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to the People's Centre, 33 Mans-
field Road, Nottingham, but should
not be taken as representing the
opinion of the Centre, or other
affiliated organisations, or of any
other organisation.
Photography: Theatre Royal and
Nottingham Traditional Music Club
by Nigel Pert: Circus and New
Basford by Fred Broad.
Printed by THE CHESS PLAYER
LTD, Nottingham.

linllar llll till
COMMUTING MOTORISTS trapped in
the queues resulting from the County
Council's "Traffic Collarñ scheme may
like to amuse themselves with a new
game - spot the Ford Granada.

The Ford Granada to look out for is
a rich Tory blue in colour, registrat-
ion number BPU 564L. This energy-
saving 3000 c.c. model belongs to
Councillor Frank Higgins, chairman of
the County Council Environment Commit-
tee, and moving force behind the Coun-
tyó s Traffic Collar proposals. More
interesting still is the fact that this car
is provided with Frank's recent direct-
orship of the National Bus Company.
However, rumours that_þTe car has
been speciýcally designed to fit Notting-
hamós newly introduced bus lanes must
unfortunately be discounted.

||lSþ|lllBþlóllI!| þlil o
OUR MARCH EDITION brought to light
the strange disappearance of Dennis
Carroll, Bridge Ward councillor and
son of City Labour leader John Carroll.
Dennis has now written from his Swan-
sea retreat seeking the guidance of
East Nottingham General Management
Committee on whether to resign his
Council óseat. Not surprisingly, the
electoral calculations made by the
Management Committee advised against
resignation, despite an expected ó
absence of six months. During this
time, Councillor Carroll expects to be
absent from all Council Committees
except the full monthly meetings of the
Council. It might be worth keeping a
wary eye on the travelling expenses p
claimed by a certain councillor in the
coming months.

þilillll PIISI
THE EVENING POST has recently
started a brand new column called "Pub
Call". It's taken a mere nine months to
catch up with Nottingham Voice, so
naturally we'll be keeping an interested
eye on it. We might even follow up a
few of the reports to assess their
accuracy. Strange thing about the
column is that it devotes large amounts
of space to food and hardly mentions
beer at all - usually no more than a
column inch out of about twenty-four -
and never gets beyond cotton-wool
adjectives like "palatable" and ñwell-
keptñ. Of course, the Evening Post
being what it is , a genuine evaluation
of beer and pubs is rather unlikely.
Connoisseurs are advised to stick to
our own Chris Holmes, national chair-
man of the Campaign for Real Ale: itó s
a safe bet the Post won't be running
anything like gig month's article, for
example.

Slllllllllllþl
THERE IS DISSENSION in the ranks
at the County Social Services Depart-
ment"- and all over who really controls
that narrow boat which has provided so
much good publicity for the department.
The original project was conceived by
several social workers in the City and
the idea was to purchase and renovate a
narrow boat which would then be used
for kids in the community who were con-
sidered to be at risk. A boat was pur-
chased with money obtained from a
Home Office Urban Aid Grant, and was
to be completely under the control of a
Management Committee. This Commit-
tee collapsed last year during "reorgan-
isation" in local government. The new
hierarchy in County Social Services
proceeded to ignore the existence of the
project until recently. The social work-
ers involved had run out of money and
renovation was incomplete. Negotiat-
ions were begun to sort out the future
of the project and a new constitution
was drawn up. Unfortunately, the new
constitution, after emerging from the
depths of Social Services, was not
quite what the social workers thought
they had agreed to. The new constitut-
ion placed complete control of the pro-
ject, including decisions on who should
be allowed to use the boat, in the hands
of the Director of Social Services.
This is not compatible with the original
Urban Aid application. Further, there
are plans to use some of the Intermed-
iate Treatment budget to complete the
renovation and to employ a part-time
worker for the boat. So instead of a
low cost, informal project for the use
of almost any kids the whole thing is
rapidly turning into .a rigid, bureaucrat-
ic, and rather expensive one. And
no-one would suggest that it is because
the boat has turned out to be such good

lpublicity .

 

lþllþl þllllþþl
AN APPEAL HAS BEEN LAUNCHED
following the lengthy trial of six paper
sellers arrested for "obstruction" out-
side the Victoria Centre while selling
Socialist Worker and Red Weekly.
Legal aid was withdrawn from five
defendants, so there are considerable
legal costs. All donations should be
sent c/o the People's Centre, 33 Mans-
field Road, Nottingham, and marked
Legal Appeal.

The affair began last June when three
sellers of Socialist Worker were arrest-
ed. Although the situation was discuss-
ed by Councillor Peter Price and Chief
Superintendent Smedley, and an agree-
ment was reached that there would be
no further arrests if the sellers did not
stand shoulder to shoulder, there were
three more arrests the following Satur-
day. The first three arrested were
fined and given costs to Pay. If it had
not been for photographic evidence , the
same might well have happened to the
other three. Despite this, legal aid
was withdrawn from a total of five
defendents.

This seems to be part of a general
erosion of liberty at present. The
Civil Rights Campaign has begun a
campaign to combat this erosion, and
details can be obtained from the
People's Centre.
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"WE REGRET ANY INCONVENIENCE TO OUR CUSTOMERS
WHILE THE PUB IS PLASTICATED!"

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS may be
in for a rough ride at the moment with
cutbacks in educational spending, so it
is nice to see them standing up for
academic freedom. Recently a local
paper (well, that's what they call USó)
contacted the Trent Polytechnic Survey-
ing Department for a comment about the
Traffic Collar scheme which is shortly
being introduced. The intrepid Dr Ivor
Seeley, Head of the Surveying Depart-
ment, forthrightly announced that he
would have to check with his bosses
before saying anything. He checked
with them and didn't say anything.

ówe-

THE LOCAL OMBUDSMAN has now
reported on the complaint made by the
Peopleó s Centre against the County
Council. His decision is that there was
no maladministration on the part of the
Policy Committee that deleted the
Peopleó s Centre application for a grant
under the Urban Aid Scheme. However,
the ombudsman says in the report that
two out of the three reasons given by
the Council for turning down the applic-
ation were not good enough - the fact
that the Voice is published from the
Centre is not relevant, and no evidence
was produced to support the second
reason, which was that the Centre pro-
vided poor quality advice. Indeed, the
ombudsman was impressed with what the
Centre was managing to achieve on a
very limited budget. However, the final
reason, that the Centre might be consid-
ered a duplication of the Counciló s own
Citizensó Advice Bureau, was accepted
by the ombudsman as having some valid-
ity .'

Despite the rejection of the Peopleó s
Centre complaint against the County
Council, the City Council is obviously
taking the ombudsman seriously. The
City Solicitor has recently sent a letter
to all councillors outlining some of the
matters which could be investigated by
the ombudsman. These include "allegat-
ions of bad faith in giving grants to
voluntary bodies; allegations of improp-
er allocation of Council houses; excess-
ive delays in dealing with a particular
matter".

None of this has helped the Peopleó s
Centre, which continues to exist with-
out any official funding at all. It may
be that the Centre will be back with a
new application for funds this year, and
it will be interesting to see what the
Policy Committee does with it.

lBllBlóS
Housing costs
Dear Sir,
I refer to the letter from Councillor May-
nand, published in your April issue
which, inter alia, stated that, "the
(council) rent increases would have
been larger had we not subsidised them
by Ã1.8 million from the ratesñ.

This implies that the ordinary rate-
payers of this city subsidised the rents
of council tenants by this huge amount.

Please allow me to make the following
observations:

1. The General Rate Ftmd receives
its revenue from the followin'g sources
(according to the April issue of the
ñNottingham Arrow"):

Householders 32. 3%
Shops, Offices, etc. 29.1%
Factories 19.7%
Other Sources 18.9%
2. It would seem from this breakdown

that of the Ã1.8 million contribution to
the Housing Revenue Account referred
to by Councillor Maynard only 32.3% or
Ã581,400 was paid by the domestic rate-
Payeró.

3. But according to my information
52% of the total domestic rate comes
from council tenanE (in addition to rent
increases) .

4. It would appear therefore that the
actual amount of the contribution by
domestic ratepayers , other than corm-
cil Enants, to council house subsidies
is around Ã279,072 and not Ã1.8 million
as had been implied.

5. As a council tenant it may be that
I am over-sensitive about this but it
would be interesting to know whether:

a) my interpretation of the figures
is correct.

b) i-ndividual items are debited to the
Housing Revenue Account which have
little relevance to Housing as such (e.g.
I understand a local tenants association
recently made reference to an annual
charge of Ã150,000 on the Housing Reve-
nue Account for the cultivation of pen-
sionersó gardensô. O.K., but a
proper charge on the Housing Revenue
Accoumt? ) .

c) rent rebates (surely a proper
charge on social services) are debited
to the Housing Revenue Account. One
appreciates that items (b) and (c) have
to be paid for but along with slum clear-
ance they should be a charge on the
whole community and not loaded (if this
is so) on the Housing Revenue Accotmt,
which, when in deficit, is used as a
stick with which to beat the council ten-
ant.






















