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HOMELESS WOMAN

A BATTERED WIFE was turned away by

the Social Services Department when she
and her six year old daughter were homeless.,
The woman went to the People's Centre for
help after she had been thrown out of the
council flat she was renting. And although

it was possible for her to obtain an injunction
the next day and move back into the flat this
meant that she and her daughter were home-
less overnight,

The City Housing Department's homeless-
ness section advised her to contact the Social
Services Department, When the duty officer
was phoned by a worker in the People's
Centre he was told that there was nothing that
could be done, The worker told us: ""The
duty officer said that he wasn't on duty to
deal with this kind of case. He was very
rude, "

Eventually the People's Centre persuaded
the Salvation Army Hostel on Peel Street to
accomodate both mother and daughter over
night although the hostel had no beds spare
and could only offer them chairs to sleep on.

Mr Culham, Director of Social Services,
has told the People's Centre that he will be
investigating this case., We were unable to

contact Mr Culham for his comment,

NOTTINGHAM VOICE is an independent
paper. We welcome news, articles and
help from interested groups and individuals.

Editorial meetings are held each Monday at
6,00 p.m, at 33 Mansfield Road and, after-
wards, in the Peacock Hotel, Mansfield
Road. All those interested in helping are
invited to the Peacock at 7.00 p.m.

Nottingham Voice is printed and published
by the Nottingham Voice Committee, at

33 Mansfield Road, Nottingham.
Telephone: (0602) 411676,

This edition was produced by: Fred Broad,
Nigel Lee, Pete Reid, Chas Griffin, Anne
Griffin, Marian Jeffries, Mick Jordan,
Maggie Smith, Bob Dalling, Nickie Dalling,
A.B. Dick and others.

Registered as a newspaper by the Post
Office.

Filmfun

THE HOT WEATHER has certainly been

scrambling a few brains. The Probation and
After-Care Service recently acquired some
film-making equipment. So a group of excited
probation officers, working on the admirable
theory that there's no substitute for experience,
decided to make their own short film. For
some bizarre reason, they chose the subject of
Moses and the Children of Israel. The locat-
ion of this epic was Shire Hall last Tuesday.
When they had crossed High Pavement,
parting an imaginery Red Sea on the way,
they prostrated themselves on the ground.
Boldly ignoring bewildered passers-by and an
interfering bulldog intent on getting to the
"bottom" of it all, Moses, in a dramatic final
scene, ascended Mount Sinai, i,e, the steps
of Shire Hall., With the Ten Commandments
tucked safely under his arm, he turned back
to look at the camera and walked straight into
the arms of two policemen.

HALL DELAY

THE FESTIVAL HALL still clings feebly to

life, The long-awaited report on the options
open to the City Council was finally presented to
the Policy Committee on Tuesday.

Completecancellation, it states, will cost a
million pounds, and mean the inevitable closure
of the Theatre Royal, already in danger of being
boycotted by touring companies because of
abysmal backstage facilities,

Refurbishing the Theatre Royal, but aband-
oning the Festival Hall will cost between £3.4-
£3.8 millions, depending on whether provision
i1s made for the Hall to be built at a later date,
Going ahead as planned will cost £6,8million
(which includes, the report shows, a cool one
million for "consultancy fees'").

At the meeting, as expected, Tory financial
whizz-kid Bill Bradbury and leader Jack Green
- who seems to have abandoned his claims of a
verbal agreement that Bovis would not invoke
any penalty clauses - made threatening noises
that they preferred to pay £3.4m. and simply
refurbish the Theatre Royal.

But, significantly, they decided to postpone
the eventual decision until July 6th., Strange



things happen in politics and it seems that, in
classic Tory fashion, economics could prove
stranger than pr1nc1ples.

That could be the underlying meaning of
Jack Green's remark that, if the Committee
were to decide immediately, it would cancel the

Festival Hall, which implies the possibility of a

different decision at the next meeting.
It could also explain Bill Bradbury's com-

ments that those bodies considering giving finan-

cial aid should "put their money where their
mouth is'",

Certainly, the economics point to a continua-

tion of the Festival Hall as even the '""Post"
recognised in a recent editorial, Why throw
away a million in cancellation fees, and shell
out £2.5 million for over-priced modernisation,
when another £3 million would buy the best arts
complex outside LLondon?

The decision, it seems, depends upon the
amount of cash which is forthcoming from such

bodies as the Arts Council (already committed to

a few hundred thousand), the County and
District Councils - or even ATV, who are
supposed to want to build a television studio on
the site,

If this was available, the Tories could .
capture some political advantage. Trumpeting
their financial virtue and past opposition to
Council spending, they would explain that they
are not dogmatic Labour politicians and that if
financial considerations should dictate a '""go-
ahead" - well, so be it,

But Labour can take heart., The May elec-
tion results show that, if any local factors
were important (which is arguable), it was the
Collar far more than the Festival Hall which
generated the most heat. There's no reason

to believe that the Festival Hall will electrify
the electorate any more in May, 1979, than it
did in May '76.

Protection ple

THE COUNTY COUNCIL Police Committee has
been asked by the People's Centre to make
sure that police know how to protect tenants
against landlords who are acting illegally.

The People's Centre, an independent
advice centre, claims that many tenants do not
believe that the law will protect them from
illegal eviction and harassment,

The Centre is also worried by the 1ncreasmg

number of people who are directed by Social
Security officials to apply to the Rent Officer
for a fair rent without being told of their rights
if the landlord takes illegal action,

Thus tenants can find that not only are they
being overcharged by their landlord and refus-

ed additional money by Social Security officials,

but are also being left completely without
advice or help if the landlord then harasses
them or tries to evict them illegally.
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VOICE VIEW

Broken Arrow

THERE WERE NO howls of protest against
the decision last Tuesday by the Tory City
Council to scrap the civic newspaper, the
Nottingham Arrow.

There was no protest because the
Arrow was not doing the job it should have
been doing. If it had really informed
people what was happening in the Council -
surely the justification for a civic news-
paper - thenitwould have been missed.

In fact, hardly anyone will miss it
except Civic Publications L.td who produce
o

But should it have been done away with?
Wouldn't it have been better to change the
format instead? The Arrow was produced
and distributed for less than £40,000 (not a
lot by Council standards), and was the only
local paper apart from the Evening Post
which reached a majority of the citizens of
Nottingham,

[t's easy to see why the Arrow was
given the axe - it was an obvious target for
expense-~cutting election promises (the
decision over the Festival Hall seems to be
proving more difficult, despite an equally
strong election pledge to drop it).

But given the appalling state of local
newspapers (i.e. the Evening Post), it's
possible to defend the existence of
virtually any other paper. The Arrow may
be inadequate - but at least it provides
some sort of alternative,

And there are few alternatives left now,
Papers covering the whole of Nottingham
were gradually taken over and closed down
by the proprietors of the Evening Post.
[.ocal community newspapers have either
collapsed (like the Meadows paper Centre
Span, which died with the old Meadows) or
become little more than local gossip (like
the aptly named Chase Chat in St Ann's).

Any healthy community ought to be able
to support several papers - from papers
covering a city or region to papers cover-
ing a neighbourhood., The variety of news-
papers reflects the vitality of the area.

Nottingham by this test is almost extinct
(was this the real meaning of the local
election results?), and with the Post at
hand, the Tories don't need their own
municipal propaganda sheet,

Perhaps the Arrow's only real justi-
fication was to give a Labour Council an
independent platform, And, sadly, this
gripped the imagination of no-one.

















































