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P|óBSSill!| |l|3llS
THERE IS A LOT OF ANGER over the
impending demolition of the Bertrand
Russell Peace Foundation as part of the
Raleigh Street Clearance Area. In the
same building at the BRPF are the
Institute for Workersó Control and the
Russell Press .

The City's Housing and Planning
Committees were expected to decide on
the demolition of this building on the
basis of a "notional layout" plan of the
new road system. Anyone who has seen
a "notional layout" will know just how
notional it is . Cllr Peter Price finally
managed to extract both detailed clear-
ance maps and the opinion of a senior
planning officer that there was no press-
ing need for the demolition. A minor
deviation from the proposed road layout
would be all that was needed.

At first it looked as though the Plan-
ning Committee would defer a decision,
but the matter was eventually passed to
the Labour Group and, despite the fact
that many councillors were clearly un-
happy at having to make a decision when
the details had only just been made
available, they voted it through .

So what is behind it all? Surely not
the simple reason that once a plan has
been made it cannot ever be altered .
Surely not the naive reason put forward
by a local councillor that the leaving of
one old building in a new development
wasn't in order. The building is in an
industrial area and there will be other
old buildings left standing nearby .

And surely not because the Russell
Press publishes socialist and anti-
Common Market material that might be
calculated to upset Cllr Cattermole of
the Labour Committee for Europe, who
is also a leading light in the Labour
Group. Perhaps not , but none of the
explanations make much sense.

þlllillll IIIBII
CONGRATULATIONS to the Evening
Post's Action Desk. It celebrated its
first birthday at the beginning of March
and has obviously helped a lot of
people since it started. It is a pity
that its zealous band of fearless
investigators has not achieved a more
penetrating analysis of the, at best
inefficient, at worst unscrupulous,
commercial enterprises which it
tackles than to weakly label as simple
ólack of communicationó the faulty
merchandise, the unanswered letters
of complaint, the undelivered orders, '
the evasion and the abuse that most
consumers face at some time.

Following the rather smug and self-
congratulatory anniversary article on
page 1 of the March 3rd Evening Post,
we find on page 5 a typical example of
this so-called ólack of communicationó .
In this particular case, a customer
made six visits to the shop and wrote
twice to the manufacturer about prob-
lems with her washing machine, but

got nowhere until the Evening Post
Action Desk stepped in. Is this really
ólack of communicationó, or is it more
typically a lack of interest in anything
but maximising profitô?

The Evening Post, flexing its
muscles on behalf of the consumer,
solves only a tiny part of the problem
and does little in the long rim to shift
power from the big firm to the small
customer. Isn't it time that Action
Desk was rather more critical of the
abuses that it comes across? Or
could it be that it is more important
for the Evening Post not to upset its
advertisers ô?

liasualty
THE LATEST CASUALTY of the
gentriýcation programme of Home
Breweries is the Blue Bell on Forman
Street, where the public bar has been
comprehensively tarted up with plush

I
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Slllll "IE W3"
WORD HAS BEEN circulating among
safety-conscious tenants at Balloon
Wood that a novel arrangement exists in
case of ýre. Rumour has it that one

lþllþló
Dear Sirs ,
Councillors are fair game and must ex-
pect criticism - indeed some construct-
ive criticism is often valuable. But to
be valuable, an essential pre-requisite
is that it should be informed Severalbanquette seating and copper-topped bar . . ' .

no doubt in an attempt to attract the ' Eñ "'euPÁ'ñ'5 made '1ñ )YÁó-'1" Mat'"Cñ1'Sf1ó;e
custom of inebriate journalists from
the Post building opposite.

This is particularly sad for members

usua y anonymous y are no on y -
informed but in my view malicious, if
not libellous .

. . First there is a kindly referenceof the West Indian communityó, as former (unsubstantiated of Course) to the ,,Se1t_
ly a resident sound system provided a aggrandizement of City Councillors"diet of reggae music most evenings - . . 'the only City Centre pub offering this a later in the same article we are told
type of entertainment. No-one, of
course, can accuse the brewery or
landlord of racial discrimination, but
the fact remains that the Blue Bell's
former public bar customers have
moved on, and lovers of reggae now
have to look further afield.

BBIIIQB llþlllllþiþll
tion of this journal last month, comes in
for some more local attention this month
when supporters of the Refuge for Bat-
tered Wives Campaign attempt to secure
the support of the Greater Nottingham
Society to set up a local Refuge

The Co-op is a much neglected
source of assistance for worthwhile
projects and has a long, if not widely
known, history of pioneering activities .
How many people know, for instance,
that in the last century most of the read
ing rooms and libraries used by ordin-

THE CO-OP, having attracted the atten-

ary people were run by the local Co-op?
In Nottingham itself, the Arts Theatre
and Educational Centre are later evi-
dence of a concern much wider than just
retailing.

Whether the Co-op supports this cam-
paign depends, of course, on the mem-
bers of the Society. Only a few of the
-E," million shareholders will attend the
membersó meeting later this month to
vote on the motion, but the Campaign is
hoping that those who do will support it .
Details of where and when to attend the
meeting can be checked from the porters
at any Co-op branch (but don't forget to
take your red Share Wallet with you).

that the Festival has been re-named
"Holiday Time". Holiday Time was
arranged in a hurry in 1973 because we
had no time that year to arrange a pro-
per Festival. It was held largely to
maintain continuity and to keep some-
thing going. A full-scale Festival was
arranged last year and named as such,
and similar arrangements are being
made this year (June 14-29) and it will
be a Festival. One wonders where
your correspondent has been for the
last two years.

Reading on, we read a piece b that
well known local journalist, Mr (óor it
could be Mrs or Miss) On Target, which,
after some cheap jibes about several
Councillors, ends with the conclusion
that Councillor Baker has been removed
from Planning Committee because he
opposed the purchase of private houses
at Cinderhill. Stan Baker has been
quite ill for some time, as his lack of
attendance at meetings will show.
Apart from that, the Labour Party
fought the last elections on a clear man-
ifesto which included a pledge to tackle
the housing problem. The purchase of
privately built houses is just one aspect
of implementing that determination.
Similarly we pledged support for the
development of leisure services, in-
cluding the building of a concert hall.

In another paragraph disparaging
reference is made to Councillor Car-
roll for not supporting the appointment
of an Urban Environmental Officer. No
cognizance is taken of the fact that the
Government have issued circular after
circular telling us that we must not
spend more than absolutely necessary,
so that had such an appointment been
made, there would have been no cash to
carry out any of his recommendations.
Finally, on page 5, we are told that

wall in each flat is made of thin plaster-
board which occupants can throw them-
selves through in an emergency. Unfor-
tunately, no-one knows which walls are
plasterboard and which are concrete.
Dreadful scenes are envisaged should
the cry of "Fire!" ever ring through
the precincts .

"rumour suggests that the City Planning
Committee is on the verge of a sell out"
a propos Bridlesmith Gate. "Rumour
is a lying jade" - but it does not really
matter, it is another stick with which
to beat the Council.

On page 7 we read how to fight rent
increases for Council Houses. No
doubt your correspondent "N.L." does
not know that the rent increases would
have been larger had we not subsidised
them by Ã1.8 million from the rates or
that if the Tories had had their way,
the increases would have been even
larger. If he (or she) did know, it was
not mentioned - but again, who cares?
It is a good story.

On pa e 8 "Barker" of "Merry go
Round" %where do you find them?) has a
go at Jack Dunnett MP for abstaining on
a vote on the Finance Bill. No mention
of the fact that he had obtained the per-
mission of the Labour Whips to do so.

Then we get back to Stephen Evans.
His opposition to Theatre Point did not
lose him the Labour Whip per se. Our
Stephen had already been called over
the coals on previous occasions. This
was merely the culmination of events.
For let it be said once and for all that
the Office block development never got
beyond the stage of investigation. We
never took a firm decision to proceed.
It never got that far. Whilst on the sub-
ject, turning to page 16 and reading an
article by yet another shy journalist
named "Watchman" we find that policy
is made by a caucus. I am sure that the
rank and file members of the Labour
Group will be very interested to learn
this. It must make them wonder whether
the regular monthly policy meetings
they attend really happen. The second
paragraph of this particular article
starts off "To accomplish this the Cor-
poration agreed to give Bentray Invest-
ments the first option to develop the
site . . ." The Tory controlled Com-
cil a reed several years back when the
old Empire was demolished. It was a
binding proviso about which the present
Council could do nothing. Indeed, what-
ever this site is ultimately used for,
Bentray still have the legal right to de-
mand first go.

Back to page 12 - and just one com-
ment to the first writer I can identify.
Mr Morris ought to know that a few hun-
dred yards up the road from the old
Victoria Art Gallery, the Midland Group
Gallery are moving into premises where
they are to provide, with City, County,
Arts Council etc. ós help, an Arts Com-
plex that will be one of the most impor-


























