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DOWN THE RIVER

RADIO TRENT, NOTTINGHAM'S fearless
commercial station, missed out on an expose'
story that was snapped up by their rivals this
week.

No self-respecting news outfit can abide
being beaten to the punch. And the pain is
nothing less than unbearable when the team
concerned can only reflect that it had a head
start on its competitors.

The story had been there for the taking for
several months - on their own doorstep. But
it wasn't until Wednesday night that the lid
came off.

The scene: Nottingham and District
Trades Council.

The man who revealed all: none other than
the shop steward for the National Union of
Journalists at Radio Trent, John Kiddey.

And the tale: a dramatic account of misery
and exploitation in the news room at "301".

Members of the Trades Council, who are
not easily shocked by tales of autocratic
managements 1n a city that can boast the likes
of T.Bailey Forman in its journalistic ranks,
were visibly shaken by Mr Kiddey's horrendous
story. And they became almost apoplectic when
they learned that several of their own trade
unions are among the chief villains of the piece.

Mr Kiddey revealed that Radio Trent is the
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only commercial station that has made no real
progress towards implementing the minimum
standards on wages and conditions that have
been laid down by their parent body - the
Association of Independent Radio Contractors.

One reporter is paid a thousand pounds
less than the appropriate minimum of £3,200
and others are several hundred pounds below
it

Journalists at Trent get only three weeks
holiday compared with the four weeks given to
other reporters in commercial radio. One
reporter recently worked twenty-one days on
the trot before he got a day off.

And members of the news room have also
been expected to stay at home "on call" for no
extra payment.

Not surprising, then, that there has been
a rapid turnover of news room staff since
Radio Trent went on the air last summer. The
latest recruit has given his notice after only a
month at the station.

The Chairman of the Trades Council, Mr
John Peck, described the situation as "a
scandal". Mr Sidney Williams, who is the
national officer of the Union of Shop, Distribu-
tive and Allied Workers, does not agree.

His union has a four thousand pound share-
holding in Radio Trent and as Chairman of
the station's indusirial relations sub-committee
he has told the National Union of Journalists
that the Department of Employment are wrong
when they say Radio Trent can improve their
journalists' wages and conditions under the
Government's present pay policy.

He says that the Department "misunderstood"”
because the NUJ had not phrased their letter
correctly.

Then he delivered the most vicious line in
the repertoire of any employer: If you force
us to pay what you're asking there'll have to
be redundancies. The NUJ say it would cost
Trent about £2,500 to pay up. Too much,
obviously, for Mr Williams and fellow member
of that indusirial relations sub-committee Mr
John Robson, who happens to be the public re-
lations Officer for the Greater Nottingham
Co-operative Society.

Delegates to the Trades Council also
heard that the General and Municipal Workers'
Union and the National Union of Hosiery and
Knitwear Workers have share holdings in
Radio Trent.

The Trades Council have now decided to
boycott Radio Trent until the dispute is settled.
And members of the unions who are among the
share holders holding the NUJ to ransom will



be demanding an explanation.

Meanwhile the journalists at Trent have
achieved a 100% union membership - unless
you include Miss Tina Hill who was a "news
trainee" until the conflict began. She now
finds that she has has been renamed a "broad-
casting assistant"., Miss Hill is the step
daughter of the Chairman of Radio Trent, Mr
Norman Ashton Hill.

The management at Trent obviously accept
that they could soon be in for serious trouble.
Security guards have been issued with special
envelopes marked "only to be opened in the
event of the News Room taking industrial
action".

New tehants group

THE NEWLY FORMED Arboretum Tenants
and Residents Association held a public meet-
ing last Wednesday to which they invited four
officers of the City Council. Representatives
of the Housing, Planning, Environmental Health
and the City Solicitor's Departments were ask-
ed along to explain current Council policy
towards the area.

At the meeting, attended by about 150
residents, City officials said that the area
would be declared Nottingham's first Housing
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Action Area by the summer. This would give
the Council wide powers to improve houses and
to grant aid towards improvements,

A survey undertaken by the residents'
group shows that about 90% of residents wish
to stay in the area and they have been promis-
ed priority.

The City Council are to buy 130 houses
(some 40% of the area) from Brunt's Charity.
There was criticism from many people at the
meeting of the state of repair of many of Lhe
Brunt's Charity properties.

Disconnections

IT'S DISCONNECTION time again. Hundreds
of people in Nottingham are receiving gas and
electricity bills which they cannot pay
immediately. Escalating prices and a policy
of removing pay-as-you-go meters have made
sure of that., And if bills are not paid in full,
the fuel boards have got a policy of automatic
disconnection - though they do agree to delay
this for two weeks where there is "liaison"
with Social Security or Social Services
Departments.,

S0 next week, there is a national "right
to fuel" week with action in various cities

(continued over)

THE FIRST NOTTINGHAM People's Free
Fayre took place in Slab Square last Saturday.
It will go unrecorded in Nottingham's more
official annals, but it was important nonethe-
less.

It was important because it brought to-
gether publicly for the first time a range of
organisations and groups which are disturb-
ed by the present state of our world and see
the need for change. By doing so it may have
strengthened the will of these people to
continue working to effect that change. And it
may also have influenced some of the people
who came to have a look at it all.

Need for change

It is good when groups as diverse as
Transcendental Meditation and the Campaign
for Real Ale can find a common interest in
such an occasion.

What blocks much that could be done is the
difficulty people have in even realising the
need for change. It is difficult to organise in
a society where large companies dominate so
much of manufacturing and distribution; where
money is available for Concordes but not for
workers' cooperatives, for nuclear power
stations but not for small-scale wind

generators.
But even when they realise the need for

The other side of the story

change, people are faced with groups - politi-
cal and otherwise - which are fragmented and
disagree among themselves almost as much as
they disagree with those who run our society.
Often what prevents people from taking an
active part is not so much deciding what they
wish to alter and what they wish to control as
the disillusion which exists among left-wing,
radical, and alternative groups.

Meanwhile, the political machines control
politics because they can, by and large,
command uncritical support, and at least have
the possibility of actual power, while behind
them lies the vast, largely unseen, network of
commerce and industry, of big companies with
big bank balances, and of public corporations
which, just as much as private companies,
dictate the lives of their employees.

Smaller political groups have no such hold
over their members and when they attempt it
have little to offer but the uncritical following
of particular theories.

A recent letter writer to the Voice com-
plained of our failure to offer a clear radical
alternative for Nottingham. That alternative
does not exist at present and it is not wise to
hope that any single group of people could
create such a comprehensive strategy. What
we can hope to do is to build a paper which
will be used to put the other side of the story
by all those who want such a radical change.











































