government Ombudsman who investigates
maladministration.

NCP management will now be
completely broken up.The Council for
Voluntary Service has already pulled out
its Student Training Unit, at the request of
NCP. And County Councillor Paddy
Tipping, chair of NCPôs Project Council,
told Citywise that the Social Services
Committee on 27th June will be discussing
a recommendation to split the rest of the
project into three parts:
1) The neighbourhood unit would get a
new management but may still only be
allowed four workers.
2) The Employment Unit and Policy Unit
will be merged under a small high powered
management committee to óprovide social
and economic development initiativesô. In
spite of the failure of these units, this side
of the project is likely to be strengthened!
3) The Director of NCP would be moved
sideways to a óDemonstration Unitô and
would lose all management control over
other NCP workers. His job would be to
write up the lessons he has learned from
running what is probably the worst
community work project in the country!

Political
chaþenge
By Nigel Lee
RACISM in housing policies must be
challenged politically by the Labour Party,
says local Community Relations Officer
Alan Simpson. Anti-racist policies canôt
just be left to council officers, he says.

In a new book published by the national
Labour Housing Group Alan has
contributed a section on ñRace Equality
and Council Housingò. He argues that the
Labour Party should build alliances with
black groups and the wider labour
movement to challenge racism in housing.

He makes a particular attack on the sale
of 11,000 council houses in Nottingham
since the sales blitz launched by the last
Tory administration. He argues that this
has meant ñindirect discriminationò
against black people - because a
disproportionate number of black
households are on the waiting list wanting
to rent the sort of decent homes with
gardens which have been sold. This is
illegal, he claims, and urges Labour
councils to get themselves prosecuted - and
then plead guilty! This may not succeed in
blocking sales but it would publicly show
up the governmentôs responsibility for
structural racism.

Right to a Home is published by
Spokesman at Ã3.95. It is essential reading
for any socialist with an interest in
housing.I
























