
- .'_".'\.--

7

I

.' .1 _.""
-_ uni; ,--i-1;

_- -.1 _ _

AR 76

*-

-rl_

Ä

FFô "!!'Ið.-1."

*-ó*f~ñ-"E1 --Is-

1-
r:-|.||I_.."

I-I ð

-1.1!
I

*-'

.|

Eô-Eli

-111,1è-H-.-è-_. :è_*-'_~.

'J'!*E%'5|E'1óþó1

_ - .u_ :4 I 1_ . . _.- |_a._ -135-1ô. . -r -I-II _-1 . _ _. . ð H - Jó-óI _ I-I

-I; _ _ -

-|I"'-

-F.

T;Iiól"-cj.'lI|'I.-'-=?1
Jlýj.r-|_'I

J-

I

H}?-EE4;

óI.
1 I .

-|::|_"_ ' _ .||- "_|-{'|;'r_'
- i " I_ I5-I EA ;;:*óÄ"'-.-1'51

1-:=r-u~=->--

_

'| 1-,

Iió! -'óFr

--;

5W-.

|.;_. ól..:l|.I.|i- r
IE,:-!_iE'-f._;*.- "ñ"';|
-ró-'

F . -|I _\;r I

_

:'_,'J
1-

|-|a-
i

,|-g=_..
"-Li.-13

Ió

-=-. -r-1-

1

Ir "ó '~ '.-"Q"! þuó? - -ó -' _- _-I _ó : '-|ñ"- -| Ió-"_ð |l- ' '||"ð|_ -'-I .' - ' ' ,-- ",'|. "..| . _,--, ,_- -. -1, ._]_- -.1ó-.1.--I '.'u-; I-'- . -__ '-\._.- -,;
' =|*|.t":-n-!Tió - _-_l__._-I I:-l-:1 I | ill |. .|:|_{.ð |_-P!-I|:*:!|__ , _ _ .|| óEH1 . _ -_ _ l|ôI.| "I _ - __T.I"|'I:||":___|-I. ._

ððÄ

| . - -F

_| 1-

Ã51-

Ä.""%?IL

53
-F

.,|:__?m1!
Hi"?-|.-.

-H-.1

-.=r""" '



._.:$/

.2ô

óh-

IN THREE WEEKS licensees in the county
licensing district will be able to open until
11.00 pm on Fridays and Saturdays.

This was the decision made by the County
Licensing Magistrates on Thursday last week.
The County Magistrates themselves decided to A
raise the issue after the unsuccessful applica-
tion for an extension of hours in the City of
Nottingham by CAMRA (the Campaign for Real
Ale).

All licensees were circulated and asked for
their opinions. Less than 50% replied and the
opinionwas evenly split. There were several
parties making representations at the county
sessions. The extension of hours was
supported by Eastwood and District Licensed
Victuallers Association and Messrs "Spyke"
Golding and Chris Holmes (both officers of
CAMRA) . The extension was opposed by the
Nottingham and Notts. L\/A (Licensed
\/ictuallers Association). -

The Eastwood Licensees wanted 11.00 pm
Although they already had it there was a
danger of them losing it because of a legal
error. They felt that their customers wanted
this as well. They also felt that their
customers would drink elsewhere on Fridays
and Saturdays if closing time were 10.30 pm.

Spyke Golding presented evidence based
on surveys carried out in pubs in the county.

NOTTINGHAM VOICE is an independent
paper which is against the use of money
and power to exploit any group or
individual. We welcome news, articles and
help from interested groups and individuals.
Editorial meetings are held each Monday at -
6.00 pm at 33 Mansýeld Road and, after- A
wards, in the Peacock Hotel. All those
interested in helping are invited to attend
any meeting. _

I-

Nottingham Voice is printed and published
by the Nottingham Voice Committee, at
33 Mansfield Road, Nottingham.
Telephone: (0602) 41 1676 .

This edition was produced by: Fred
Broad, Roger Critchley, Maggie Smith,
Nigel Lee, Pete Campbell, Ian Hornsey,
Alan Fountain, Chas Griffin, Marian
Jeffries, Chris Seal, Bob Dalling,
Pud, Chris Holmes, A.B. Dick and
others.

The vast majority of customers were in favour
of the extension .

Chris Holmes told the court that the County
District of Nottingham was the only non-city
area in the East Midlands that shut early at

local L\/As had applied for extensions from
10.30 pm to 11.00 pm, but none had applied for
reductions in hours from 11.00 pm to 10.30 pm
It was reasonable to assume from this, he
argued, that once they experienced the later
closing time both customers and licensees
preferred it. ,

Nottingham and Notts. L\/A argued against
the extension on the grounds of difficulties in
obtaining staff and increasing costs. It was
also pointed out that since the city had 10.30
pm closing people would leave the city to drink
in the county.

These are the facts ð you know the
judgment that the magistrates came to.

Mr George Gent, the Chairman of Notting-
ham and Notts. LVA, was not even in court.
Instead, his Vice-Chairman, Mr Box, was
there - although he did not take the witness
box.

Nottingham and Notts. L\/A ' s case was
put by their solicitor Mr John Pearce. Why
was this? Didn't they want to experience
cross-examinationô? Perhaps they thought
that after their victory in the city, aided and
abetted by Mr Jackson at the Bell, they could
not possibly fail.

What is even stranger is the situation
where two neighbouring L\/As are opposing
one another. Eastwood licensees put Harry
Burton, landlord of the Nelson and Railway,
Kimberley, into the witness box (incidentally
his pub and beer are superb and I challenge
anyone to find a pub with a better jukebox).
His arguments were well put, were well
moderated and considered the customers as
well as the landlords. The only licensee who
spoke against the extension went into the
witness box independently; his argument went
as follows:

"_l_ don't want it" , "1 don't see why we
should have it" , "1 won't benefit from it. "

It is understood that he is one of George
Gent's members.

Last Saturday's Morning Advertiser (the
organ of the Licensed Trade) quoted George
Gent (the Black's Head, Carlton) as saying:

"I am absolutely amazed by this later
extension to 11.00 pm. Magistrates are like

-weekends. He also pointed out that throughg-1+
out the country during the last few weeks many



comic-opera clowns. "
Does Mr Gent seriously think he will gain

the respect of his members and customers by
putting forward views like this? Mr Gent
didn't call city magistrates "comicðopera
clowns" when they ruled in his favour.

We rang Mr Gent to ask him to expand on
his views. Unfortunately Mr Gent has some
confusing views. "My members aren't
objecting to 11.00 pm as such," he said, going
on to explain that they were against the extra '
work. Licensees have long hours and don't
want longer hours, he claimed.

Anyway, the extra drinking time would
only cause more trouble than it was worth -
"Let's open on the hours we can make some
money." Mr Gent also thinks that customers
don't want to drink after 10.30 pm and that
there will be an exodus of customers to the
county to drink after 10.30 pm.

"Isn't that contradictory?" we asked.
"Yes, it's contradictory", replied Mr Gent.
"Everything about drinking is contradictory. "
Yes, quite.

We will follow with interest whether city
licensees lose trade to the county and have to
do an about turn next year and apply for the
extension.

We suppose the final irony is that Mr Gent
has his pub in the county. Mr Gent can open
till 11.00 pm now although most of his
members can't.

There is no truth in the rumour that he is
to celebrate this by inviting all CAMRA
members to his pub on the first night. Even
if he did he would soon sell out of bottled
Guinness .

Dear Friends ,
Your reporter George is up the creek if he
thinks that the new rule, passed after much
controversy by the Trades Council, will
prevent participation in actions such as the
recent unemployment and Des Warren marches.
He neglects to tell your readers that the new
rule replaces a much more restrictive and
obnoxious one, which has nevertheless not
prevented the Trades Council in the past from
its wide variety of actions.

The majority of those who supported the
new rule did not like it, and said so. But
they happened to think that it was a better and
more commonsense tactic to stay affiliated to
the Trades Union Congress and fight to change
it from within, than to put the Council outside
the official trade union movement.

To say that "a majority were frightened of
Len Murray putting the boot in" betrays a
singular lack of understanding of the calibre
of those on the Council. Most of those
supporting the motion have spent many years
in ýghting the employers, the Tory Party,
and the right wing in the Labour and trade
union movement. They are also prepared to
ýght those who are so far "left" that they go
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right rotmd the circle and have the effect of
strengthening the right.
Yours fraternally ,
John Peck. D
21 Highbury Walk
Bulwell, Nottinghaln.

LAST WEEK 63 year old Alec Betts, who had
been unable to work for the past year owing to
a heart complaint, received a letter from the
Department of Health and Social Security
saying he was ýt for work. The Department's
doctor had examined him twenty-four hours
previously.

Mr Betts didn't see the letter. He died
from the complaint before it arrived.

This instance reached the national press.
But what is not reported is the persecution
which sick and disabled people can, and do,
suffer at the hands of the Insurance Officers
and the Regional Medical Officers of the
Department.

In Nottingham, the People's Centre is
compiling a dossier of details of people who
have suffered from such actions. Some
cases are already on record.

There is the case of the married man with
wife and four children who was unable to work
He was attending hospital daily for treatment.
The Regional Medical Officer said he was ýt
for work despite the evidence of the man's
own doctor and the specialist. The
Insurance Officer stopped his Sickness
Beneýt. 1

There is the case of the married man who
can only walk a short distance on crutches.
He took a taxi to see the Regional Medical
Officer and was found fit for work.

There is the case of the man who was
chronically sick and was denied Invalidity
Beneýt because the Medical Officer was of the
opinion that he was ýt for some form of work.
The Labour Exchange said that they couldn't
ýnd him any work in his condition and so he
was to sign on every thirteen weeks to qualify
him for supplementary beneýt.

The problem started in 1948 when the
National Insurance scheme first began.

 At that time, the General Practitioner was
allowed to sign certiýcates for people who
needed to claim beneýts on health grounds.
Regional Medical Officers were appointed to
enable the GPs and Insurance Officers to
obtain a second opinion when it was felt
necessary.

However, over recent years there is
evidence that the Regional Medical Officers
are being used by Insurance Officers as a
means of cutting off sick and disabled people
from the more liberal contributory beneýts.
This means they have to claim supplementary
beneýt which even the Government recognises
is below the poverty line.

In Nottingham, the Regional Medical Office



is staffed by Dr Tuck, his deputy and four
doctors. Their main work is to examine
people who are claiming beneýt and give an
opinion to the Insurance Officer.

These opinions, by their very nature,
must be suspect and the evidence supports this

GPs, on the whole, are reluctant to cross
swords with the Department when their opinion
differs from the Regional Medical Officer. But
even when they do the decision of the
Insurance Ofýcer is usually in favour of the
Medical Ofýcer's report rather than the
doctor's.

At a recent meeting with Dr Tuck, he
stated that he and his staff were not
responsible for disallowing claims. That was
the Insurance Officer's decision and people
who wanted to could appeal.

But the fact remains that the appeal is
heard by a non-medical tribunal. There is no
right of appeal to a medical tribunal or an
independent medical arbiter.

A sick or disabled person who has had
his beneýt stopped is not in a position to
take his case to tribunal (which can take up to
three months to be heard). He can be left to
drag himself to work or the dole office or,
as in the case of Mr Betts, die.

People who are suffering from the A
injustices of this system are invited to contact
the People's Centre, 33 Mansýeld Road
M11227)ô JACK YATES

A. HALLAN. M. WHYMAN _

SB ARKWRIGHT STREET
NOTTINGHAM I

PURCH
us m

9
Kl!)

(Tel: 864077 48167 868454

4

IT IS A GREY SUNDAY afternoon in merry
Nottingham (the first day of spring, as it
happens, but there aren't many hey nonny
noes about just yet). With several hundred
other local inhabitants we are on our way to
the Castle to inspect the recently excavated
remains of the medieval Black Tower I There
might be more of the old castle down there
than people think, apparently. On our way up
Friar Lane we look around to see how much of
the old city is left above the ground.

We pass the Pearl Assurance Building
(site of the Oriental Cafe, built in 1660 and
demolished in 1960) and City House (site of the
Collin Almshouses, built in 1709 and demolish-
ed in 1956). We pass under Maid Marian Way,
a tarmac splat through the old Georgian
streets which ambled up to the Castle. Down
in the subway is a plaque which says: "Upon
this site formerly stood the Friar Lane
Baptist Chapel in which William Carey preach-
ed his memorable missionary sermon, Wednes-
day, May 30th, 1792." The missionary theme
continues further along the subway: "My hung-
ry brother is your brother too," says a poster
from Oxfam. "Wogs out of Notts. , " says a
message from aerosol.

We pay 4p to enter the Castle grounds and
join the queue for a 20p guided tour of the
excavations. Behind us a man with a Russian
hat explains it all to a foreign girl with an
olive complexion:

"You see, Nottingham Castle was one of
the biggest castles in England in the Middle
Ages and it would be a tremendous boost to
tourism if some of it could be put on display."

We shuffle past the obelisk memorialising
fifty-one casualties of the Afghan War of 1878 ð
80. Eleven died in action or of wounds, the
others of disease.

Soon we are inside the barrier and looking
at the base of a ruined tower. Its thickness
indicates a certain seriousness of purpose.
There used to be wars in these parts too -
but now the Trent Valley Archaeological
Society is digging the old castle walls out of a
corporation rockery.

There is not a lot to see, but the guide from
the Nottingham Civic Society makes the best
of it. The archaeologists are, he emphasises,
professionals. Impressed, we stare down into
the sandstone hole. At the bottom a youth with
a safety helmet perched insecurely on his flow-
ing locks is casually aiming apick-axe at a
sandstone boulder. We admire his profession-
al apparatus of wheelbarrows, sweeping
brushes and rubber buckets.

Our guide explains that funds for the excav-
ation have been raised by the Civic Society,


























