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CLAIMANTS in Nottingham are still being
supplied with subðstandard furniture and
domestic appliances according to the Claimants
Union And this is des ite firm rulings that all- P
furniture must be in good condition and that
beds and bedding must be brand new .

Jack Yates of the Nottingham Claimants
Union told us, "Over the past few weeks we
have had a number of complaints about soiled
bedding and sub-standard furniture. We have
taken up many complaints on behalf of claim-
ants but the situation still continues.

"The latest concerns a Sherwood woman
who has been supplied with a mattress via the
Salvation Army which is second-hand and
soi-led and torn. The local Department of
Health and Social Security office at Castle
Gate refused to take up the matter saying they
had paid the Salvation Army for a new mattress
and it was up to the claimant to take the matter
up with them."

The local arrangement is that the Salvation
Army are paid by the Department to provide
furniture and bedding for claimants.

"New bedding is provided almost without
exception" Mr Inglis, manager of the Castle
Gate Office, told us. "It is not our responsibil-
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ity. It is the responsibility of the claimant."
Captain Day of the Salvation Army assured

the Voice that they do not provide any second-
hand beds or bedding. "All our beds and
bedding are brand new . "

Despite this the Claimants Union insist that
this does not always happen. "It's not just the
condition of the furniture that worries us,"
said Jack Yates, "it's also that the Department
won't accept responsibility for the condition of
goods delivered even though they pay for it. "

Mr Inglis says it is up to the claimants and
that if furniture provided is not up to standard
then "they (the claimants) should refuse to
accept delivery. "

BECAUSE OF A DECISION by the city's
Public Protection Committee last Wednesday a
display of traditional dancing by the Dolphin
Morrismen will not take place in the Market
Square. The Committee confirmed an earlier
decision not to allow a collection to be made
towards expenses connected with the event.

Nottingham was chosen as the site of a
weekend of activity by the Morrismen, the high
point of which was to have been the display in
Slab Square on July 24th.. It was expected
that some two hundred Morris dancers were to
come to Nottingham for the weekend.

A traditional - and necessary - part of the
event is the collection from the audience.
Because permission for this has been refused,
the Morrismen will not now be putting on their
Slab Square display.  

Morrismen hold about six such events a
year in different cities. Nottingham is the
only one where they have experienced any
trouble.

"Nottingham has not gone out of the way to
be helpful," Roy Dyson, the local organiser
of the Morrismen, told the Voice. "No-one
seems prepared to find a way round the prob-
lem. There could have been a way round it. "

The Morrismen will be organising other
small-scale events around Nottingham as plan-
ned, but the decision has hit their weekend
hard. Even so, they will try to keep the
event going - they have applied to the County
Council for a grant to allow them to go ahead,
and they are asking Mansfield whether they
can hold their display there. Mansfield is



being "extremely helpful", Roy told us.
This decision follows two others concern-

ing the use of Slab Square. A recent Trades
Council demonstration was refused permission
to use loudhailers, and the People's Fayre,
to be held on Easter Saturday, has been
refused permission for amplification facilities
and has been told that nothing can be sold in
the Square.  
_  Roy Dyson said, "I'm rather disappointed
in Nottingham. We've lost a great deal of
interest in dancing here." ó
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NEW GLASS SCREENS have been erected at
the Castle Boulevard Employment Exchange.

Mrs Emery from the Exchange said "these
are for security and as part of updating the
surroundings. We are following standard
procedure as in banks and post offices."
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She said the screens had not been put there
to protect staff but to safeguard money.

Over the last few years the Department has
gone over to a policy of making virtually all
payments by Giro.

THE COMMUNITY LAND ACT was discussed at
the City Policy and Resources Committee last
Tuesday. A "Draft Policy Statement and
Rolling Programme" had been prepared but was
"conýdential". This important Act affects all
major land sales - but the City Policy Statement
was kept from the public because it included
details of land which the City hopes to buy,  

The present Government has allocated so
little money for making this Act work that,
according to Mr Hammond (Chief Executive of

A POLICY OF "NO GROWTH" for district
heating in Nottingham was almost agreed this
week by the City Council's Policy and
Resources Committee. This would mean that
district heating would not be extended to the
new Meadows and other new council buildings
as was originally intended. Other forms of
heating would be used instead.

(As everybody probably knows by now , -
the district heating scheme provides hot water
and heating to council houses and offices in
the city by burning a mixture of coal and
rubbish.) A

The situation looks grim. That there are
frantic efforts to reach agreement on the run-
ning of the scheme is shown by the release to
the Committee of twenty-ýve letters between
all the parties concerned. _

It all started with the refusal of the Coal
Board to install any more district heating
mains in the Meadows until they were "reliev-
ed of the capital charges for the secondary
mains" . They forecast a "further annual loss
of Ã150,000" if the Meadows were to be
connected. _

This loss would add to past losses. One
Coal Board letter now puts their total loss
for 1974/5 as "in excess of half a million
pounds" . The Coal Board realise that they
cannot pass on such huge losses to consumers.

And so they have asked everyone for help.
The City Council has been to the Department
of the Environment for money twice, but has
been refused. W ' ó it

The County Council, who recently negotiat-
ed a favourable agreement for themselves (for
example, for the price they pay for Polytech-
nic heating) refuse to sit round the table for
talks with the Department of the Environment.

Most of the parties involved are at each
other's throats. The Coal Board criticise the
City Council for refusing to discuss price
increases; the County Council show contempt
for the City Council. The anger has been
shown at consumer meetings where the Coal
Board express impatience with Clorius Meters
Ltd (who meter the system and collect the
money).

But at the last minute the Department of
the Environment said they would be willing to
put the cost of the new mains on the Housing
Revenue Account. This means that it would
then be subsidised by the Government. How-
ever, the Department thinks that even this
66% subsidy will "not make any significant
difference to the ýnances of the combined
heating . system".

i This subsidy has a catch. Every new
house is subject to the "cost yardstick".
This is the total cost set by the Department of
the Environment as the maximum for each new
house. In practice, if district heating is
included in this cost, it will mean other items

the City) the1"e W111 e111.Y_ be eþellgtl 11101'1e.V "te will have to be cut (doors? plumbing'?).
buy about twenty eÂIóe5 111 the Whole Ce1-111t.Y"- This last minute decision was the result
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of pressure at all levels. Even the MPs of
mining areas have been involved because any
stoppage in the scheme would mean losing a
local market for coal. -

The Committee has given the NCB an
ultimatum to make a decision on installation of
mains by Tuesday, 13th April. In the mean-
time, the Director of Technical Services is
moving fast preparing details for tenders for
individual gas systems and making sure that
the Gas Board can put in suitable mains in
time.

The City Council line is to get tough. A
policy of non-cooperation with the Coal Board
was proposed which could make them set up
their own offices for signing tenants onto the
scheme. At present this is done by the
Housing Department.

But the ýnal decision lies with the Depart-
ment of the Environment and the Coal Board.
Some people still have hope. Councillor I.
Oscar Watkinson, for instance, said: "One day
it will be something of which we might be
proud."

THERE'S BEEN QUITE a spate of pirate
taxis in Nottingham recently - you might have
seen a few private cabs parked outside the
Victoria Centre. If you try to get into one you
could find yourself in the middle of a full-
scale argument between the private taxis and
the city's Hackney carriages.

These private companies are only allowed 1 A
b ' h e within the cit bound- '""
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appeals. It supported just one,

The report to the Social Services
Committee commented, "It seems signiýcant
that all the appeals except one have been
concerned with the provision of material
services - particularly telephones." The
report also notes that these decisions are
difficult because the judgment used in deciding
to grant telephones etc. is both "þexible" and
"open-ended".

This-doesn't quite describe the situation
as we understand it. For example, we hear
that each Social Services area has been
limited to six telephone installations in their
area and the real criteria for refusing
telephones is the Department's miserable
provision.
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. . . 1 "-"en" It tr p y  o accep ares y on
aries, and the local authorised taxi drivers
are a bit fed up with having their fares taken
away.

Licences to ply for trade in the city are
quite valuable possessions, and difficult to
get hold of. They're not handed out very
often, as the authorities think the city is
covered quite adequately. You may disagree
when you're having trouble getting a taxi late
at night, but it's not a good idea to settle for
a pirate. The main snag is that they don't
usually have meters operating, and having
picked you up they can charge whatever fare
they like ð often about three times the
standard rate .

WE SEE from the most recent Social Services
Committee that the appeal procedure for
clients is to continue.

The system was set up in May 1974. It
allows for a client to appeal in the ýrst
instance to the "line management of the
Department" - that is to the Area Ofýcer or
the Divisional Director. If the appeal is
overruled, it is then heard by a panel of
officers. If they overrule the appeal, it is
then heard by a panel of members of the Social
Services Committee. '

So far - in nearly two years - the
members panel has heard a total of eleven g
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