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The last night gig of the current
Rock.Week got underway, whens Thsj
BLUE ORCHIDS walked on.stage. They
were immediately hit by sound prob;
lems and had to hold a long sound-
check on stage which irritated the
large crowd assembled. When they
did get underway they started with
* The Floodó their very fine single
which lost a hit of its charm.when.
played live. A A

Their song structures (although I
dÃd;not want to use the comparison)
sound similar tosearly Fall.Hartin{
Bramah and Una Baines are ex Fall
members which seems to backiit upt
I'd like to see The Blue Orchids C
agsin)sometime,fin*more sympathetic
surroundings,

 1nd on to aJOSEF]K , current sta-
lwarts oi rostcardvsecords and one
of the hippest hands in the cosmos.
All I can.say is forget the current
press hyping and go andesee this
band as they are excellent.
lhether its a slow, atmospheric
dirge or a sprightly scratchy
thP&8hÂ Josef K handle the songs
admirably with drummer Ronnie
Torrance and vocalist Paul Haig
particularly impressiveabccasional®
ly in between songs a pre-taped
synthetic american voice would sing
the praises of Josef K arent devoid
of agsense of humour either.

And on to ORANGE JUICE who proce-
aeded to play their highLy.enjoyable
pop songs,with Edwyn_referring con-
stantly in between songs tongue in
cheek to being anti-rock,an obvious
snipe at the music press.lt is sti-
ll good to see a band actively enje
oying themselves on stage and Oran-
ge Juice certainly do that,their
best songs were óFalling and Laugh-
ingó and !Poor old Soul';A1though
they werent at their best this eve-
ning,which nduyn admitted,they are
still one. of the most entertaining
and enjoyable bands around.

It POSICABU REUURD5 keep putting
out records he bands of such Indus
niahle quality such as ORANGE JUI-
cs and JOSEF K,I tor one shall not 
b complaining.&ZTEC'6AHERA anyone?
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The contrast of bands at this gigu
highlighted the contrast between tnô
bands Ihociaincthey play new,innOV-
strive music" #11086 are 8Âtl1ýó5"

plating it.'rhe rockist ú&81eÂÁÄB
not only apply to the swinging-glliik
ars-frOmpSid89tO*BidB inanely smili-
ng bands snÂh as the Look Bt@a5utp 
also to some of the so+ca1led,'ÃutuÂ
rist' hands who are content to stick
to the cliches oi vacuous post-modp-
rnism,a.cu1t with.no sort oi PhilÁ3'
ophyñ or A the ;m1B5-e<=~-5
The mnsicnitself is nbt BYQH-I0rVþrÂ
looking or experimenta1,iti8B6B_thB
synthesizer as having value in itse-
1Ã,not in the way it.is nsed.33nýhB
can he used.in,nore rockist ways %
than guitars (Just contrast *F11sh!='
to your favourite Human record),&BÂ
its obvious that it should be the
music that counts above aI.ló,not the
instrument or the clothes.-
The first band onglllustation,

illustrated this most clearlytfhqyt
dressed up redundant rock.clichÄs
in an aura of tuturisn and a pret-
ence ot being innovative.

i-i.ediuI,on the other hand,
are playing new and exciting dance

without synthsdlheir songs
are florid and ethereal,while renaisi
ning funkytihey say that they are  
gabout passion;nst;Ãashi@n and their
musicacertainly<ÃolloIsathis,as
musical pregressionchas never beenn
tashionabde.They"arerimprovingóperÃ-
8útiHýI8 dance mnsicxwhich is purely
their own.Its aimed at head,hesrt
and feet,and3it as anti~rock as Paul
.Horley"could.want.
Altered Images gwere pleasant eno

vaguely danceable and did not prete-
n to be anything they werent.!he3
had some adequate tunes,suchaas~'A
Bayós Iait\,hnt its about as cheap
to auþuzzcocks album as to go
and see them,and theres not that mn-
ch difference if you close your eyes-

Josnr K. !ULRK,llEDlUl&? nnnrun ex
an-renew.
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It Could be Said that New Qrder However,the comparison must be made
need to be seen to be believed,for just to Show how ridiÂu10u5 it 15,
their form of music is not one whi- New Qrderfs musiÂ replacgs harshne-
ch can be easily captured in the

i studio.They also have to seen for
it to believed that they are not
 merely an extension of Joy Division.

ss with polish,doom with wistfulne-
ss.It is more melodic, swirling al-
most majestically towards a cresce-
ndo.lt is the realization of what
was promised byethe last two tracks
on 'C1oser'.The tunes - for thats
what they are - bubble and shimmer
in a way that borders on the hypno-
tic.

Their gigs,considering musical
quality,are all different.northamp-
ton was good,Heaven was awful and
Retford was,well,perfect is excess-
ive.neaven may be a great club,but
new Order were just given such a
media overkill beforehand (and aft-
er) that they couldnt Qdidnt want
to?) live up to it.Yes,they were
actually bad and its quite amusing
that London should get the worst of
new 0rder.In addition to this,they
were totally eclipsed by an excell-
ent set by Section Twenty rive,who_
seemed to excel when given an unus-
ually warm reception.new Order app-
eared to be more suited to the qui-
et non-recognition of the Porterho-
use in netford than to the baying
London hordes,who were clamouring
for something they didnt get,but
thought they did.New Order gigs can
range from the ritual (Heaven) to
the celebration (Retford) - theyve
got to be seen to be believed!



CRISPY AMBULANCE
HAVE YOU GOT A SORT OF ANTI-IMAGE?
"Ware just us really.The way we rea
ct on stage depends on the audience
to a degree.Lihe I get a bit pissed
off with people who are very medio-
cre.I like an extreme reaction.Ext-
remely good or extremely bad - one
way or the other.It depends a lot
on the mood were in.Te dont have an
image at all,were just the way we
are."
PmOrbm luNOns !OU oneness Yuunm NOT
FAoHlONABLn.lF xOU nan Own-EYEO Ha-
lRCUlÄ TnnYy BL GsTrING On D0nN.
"Bossibly,but it doesnt matter to
us.nasica1ly we take ourselves into
consideration before anyone else
and thats one of the basic philoso-
ehies of the band - the way we dre-
ss and anything,we just please our-
selves.The stuff we play,if peoole
dobt like it thats tough on us."
"Its not tough on us,its tough on
them,but if people like it thats
the way things go.We like what we
olay.Wúre happy with what we do_and
the way we appear on stage.Wdre
happy with it and if nobody else is
its tough on them.If they feel bad
about us its their fault.Wel1 not
necessarily theyre fault,but they
dont have to stay and watch.Their
loss because they dont know what
theyre missing."
EHAT DO YOU AIM TO GET OUT OF THE
BAND? THAT ARE YOU AIMIHG FOR?
"Were in it for personal enjoyment.
Its like weve been together for 3
years and wave just come into the
public eye.Weve always done initia-
lly what we want to do and now peo-
ple are beginning to like it and
thats just the way it goes.Te rehe-
arse a lot and we all co-write the
songs.Certainly its now a case of
us all contributing towards the
ventures.Somebody might come up wi-
th an idea and itll be developed by
all of us.Everybody in the group
contributes to writing every song."
DO YOU THINK THE RECOGNITION YOURE
GETTING NOW IS DUE TO YOU SIGEING
TO FACTORY?
"I think a lot of people will go
out and buy Factoryrecords because
of Factory's past record.People are
interested in what Factory puts out

and that helped us a bit I think,it
gave us more public attention."
WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT DOING IHTER
VIEWS?
"I3 rather talk to a fanzine than I
would tha national music press.We
havent talked to the national music
press but the opinion Ive got of it
isnt particularly high.Take the NME
review,okay,that was one guys Opin-
ion - he thought we were crap.I can
accept that but I didnt like the
way he worded it,which was not óI
thought they were crapó but óthey
WERE crap'.Theres a difference bet-
ween the two,like its the indisput-
ed truth and if anyone says differ-
ent then h®s a jerk."
IS THERE SOMEONE TLSE SINGING ON
'NOT wane I úX?ECTED'? I
"No,Alan does all the vocals - he
double tracks a l0t.It is actually
two voices singing simultaneously.
Thats the only reason we have him
as a singer - he can do impressions,
he does Ian Curtis really well."

mÄAvs ruu uuw some STORY BEHIND'THE
NAME?
"N0,its just a name really.Basically
we picked it because its fairly rid-
iculous.On top of that,it doesnt pr-
oject an image;whereas a lot of nam-
es project an image,this name doesnt
You.hear the name óCrispy Ambulanceó
and you think ówhat the fuck does
that mean?'.They cant get any preco-
nceptions about the band.They just
cant with a name like that,so its
great - they just see it and its up
to them what they think."
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