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NOTTlNGH.~"1 M \/GtCE:

l P n Deere says he is already making bookings for
i April , 1978, and unless something is decided

T soon, there may be a period when no concerts
can be booked for Nottingham because there

NOTTiNGi_iAM,S ALBERT H/iiiii maó. be Darth, will be no guarantee of anywhere to hold them!
ff" ót 1 ht" "Hconverted into o ices .l p ans now eing consi -

ered go ahead. The Hall is a Methodist Mission
administered by .a Trust. None of the Trustees
was available for comment, but the existence of
the plans was confirmed by both City and County T L W _
Leisure Services Departments, who have also A THREATENING t)HONte_eALtè has eeeh
been told that no bookings can be accepted after heeetvee ey the Peeetete eehthet tettewthg a
Juh, 315i, i978_ Mi. Jehh Deereó Aseisiehi campaign to inform certain city tenants of
Director of County Leisure Services, said he theth tttehte eheeh the Rent eetS- The Centreô
uhdeheieed ihehe were hiehs ie Sen O-ii the an independent advice agency, has been leaflet-
Albert Hall Institute and install offices in the the tehahte te teh them that they have Tights "
Hall itself, taking up the first floor at present iheh-"hhe the Fight he' 'e he evicted ñôi'he'-" e
occupied bv the balconv and leaving a smaller eetth t eheeh * het te ee harassed ey tahetehest
hall beneath. "They've been considering this, aha the htght te have a heat heathó
ehywey n Said Mi. Deei.,e_ ttwe have had meei_ On Wednesday an anonymous caller to the
ings at which we have discussed their intention." Cehthe teta a hetpeh that the Peeetets Cehthe

The plan is unlikely to go ahead, however, _ were tO "KGGD thúiP HOSQS Out of the affairs Of

if the Citv Council's Festival Hall Project is t tahatehae" * aha hetehhea te ehe pahtteutah
cancelled (it is at present being reviewed by the Wehkehô eaytheuuwethe eethg te Watt tee htht
new Tory Council). The Rev. John Horner, eh a dark hteht ' . .
Minister at the Mission, denied that there were "The eaheh etahhee he was eathhg eh eehatt
any definite plans and said that "as long as the at ehtvate tahatehas '
Citv wants the Hall we have a moral responsib- The eeekeethah tee the Phtvate Lahateaee

"1 ô 1 Association a local solicitor said that only'l't't óed 't." . ô t t ,1 1 ót O prom e 1 statements made by him represented theviews
tt is eteehè he""e"e"ó t that the Festival heñ of the Association (members of the Associationwould take away a ma_]or source óof income, and prefer, to remain ahOhymOuS)_  

the Trustees would need to consider the best
use of their assets.

Meanwhile, the uncertainty is making it i
difficult to plan concerts for the future. Mr

l a

NOTTINGHAM VOICE is an independent ON _MOI\lDAY. RADIO T_F~ôE1\lT'5 BOa1ñ<1_m<->et to
papen We Welcome news, articles and decide their next move in the long-running
help from interested groups and individuals. hattte with the two Uhiehs in the COITIPEIYIY t the

NUJ and the ABAS.
Editorial meetings are held each Monday at iitii he iheii. ýrst meeting Since the jOni~n_
e-ee e-eh at 33 Mahettete Read ahaô, attetñ alists and broadcasting staff occupied a studio '
wards , in the Peacock Hotel, Mansfield to stop the sacking of programme director Bob
Reach All these thtehestee th hetethg ahe Snyder and later went on strike in order to
lhvltee te the Peaeeeh at 7'ee e-m- make Trent sign national pay and conditions
Nottingham \/oice is printed and published agreements Wlth the uh1<>hS-
by the Nottingham Voice Committee, at But although the Board may have taken a

T 33 Mansfieid Road, i\ipiiingnam_ hammering from the -unions recently, it
Teiepnpne; (0602) 411676_ appears that they are massing for a counter-

_ _ _ attack. They're planning staff cuts . . . .
Thls edlheh was Predueed hi/= Feed Bheeet Up to five people will get the boot if the
Nlget Leeô teete Reta; Chas Ghtttlhv Ahhe Board have their way, and it doesn't take P
G1"iýil"1, Mahlah Jeffhles and ethe1"5- much to put two and two together and work out
Registered as a newspaper. by the Post that the "union mi1itants" will just happen to
OiiiCe__ be among those who are made redundant.

However, the unions are already fighting



back. They've compiled dossiers for the
Board on ways of saving money without losing
jobs. They claim to have found over Ã30,000
worth of spending which could be cut before
anyone hasto lose his job.  

The company say they're suffering a loss
f d tió ' bec use f "the indust-o a ver ising revenue a o

rial unrest" recently. This is undoubtedly so,  
but the unions say that this unrest was unavoid-

I
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e since the com an has steadfastl refus-abl . p y e y
ed to offer decent terms and conditions of
employment throughout its short life. t

On Tuesday, the journalists meet to
decide whether the company's demands for j
economies have been satisfied by their pro-
posals. If the company still decides to press
ahead with staff cuts, óthere'll be trouble.
Whether the journalists will take strike action
or will opt for-another sit-in they're not say-
ing. T T j  "

John Kiddey, the NUJ shop steward, told 0
the Voice: "We've made every effort to show
them how they can stop wasting money. If they
attack us with redundancies, we'll fight back.
But I'm not going to say" what that action will
be. Let me just assure you it will be totally
effective" . ,

i A month ago, the company announced it
was to appoint a new news editor. This was
to have cost an extra Ã4,600 a year in salary.
The present news editor, Bob Kilbey, was to
have been "promoted sideways" to become the
front-man for news bulletins and programmes.
Kilbey, a man appointed by Dennis Maitland,
the Trent Managing Director, has, in the
opinion of many of his colleagues at Trent,  
only one qualification to keep him employed -
he is a Maitland fan, and so the company want
to keep him on.

So the NUJ chapel are being asked to
accept a new member ofstaff to help Kilbey t
out," and at the same time they're being told
that two or three of them will soon be on the
dole becausethe company can't afford to keep
up the number of staff. . - l è

Said John Kiddey, "How can they say
they're going broke on the one hand and on the
other say they want to hire a new news editor?
It's economic madness . "

On Tuesday, the NUJ expect to be told
thatthe appointment of the news editor has
been halted, temporarily at least, while
further talks go on. "If they go ahead and
hire this new editor," said Kiddey, "they're
asking for trouble." ' ~ ó

Meanwhile, it seems the IBA, which
governs independent radio and television, is
finally getting round to looking at Trent. "In
the light of accusations about interference by
advertisers and directors in the news pro-
grammes, and in the light of the voteof no
confidence in Dennis Maitland by the unions, 7
the IBA says it is looking carefully 'at.Trent.

The worst the IBA could do would be to
refuse to renew the broadcasting licence when
it comes up for renewal on July 3rd. unless
changeswere made. This would mean that the
station could only broadcast for two more

"IT'S ANARCHY" was the response of
Councillor Borrett", Chairman of the City
Housing Committee, to the news this week
that a group of squatters had formed them-
selves into a un_ion.

And that comment alone was enough to
ensure that Cllr Borrett grabbed the head-
lines in the Evening Post story announcing
the event. And, of course, we are still
waiting for the story: "It's organisation -
that's the claim made about this week's '-
Policy and Resources Committee by the
Squatters_Union". t  ñ  J -

o Anarchy is not simply at dirty word.
At its simplest it means "absence of govern-
ment" . But it can also be a constructive
political philosophy - and one which those
who thrive on government and organisation
and property are naturally keen to combat -
after all they have something to lose. So
the word becomes a term of abuse.

_ Still, other comments made by Cllr
Borrett can be taken on a more immediate
level. His alternative to squatting for
homeless people was to go to the City
Council's Homelessness Officer where the
homeless would be dealt with,

Not quite right Cllr Borrett. The Hous-
ing Department can only deal with homeless
families with children. Homeless families
without, or homeless people without
families, or homeless people from outside
Nottingham can't be dealt with by the Hous-
ing Department because of policy formulated
by councillors.

It would be possible to solve the
problem of homelessness simply by using
all the properties which are beingleft
empty at present. And houses are being
left empty by both private landlords and
councils. Since government has shown
itself incapable of tacklingthe problem,
its representatives are hardly in a posit-
ion to condemn others who are prepared to
try. And that is what the Squatters Union
aim to do. t

It might be anarchy, but the odds are
that the Squatters Union can do more for
the average homeless person than the Hous-
ing Department. Perhaps we should have
more absence of government.



years if it failed to conform
The unions are hopeful that the IBA will

investigate their claims about dirty dealings
at Trent, and they believe that their accusat
ions will be borne out by the evidence.

So, all ears will be tuned to Radio Trent
at twelve noon on Tuesday when the journal-
ists decide if they're going to take action. It
could be interesting listening, we're told . . .
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THE MARCH OF FOUR HUNDRED education
students through Nottingham last Thursday
marks the culmination of the present stage in
their campaign against education cuts.

The occupation at Clifton was still on as
we went to press, but it could be over as you
read this. The leaders seemed to be looking
now towards a recommencement of the
campaign in the autumn.

So where have they got to? Where now ô?
We put in our two penn'orth before, but let's
quickly do a couple of sums again. There's a
lot on the plus side. Just the fact that
students have taken action and have occupied
their building. Contrary to the Daily Express,
students are not red revolutionaries to a man
or woman. And especially not teacher train-
ing students. S

None the less, up at Clifton, after a
rather false start (owed in no small measure
to a vacillating or outright antagonistic Poly
Union leadership), the students quickly pulled
together a very high-powered machine, which
saw a lot of parents, a lot of teachers and a
lot of trade unionists, and got a hell of a lot
of local support.

Also very much a plus - they got the
backing of teaching staff, reiterated by their
union representative at the meeting outside
County Hall on Thursday.

Quite right too was their declaration that
they weren't a special case - they óre just one
part of the soaring unemployment figures -
though their stickers did say, "Let the teach-
ers teach", and there was perhaps a tendency
for some to see this purely as an education
battle. Nevertheless, to befair, they did go
out to get wider trade union support and did
get the support of the local Trades Council,
whose banner was there at the demonstration
on Thursday. t A  

 But let's face it, there still ain't any
change in Government policy. It seems as if
each time a Swiss banker frowns a few more  
thousand British workers get the sack. So
the fightó s got to be stepped up. And it's a
national fight - so what is the national leader-
ship doing - the NUS Executive?

Well, on Monday morning whenClifton I
students were due to decide whether to contin-
ue their occupation, they read the bombshell
news in the national press that the NUS had
decided to call the occupations off. That is,

in every paper except the Morning Star, which
supports the broad-Left majority on the Exec-
utive, and seems to have been too embarrassed
to say anything.

No doubt it embarrassed also many of the
student leaders at Clifton who support the
broad Left. After frantic phone calls to the
NUS, they learned the President was prepar-
ed to give some sort of approval to continue
occupations if Colleges took that decision. '
And this was in fact what Clifton decided to do.

The experience of the occupation over the
weekend had clearly created a qualitative
change in outlook among students. On the  
decision to occupy, a significant minority had
spoken and voted against. On Monday, the t
decision to continue the occupation was taken
without a dissenting voice and with only six
voting against. Colleges like Clifton have now
been left out on a limb by the NUS, and so, as
already suggested, the College is unlikely to
remain occupied much longer.

But there's a hell of a lot more to be done,
and there's the fight at Clifton to support it.
The local Labour movement should take note
of their example. Let's have a generalised '~
local struggle against unemployment - and
have the experienced campaigners at Clifton
to help staff it.

One issue they should certainly be plugging
away at is a demand that employed teachers
refuse to cover for absent colleagues and
refuse to teach classes over thirty. The
National Union of Teachers representative,
who brought a message of solidarity to the
demonstration on Thursday, said that in
Manchester where this had been operated the
local authority had been forced to advertise
for eighty more teachers. A  

But they're not doing it in Nottingham yet
- so how about it, Nottingham teachers ?,

THE ANSWER TO the recent outbreak of
racialism must be unity of the ranks "inthe
Labour movement, declared the Trades _
Cguncil at its meeting on Wednesday, Jime.
1 th. N .  

Speakers called for banning of the Nation-
al Front and the National Party and for the.
TUC to take a lead in anti-racialist propa-
ganda. More than one speaker pointed out
that racialism had seeped into the Labour
movement. I The Trades Council's President,
John Peck, called for the Trades Council
delegates to fight for an anti-racialist V
position in their trade union branches.
Makham Singh of the Indian Workers Associat-
ion called for mass leafleting of the factories.

The Trades Council decided to send  I
delegations to local MPs and also decided to
see whether the local Labour Parties and the
Co-operative Party would co-sponsor a local
conference against racialism. t






























