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IF YOU LIKE PUNCH AND JUDY, Old Time
Music Hall and soap-box speeches all rolled

2

things I would like Councillor Carroll to do
apart from staying there . . . "

On ratepayers: "I was a Nottingham rate-
payer before I was old enough to vote. "

She kept on hitting out against theinto one you would have had a good night at the H _ H _ _
Albert Hall last Monday. In a packed hall fear- eCOnó?m1c morons who pFOV1d_ed a CH5ô
less Mrs Crowder, from the Ratepayers
Association, tried to prevent City Council
Leader John Carroll from "wrecking" her city

It was billed as politics. It came over as
pure entertainment.

Mrs Crowder took the stagefirst and
whammed into a carefully prepared speech
bristling with cliches , dripping with metaphor
packed with (lost?) good causes.

Her magic wand dazzled us with a vision
of a council cut to the bare, a city stripped of
its trimmings. But she was heckled - and the
Labour Party produced the best hecklers.

Helen Crowder attacked. And attacked
again with fearful jabs.

On Basford flats she criticised "the lavish
spending on trimmings . . . what do tenants in
really broken down housing think?"

On Carroll: "Unlike Councillor Carroll I
was born in Nottingham" (cries of "Send him
back to where he came from") , and "I have
never singled out Councillor Carroll for the
special attention he has given me" (gasps from
the audience and loud shout from Councillor
Len Maynard: "Who loves ya, baby?"), and
"What has he got that I could possibly want?"
(gasps, oohs, sighs, laughter).

On the trip to Yugoslavia: "There are two
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COLllôlCll employeesó club, Festival Hall,
jaunts abroad, "the old palsó act regarding
the City Library"(ô?) , and urging a return to
"good housekeeping". After all, "Wasteful
thinking equals wasteful spending", and the
Council represents "myths, muddles, medio-
crity. "

The audience seemed worn out with the
heat and smoke when she finished. A

The assembled crew of councillors - yes,
they were all there, Cowan, Burgess, two
Higginses in different parts of the room, Roe,
Littlewood, Chambers, Brady, Maynard,
Roberts, etc. , so many you could have held a
council meeting) waited with bated breath for
their leader.

With years of political experience Carroll
entered the arena unbruised and, like a
weary Mohammed Ali facing an inexperienced
featherweight, joked through his political
paces, withering his opponent with concentrat-
ed punches and playing so well to his audience
that even Dieter Peetz was nodding his pipe
violently in the front row . '

However, the knockout blow was left to
Len Maynard who attached a "supplementary
question" to another question that nobody
understood, _

"What would the ratepayers cut?" , he
asked. "What are the essentials according to
the ratepayers?"

"The old, the sick, the infirm" , she
replied.

"County Council", roared the Labour
supporters , tasting blood.

"Cuts in education", Mrs Crowder
suggested.

"County Council", they roared. i
"Cuts in health" , she added.
"County Council", the audience bayed

before they had time to think.
She was floored. The whole debate was

about the City and she was confused enough to
show the most basic lack of knowledge about
local government.

Oh dear. The ratepayers group had enter-
ed the political scene and got a bashing. The
fight was unequal but it was clear that some of
them should have been spending their time in
the Tory party.

Come to think of it, Mrs Crowder gave a far



better speech than any of the Tory group! A
Any offers?
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NEXT YEAR'S STUDENT UNION President
at the Polytechnic has been chosen by one
person - and he isn't even a student.

Nottingham Voice has been investigating
the curious events that have led to the top
Union office at Trent Polytechnic - held for
the past five years by a left winger - going
next year to a Tory. And without even an
election.

True, when nominations closed for the
office, there was a choice. The broad left
grouping at the Polytechnic were backing Pete
Travers - a Clifton education student.

Opposing him was a prominent student
Conservative, Norman Draper. The broad
left, the dominant grouping in the student
executive, were confident of victory,
particularly as it was rumoured that Draper
was considering withdrawing because of bad
health. it

Then a letter arrived which transformed
the scene. It was an ultimatum from Pete's
father about his grant.

Student grants are means tested, and the
income of Pete's father is such that the state
decrees he pays his son's grant. And this,
the letter revealed, his father was not
prepared to do if Pete stood for the
Presidency.  

Of course, the President has a paid
sabbatical year of office - but, after that,
Pete would have another year of his course to
run.

"My father thinks if he's paying all this
money for me he wants to make sure I get a
degree first before anything else .. I can see
his point, although I don't agree with it" , says
Pete.

 Norman Draper doesn't agree with the
means test either. Next year he says he'll
be campaigning against it.

 Perhaps in order to give students a
democratic choice Norman should have with-
drawn his nomination too and allowed the
broad left to put another candidate up and
allow a new race to take place.

"It wasn't suggested to me", says
Norman. "I did think of it. But I didn't. I
don't know , perhaps it was personal arro-
gance, I suppose."

Y So Norman got in unopposed.
Chris Knight - a prominent member of the

Labour Club - thinks Pete should have stood
anyway and defied his father.

Pete disagrees. '
"I don't want to pillory my father all over

Trent. My father believes what he reads in
the Tory press about student politics. And
though the Government claim he's got enough
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money to pay for me heó s paying for my
brother as well. It's this whole means test
thing which has got to be fought. I'm now  - 1
going to stand for a non-sabbatical position on
the Executive next year and, if I get it, I'll
certainly be pushing the Union to fight for full
grants for all. "

So Trent has had a Conservative spokesð  
man imposed on it for next year and on many
issues, as Norman revealed in an interview
withthe Voice, he's going to be speaking with
a different accent from his pink predecessors.  

Trent, this year, has been right behindó)  
the National Union of Students campaigning in
the streets approach - sending several
coaches to the massive February 27th against
the education cuts London mobilisation. ó

"I don't think marches are effective", says
Norman. "I'm thinking of perhaps a display in
Slab Square."

And student grants? "I can hardly live on
my grant - and it's going to be worse next
year - a diet of mince and vegetable curry. "

So, is he for the NUS campaign for a
higher grant?

"Unfortunately it is unrealistic in the
present climate.ñ

In spite of his distaste for NUS policy,
he is definitely opposed to current moves
elsewhere for disaffiliation. A

Norman can expect too, contention on the
internal Poly issues.  

There's growing disquiet about the effect
of moving modern European studies courses
from the city site to Clifton - particularly
among married students with children. Norman
shares the concern .

"There is a lack of consultation. There is
a problem of the personality of the Director -
but we have to see h_e_ is the supreme decision
maker. I don't go along with any suggestion
of direct action. I think we should say not
ówe demandó but ówe askó.

"If the Union Executive went as far as
violent conflict then I'd have to leave - but I
can't see that happening. " '

So a "moderate" future for Trent students?
That's how some are going to interpret this
non-election, argues Labour Club's Chris
Knight. '

"Add this to the victory of a moderate at
the University and some waveringstudents
are going to start swinging right. I think A
broad left concentration on winning positions to
the detriment of grassroots activity and a
continuing fight on things like, say, grasping
landlords really helps this swing. "

Certainly in last weekó s elections for  
executive positions the left suffered a reverse
in two out of three of the contested positions.
Though the final composition of next year's t
executive won't be known till next term.

This year's "non-rurmer" Pete Travers
has already decided that he will stand for
President the year after next - in the mean-
time hopefully having "realised" his
fatheró s educational investment.

What sort of race it will be after a year f



in which the education cuts start to bite and
Trent's response to these is channelled
through a blue tinted prism is speculation.
But as events unfold the Voice will be keep-
ing you informed of what's afoot in this
major Nottingham student arena.

REGULAR READERS of the Voice will need
noreminding of how highly we value the
Evening Post as a social chronicle.

Even minor items can provide a fascinating
insight into the structure and priorities of our
society as last Monday ' s issue showed.

Page seven revealed that the meals-on-
wheels service is in danger of collapse -
because of lack of cash.

Transport is needed - but the cash for
this is only possible at the expense of cutting
down on the meals. And the provision of
these meals, says the Director of Social
Services, Edward Culham, is important not
only initself, but also because they are often
essential if "the elderly person (is) to go on to
benefit from all other services. " ~

On the facing page, the Post revealed that
elsewhere cash is thought to be in more
plentiful supply.

"Two Nottingham models Angela Evans and
Sue Hayward displayed Ã40,000 worth of
exquisite furs to members of the Nottingham
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Sunday 7 pm CISCO= 7 piece rock

Wednesday 8 pm SLENDER LORIS

Thursday 8pm MENSCH

Fridayò 8 pm DESPERATE DANN

Saturday Room available for hire
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Conservative Women's Luncheon Club . . . "

An accompanying photograph shows one
model wearing a full length black majestic mink
coat priced at Ã1,800 and the other model
wearing a Russian lynx jacket priced at Ã5,500

Readers are obviously free to draw their
own conclusions but they may be interested in
the Post's,

"In these hard times it's nice to know that
mink is one of the few commodities that's the.
same price today as it was ten years ago."

Dear Sir,
Your article last week was rather premature
in reporting that Stephen Evans has "failed to
get a Labour-backed fight" in the City Council
elections. He was selected last Wednesday
(10th MaI"Clôl) along with Colin Lynch as one of
the Labour candidates for Park Branch. As
soon as the District Party Management
Committee has approved Stephen's nomination
to the panel of candidates there will be no
question of him not receiving official backing.
We expect this to be a formality that will be
dealt with in the next few da_ys or a week.
In the meantime your readersó active support I
will be very welcome in the election campaign.
Offers of help - phone 47465.
Chris Richardson.

(A copy of the following letter to Radio Trent
has been sent to us for ublication in týe
Voice . l

Dear Sir,  
Reports have reached us concerning one of
your programmes on Thursday 4th March.
Apparently your commentator congratulated
the University on their efforts in Karnival
1975.  

In this respect you failed to recognise that
many other colleges and schools in the Notting-
ham area also contributed to the fund raising
activities. This is not to belittle the  
University's fine efforts, without them Karni-
val would not be possible, but we feel that
due credit should be given to the other
organisations involved. Nothing can be more
disheartening than to have put so much effort,
into Karnival to find that we are disregarded
when the credits are being given.

We hope that this will not be regarded as
a self-congratulatory letter, for we have in
mind the schools who took part in Karnival for
the first time this year and did so well but
have been totally neglected.

We send this as an open letter to
"Nottingham Voice" .
Yours sincerely,
G.L. Adnitt (Karnival Secretary).
Trent Polytechnic Karnival Kommittee '76.


























