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NOTTINGHAM'S ALBERT HAL.L may be partly

converted into offices if plans now being consid-
ered go ahead. The Hall is a Methodist Mission

administered by a Trust., None of the Trustees
was available for comment, but the existence of

the plans was confirmed by both City and County

[L.eisure Services Departments, who have also
been told that no bookings can be accepted after
July 31st, 1978, Mr John Deere, Assistant
Director of County Leisure Services, said he
understood there were plans to sell off the
Albert Hall Institute and install offices in the
Hall itself, taking up the first floor at present
occupied by the balcony and leaving a smaller
hall beneath., '"They've been considering this,
anyway,' said Mr Deere, "We have had meet-

ings at which we have discussed their intention,"

The plan is unlikely to go ahead, however,
if the City Council's Festival Hall project is
cancelled (it is at present being reviewed by the
new Tory Council). The Rev. John Horner,
Minister at the Mission, denied that there were
any definite plans and said that "as long as the

City wants the Hall, we have a moral responsib-

ility to provide it,"

[t is clear, however, that the Festival Hall
would take away a major source of income, and
the Trustees would need to consider the best
use of their assets,

Meanwhile, the uncertainty is making it
difficult to plan concerts for the future. Mr
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Deere says he is already making bookings for
April, 1978, and unless something is decided
soon, there may be a period when no concerts
can be booked for Nottingham because there
will be no guarantee of anywhere to hold them!

Ihreat

A THREATENING PHONE CAL.L., has been
received by the People's Centre, following a
campaign to inform certain city tenants of
their rights under the Rent Acts. The Centre,
an independent advice agency, has been leaflet-
ing tenants to tell them that they have rights -
including the right not to be evicted without a
court order, not to be harassed by landlords,
and the right to have a rent book.

On Wednesday an anonymous caller to the
Centre told a helper that the People's Centre
were to "keep their noses out of the affairs of
landlords'", and referred to one particular

worker, saying "We're going to wait for him
on a dark night",

The caller claimed he was calling on behalf
of "private landlords'",
The spokesman for the Private Landlords

Associlation, a local solicitor, said that only

statements made by him represented the views

of the Association (members of the Association
prefer to remain anonymous).

RADIO TALKS

ON MONDAY, RADIO TRENT'S Board meet to
decide their next move in the long-running
battle with the two unions in the company, the
NUJ and the ABAS.

It'1]l be their first meeting since the journ-
alists and broadcasting staff occupied a studio
to stop the sacking of programme director Bob
Snyder and later went on strike in order to
make Trent sign national pay and conditions
agreements with the unions.

But although the Board may have taken a
hammering from the unions recently, it
appears that they are massing for a counter-
attack., They're planning staff cuts ....

Up to five people will get the boot if the
Board have their way, and it doesn't take
much to put two and two together and work out
that the "union militants" will just happen to
be among those who are made redundant.

However, the unions are already fighting



back. They've compiled dossiers for the
Board on ways of saving money without losing
jobs. They claim to have found over £30,000
worth of spending which could be cut before
anyone has to lose his job. |

The company say they're suffering a loss
of advertising revenue because of "the indust-
rial unrest" recently. This is undoubtedly so,

but the unions say that this unrest was unavoid-

able, since the company has steadfastly refus-
ed to offer decent terms and conditions of
employment throughout its short life.

On Tuesday, the journalists meet to
decide whether the company's demands for
economies have been satisfied by their pro-
posals. If the company still decides to press
ahead with staff cuts, there'll be trouble.
Whether the journalists will take strike action
- or.will opt: for. another sit-in they re not say-
ing.

John Klddey, the NUJ shop steward, told
the Voice: "We've made every effort to show
them how they can stop wasting money. If they
attack us with redundancies, we'll fight back,
But I'm not going to say what that action will
be. Let me just assure you it will be totally
effective". |

A month ago, the company announced it
was to appoint a new news editor, This was
to have cost an extra £4,600 a year in salary,
The present news editor, Bob Kilbey, was to
have been "promoted sideways' to become the
front-man for news bulletins and programmes.
Kilbey, a man appointed by Dennis Maitland,
the Trent Managing Director, has, in the
opinion of many of his colleagues at Trent,
only one qualification to keep him employed -
he is a Maitland fan, and so the company want
to keep him on,

So the NUJ chapel are being asked to
accept a new member of staff to help Kilbey
out, and at the same time they're being told
that two or three of them will soon be on the

dole because the company can't afford to keep

up the number of staff. .

Said John Kiddey, "How can they say
they 're going broke on the one hand and on the
other say they want to hire a new news editor?
It's economic madness,"

On Tuesday, the NUJ expect to be told
that the appointment of the news editor has
been halted, temporarily at least, while
further talks go on. '"If they go ahead and
hire this new editor,'" said Kiddey, ”they re
asking for trouble," -

Meanwhile, it seems the IBA, which
governs mdependent radio and telewswn is
finally getting round to looking at Trent, -In
the light of accusations about interference by
advertisers and directors in the news pro-
grammes, and in the light of the vote of no
confidence in Dennis Maitland by the unions,
the IBA says it is looking carefully at.Trent

The worst the IBA could do would be to

refuse to renew the broadcasting licence when
it comes up for renewal on July 3rd. unless
changes were made. This would mean that the
-station could only broadcast for two more
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VOICE VIEW
Anarchy an answer!

"IT'S ANARCHY" was the response of
Councillor Borrett, Chairman of the City
Housing Committee, to the news this week
that a group of squatters had formed them-
selves into a union,

And that comment alone was enough to
ensure that Cllr Borrett grabbed the head-
lines in the Evening Post story announcing
the event. And, of course, we are still
waiting for the story: "It's organisation -
that's the claim made about this week's
Policy and Resources Commlttee by the
Squatters Union',

Anarchy is not sunply a dirty wor‘d
At its simplest it means "absence of govern-
ment", But it can also be a constructive
political philosophy - and one which those
who thrive on government and organisation
and property are naturally keen to combat -
after all they have something to lose. So
the word becomes a term of abuse,

Still, other comments made by Clir
Borrett can be taken on a more immediate
level, His alternative to squatting for
homeless people was to go to the City
Council 's Homelessness Officer where the
homeless would be dealt with,

Not quite right Cllr Borrett, The Hous- |
ing Department can only deal with homeless -
families with children, Homeless families
without, or homeless people without
families, or homeless people from outside
Nottingham can't be dealt with by the Hous-

- ing Department because of policy formulated
by councillors,

It would be possible to solve the
problem of homelessness simply by using
all the properties which are being left
empty at present. And houses are being
left empty by both private landlords and
councils., Since government has shown
itself incapable of tackling the problem,
its representatives are hardly in a posit-
ion to condemn others who are prepared to
try. And that is what the Squatters Union
aim to do,

It might be anarchy, but the odds are
that the Squatters Union can do more for
the average homeless person than the Hous-
ing Department, Perhaps we should have
more absence of government,
















































