Ld
S e e

Nottingham Voice

5 JUN 76

- EMPTY HOUSES
IN RUSHOGLIFFE

Page 2

Union \lil:llll‘y
aMIEE§§ey
FIGURES F'.00D
COUNCILLDRS

Page 10

GUTTER PRESS
Encouraging the Irish could lead to

T R e G S e S
VOICE VIEW

Why the rich and the poor should change

el Gl I I SO e AR O BB |

]
N

g

NUMBER 41

The big sell in
English lager

Page 11

POLIGING THE
LANDLORDS

How the Poly
sit-iga!elgldell

LIVING FOR A CHANGE
Why lead in petrol is extremely bad
BEMS . Loe wR e e e

CAMRA SNAPS BACK
Are all activists members of the middle

L G RERG g NRE T ER ER T

o

~
‘B Ao X . - : Bt 5 ' . ¢ J : > v : > ¥ .
J . . \ A ~ 5 il g ’ . sy
‘ y ’ > . ‘ . : . .
A e : B : i A . ’
- : ‘
: . < ¥ LAY 5 ] . N
e . i Wi : : 108 7% i
S e =Sy ¥ 4 X Wi A e : & . g £ r
SN : . L s Y -~ g e . g < :
R PR A 3 : < : : S V(' g [ ; : .
A



“ NOTTINGHAM VOICE
5 JUN 76

EMPTY HOUSES

NEXT TUESDAY'S meeting of Rushcliffe
Borough Council's Housing Committee will be
told why houses on Fox Road and Hound Road
have been left empty. Six houses have been
purchased by the Council over the last three
years for conversion but so far no work has
been carried out.

The houses, which lie at the back of the
Trent Bridge Cricket Ground, are now board-
ed up. Number 33 Fox Road was bought by the
- Council "about three years ago", according to
Mr Ellis, a Rushcliffe Council official, and
number 35 Fox Road was bought "about eight-
een months ago'". Numbers 2 and 4 Hound
Road were purchased last June and number 18
Hound Road has been owned by the Council for
some time,

The Council say that these houses have not
necessarily been empty since they were bought
- some of the houses have continued to have
tenants in them, We asked Mr Ellis how long
these houses had, in fact, been empty. "I'm
- not prepared to say - it's a ma‘ter for the next
- Housing Committee".

The Chairman of the Housing Coi mittee is
Councillor Douglas Hobson. He adm. ted that
there had been "some delay" in dealing with
these properties. -There had, for example,
been "designh problems'". Numbers 2 and 4
Hound Road are to be turned into a Hostel for
homeless families and tenders have now been
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invited for the necessarv work. The hostel
should be ready in "about four months".
Tenders are also being invited for conversions
on the other houses owned by the Council.

The provision of the hostel is being oppos-
ed by a local residents group known as FIGHT.
They are opposed to it because, as they drama-
tically put it, "Fox/Hound Road have suffered
enough'"., But whether residents are right to
oppose the hostel or not, they certainly have
grounds for complaint over the delay in con-
verting and letting the Council-owned propert-
ies,

There are many other, privately-owned,
houses in West Bridgford which are empty.
But with the shortage of accommodation in the
area as acute as it is at present there is no
need for the Council to encourage the trend by
leaving their own properties empty.

So why has there been this delay? Cllr
Hobson explained that the present Conservat-
ive-controlled Council will be making efforts
to see that the houses are used as soon as
possible, and that the Council "will have to
explain to everyone why the delay has happen-
ed". And why has the delay happened? Cllr
Hobson explained that it was the fault of the
previous Conservative Council. "The last
Council has been doing nothing for the last
year."

So next Tuesday's Housing Committee will
hear why these delays have happened - and,
with luck, will give the go-ahead for work to
start immediately. Let's hope so, for the
sake of the people who could be living in these
properties,

THE COUNTY COUNCIL have started to move
staff into their new offices at the corner of the
Trent Bridge Cricket Ground, Trent Bridge
House. The Planning and Transportation
departments will be moving there, for example.
But what about the already hard-pressed car
parking facilities in the area? Well, there
will be "some spaces' available at Trent
Bridge House, and other spaces will be made
available at County Hall and on Wilford Lane.
Will this be enough? "Difficult to say," say
County Hall officials. They will wait and see
what the position is in September. Perhaps




they should start a park 'n' ride scheme for
their own employees.

LANDLORD GRIME

THE PEOPLE'S CENTRE is finding that
tenants paying excessive rents are too scared
to apply for fair rents to be fixed. One of the
reasons, they claim, is that the police are not
enforcing the Rent Acts which make eviction
and harassment criminal offences. Many
tenants feel that landlords can get away with
throwing them out,

LLast weekend the Centre investigated one
landlord who had illegally evicted a tenant who
was applying for a fair rent with People's
Centre backing. The Centre found that eleven
out of twenty-one of his tenants who were seen
did not have rent books. This is a serious
offence because rent books are the only proof
people have that they have paid their rent.

Altogether, twenty-one out of thirty-seven
tenants in five houses were visited. They were
all paying excessive rents. The total rent
income (including rates) from these five houses
was about £270 a week. This could be reduced
by up to £100 if fair rents were registered for
all tenants. This landlord is not the worst in
Nottingham - many tenants commented on how
reasonable he was. He has successfully come
to terms with any tenant who has applied for a
fair rent. The terms in some cases have been
threatened eviction or even actual illegal
eviction.

Getting such landlords proseccuted is not
easy. The City has a Tenancy Relations
Officer who is there to keep things quiet,.
if a landlord does something blatant he may
recommend prosecution. This has to be back-
ed by Marcus Wakely, the City Secretary
(until this week it had to be backed by the
Housing Committee as well). Even so, this
week it was decided to prosecute over three
illegal evictions. One of them involved a
tenant illegally evicted from 21 Noel Street by
the landlord Mr Aram after applying for a fair
rent.

Jim Turner, secretary of the secret
Private LLandlords Association, claims that Mr
Aram is not a member of that Association. He
also claims that the People's Centre publicity
this week, asking for police to take action
against landlords evicting or harassing tenants,
was the last straw for many landlords, who
contacted him saying they would get out.

We suggested to him that they get round the
Rent Acts in the same way as many other land-
lords, including Roger Dilkes, chairman of
the Private Landlords Association. This
involves giving one tenant a free room in return
for getting him to provide breakfasts or teas to
the other tenants, who pay £12 per room. (The
Rent Act does not protect tenants receiving
board as well as lodging.)

But
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Incentive to work

WHATEVER THE GOVERNMENT tells you
(tighten you belts for just one more year,
lads, things'll get better), there's no doubt
at all that things are going to get a lot worse.

One reason why things will get worse is
that the people presiding over them are
precisely the people things are not going to
get all that much worse for. (If the captain
was in the same boat, you might be more
confident it wouldn't sink - this is one of the
best arguments for equality. )

However bad things get, there'll be
plenty of posh cars, expensive restaurants,
exclusive residences, pricey couturiers, and
"good" public schools.

‘The last point is particularly significant.
Cuts in education - perhaps the most cynical-

1y destructive of all - will be pushed through

in spite of all the protests because they
won't apply to public schools, and all
governments, Labour as well as Tory,
belong firmly to the Oxbridge/public school
tradition - so their kids won't be affected.

It will be the same with other economic
stringencies - the people in charge will be
snugly insulated against the worst effects.

If you don't believe this, see if any of the
government gets thinner,

S0, while soap operatics like singing the
Red Flag in the House of Commons pass for
great socialist drama, in the real world out-
side we are probably about to witness the
most serious grinding of the faces of the
poor since the days of Oliver Twist. (The
Child Poverty Action Group reported recent-
ly that nutritional standards in the poorest
social groups are already lower than they
were at the turn of the century.)

What's the way out? Well, a crisis of the
system should at least be a chance to try
something a little different.

Now, it's quite clear that the establish-
ment doesn't deserve to be insulated from the
consequences of its own incompetence. (It's
arguable that the British ruling class has an
almost unbroken line of succession since at
least 1066, and it's no good ruling the country
for over 900 years, then turning round and
telling everybody else it's their fault.)

- Obviously, what we need is a stiff dose
of that good old Tory principle - incentives.
Incentives mean rewards for doing well - and
penalties for doing badly.

Clearly, the ruling classes have been
doing extremely badly in recent years and
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