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The last night gigjof the current
Rock Week got underway, when The
BLUE ORCHIDS walked on stage. They
were immediately hit by sound prob-s
lems and had to hold a long sound-
check on stage which irritated the
large crowd assembled. When they
did get underway they started with
' The Flood' their very fine single
which lost a bit of its charm when
played live,

Their song structures (although (
did not want to use the comparison)
sound similar to- ‘early Fall.Martin
Bramah znd Una Baines are ex Fall
members which seems to back'it up.
I'd like to see The Blue Orchids .
ag&in sometime, in more sympathetic
surroundings.

And on to JOSEF K , current sta-
lwarts of rostecdrd xecords and one
of the hippest bands in the cosmos.
All I can say is forget the current
press hyping and go and.see this
band as they are excellent.
¥hether its a slow, atmospheric
dirge or a sprightly scratchy

- thrash: Josef K handle the soags
admirably with drummer Ronnie
Torrance and vocalist Paul Haig
particularly impressive.OcCcasional-
ly in between songs a pre-taped
synthetic american voice would sing
the praises of Josef K arent devoid
of a _sense of humour either.

And on to ORANGE JUICE who proce-
eded to play their highly enjoyable
pop songs,with Edwyn referring con-
stantly in between songs tongue in
cheek to being anti-rock,an obvious
snipe at the music press.It is sti-

11 good to see a band actively enj>
oying themselves on stage and Oran-
ge Juice certainly do that,their
best songs were 'Falling and Laugh-
ing! and *Poor 0ld Soult*.Although
they werent at their best this eve-
ning,which sdwyn admitted,they are

| still one of the most rntertaining
and enjoyable bands around.

If POSITCARD RECURDS keep putting
out records by bands of such inde-
niable quality such as ORANGE JUI-
vkt and JOSEF K,I for one shall not
be complaining.4ZTEC CAMERA anyone?
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The contrast of bands at this gig
highlighted the contrast between the
bands who claim they play new,innov-
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ative mmsic and those who are actua-

1ly playing it.The rockist tag does
not only apply to the swinging-guit-
ars-from-side-to-side inanely smili-
ng bands such as the Look etc,but

also to some of the so-called *futu-
rist* bands who are content to stick
to the cliches of vacuous post-mode-
tnism,a cult with no sort of philos-

ophy or thinking behind the musiec:

The music itself is not even.forward
looking or experimental,it sees the
gynthesizer as having value in itse-
1f,not in the way it is used.Synths
can be used in more rockist ways
than guitars (just contrast *Flight'
to your favourite Numan record),gnd
its obvious that it should be the
music that counts above all,not the
instrument or the clothes..

The first band on,Illustation,
illustrated this most clearly.lhey
dressed up redundant rock clichés
in an aura of futurism and a pret-
ence of being innovative,

Medium Medium,on the other hand,
are playing new and exciting dance
music without synths.Their songs

"are florid and ethereal,while remais

ning funky.They say that they are
about passion,not fashion and their

‘music certainly follows this,as

musical progression has never been
fashionable,.They are improving perf-
ecting a dance music which is.purely
their own.Its aimed at head,heart
and feet,and'it as anti-rock.as Paul
Morley could want,

Altered Images were pleasant enough,
vaguely danceable and did not prete-
nd to be anything they werent.They
had some adequate tunes,such as-*A
Day's Wait',but its about as cheap
to buy a Buzzcocks album as to go
and see them,and theres not that mu-~
ch difference if you close your eyes

JOSEF K BY MARK,MEDiUM MEDIUM B¥
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It could be said that New Order
need to be seen to be believed,for
their form of music is not one whi=-
ch can be easily captured in the
studio.They also have to seen for
it.to believed that they are not
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However,the comparison must be made
just to show how ridiculqus it 1s.
New Order's music replaces harshne-

ss with polish,doom with wistfulne-
ss.It is more melodic 4 swirling al-
most majestically towards a cresce-
ndo.lt is the realization of what
was promised by the last two tracks
on 'Closer'.The tunes - for thats
what they are - bubble and shimmer
in a way that borders on the hypno-
tic.
their gigs,considering musical

quality,are all different.Northamp-
ton was good,Heaven was awful and
Retford was,well,perfect is excess-

ive.Heaven may be a great club,but
new Order were just given such a
media overkill beforehand (and aft-
er) that they couldnt (didnt want
to?) live up to it.Yes,they were
actually bad and its quite amusing
that London should get the worst of
New Order.In addition to this,they
were totally eclipsed by an excell-
ent set by Section rwenty rive,who
seemed to excel when given an unus=
uwally warm reception.wew Order app-
eared to be more suited to the qui-
et non-recognition of the Porterho-
use in getford than to the baying
London hordes,who were clamouring
for something they didnt get,but
thought they did.New Order gigs can

range from the ritual (Heaven) to
the celebration (Retford) - theyve
got to be seen to be believed!































