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NOTTINGHAM VOICE
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THE DISPUTE BETWEEN the journalists in
the Radio Trent newsroom and the management
continues with the management threatening
redundancies if the claim is pressed. The
people in the newsroom, members of the
National Union of Journalists, are asking to
be paid on the nationally agreed levels, which
they say would cost the station only Ã2,500
per year. _

Radio Trent have said that there would be
four redundancies at junior level if the union
pressed their case. They say they cannot
afford to pay the full rates. However, they
are appointing a new News Editor, and creat-
ing a new job - that of News Presentation
Editor - for the present News Editor, Bob
Kilby. This new job will be costing Radio
Trent in the region of Ã4,500 per year -
nearly twice the amount it would take to settle
the dispute.

Meanwhile, other union activity is stir-
ring at Trent, The Association of Broadcast-
ing Staff (the non-journalistsó union in local
radio) called a meeting on the 30th April while
John Peters was on air, John Peters had to
leave the studio since it was a mandatory meet-
in and although he had informed management,Q,
it took them some time to find a tape recorder
to put on the emergency tape. The result was
that Trent went off the air for a short period.
Listeners who rang in were told that this was
caused by a "technical fault".

NOTTINGHAM VOICE is an independent
paper. We welcome news, articles and
help from interested groups and individuals.
Editorial meetings are held each Monday at
6.00 p.m. at 33 Mansfield Road and, after-
wards, in the Peacock Hotel. All those
interested in helping are invited to.è come
along to the Peacock at 7.00 p.m.
Nottingham Voice is printed and published
by theNottingham Voice Committee, at
33 Mansfield Road, Nottingham.  
Telephone: (0602) 411676.
This edition was produced by: Fred Broad,
Nigel Lee, Chas Griffin, Anne Griffin,
Marian Jeffries, Mick Jordan, Hugh Davies,
A'.B. Dick and others.
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NOBODY WAS SURPRISED to hear that
Michael English MP did not speak at the
Trades Council May Day Rally last Saturday.
The Labour Party had refused to be involved
and arranged their own meeting for Denis "I
may be fatter than you" Healey.

Was Michael English leant onô? No, he
says. His official excuse was that the invita-
tion to speak did not specify the day (he has
photostats to prove it) and he thought it would
be Sunday as in past years. So he had a
surgery on Saturday morning.

But where was he when his apology was
read out in the Square? Our Voice reporter
can reveal exclusively that he was to be seen
in a local hostelry not 400 yards away.

NOTTINGHAMó S CELEBRATED FESTIVAL
will be costing the City about Ã82,000 this
year, according to the Cityós Entertainments
Department. About Ã32,000 is expected in
ticket sales and other receipts. And so the
subsidy will be in the region of Ã50,000.

But some alarming details have come to
light which show just how much the Festival is
inviting the participation of local groups and
local people in the planning and organisation
of this once a year spectacle.

The plans include the provision of enter-
tainments for community groups to help them
put on their own "mini-festivals". These
provisions are for the use of the Coldstream
Guards Band for one hour, for children's
entertainment and for a pop group. And just
two communities are taking advantage of these
offers, Strelley and St Ann's.

The cost of these lavish provisions are
estimated by Mr Nuttridge, the City's Enter-
tainments manager, as in the region of Ã400
per community, if they were booked direct, and
rather less than that if the block booking of the
City is taken into account,

The Festival Fringe, those events which
are organised independently of the City, have
yet to receive any money for their events. The
Voice asked Mr Nuttridge how much the City
will give towards the Fringe. "I'm not going
to tell you, " he said. "I haven't got to give



3 NOTTINGHAM VOICE a MAY 16
F

you the information," he added. "It is
'x' number of pounds." I

At the recent Press Conference to launch , I
the Festival, Mr Nuttridge said that they had  
no information on Fringe Festival activities. E
He repeated this to the Voice when we asked  
whether this was really true. "I had no
information at that time," he said. .

And yet in the presrentme that was <11-9- "1 would not bother listening to them. They
tIóihtlted te the PTóess eh that day there was are trying to tell landlords what to do. They
listed the Peek eXtIóeVegsl'lZe that the FIóih8e will be trying to tell the Government what to
is Putting eh at the Playhouse. do next... They are a minority group trying to

impose their will on the majority. "  

' i  s GEORGE GENT, chairman of the 280-strong '
L A I I Nottingham Licensed Victuallers Association
  _ on hearing that CAMRA (the Campaign for

Real Ale, membership 30,000) are support-
WE HAVE RECEIVED the following information ing a Private Member's Bill which would
which will be of interest to some of our readers: allow licensees to sell alcohol at any time

A new centre has just been opened in Hyson between 10 a,rn, and midnight,
Green. Known simply as "The Building", it is .
intended to be used by groups or individuals ?;|Q%Ã'%t-e-7 Mr Gent.FeCenþy told the Voice
attempting to control their own lives or who are a S Ideal Opening hours would be between
involved in ro'ects or activities of a radical 9 p'm' 3'?ñ 1030 p'm" only ô because thatOP mvolutiotgagy natu1,e_ was the time when he made most money.  

The Building is situated near the Goose
Fair site on the Forest and consists of a small "I hope we Shall See in years to Come in
hall and Six Qthel" 1"ÁÁm5- The ýnishing Nottingham masses of citizens running around."
touches are being made but it is ready for use _ _
now _ C DENIS HOWELL, Minister of Sport, launch-

Those involved at the moment are interest- ihg e Flew ýtness Campaign in the Old Mehket
ed in using it as a place for holding meetings, 5q'-1e1"e-
showing films, printing, jumble sales, inform-
ation centre and libraryfor both the young and
old. You can even do your washing there. It
is hoped to include music and dancing as soon
as possible.

Groups such as women's groups, trades . . ,
unions, gay groups, tenants groups, and black poor Condltlons ' ' ' '
people's groups and those interested -in living COUN. GERRY ELLIOTT, Sheriff of Notting-
in a better world may wish to either help or to ham and Conservative candidate for Radford
use it. Ward, speaking on "Election Special" on BBC

Anyone interested should-call at 36 Gregory Radio Nottingham. 5 C
Boulevard or ring 600337, (continued on page 9)

"One of many reasons why Kirkstead Street
is in a dilapidated, pulled down and demolish-
ed state is the fact that we started the pro-
gramme in 1971 to rehouse the people in very

ó|
I-

A final farewell to BBC Radio Nottingham He was - forgive the old cliche - a
reporter Don Truscott, who died on Sunday, colourful character . . . an ex-public
May 2nd, aged 34. schoolboy turned mobile disco operator.

Don was the best-known and longest- He joined the BBC as atechnical whizz-kid,
serving member of the station's news team but quickly grasped the opportunity to
. . . best-known perhaps because he was become a reporter when Radio Nottingham
usually the first reporter to arrive at the set up its own newsroom. He had the knack
scene of any major incident in the city and of getting on with everyone . . . a great pal
county. His breathless reports from the of the Carlton dustmen when they were on
radio car - often delivered to a background strike a few years ago, and equally at home
of crackling flames and firemenó s hoses - at the smartest cocktail party (although
will be much missed. He'll also be missed he'd have a quiet grumble about the absence
in the lounge of the Peacock Hotel on of real ale at such events).
Mansfield Road . . . dubbed "Studio Three" Don will be greatly missed by all who
by the landlord when answering incoming knew him . . . including the ýremen who
óphone calls . . . more often than not for have been known to complain that he arrived
Don Truscott. at the scene of a fire before they did.
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IT TOOK A DEVIL of a long time for someone
to get round to it. But at last a council house
tenant has taken some POSITIVE action
against the NCB tyrants and their wicked
undemocratic district heating scheme.

And who is this people's vanguard? None
other than Coun. Peter Never-look-a-gift-
horseðin-the-mouth Burgess, our old friend
the Land Committee chairman.

By jove, he's the only city councillor in a
council house connected to the dastardly
scheme, and he's doing something about it.

He's taking a High Court action to prevent
the April Fool's Day district heating charge
rise of 20% from being put into effect. He
says, quite rightly, that the council have not
agreed to this latest increase. They refused
to talk to the NCB about it.

And the agreement says the charges have

So he's got a convincing argument
Xnd he's got a firm of solicitors who can

turn a penny or two and know a profitable
High Court appearance when they see one

Who? Why Beer, Dunnett and Co Where
does the Dunnett part come from? Why Jack,
your friendly East Nottingham MP, a member
of the firm until his recent retirement from
practice.

No doubt our Peter went to them on warm
est recommendations.

And for Peter it's manna from heaven - a
burning (sic) local issue invaluable in the
build-up to the city council elections.

If he's been voted back in St Ann's, it
will be interesting to see if he persists with
the action or whether his devotion to the cause
of justice suddenly wanes.

NOTTS COUNTY COUNCIL have recently
been going to almost paranoid lengths to just-
ify their spending on receptions and other
civic functions.

And Finance Committee chairman Coun.
Michael Cowan has got considerable mileage
out of baiting Gedling's Godfather Herbert
Bird about how the county's spending on
hospitality per head of population is less than
miserly Gedling's.

But this worthy attitude of self-restraint

Jim Connolly, a canny Scot from Worksop,
has been banned from driving for a year and
fined Ã80 for driving with over double the

4

to be agreed between the council and the board

legal limit of alcohol in his blood.
Worksop magistrates heard that the police

followed Big Jim, NUM president at Bever-
cotes pit, along the A1 and saw the car
"wandering and cross the centre of the road
on three occasions".

And where had Mr Connolly been to drink
enough booze to take him to more than double
the limit? . . . Why, he told the beaks, at a
county council function.

EVEN THOUGH THE Ã is crashing, inflation
is rampaging, beer doesn't taste like it used
to, and they never make tasteful family movies
any more, there are surely some fine bits of
Nottinghamshire history we can hang on to and
cherish . . . or are thereô?

It seems that even the Major Oak, that
splendid memorial to our old Notts worker-
here R, Heed, is on the way out, despite the
elaborate web of wires that holds it together.

Mrs E. Darby, of Morven Avenue, Mans-
field Woodhouse, says the Major Oak is
shrinking.

And she should know ð science is on her
side. When her father was in the bloom of
youth, he and 31 other members of the Mans-
field Male Voice Choir climbed into it.

Yet, horror of horrors, today it cannot
take anywhere near that number, she claims.
Perhaps it never recovered - or maybe some
of the choir are still in it.

But have no fear Mrs Darby, I too have
taken medical, scientific and sociological
advice. Times were hard in the coalfields in
the bad old days. It was bread and dripping
on the good days, so people must have been
smaller.

Try again with the little people Mrs Darby
- I'm sure they can oblige.

BARKER

S ALL

PEOPLE'S CENTRE
TRANSPORT

Reasonable Charges
does not apparently prevail with some of Coun. Prþfilil 10 WOIK 05 Centre
Cowan's colleagues.


























