
22

 

'0-

AY 76
.-

M

BER 39
i---i-i

U

ð 

Q"

NO óEND AT TRENT

Why normal service won ót be resumed as
soonaspossible. . . . . . . . . . . . 2

PAGE 8

TORIES PROPOSE Page 4
How the Tory Council plans to save
money and chop services . . . . . . . 2
ALL MIXEDðUP

"Expense Account" explains which V
Council is spending your money .. . . , 10
ADVENTURES OFó A TAXI DRIVER

Voice correspondent reviews world
premier of great British ýlm . . . . . 11 Page 5



NOTTINGHAM VOICE
22 MAY 76

|

_ | _g- . ' i . , i ó

AS RADIO TRENT'S management stepped up
its harassment of union staff, the local labour
movement stepped up its efforts to support its
brothers and sisters at Trent. After the
successful staff sit-in which we reported last
week, staff were invited last Sunday, 16th May,
to meet the Board. They were addressed by
Chairman "Don't call me Norman" Ashton Hill.

This leading local solicitor has on his
shoulders the weight of thirty-six company
directorships. He assured his staff on Sunday
that he was in no way anti-union. Perhaps a
more accurate indication of the company's
approach to Lmions was given by the warnings
about their work received this week by staff
unionists - which some are seeing as harass-
ment.

But staff are not giving in to intimidation,
not least because of the growing indications of
local labour support. Perhaps for the first
time ever journalists are happy at being given
no for an answer. On being sent out to cover
stories, Trent journalists find that union
members are refusing to give interviews
because of the black imposed by the Trades .
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sanctions against Trent, such as in the
deliveries of mail and servicing of equipment.

The Council heard reports of further
action to query the role of labour movement
bodies on Trent's Board. The local Co-op,
which has shares in Trent, is discussing the
question, and some directors are apparently
disturbed. A delegate from the Hosiery
Workers Union (which also has shares in
Trent) revealed that he is to question his
national President and Secretary next Wednes-
day. The General Secretary of USDAW,
another union with shares in Trent, is seek-
ing from Board member Sid Williams (a full-
time official) an explanation of his role.

The Trent delegate welcomed the suggest-
ion from the Trades Council that it donate a
hundred pounds from its dispute fund to
finance the distribution of ten thousand leaf--
lets to tell the public what is really happening
at Trent.

At the meeting was a local union member
(and writer for the Evening Post) Ailsa
Stanley, who is also a member of the Board
at Trent. She told the meeting she intends to
keep a close eye on what is happening at
Trent.

The Branch passed a motion calling calling
for the Independent Broadcasting Authority to
investigate Trent. *
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inform their listeners of this refusal.

A full report of the current situation was
given by an NUJ delegate at the Trades
Council meeting last Wednesday, May 19th.
He urged the further tightening up of union
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THE NEW TORY POLICIES for Nottingham
were to be unveiled at the Policy & Resources
Committee on Friday, May 21st. For those
interested in what three Tory years may bring,
here is a brief guide to the main items.
(1) The sale of council houses to tenants who
wish (and are able) to buy them. The Housing
Department say that so far they have received
some 150 enquiries, although as yet they have
no detailed policy to work on. This "rush" to
buy COLIHCII houses has received some public-
ity. Interesting to see, then, that it amounts
to about 0.3% of the 50,000 council tenancies
in the City!

The Council will also be selling council
houses they own outside the City boundaries,
either to the tenants or to the District Council
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for that area. They also hope it will be poss-
ible to build houses for sale, instead of
council houses, on the Wells Road.



(2) Transport policy mainly concerns "methods
of phasing out general fares subsidies over the
next three years". This must mean that bus
fares will be increased or that services will
decrease, or both. At the same time, the
purchase of new buses will be reviewed - and
probably reduced. Preswnably this means
that not only will services be cut back, but
older buses will not be replaced as quickly as
at present. Back to the bad old days of
clapped out buses breaking down and leaving
passengers in the lurchô?

The Committee will also look at the use of
City buses in connection with the Park and
Ride scheme for the Zone and Collar. There
will be problems here with the County Council
Environment Committee, which has control
over the scheme. Committee chairman Frank
Higgins is likely to take a tough line and point
out that the Local Government Act gives the
City no choice but to follow County instructions.
(3) Each Council Committee is to "review its
revenue budget and capital programme and
report to the Policy and Resources Committee
on their proposals for reducing expenditure".

(4) The Council will not advertise staff g
vacancies in their departments without first
clearing it with the Chief Executive and the
Chairman of the Policy and Resources Commit-
tee - although Tory leaders have been quick
to reassure the unions that there will be a
policy of "no redlmdancy" .
(5) The Committee is to ask for a mu report
on the progress of the Festival Hall Complex
"with a view to curtailing the project when
the improvement and reconstruction of the
Theatre Royal has been completed".
(6) And finally the good news. The Nottingham-
Arrow may be on the way out. The Chief
Executive is to report "on the cost of produc-
ing a more modest and less frequent publicat-
ion." (It is not explained whether "more
modest" means smaller, or less conceited.)
 

THE FIRST NATIONAL DAY of action against
the Labour Government's policies of unemploy-
ment looks like passing Nottingham by.

Arguably yet another confirmation of the
area's militant apathy.

The call for action came from last month's
National Assembly on Unemployment. This
was a national conference with delegates from
three thousand union bodies - including one
from Nottingham ' s Trades Council. The
Assembly, which brought together many sect-
ions of the Lmion left, both at union-leader and
shop-floor level, declared itself strongly
against the TUC/Healey deal.

It urged that the 26th May be made a day of
protest and action. Since then the call has

(continued on page 4)

frn

E .

THIS WEEK, on page 5, we tell the story of
Mrs Woodcock. She and her husband are liv-
ing in a house in which there are over forty
major defects. Because it is due to be
demolished in a few years , they have to live
in a house which is totally unfit for human
habitation.

There are only three options open to Mr
and Mrs Woodcock. They can hope that the
landlord will be forced by the Environmental
Health Department to do enough repairs to
make the house reasonable until it is knocked
down. They can hope that the Health Depart-
ment will put a Closing Order on the house
which would mean they would have to be
moved out immediately. Or they can simply
put up with it and pay their rent every week
with a smile.

Who is to blameô?

Landlords claim that it is not worth doing
repairs to houses this near to demolition.
And in a way they are right: they will be
unable to recover the outlay from rent, and
they will fail to see the justice of spending
some of the profit they have made over
previous years.

Meanwhile, the Health Department will ,
say that there are many other people in
similar conditions - which is sadly true.

And yet justice says that Mr and Mrs
Woodcock should be moved out immediately.
They and previous tenants have paid again and
again for the cost of the house. So, in a
sense , every time they have paid rent they
have been exploited, simply because someone
else has had enough money to own their house.

And it is not their fault that the house has
been classified as a slum and provisions
made for it to be cleared - so that it is no
longer considered worth repairing.

Mr and Mrs Woodcock have asked for help
before - and got nowhere . Now the People's
Centre is prepared to help them in their fight
to get something done. Nottingham Voice
supports that fight and will keep readers
informed.

We think that Mr and Mrs Woodcock should
be moved - and moved soon. They have paid
enough - in rent and in the misery of living in
a slum not of their making.
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LOCAL INACTION (continued)
been endorsed by a wider number of union
bodies - for example, the recent ASTMS
national conference.

It also won the support of the Right to
Work Campaign - a rank-and-file trade union
body which organised the recent Manchester to
London unemployment march (which culminated
in the widely publicised police attack - 43
marchers being arrested, including one from
Nottingham) .

In some areas - for example, Glasgow and
Manchester - plans are well under way for
marches, meetings and, where workers can be
won over to the idea, strike action. Where
they have been established, local Right to
Work Committees are working to organise
these actions.

At its meeting last Wednesday, 19th May,
the Nottingham Trades Council learnt that its
Executive Committee had discussed the day of
action but decided there was insufficient time
to organise -la decision which surely under-
lined the urgent need for local militants (Voice
readers among them) to increase their efforts
to rouse a seeming] v sleepy Nottingham. A
Nottingham could do with its own Right to
Work Committee.

As it is, all we can tell readers is that
the local ASTMS division may be sending a
coach down to London for a march there on the
26th. Interested readers should phone the
ASTMS divisional office to check (71564).

NOTTINGHAM'S DISTRICT HEATING scheme
is faced with yet another crisis. The City's
Policy and Resources Committee intend to
hold a special meeting this week. If they
decide not to install District Heating in new
Council houses in the Meadows, the viability
of the whole scheme could be in doubt.

The problems go back to the original
agreement between the City Council and the
National Coal Board signed on May 12th, 1972.
District Heating was to be supplied to Council
houses in St Ann's and the Meadows, Council
property in the city, and the Victoria and
Broad Marsh Centres.

The scheme was designed to burn rubbish
collected by the Council. With the addition of
coal, it would produce heat which would then
be piped to these properties.

But the schemeós incinerator has never
worked properly and has needed expensive
modifications to keep it running at all.
Because the scheme was losing money (despite
hefty increases in charges to tenants), the
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parties involved got to arguing about who
should bear the loss.

The showdown has finally come over the
extension of District Heating to the new
council estate in the Meadows. The Coal
Board have refused to pay the full cost of
putting in the mains connecting with the new
council houses. The agreement between the
City Council and Coal Board had stated that
the City were to provide houses suitable for
connection to the scheme, but the City have
said they will not pay for the connection of the
Meadows houses unless they get help from the
Department of the Environment. The Depart-
ment (correctly) have said it is nothing to do
with them.

Stalemate .

But the Coal Board have always said that
the w hole scheme depends on enough people
being connected to the scheme, and that there
would be a dramatic increase in charges if the
Meadows were not connected.

Just before the elections, the Labour
Council said that the Coal Board would have to
put in the secondary mains in the Meadows,
otherwise they would go ahead and put in gas
heating instead. Their deadline has passed and
the City is continuing with plans to install gas
heating.

Meanwhile, Councillor Peter Burgess (who
lives in St Ann's) is attempting to take out an
injunction against the Coal Board for the
recent increase in costs. He is in trouble
now because he can't get legal aid to pay his
solicitors and he is having to appeal against
this refusal to give him legal aid. His case is
that there has been no consultation between the
Coal Board and the City Council over the most
recent increases - and the agreement said that
there were to be no increases in charges to
consumers without consultation between the
City and the Coal Board. This is stated on
every agreement that tenants sign when they
agree to district heating in their houses. ..

(Note for puzzled readers - Peter Burgess
is a member of the City Cotmcil and the City
Council had refused to discuss the matter with
the Coal Board.)

The Coal Board are saying that they are
not prepared to accept all the losses made on
the scheme since it's not their fault that every-
thing has gone wrong.

The Department of the Environment have
finally agreed that they "might usefully inter-
vene in promoting a solution, " because, as
they say to the City Council, "It is now
apparent that your discussions are making little

(continued on page 11)






























