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Housing Committee meeting. He did, however
think that the City was "unlikely" to make any
housing available. They might not be able to
discuss it at the Housing Committee because
"the Committee has a very full agenda".

 And his reaction to the offer from the
Community Housing Association? "It'_s entire-
ly up to them - nothing to do with me. "

ONE OF THE SADDEST things recently has
been the reaction in some quarters to the
arrival in Britain of Asians from our former
African colonies. Understanding and generos-
ity have been in short supply, so we rang up  
the Nottingham Community Housing Association, A ' '
who have a special interest in the subject, and A
E-3SkúCl. thúlTl fO1" El few CO[IllTlE3lôllIS. WOUICI lt D6 E1 THE DISPUTE AT RADIO TRENT, involving

good Ideaô for ,eXa""PÔe- if one or mo house? journalists and broadcasting staff, may spread
W611? lTlEidú-'2. E:l\g".:lll8|31-G ll'| NOttll'lÄhE':lfl'l fOIó fZ':llôIl_l1lúS to other Commercial StatiOnS_
new y arrive in this country. This follows the latest round of talks
. Andgexvh Maloneô an Officer of the A55OCiat" between the Association of Broadcasting Staffion, sai ey were prepared to offer at least (the broadcastersó Union) and the Trent

WhO want TO SQTHQ lfl Nottingham: "TlôllS lS jLlSt ing that the two. national agreements, which

what the Asseclatlon ñes Set PP to do-H they've refused to sign, are NOT national_ But reaction from city politicians on both e agreements, and they Say the5T|'{5"ve no intent-
sides was depressingly predictable - lukewarm ion of Signing
am "ó?""CÁmm1"a1- Le" Maynartti Labotttñ This is despite the fact that now only two
ffÁñ"Â111,<>1" for Redfýrd Walfdt Sal? that he had commercial stations in Britain, Trent and LBC,
_ no basic objection to Asians being rehoused have net agreed to eign_ In the pest two
In Nottingham. but he thetlght that it Weuld net weeks, Radio Thames Valley and Metro Radio
help Community relations in the long run. have both signed. This means that out of nine-

teen stations in Britain, seventeen have -'
agreed to abide by a national minimum stand-
ard.

The reaction of staff at Trent is one of
amazement. John Kiddey, the journalistsó
shop steward said, "The company are now

is an independent threatening thú WhOlG agreement and

pepee We Welcome news articles and means every union member throughout Britain.
help from interested groups and individuals. óxsznlgttggtrd1:$g1Ä;Ãe2EAtie'i3??ebeg1gSinr®egó bagout

Edit0Ióie1 meetings e1"e held eeeh Mendey at very angry. It could mean a national stoppage. "
6.00 p.m;. at Mansfield ROGC1 and, ElftúIó- Thg emplgyefist natjgnal bgdyi thg

wards, in the Peacock Hetel-i All these have agreed to back up Trent and LBC in their
interested in helieing are invited te Came stand against the unions. The statement about
eleng te the Peaeeek at 7-O0 l3-m- . the agreement not being a national agreement
Nottingham_Voice ta printed and published means teet aw emeleyet in B®tttatg Centnegt
by the Nottingham \/oice Committee, at tear up _e p1_eCe O paper an go ac O
33 Mansýeld Reedô NOttmehem_ system of paying whatever rates they choose
Telephone: (0602) 4116-;6_ and forcing workers to accept low pay and no

job security.
tiOþ was pr'OdUCúd by: FFúd BPOad, "This is now much Widep" ô Says

Maggie Smith, Nigel Lee, Pete Reid, Bah ABAS national organiser John Chowcat. "It
Dallj-ng! Chi?-15 G1"ifý1òI, Anne G1"ifý1'li means that all the work the unions have put
Marian Jeiiries. A.B. Dink and Others. in over the past two years trying to secure a

national minimum has apparently been thrown

1

Charles Borrett, Conservative Chairman
of the City Housing Committee, said that the
City had "no surplus housing" and that he
couldn't "give a firm comment" until the next
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Á'" biô the et"P1ÁYe"óS- "'5 H ýat" '0 the rims" now with Radio Trent right in the firing line."
Radio Trent employees don't plan to take

any action Lmtil the rest of the industry have
been consulted, but both John Kiddey of the
NUJ and John Kelligher, the ABAS shop
steward, wouldn't rule out strike action.

WE TOLD THE STORY last week of Mr and
Mrs Woodcock living in a bad house in Radford.
Within a couple of days of the People's Centre
taking up the case, both the Health Department
and the landlord's agent inspected the house.
But the Health Department is requiring only
that the stairs be made safe, a window be
made safe, and the electric wiring be checked.

The Health Inspector obviously does not
feel that the extensive damp in the bedrooms,
an unsafe gutter, and loose roof tiles, are a
danger to health. The Woodcocks will now
have to take action through the courts to get the
house put right.

Councillor John Carroll eventually sent
Mrs Woodcock a letter after the recent elec-
tion saying that he would be looking into the
possibility of getting her moved for health
reasons. It is now nearly two years since he
first looked into this possibility.

THE PRICE COMMISSION is alive and well
and living at Nottingham 291111 .

Not many people know this, according to
the regional officer, Mr David Brown, since
the ntunber of complaints for the whole of the
East Midlands has dropped to about thirty a
week - not many for an area which includes
the whole of Nottinghamshire, Leicestershire,
Northamptonshire, Lincolnshire and part of
Derbyshire (though perhaps people are Lll'ldúIó-
standably reluctant to phone all the way from
Northampton) .

But, in addition to dealing with specific
complaints, Mr Brownó s department of ýfteen
is methodically working through the accounts of
all firms in the area with an annual turnover of
between Ã~Ä',"m and Ã10m, and gently persuading
those in breach of the government's Price
Code to cut back profits accordingly. Gentle
persuasion is apparently all that is needed,
since most firms are in default more through
ignorance than intent - and in any case, the
legal "profit margin reference level" is
generous enough for the majority of them to
conform quite happily.

This is all taking place in gentlemanly
(continued on page 4)

STUDENTS AT CLIFTON decided this week to
occupy part of the Trent Polytechnic buildings
there. The immediate cause of their decision
to do this is that the majority of them will be
unable to get jobs when they leave college.
The shortage of teaching jobs will also mean
that there will be a continued deterioration in
the standard of education for most children in
this country.

The occupation was for one day only - the
first decision to occupy the building indefinite-
ly was reversed on Friday - and as such was
a token demonstration only .

An occupation of this kind can have two
aims. First, it can attempt to bring pressure
to bear on the government to change the educa-
tion (and economic) policies they have at
present. And this is what the Clifton occupa-
tion was.

But, secondly, it could have been used as
concrete political action by taking over the
means of education - the buildings and books.
And had the students taken control of these
they could then have helped others to take
control of their own education. If the
teachers cannot control their own education,
what hope is there for the mass of working
class kids in the factory schools they are
forced to go toô?

Clifton has always been separated from the
College not only by a main road but by a
complete disinterest of the College in what is
happening in the community they share - the
Clifton Estate.

With a population of nearly 40,000,
Clifton surely provides a wonderful oppor-
tunity for those who believe that education
is based on freedom to carry out - even if
only for a short time, to a limited extent -
some real teaching based on the control of the
means of doing it.

But because of the rigid control over
educational establishments it is not possible
to start an occupation that can turn from a
mere one day protest to taking real control
over the situation. Any occupation must have
deýnite aims and must be planned so that
retaliation by the authorities can be effectively
met.

1 Clifton students were threatened. They
were told that the College would be closed
and exams would be suspended unless the
occupation ended. They should have known.
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"You canót come till you're destitute.
And if you're destitute you shouldn't come. "
THERE'\/E BEEN lots of comments recently
about Asian immigrants arriving in the country
penniless. One of the Tory candidates in
Nottingham even tried to make election capital
out of it for the local elections and there was
yet another letter in the Evening Post,
principally about the Rhodesian cricketers but
making a sideswipe about "4-star hotels" and
social security beneýts.

Why do these Asians arrive skintô? Join
the \/oiceós magic carpet for a trip to Kenya,
where so many of them come from, and we'll
give you the facts that neither the Post nor its
Signpost safaris will show you.

The Kenyan Asians, as a group, are an
intensely practical, hardworking and self-
reliant people. They created the country's
modern retail trade and developed many of the
small manufacturing industries. They provid-
ed most of the skilled mechanics and engineers
and were prominent in the professions.

When India and Pakistan became independ-
ent in 1948, Asians in Kenya had to make their
first big decision: should they claim Indian/
Pakistani nationality or remain British colonial
subjects? _Some chose the former but most
continued as British subjects.

Fifteen years later came Kenya's independ-  
ence and the second big decision: to become
Kenyans or to remain British subjectsô? Some
opted to become Kenyans. Others thought it
prudent to remain British. They thus became
foreigners in their adopted land.

The new African government faced a
situation where it had political independence
but the economy was controlled by non-
citizens. It therefore began the gradual and
planned transfer of trade and employment into
the hands of its own citizens. There is
nothing immoral about this - after all, British
politicians, both Left and Right, object to
British industry being controlled by Americans

The plan proceeded in an orderly and
predictable manner. Every so often, new
zones (geographical or occupational) were
declared where trade or employment were to
be restricted to Kenyan citizens, who could be
of any race. The zones started in the rural
areas and lower-paid jobs; they spread
gradually to the city centres and to the
professions .

For most Asians affected by these orders ,
the only way open is emigration; for many,

4

Britain is the only place available.
But here is the cruel catch. Britain only

doles out a limited number of entry vouchers
annually to its Asian citizens in Kenya and
will not put anyone on the waiting list until he
is unemployed and unable to trade or find
employment. So the Asian cannot act ahead of
events, sell his business at a reasonable
price on the open market and come to Britain
bringing a respectable amount of capital with
him. Instead, he has to stay in business until
he is ordered to quit, it being a forced sale he
gets a poor price. For the next one, two or
three years (depending on the length of the
voucher queue at the time) he has to use his
capital to support his family. When his capital
runs out, his clan keeps him from starvation.

Britain then lets him in. Destitute.
The attitude of politicians is hard to under-

stand. If the Tories were logical they would
be welcoming the Asians at the airport and
thrusting free membership of the Tory Party on
them, for the African Asians are born capital-
ists and lovers of law and order. Yet it is the
Tories who are most violently frothing at the
mouth and making speeches condemning the
arrival of immigrants who have no means of
support. Even the Callaghan government
ought to put on a bit of a welcome, but it
seems to be developing the same symptoms as
the rabid Tories, what with Mellish's talk of
"enough is enough" and a government minister
apparently sympathising with "the views that
many people in different parts of the House and
the country hold about immigration generally."

Both parties have practised the shameful
policy of "You can't come till you're destitute".
Now it seems they are adding the rider, "And
if you're destitute you .?=|"lOUlCllôl_'t come" .

 TOM or CLUNY
 

(PRIVATE PROFITS continued)
silence. Only if a firm is obstinate enough to
be taken to court will names be named. But
this has not happened yet - an interesting
contrast with the very public agonies of the
trade union movement as it decides whether or
not to accept Denis Healeyós wage deal.

Meanwhile, at the County's Consumer A
Protection Department no ýgures are avail-
able for the number of complaints about price
increases, though a drop has been noticed in
recent months, according to Mr Geoffrey
Hannibal, the County's Chief Consumer Protec-
tion Officer (telephone 411741 if you want to
reverse the trend).

Where the Price Commission deals with
(continued on page 5)
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