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THE FIGHT OF TRENT POLY teaching students
swung back into action this week - and this time
they are not going to be content with a mention
or two in the media.

Now they're taking their fight direct to the
local community - making personal appeals for
support to local teachers, parents and workers,
and having personal confrontations with the
local council.

Last Wednesday afternoon a mass meeting of
Clifton-site students voted to re-occupy -
angrily indicating to a sell-out Poly Union
leadership that they can either come in behind
them or get lost.

A fortnight ago they hadn't thought out why
they were occupying. Now they have. It's to
have an organising centre - for flying pickets.
Led by a twenty-strong organising committee,
and with the full co-operation of the college
teaching staff, they are sending out joint deleg-
ations to local schools. They are calling on
teachers to force more jobs by refusing to teach
classes of thirty plus - and refusing to "cover"
for inadequate staffing. They are urging
teachers to go to their unions and to urge supp-
ort for the campaign against unemployment
(which will be hitting many of their ex-pupils
this summer). They are aiming for joint public
meetings with teacher unions.

One thing they're convinced of - teachers
aren't a special case. An official estimate says

NOTTINGHAM VOICE is an independent
paper. We welcome news, articles and
help from interested groups and individuals.
Editorial meetings are held each Monday at
6.00 p.m. at 33 Mansfield Road and, after-
wards, in the Peacock Hotel. All those
interested in helping are invited to come
along to the Peacock at 7.00 p.m.
Nottingham Voice is printed and published
by the Nottingham Voice Committee, at
33 Mansfield Road, Nottingham.
Telephone: (0602) 411676.
This edition was produced by: Fred Broad,
Maggie Smith, Nigel Lee, Pete Reid, Bob
Dalling, Chas Griffin, Anne Griffin,
Marian Jeffries, A .B. Dick and others.

3,000 Nottingham school leavers won't have
jobs this autumn. So nationally they're support-
ing the lobby of the recalled TUC on June 16th.
It's called by militant unionists opposed to TUC
approval of government policy. Locally they're '
aiming to go into union branches with speakers,
to go into the County Council, to parentsó
associations - and the public at large with a
mass petition.

This is part of the fight for the right to
work. They need all the support you and your
organisations can give them - money, messages,
action. Contact: Clifton Occupation Committee,
c/o Trent Poly Students Union, Clifton.

ut-ht:
ONE OP THE AREAS of local government
spending to come under close scrutiny recently
has been the "seCOnding" of staff on full pay to
do training courses in relevant subjects. This
is called "secondment". Such schemes, in
theory at least, are supposed to lead to a better
quality service performed by qualified people.

Those services affected would cover quite a
wide range but would be concentrated in such
white collar occupations as social work. The
Police would also be affected - although they
could more correctly be referred to as blue
collar workers. ó-

A proposal that has been put forward by the
Policy Review Panel of the County Council, for
consideration by the Committees affected, re-
commends the abolition of secondment. This
wouldresult in an estimated saving to the rate-
payer of over Ã80,000 per year. Council think-
ing on this seems to be as follows.

The people who would have been seconded to
courses will now be forced to do their training
on a student grant. Some may qualify for dis-
cretionary local education authority grants, but
the majority of "mature" students (i.e. those
over 25) will receive central government grants
from the Department of Health and Social
Security. Thus, instead of the local authority
coughing up salaries, with a hefty slice going in
taxes, the tables are smartly turned. The tax-
payer will be shelling out. And if all the local
authorities take similar steps the amount of
money involved will be quite substantial.

What will be the Government's attitude
towards such a wheeze remains to be seen. The



whole structure of local authority finance, may
cut short any celebrations. They have already
proposed local taxes. -

Meanwhile the ending of secondment will
cause considerable hardship to those "mature" I
students/employees with families to support.
The break in their employment record may affect
their future benefits, not forgetting, of course,
that they will have no definite job to return to
when (and if) they complete their training.

A With many posts presently_being deliberately
left unfilled this represents a fairly bleak
prospect. If Nottinghamshire go ahead with this
on their own there may well be an exodus of
staff to other authorities or, more likely,
experienced but unqualified staff will not be
able to afford to go away for training.

lf NALGO (the National Association of Local
Government Officers) is unwilling to fight these
proposals the likelihood of any other organised
opposition seems unlikely.

THE COUNTY COUNCIL Education Department
is having difficulty supplying school meals to
all children who want them. This is the con-
clusion of a report submitted to the Council's
Policy Sub-Committee last Tuesday. All child-
ren who want meals at present are being supp-
lied but in some schools the situation is becom-
ing critical. c

The report says that kitchens supplying
some thirty-seven schools are now up to full
capacity - and that over a sixth of all school
kitchens are now working at over 10% above
their capacity. The main reasons given for
this are increased demand for meals in recent
years and government spending cuts which have
hit the building of new kitchens and the expan-
sion of old ones.

As well as kitchens working over capacity,
the report notes that there are some kitchens
which there may be difficulty in fully maintain-
ing to "the hygiene and health and safety at
work standards". The report also makes
suggestions to increase the provision of meals
- including the use of a cook-freeze unit in
Nottinghamshire to provide schools which are
over capacity. This involves cooking food,
blast-freezing it (like ordinary frozen food),
and then sending it to schools for reheating.

The Government's spending cuts have hit
education badly. In Nottinghamshire, accord-
ing to County Hall officials, "only the most
basic educational needs" are being used as a
basis for new buildings. The only progress
being made now is the provision of primary
schools in deprived areas, and building neces-
sary "to fulfil the comprehensive programme".
County Hall admits that "what is being built is

(continued on page 5)
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Leyfield Committee, which is Considefing the 

I ajnrity rules
IT IS ALWAYS a little comic to hear a
Tory claiming that something can't be
done because it would only be in the inter-
est of a minority. So it was when City
Council leader Jack Green made his
excuses about stopping the Festival Hall
project. An annual bill of at least
Ã750,000, he said, could not be justified
to cater for the entertainment of a few.

The important point, of course, is how
sizable are the few - it could be argued
that local government itself is only a
minority interest, judging by the usual
low electoral turn-out, and no doubt more
than one third of the population of Notting-
ham would visit a new concert hall at one
time or another, with the wide range of
entertainment it would be likely to offer.

The Conservative position would be
more understandable if the money saved by
cancelling the project was going to be
spent on anything more worthwhile than
the customary Tory obsession of keeping
down the rates. We still haven't forgot-
ten the penny-pinching meanness of the
last Tory administration, under the
financial wizardry of the immortal Bill
Derbyshire, when "good housekeeping"
manifested itself in such Scrooge-like
pettinesses as cancelling brass band
concerts in the parks!

Councillor Green's protestations
would have more of the ring of conviction
if his party were to develop a policy which
offered something to the majority instead
of a costly civic palace like the Labour
group's Festival Hall scheme.

Isn't it time, for example, that some-
thing was done for the distant inhabitants
of far-flung council estates like Clifton and
Top Valley? With a fraction of the money
saved on the aborted Festival Hall scheme
a number of excellent small-scale commun-
ity arts centres could be built in the areas
which are too far out to turn naturally to
the city centre for their entertainment.

Given a series of community-based
centres with performing facilities, there
is no reason why other such costly civic
projects as the Nottingham Playhouse
should not move now and again out of their
little West-End-in-the-Midlands and take
the theatre to the people who foot the bills
but are too intimidated by the heavy air of
serious art-making to take any advantage
of their investment.  
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MINTERPUNDARY
NATIUNAL SPLINT

FOR THOSE OF US who are confused about the
currency crisis, I bear good news, a bottle of
brown ale and a bag of crisps. So settle back
while I explain.

How shall I put it? International finance is
like a game of roulette. The banker makes a
modest charge to cover overheads etc.

Now in the current crisis a number of
bankers are involved - all of whom have been
lending our government, whom I shall call
Stirling (fine, upstanding name, that), quantities
of dollars, marks, etc. The rough total till last
week was approximately so:
International Monetary Fund S 25,000,000
Monetary Fund International Fr 18,000,000
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The w/rite den!!!
BRITAIN LEADS THE WORLD in sugar con-
sumption per head of population with an average
intake of 2lbs a week (approximately twenty
times that of a hundred years ago). Sugar is
added to tea, coffee, sweets, puddings, cakes,
biscuits, commercial cereals, tinned fruits,
vegetables, and soups, and many other foods.

Yes, sugar is a source of energy. But
taken in this highly concentrated form blood
sugar levels fluctuate wildly and finish lower
than before, and in extreme cases may produce
dizziness or fainting spells. Contrary to
popular belief there is no biological need for
this type of sugar, as a well balanced diet
provides starches from grains, pulses (peas,
beans, etc.) and vegetables which break down
to sugars in the body. Natural sugars are
also found in fresh and dried fruits (especially
dates, currants, raisins, etc.).

Over the years much evidence has been
accumulated and white sugar is severely in-
criminated as a major factor in many diseases -
including heart disease (the biggest killer in
the middle-aged group), indigestion, acne, gout,

I

Intermonetary National Fund Dm 33,000,000
Interfundary National Mont S 500,000,000
Patrick O ' Shaughnessy Ã 1 . 35

Apart from the latter, which is believed to
be a donation from a grateful nei hbour, these
monies are loans at a rate of 46% per annum
interest. We (Stirling, that is) have managed
to obtain these tremendously low interest rates
because the International Community (Gmbh &
Cie, Inc) regards us as a friend. Clear so
far?

Now comes some great news. Because this
money, even at our bargain rate, is chalking up
$883,000,000 interest per month on Mr
Healey's slate, more money has to be found to
pay off the debt. And just as the moaning
minnies were about to chuck the towel in, Stirl-
ing does it again! And secures a further loan of
$5 ,000, 000,000 from Intermondery Fational
Nunt.

And that should see us through till well past
August 8th, when the interest will total
s3.000,000,000,200,000,000, 100. Then we go
back to the banker at the top of the list, and he,
knowing we are a friend, will help us out.

It's simply a question of confidence.
I hope youó re going to pay me for that bottle

of "POW" ale? P.J. GROBWORTH

diabetes, ulcers, tooth decay, and of course
obesity to name but a few.

Commercial sugar is the refined product of
cane and beet sugar and the refining process
removes valuable protein and trace minerals.
The end result is a product with a food value
just above zero. Brown sugar is also, alas, a
complete commercial con. All sugar is first
refined as white sugar and then "brown" sugar
has molasses added to provide flavouring and
colouring.

Honey is an excellent natural food
(especially if the bees have not been fed on
white sugar) containing traces of essential min-
erals and vitamins. However honey is a con-
centrated form of sugar and should only be used
sparingly. You should also consider the bees -
llb of honey represents 37,000 nectar loads
which is the equivalent of a bee travelling one
and a half times round the world}

If you are still in some doubt about cutting
down on sugar consider also that cane and beet
sugar are very important cash crops. In many
so-called under-developed countries large
areas of very important agricultural land are
given over to cash crops such as sugar, coffee
and tea. Almost invariably the native population
are exploited by their employers (Ceylon tea?)
and instead of using the land to grow valuable
natural foods, thereby making the peoples more
self-sufficient, cash crops are sold to the
Western Countries in exchange for our tech-
nological products - who needs colonisation
when you have economic dependence?

PETE REID
NEXT WEEK: Does Beanz still mean Heinz?






























