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BER 29

"We have to prepare for the óAH YES . . . 1
changing Britain and the
changing world in which our
children are growing up.
We must be ready to invest
in their future. Better
education and equality of
opportunity . . . s But
this means spending more
on education. It is "a

J

question of priorities . "
Harold Wilson, June 16th, 1970

"There will be no scope for
improvement of standards in
the education service at any
level and only by strict
economy and careful planning
will it be possible to obviate
the need for reductions in
standards . "
Government Circular,
DoE 88/75, September,
1975
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ONCE AGAIN the machinations of East
Nottingham Labour Party float to the surface
of Nottingham ó s polluted river of political
life.

Once again the familiar characters are
there . . . Dieter Peetz, Stephen Evans and
of course Magpie supremo MP Jack Dunnett
whose unendearing mug shot must have a
season ticket in the Evening Postó s sports
gallery.

Dieter Peetz, who has an engaging habit
of haranguing you against the background of
stirring revolutionary music blaring from the
ever-present cassette recorder slung around
his professional neck, has contrived to get
readmission to the Labour Party, only to be
slung out on his ear again.

Signiýcantly the Labour Party's National
Executive Committee decided the constituency
party had acted unconstitutionally in expelling
him - remember that was over his audacity in
convening the meeting at which anti-corruption
campaigner Eddie Milne, former Blyth MP,
was the main speaker.

We don'tyet hear the gnashing of teeth
inside East Nottingham's power elite over the
blunders they must have made. Nor do we hear
noisy demands for mass resignations from the
rank and ýle.

Nevertheless the principle of using

NOTTINGHAM VOICE is an independent
paper which is against the use of money
and power to exploit any group or
individual. We welcome news, articles and
help from interested groups and individuals.
Editorial meetings are held each Monday at 7
6.00 pm at 33 Mansýeld Road and, after-
wards, in the Peacock Hotel, All those
interested in helping are invited to attend
any meeting. N A 1  
Nottingham Voice is printed and published
by the Nottingham Voice Committee ,
33 Mansýeld Road, Nottingham.
Telephone: (0602) 41 1676,
This edition was produced by: Fred
Broad, Roger Critchley, Maggie Smith,
Nigel Lee, Pete Campbell, Ian Hornsey,
Alan Fountain, Chas Griffin, Marion
Pert, Judy Wood, A.B. Dick and others.
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unconstitutional methods to expel Peetz could
be a dangerous precedent.

Still, brother Dieter cooked his goose with
his vitriolic anti-Dunnett "clean up Labour"
campaign which ensued in the October, 1974,
General Election. I

And this gave the Labour Party the sorely
needed letðout to expel him again. t

Re-admission would have been an
embarrassment particularly to Bill Whitlock
(MP for North Nottingham) since Dieter now
lives in North Nottingham and would have
become a member there.

And not to uphold his appeal against the
original expulsion could have meant a long,
expensive drag through the High Court to
defeat this eloquent "natural justice"
campaigner.

Cllr Stephen Evans despite his igrudging
re-admission to the Labour Party has still
not had the City COLll'lCi1 Labour Whip restored
to him.

It would presumably have been a temporary
easing of the cold war. Anyway - he has
failed to get a Labour-backed ýght in the May
elections.  _

And so unless he gets a seat as an
Independent Socialist his councillor days are
numbered.

His line may be uncompromising and 7
doctrinaire but few of the current councillors,
both Labour and Tory, would have taken the
sneers and ill-informed criticism he has had to
face with such aplomb.

To disagree with his thinking is easily
done. Butin highlighting the narrow views of
the Labour group democracy he has done a .
valuable job.

Perhaps he'll ýght Jack Dunnett in the
race to -Westminster next time around.

 He could do worse. Our Jack, according
to a fine piece of Redsðunder-the-Beds
paranoia in the Daily Telegraph, is one of a
dozen "moderate" Labour MPs threatened by
the ultra-left.

Along with Reg Prentice, Frank Tomney
and all, Mr Dunnett is said by the Telegraph
to know that he has "Marxists and Trotskyists
in their constituency Labour parties
masquerading as Labour men. Their aim is to
bring pressure to bear to oust the moderate
MP and replace him with someone from the
ultra-left . "

So come on all you ultra-lefties, you have
only the Dunnett machine and a 5,956 majority
(Oct. 1974) to beat. A



THERE WERE SOME TIRED and emotional
scenes at the Council House this week
following a reception for a West German
diplomat. The meeting of the Finance
Committee was delayed for half an hour
so the councillors could get an agreeable
quantity of alcohol inside them.

The quality of the booze certainly re-
vealed itself during the extraordinary debate
that followed during the Finance Committee.

With May's elections on his mind the
ineffectual Tory leader Jack Green feebly
suggested that the Labour group were using
the council newspaper, Nottingham Arrow ,
as election propaganda. He made particular
reference to the headline about cutting 8p off
the rates which, he said, didn't explain that
the Socialists had hoarded balances solely for
that purpose.

It seemed that Mr Green was spurred on by
courage of the Dutch variety, but eventually
succumbed to heated Labour denials from Big
Daddy John Carroll and Uncle Len Maynard.
The latter ended the debate on his usual
intellectual note by asking Green if he thought
the Tories would win the elections. Green
replied that he did.

Said Maynard: "Then youó re a prat. "
The offshoot of all this hot air was that the

Committee agreed to spend Ã32,000 on publish-
ing the Arrow this year.
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AND NOW, to belie negative and doctrinaire
attitudes - a tribute, two in fact.

One of them sincere . . . to West and North
Nottingham Labour Party agent Peter Coleman.
A more efficient and honest agent in the
dishonest game of politics you are never likely
to meet. ~

I wish him well in his new role, trying to
regain South-East Derbyshire from Peter
Rost and Beeston from Jim Lester.

I am sure the two safe-seat tenants in
Nottingham, Michael English and Bill Whitlock,
will miss his organising abilities.

The other rosette goes to County Council
Finance Committee Chairman Michael Cow an.

Not just for his fine, concise, in depth
analysis of Gedling Council leader Herbert
Bird as a "parish pump bully"...

Nor even for the Frankenstein hold Bird
claims Cowan has over the County Council
minority Conservative group. '

Rather for his prowess as an aspiring
capitalist: In April 1975 the County Council
bought 440,000 five pence shares in Horizon

3
Midlands - the main operators at East
Midlands Airport in which the County Council
has a big ýnancial stake.

The shares cost 16p apiece - total cost of
the purchase Ã71,049.

ó The Council received dividends of Ã6,769
last June, Ã5,043 in November and the ýnal
dividend for 1975 ópayable after the annual
meeting this May will be Ã12--, 438. And to add
self-satisfaction to the wry grin which is said
to currently be featured at County Hall the
market value of the shares is now a remarkable
Ã198,000. .

I wonder how many Tory councillors took
his advice and invested their true-blue money 1
in Horizon Midlands? 7 1
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MORE AMAZING OUTBURSTS from the
Private Landlords Association in Nottingham,
Voice readers will remember that this well-
meaning body banned students from its prop-
erties last year because the poor scholars
kept getting rents reduced by the Rent Officer
and the Rent Tribunal.

Now the PLA intend to pick on the Rent
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Sunday 7 pm ClSCO= 7 piece rock

Wednesday 8 pm SLENDER LORIS e

Thursday 8pm MENSCH

Friday 3 pm DESPERATE DANN

Saturday Room available for hire
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Officers and members of the Rent Assessment
Panels as part of their "new radical policy".

They made a statement to the Press on
Tuesday night at a meeting in the West Notting-
ham Unionist Club on Noel Street at Hyson
Green. PLA members are very shy - they
gave no names .

What they're all bothered about is Govern-
ment officialsó interpretation of the 1974 Rent
Act. They reckon these officers are ýxing
rents too low .

They say they've tried pressuring the
Government with no result. Hence the new
"radical" policy. This policy is to monitor
all decisions made by Rent Officers and Rent
Assessment Panels over the next six months,
and if there is no increase in the rents being
fixed they will take two steps. The ýrst is
to release the car numbers and addresses of
local rent officers in order that landlords
and, they claim, the homeless can picket them
The second is to release the names of all
local people serving on Rent Assessment
Panels and to boycott their businesses.

All this is complete hypocrisy of course,
since the PLA won't say who is in their own
association and are meeting in complete
secrecy.

Nottingham Voice is extremely interested
in compiling a list of members of the PLA.
Any information will be gratefully received.
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THE PEOPLEó S CENTRE - an independent
advice centre in Nottingham - is still coming
up against the kind of prejudice which should
have gone out in the last century. The recent
correspondence in the Evening Post is a case
in point. The argument started when a
People's Centre worker claimed that the 6
Centre had dealt with a number of cases of
faulty administration and of hostility by Social
Security Ofýcers. A reply from the represen-
tative of the Civil Servants involved could do
no more than cast doubt on the number of
cases of this kind actually dealt with by the
Centre.

In fact, the figures for last month showed
that the Centre coped with 447 cases of all
kinds, of which nearly a half were concerned
with "welfare rights" - most of them social
security.

It seems a pity that these things can't be
discussed rationally without resorting to mud-
slinging about the work done by the Centre.

However, the People's Centre has just
received a grant from the studentsó Karnival
Committee of Ã4,000 - the largest grant given
this year. This guarantees the Centre's
existence for the next year and People's
Centre workers have asked us to pass on their
thanks to all the students who helped with
Karnival.

4

REGULAR READERS OF THE VOICE will
know that we are far from satisfied with 4 0
Nottingham's District Heating scheme which
supplies St Anns, the Meadows and the ~
Victoria Centre as well as some council 4
buildings. A 20% increase in charges was
announced at last week's Consumer Committee
for District Heating. But there were a few
more surprises.

Maintenance charges on the incinerator
are 100% more than estimated. Is it falling
apart? And according to Mr Birch of Clorius
Meters Ltd (who meter the hot water used, and
collect the money) "No pensioners have been
cut off. " This is surprising since the St Anns
Tenants Association provided evidence that at
least one pensioner had definitely been cut off.

But is it efýcient? Last year the scheme
burnt only 90,000 tons of rubbish instead of v
the projected 152,000 tons. They only achiev-
ed 60ó/Q production in other words.

In the nasty world of competitive capitalism
this would mean bankrupcty. As it is it means
extra charges to the consumers. VICTA, the
Victoria Centre Tenants Association, is pre-
dicting further large increases in the near
future. They say they are considering what
advice to give their members - including
possible non-payment of future increases.

SOME OF THE TORIES , particularly the 4
leadership, cannot be viewing with relish the
prospect of the loudmouthed Bird-man joining
their ranks shortly at a County byðelection.

He is a vehement anti-County Hall man yet
must be compromising his prejudice to spread
his well-oiled wings.

And the timing is signiýcant. Could it
give him the chance to grab the group leader-
ship this autumn ready for a grand slam
election next yearô?

The signs look ominous for compromise
leader Peter Wright - hence his siding with
Cowan against Bird in the recent row over
bills for civic hospitality. Wright predicts
Bird will come to the County with enemies in
both camps. Will this be enough to keep this
lumbering heavy downô?

Remember Fred Woodward, former City
Council Tory group leader, seeking a by-
election victory in the same neck of the woods
as Bird, could prove a useful ally to him.

And I'm sure Bird's henchman Howard
Noble, already a Tory group whip, won't let
his Gedling mastermind down.

The corridors of County Hall look set for
an interesting round of manipulation and
betrayal - thereó s no shortage of leading
players to this drama. -


























