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THE VOICE OF THE LABOUR MOVEMENT IN NOTTINGHAM.

NOTTINGHAM BULLETIN is jointly produced by Nottingham Trades Uinion Council (T.U. C. ),

the Nottingham Campaign Against the Cuts, and 118 Workshop. -
Its columns are open to contributions from people in the trade union and labour movement,
tenants and community movement, women's and ethnic minority organizations, and the unemployed.

Articles and contributions should be sent to:

NOTTINGHAM BULLETIN,
118, MANSFIELD ROAD,
NOTTINGHAM. (TEL: NOTTM. 582369).

"All initialled articles in this Bulletin are the work of individuals and do not necessarily
represent the views of the organizations responsible for its production."

IN THIS ISSUE

This edition of the Bulletin reminds us that there are a series of struggles continuing in
Nottingham - the campaign to Save the General Hospital, the fight to reinstate Eileen Crosbie,
the ongoing activity against housing cuts, the promotion of the development of an acceptable.
public transport network, and so on. These are the results of cuts made in the last round -
and even though the Cabinet has rejected Treasury demands for a further £2bn public Spend—
ing cuts in the next financial year (Financial Times, 20/11/1980), the cuts that will go
through will mean even more devastation of the public services. Moreover, there appears every
prospect of higher National Insurance contributions for employees and sharp increases in
tobacco, alcohol and other indirect taxes. There's more than one way to skin a cat = or in

this case, working people.

Other articles in this edition focus on the means this Government intends to use to achieve
its political project - legal restriction (if not prohibition) on legitimate trade union
activity through the Employment Act, the weapon of mass unemployment, its attempts to force
women back into the home, the escalation of racism through increasingly draconian

immigration restriction, and so on.

THE NOTTINGHAM & DISTRICT TRADES UNION COUNCIL

which was established in 1890, constitutes a
permanent lgcal centre for Trade Unions and
exists, amongst other things, to watch over
the local interests of labour, and to take
part in national and international efforts to

" promote the welfare of the workers. Registered

with the Trades Union Congress (T.U.C.), the
Trades Council is its local representative
and deserves the full support of ALL local
union branches. The Council consists of
delegates of local Trade Union Branches in
affiliation, which affiliate at a fee they
can afford.

For further information on how YOUR Branch
can affiliate, please contact the Secretary,
Chris Preston, 12, Emmanuel Avenue (NG3 6HF),
or telephone NOTTM. 51035.

shop stewards committees,etc.), organizations
of the unemployed (such as Claimants Unions),
Ethnic Minority and Women's Groups, Tenants

"and Community Groups, single issue campaigns

(such as Save Our Nurseries, Save Adult
Education, Child Poverty Action Group, and
so on), and political organizations.

The Fee is a nominal one of £2p.a.

For further information, please contact the
Secretary, Ian Juniper, c¢/o 118, Mansfield
Road or telephone Nottm. 582369.
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118 WORKSHOP 1is a Resource and Research
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THE NOTTINGHAM CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE CUTS

was established by Nottm. & Dist. T.U.C. in
1977 to aid and co-ordinate the resistance to
reductions in socially necessary public
spending. Local experience has shown that the
defence of public services and the fight for
improvements demands that tenants organizat-
ions, community groups and unions fight co-
ordinated campaigns. The Nottingham Campaign
exists to attempt to achieve just this alli-
ance, as it believes that the only way of
seriously opposing the cuts is to build and
sustain massive and open resistance to them
based on strong active struggles in as many
areas and sectors as possible.

Affiliation is open to Trade Union
organizations (branches, workplace groups,

Centre for Trade Unions and Community
Groups in Nottingham, and was formed by the
merger of Nottingham Workshop and the 118
Resources Centre in 1979. It exists to
provide research, information and printing
facilities, and concentrates on issues of
poverty, health and safety at work,
employment and the local economy and public
services.

By asking groups using the 118 WORKSHOP to
pay an affiliation fee for the services they
receive, groups can show their support for
the WORKSHQP and ensure that it stays in
business. All affiliates are entitled to use
the services of the 118 WORKSHOP and to re-
ceive one copy of the Nottingham Bulletin,
Workshop publications and reports, and minu-
tes of meetings. \

For further information, please contact the
Secretary, Nigel Lee at 118, Mansfield Road,
or telephone Nottm. 582369.
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The three dozen trade unionists who attended
the Trades Council Cuts meeting on Sept 16th
listened to Kate Truscott of Health Fightback
" explain how ill-health is the experience of
more and wmore working class people so its in
the interests of the whole working class to
fight for our health service. A commitment
was made by members of the various trade uni-
ons there to put these ideas into practice by
supporting moves to have tne General Hospital
campaipgn with motions at trade union branches
and with factory gate meetings and collectio—-
ns.

Kate, one of the co—ordinators of Health
Fightback, came with personal experience of
the Hounslow Hospital Work—in that was bruta—
1ly raided in 1977 and with day-“to-day conta—
ct with other health campaigns, including the
mass pickets at Sf Benedicts in London their
message was that too many campaigners have
been naive believing that the Area Health Au-
thorities have just been "unthinking' and so
could be persuaded by visits to their offic-
ers, letters, the support of public figures,
press conferences and perhaps the good-will
of the Minister. Now the cuts honey moon is
over, and its time to fight for the support
of the working class in work places and comm—
unities all over the area. The Trades Council
will take this work up.

Joyce Donn of the General Hospital Action
Committee explained how the plans to open the
University Hospital had never included the
closure of the General; this closure is a cut
not a rationalisation and needs to be fought
as such. She explained how the Action Commit-
tee had developed a tremendous amount of sup—
port to retain the Hospital and that the cru-

nch would come in the next few months when
the Area Health Authority made a firm decisi-
on about the closure. Wyn Connor of the Et-
wall Hospital (Derby) Work-in, outlined how
their fight had been smashed by an AHA raid.
One of the lessons had been getting solid en—

ough backing from staff within the Hospital.

Members of Derby Trades Council explained
the significance of the Brain Unit to them,
but both Nottingham and Derby trade unionists
were convinced of the need to fight in unison
for the whole health service.

On the agenda of the Cuts Committee for
future activity over health service issues
will be fund raising, organising trade union
and factory gate support for the General Hos-
pital (including discussion at the Trades Un-
ion Council) getting affiliations to Health
Fightback.

YOU MEAN IT WON'T
HURT YOU A BIT
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