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'FDUCATION

"We have to prepare for the
changing Britain and the
changing world in which our
children are growing up.
We must be ready to invest
in their future, Better
education and equality of
opportunity ... But

this means spending more
on education, It is a
question of priorities."

Harold Wilson, June 16th, 1970
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CUTS: THE LOGIC
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AH YES ...

| CAN SEE THAT
MAKES SENSE

"There will be no scope for
improvement of standards in
the education service at any
level and only by strict
economy and careful planning
will it be possible to obviate

v the need for reductions in
standards."
Government Circular,
DoE 88/75, September,

‘ 1975
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LABOUR PAINS

ONCE AGAIN the machinations of East
Nottingham Labour Party float to the surface
of Nottingham's polluted river of political
life.

Once again the familiar characters are
there . . . Dieter Peetz, Stephen Evans and
of course Magpie supremo MP Jack Dunnett
"whose unendearing mug shot must have a
season ticket in the Evening Post's sports
gallery.

Dieter Peetz, who has an engaging habit
of haranguing you against the background of
stirring revolutionary music blaring from the
ever-present cassette recorder slung around
his professional neck, has contrived to get
readmission to the Labour Party, only to be
slung out on his ear again.

Significantly the Labour Party's National
Executive Committee decided the constituency
party had acted unconstitutionally in expelling
him - remember that was over his audacity in
convening the meeting at which anti-corruption
campaigner Eddie Milne, former Blyth MP,
was the main speaker.

We don't yet hear the gnashing of teeth
inside East Nottingham's power elite over the
blunders they must have made. Nor do we hear
noisy demands for mass resignations from the
rank and file.

Nevertheless the principle of using
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unconstitutional methods to expel Peetz could
be a dangerous precedent.

Still, brother Dieter cooked his goose with
his vitriolic anti-Dunnett "clean up Labour"
campaign which ensued in the October, 1974,
General Election.

And this gave the Labour Party the sorely
needed let-out to expel him again,

Re-admission would have been an
embarrassment particularly to Bill Whitlock
(MP for North Nottingham) since Dieter now
lives in North Nottingham and would have
become a member there.

And not to uphold his appeal against the
original expulsion could have meant a long,
expensive drag through the High Court to
defeat this eloquent "natural justice"
campaigner.

Cllr Stephen Evans despite his grudging
re-admission to the Labour Party has still
not had the City Council Labour Whip restored
to him,

It would presumably have been a temporary
easing of the cold war. Anyway - he has
failed to get a Labour-backed fight in the May
elections. |

And so unless he gets a seat as an
Independent Socialist his councillor days are
numbered.

His line may be uncompromising and
doctrinaire but few of the current councillors,
both Labour and Tory, would have taken the
sheers and ill-informed criticism he has had to
face with such aplomb.

To disagree with his thinking is easily
done. But in highlighting the narrow views of
the Labour group democracy he has done a
valuable job.

Perhaps he'll fight Jack Dunnett in the
race to Westminster next time around.

He could do worse., Our Jack, according
to a fine piece of Reds-under-the-Beds
paranoia in the Daily Telegraph, is one of a
dozen "moderate" Labour MPs threatened by
the ultra-left.

Along with Reg Prentice, Frank Tomney
and all, Mr Dunnett is said by the Telegraph
to know that he has "Marxists and Trotskyists
in their constituency Labour parties
masquerading as Labour men. Their aim is to
bring pressure to bear to oust the moderate
MP and replace him with someone from the
ultra-left."

So come on all you ultra-lefties, you have
only the Dunnett machine and a 5,956 majority
(Oct. 1974) to beat.



Yah-boo sucks!

THERE WERE SOME TIRED and emotional
scenes at the Council House this week
following a reception for a West German
diplomat. The meeting of the Finance
Committee was delayed for half an hour

so the councillors could get an agreeable
quantity of alcohol inside them.

The quality of the booze certainly re-
vealed itself during the extraordinary debate
that followed during the Finance Committee.

With May's elections on his mind the
ineffectual Tory leader Jack Green feebly
suggested that the Labour group were using
the council newspaper, Nottingham Arrow,
as election propaganda. He made particular
reference to the headline about cutting 8p off
the rates which, he said, didn't explain that
the Socialists had hoarded balances solely for
that purpose.

It seemed that Mr Green was spurred on by
courage of the Dutch variety, but eventually
succumbed to heated Labour denials from Big
Daddy John Carroll and Uncle Len Maynard.
The latter ended the debate on his usual
intellectual note by asking Green if he thought
the Tories would win the elections. Green
replied that he did.

Said Maynard: "Then you're a prat."

The offshoot of all this hot air was that the
Committee agreed to spend £32,000 on publish-
ing the Arrow this year.
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GOOD BUSINESS

AND NOW, to belie negative and doctrinaire
attitudes - a tribute, two in fact.
One of them sincere . .

A more efficient and honest agent in the
dishonest game of politics you are never hkely
to meet,

I wish him well in his new role, trying to
regain South-East Derbyshire from Peter
Rost and Beeston from Jim Lester.

[ am sure the two safe-seat tenants in
Nottingham, Michael English and Bill Whitlock,
will miss his organising abilities.

The other rosette goes to County Council
Finance Committee Chairman Michael Cowan.,

Not just for his fine, concise, in depth
analysis of Gedling Council leader Herbert
Bird as a "parish pump bully".

Nor even for the Frankenstein hold Bird
claims Cowan has over the County Council
minority Conservative group. '

Rather for his prowess as an aspiring
capitalist: In April 1975 the County Council
bought 440,000 five pence shares in Horizon

. to West and North
Nottingham Labour Party agent Peter Coleman.

Midlands - the main operators at East
Midlands Airport in which the County Council
has a big financial stake.

The shares cost 16p apiece - total cost of
the purchase £71,049,

* The Council recelved dividends of £6,769
last June, £5,043 in November and the final
dividend for 1975 payable after the annual
meeting this May will be £12,438. And to add
self-satisfaction to the wry grin which is said
to currently be featured at County Hall the
market value of the shares is now a remarkable
£198,000.

I wonder how many Tory councillors took
his advice and invested their true-blue money
in Horizon Midlands?
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Landlords Anonymous

MORE AMAZING OUTBURSTS from the
Private I.andlords Association in Nottingham,

Voice readers will remember that this well-
meaning body banned students from its prop-
erties last year because the poor scholars
kept getting rents reduced by the Rent Officer
and the Rent Tribunal.

Now the PLA intend to pick on the Rent
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Sunday 7 pm CISCO: 7 piece rock

Wednesday 8 pm SLENDER LORIS

Thursday 8 pm MENSCH

Friday 8pm DESPERATE DANN

Saturday Room available for hire
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RESTAURANT  HOT & GOLD BAR SNACKS
BUSINBSSMAN'S LUNCHES  Plus 4 la carte











































