Nottingham Voice

29 MAY 76 NUMBER 40

| GIVING THE ASIANS
SUUARE DEAL

PAGE 2 AND PAGE 4

DISPUTE TO SPREAD? i
Why Radio Trent's troubles may spread 'N pnlv SII. I"

nationwide
TORIES ON TOP Page 9

How the Tories are enjoying themselves _
| . after their shock victory wnv pnlsn“s
: HOW THEY SAW IT |
" B Evening Post reporters accuse the Voice
. of plagiarism .. . . | 6 suuln Bn

MAGIC PIANO

Why the world's best pianists will enjoy Page 8
their visits to Notts.

‘aNmFuLL gume 1o whAr's on ({(1)




NOTTINGHAM VOICE
29 MAY 76

ONE OF THE SADDEST things recently has
been the reaction in some quarters to the
arrival in Britain of Asians from our former
African colonies. Understanding and generos-
ity have been in short supply, so we rang up
the Nottingham Community Housing Association
who have a special interest in the subject, and
asked them for a few comments. Would it be a
good idea, for example, if one or two houses
were made available in Nottingham for families
newly arrived in this country?

Andrew Malone, an officer of the Associat-
ion, said they were prepared to offer at least
two houses in the next few months to families
who want to settle in Nottingham: '"This is just
what the Association was set up to do."

But reaction from city politicians on both
sides was depressingly predictable - lukewarm
and non-committal, Len Maynard, Labour
councillor for Radford ward, said that he had
"no basic objection" to Asians being rehoused
in Nottingham, but he thought that it would not
help community relations in the long run,

o

Charles Borrett, Conservative Chairman
of the City Housing Committee, said that the
City had "no surplus housing" and that he
couldn't "give a firm comment" until the next
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Housing Committee meeting. He did, however

think that the City was "unlikely" to make any
housing available., They might not be able to
discuss it at the Housing Committee because
"the Committee has a very full agenda".

And his reaction to the offer from the
Community Housing Association? "It's entire-

ly up to them - nothing to do with me."

Disputetospread?

THE DISPUTE AT RADIO TRENT, involving
journalists and broadcasting staff, may spread
to other commercial stations.

This follows the latest round of talks
between the Association of Broadcasting Staff
(the broadcasters' Union) and the Trent
management. The management are now claim-
ing that the two national agreements, which
they 've refused to sign, are NOT national

~agreements, and they say they have no intent-

ion of signing.

This is despite the fact that now only two
commercial stations in Britain, Trent and LLBC,
have not agreed to sign. In the past two
weeks, Radio Thames Valley and Metro Radio
have both signed. This means that out of nine-
teen stations in Britain, seventeen have -
agreed to abide by a national minimum stand-

ard.
The reaction of staff at Trent is one of

amazement, John Kiddey, the journalists'

shop steward said, "The company are now
threatening the whole agreement and that

means every union member throughout Britain.
When other NUJ and ABAS members hear about
this latest development, they're going to be
very angry. It could mean a national stoppage."

The employers' national body, the AIRC
have agreed to back up Trent and LBC in their
stand against the unions. The statement about
the agreement not being a national agreement
means that any employer 1n Britain can now
tear up the piece of paper and go back to a
system of paying whatever rates they choose
and forcing workers to accept low pay and no
job security.

"This fight 1s now much wider'", says
ABAS national organiser John Chowcat. "It
means that all the work the unions have put
in over the past two years trying to secure a
national minimum has apparently been thrown



out by the employers. It's a fight to the finish
now with Radio Trent right in the firing line."
Radio Trent employees don't plan to take
any action until the rest of the industry have
been consulted, but both John Kiddey of the
NUJ and John Kelligher, the ABAS shop
steward, wouldn't rule out strike action.

WE TOLD THE STORY last week of Mr and
Mrs Woodcock living in a bad house in Radford.
Within a couple of days of the People's Centre
taking up the case, both the Health Department
and the landlord's agent inspected the house.
But the Health Deparitment is requiring only
that the stairs be made safe, a window be
made safe, and the electric wiring be checked.
The Health Inspector obviously does not
feel that the extensive damp in the bedrooms,
an unsafe gutter, and loose roof tiles, are a
danger to health., The Woodcocks will now

have to take action through the courts to get the

house put right.

Councillor John Carroll eventually sent
Mrs Woodcock a letter after the recent elec-
tion saying that he would be looking into the
possibility of getting her moved for health
reasons., It is now nearly two years since he

first looked into this possibility.

Private profits

THE PRICE COMMISSION is alive and well
and living at Nottingham 291111,

Not many people know this, according to
the regional officer, Mr David Brown, since
the number of complaints for the whole of the
East Midlands has dropped to about thirty a
week - not many for an area which includes
the whole of Nottinghamshire, Leicestershire,
Northamptonshire, Lincolnshire and part of
Derbyshire (though perhaps people are under-
standably reluctant to phone all the way from
Northampton).

But, in addition to dealing with specific
complaints, Mr Brown's department of fifteen
is methodically working through the accounts of
all firms in the area with an annual turnover of
between £4+m and £10m, and gently persuading
those in breach of the government's Price
Code to cut back profits accordingly. Gentle
persuasion is apparently all that is needed,
since most firms are in default more through
ignorance than intent - and in any case, the
legal "profit margin reference level" is
generous enough for the majority of them to
conform quite happily.

This is all taking place in gentlemanly

(continued on page 4)
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atudent threat

STUDENTS AT CLIFTON decided this week to
occupy part of the Trent Polytechnic buildings
there., The immediate cause of their decision
to do this is that the majority of them will be

! unable to get jobs when they leave college.
! The shortage of teaching jobs will also mean

that there will be a continued deterioration in
the standard of education for most children in
this country.

The occupation was for one day only - the
first decision to occupy the building indefinite-
ly was reversed on Friday - and as such was
a token demonstration only.

An occupation of this kind can have two
aims. First, it can attempt to bring pressure
to bear on the government to change the educa-
tion (and economic) policies they have at
present. And this is what the Clifton occupa-
tion was.

But, secondly, it could have been used as
concrete political action by taking over the
means of education - the buildings and books.
And had the students taken control of these
they could then have helped others to take
control of their own education. If the
teachers cannot control their own education,
what hope is there for the mass of working
class kids in the factory schools they are
forced to go to?

Clifton has always been separated from the
College not only by a main road but by a
complete disinterest of the College in what is
happening in the community they share - the
Clifton Estate.

With a population of nearly 40,000,
Clifton surely provides a wonderful oppor-
tunity for those who believe that education
1s based on freedom to carry out - even if
only for a short time, to a limited extent -
some real teaching based on the control of the
means of doing it,

But because of the rigid control over
educational establishments it is not possible
to start an occupation that can turn from a
mere one day protest to taking real control
over the situation. Any occupation must have
definite aims and must be planned so that
retaliation by the authorities can be effectively
met,

- Clifton students were threatened. They
were told that the College would be closed
and exams would be suspended unless the
nccupation ended. They should have known.
















































