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SUTTON CENTRE, the Ã2 million develop-
ment at Sutton-in-Ashfield, is complete - but
can't be opened to the public because it t
doesn't meet fire regulations. The Centre,
which contains both a school and recreational
facilities, has been completed almost a year
behind schedule. But although the school is
in use, none of the recreational part of the  

The Centre includes an ice rink, theatre
bowling alley, squash court and refreshment
area, as well as other rooms for meetings -
facilities which cost over a million pounds.
The complex is under the joint control of the
County COLll1Ci1 (who were also responsible
for the actual development) and Ashfield
District Cotuicil. The County controls the
school and has Joint use of the theatre and the
ice rink, while Ashfield COLllôlCil control most
of the recreational side.

We asked Mr Molyneux, Director of
Technical Services at Ashfield District COLII1
cil, why the Centre couldn't be opened. ô

"The Centre is as good as finished," he T
said. "But there are certain building regulat
ions to be conformed with in respect of resist

NOTTINGHAM VOICE is an independent
paper. We welcome news, articles and
help from interested groups and individuals.
Editorial meetings are held each Monday at
6.00 p.m. at 33 Mansfield Road and, after-

Centre can be used by the general public.
1ô

ance to fire. The County Comcil will have to
do remedial work to bring it up to standard.
We did draw the County Council's attention to
the problem - but the Cowity didn't agree with
our interpretation of the building regulations."

The Coimty Council have asked the Depart-
ment of the Environment to let them open the
Centre anyway - but permission was refused
earlier this year. "It's proved our officers
were right all along," says Mr Molyneux.

Meetings between the County Council,
Ashfield District Coimcil and the Department
of the Environment are continuing. We asked
Ashfield Council when the Centre would be
opened, but they said the matter was out of
their hands - they could do nothing until
remedial work had been done.

We asked Nottinghamshire County Council
why the problem had occurred. "Different
fire regulation standards apply to schools and
community use areas," they said. "There is
no dispute about the requirements that have to
be met in the Centre, merely whether or not
the construction of the building will meet the
requirements, "

So how long will it be before the Centre
can be opened? "Meetings to resolve the
building regulation matters are continuing,"
they said.

So residents of Sutton have brand new ,
million pound recreational facilities which
can't be used. But they will be glad to know
that the County Council is taking the matter
seriously, Unfortimately, no one can even
guess at a date when the Centre will ýnally
open to the public,

wards, in the Peacock Hotel, Mansfield I
Road. All those interested in helping are --
invited to the Peacock at 7.00 p.m. a I s
Nottingham Voice is printed and published
by the Nottingham Voice Committee, at
33 Mansfield Road, Nottingham, TWO ADVENTURE playgroundassociations
Telephone; (0602) 411676_ will be living in hope of financial help after
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Others. ' ô Director of Leisure Services that the  

Registered as a newspaper by the Post
schemes should be dropped altogether. e

The reports before the Committee
QfýÂe_ recommended that no grant should be made to

Clifton and only a small sum for materials



should be given to Tennyson Street, But the
Committee decided not to commit themselves
until after next Tuesday's Policy and
Resources Committee meeting, when it will
be known how much money is available,

Both Associations had already applied
twice for Urban Aid (a scheme run by the
Home Office to support projects run locally),
but had been turned down on each occasion,

In support of their application, Clifton
point to the level of vandalism on the estate.
Last year the Housing Department spent
Ã12,000 as a result of vandalism and more was
spent by the Education Department (who are
unable to give any precise figure), The Assoc-
iation also say that Clifton is a dangerous
place for children, They point to the fact
that on one side there is the Trent, where
seven children have been drowned in three
years, and on another side there is the access
road to the motorway.

Meanwhile, the Tennyson Street Associat-
ion are launching a membership drive to show
what support there is in the area for the play-
ground, They hope to gain a membership of
over 400 within the next couple of months.

THE VERY SUCCESSFUL paper recycling
scheme that Friends of the Earth have been
running for some time is now threatened by a
lack of storage space, Paper has to be collect-
ed and stored until a sufficient amount has
accumulated to make its sale economical: an
amount measured in tonnesl As paper is a very
bulky commodity, a tonne of it needs a lot of
space to feel at home,

Storage space has always been a problem,
but at the moment the situation is desperate,
All that's needed is a garage, room, etc, ,
somewhere near the centre of town at a reason- ó
able rent, So, if you know of such a place,
please don't hesitate to contact FOE,

FOE meet every Tuesday at 8 p,m, in the
Lion Hotel, Clumber Street, and would
welcome help with either the paper recycling,
or with their forthcoming land survey (details
soon), This Tuesday (6th) they are holding
their monthly meeting with the Conservation
Society,

Bil|llt|'l!l| I (BS
BATTERED WOMEN who have been squatting
in a large council house are being threatened
with eviction, Housing Committee Chairman
Charles Borrett has decided that council
policy of evicting squatters must be carried

(continued on next page, column 2)
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WHEN IT COMES to defending the business
interest Mr Ronald Walton, Director of the
Nottinghamshire Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, has an itchy trigger finger, Nor
is he very discriminating in his choice of
target - he likes to blaze away in all direc-
tions,

Last week was a good example,
On Monday Mr Walton explained why his

Chamber had not taken part in Expo '76, "I
don't like the name Expo because it has little
or nothing to do with attracting business
from abroad," he sniffed, "Instead it's
more like a market or a mini Ideal Home
exhibition, "

And on Tuesday, thrashing out at a
different angle, he declared firmly that it
was nonsense to subordinate transport policy
to social and environmental needs when it
should obviously be subordinated to com-
merce and industry instead: "because that's
how we earn our living,"

So there should be no subsidy for British
Rail, which should run at a profit or not at
all - and, in any case, everybody knows that
the moment you nationalise something it
immediately ceases to make a profit and
becomes a burden on the taxpayer,

Nottingham Voice is hardly going to
quarrel with Mr Walton's comments on how
his fellow businessmen turn an honest penny,
On Mondays, for all we know, he is quite a
sensible man,

But on Tuesdays he evidently suffers a
rush of private enterprise to the head, And
so, quite gently, we should like to suggest
that not all his statements are entirely self-
evident, _

The unprofitability of nationalised
industries may be proverbial, for example,
but it is also not very true - Mr Walton
chose to say this the day after the Post
Office had announced a profit of Ã250 million
on its telecommunication services,

And, as Mr Walton must know , a number
of major industries were nationalised
precisely because private enterprise had
been unable to run them at a profit, For
this reason there has been no Tory threat to
denationalise coal or the railways,

' On the other hand, successful state
enterprises like Thomas Cook or the
Carlisle Breweries are flogged off by
Conservative governments precisely because

(continued on next page)
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(VOICE VIEW continued)
they make a profit, Clearly the philosophy
is if it's profitable sell it, and if it's
unprofitable sneer at it,

1 But, of course, there are services like
transport which are essential to any civilis-
ed society and should therefore be judged by
more sophisticated notions than simple profit,
Railways do not make a profit anywhere in
the world (even in Japan and West Germany),
but their social contribution obviously out-
weighs this: after all, few people would
expect the National Health Service to make
money,

Busting
But the concept of "profit" is very hazy

anyway, Companies can adjust their
accounts to show almost anything they want
them to, and in computing profit there are
forms of cost which don't show up on a
balance sheet,

In costing railways, for example, a
recent report has argued that "in 1975 road
casualties cost the community approximately
150 times as much as rail casualties, while
roads carried approximately four times as
much freight and fifteen times as much
passenger traffic," Looked at in these
terms, a good part of British Rail's sub-
sidy is absorbed by a saving in reduced  
casualties compared with the roads - quite
apart from the "social and environmental"
benefit of fewer accidents, which theorists
like Mr Walton seem happy to dismiss,

In other words, when Mr Walton talks of
British Rail making a loss, he is talking
purely in terms of a money profit present-
able on a balance sheet: rather limited
grounds for dumping a vast social asset,
It is particularly important to reject argu-
ments like these when the Department of
the Environment is probably planning to axe
two-thirds of British Rail's passenger mile-
age,

Most curious of all, though, is Mr
Walton's contrast between, on the one hand,
"earning our living", and, on the other, -
social and environmental needs, What sort
of an argument asks us, in the cause of
"earning our living", to sacrifice many of the
things which make living worthwhile in the
first place?

Surely the crucial argument is not about
the simple fact of earning a living, but
about how we earn a living and how this
affects other people, There is something
disturbing about a philosophy which gives
power over how we live to industry and
commerce - to things human beings have
created, rather than to the needs and ends
of human beings themselves,

(BATTERED WIVES continued)
out to the letter immediately without consult-
ing the Housing Committee. There will be a
court hearing for a Possession Order next
Wednesday. After that, the Deputy Director
of Housing has said they will deal with the
women and children who are made homeless,
(There are five women and thirteen children.)

Two of the families will probably be put in
temporary accommodation in Nottingham and I
the other three are likely to be sent back to .
the cities they came from and will be at the
mercy of the homelessness units there (they
will also be closer to the husbands they were
trying to escape from), The only help one of
the women received in her own area was a  
social worker taking her back homeon four
separate occasions to her husband who con- .
tinued to batter her,

The women and the group supporting them
are organising support for their case, They
are getting as many organisations as possible
to sign a letter to the Housing Committee j
opposing the planned eviction. They are also
organising a petition and a picket of the
Housing Department,

AT QUARTER TO TWELVE on Friday evening,
June 18th, I arrived outside St Peter's
Church next to Marks and Spencer in Notting-
ham for the 48-hour fast, We were fasting to
draw people's attention to the fact that all the
following week the Defence Sales Organization
was at Aldershot conducting an Arms Festival,
300 delegates from 70-80 friendly countries
were being sold arms, no matter what politics
or degree of reaction, be it that of a right or a
left wing bias, Arab or Jew,

In Nottingham another group was fasting at
Friends Meeting House, We saw them on Satur-
day and Sunday, All over the country, at a
time when the world spends an increasing
amount on arms - Ã100,000,000,000 at the last
count in 1975, in a world where poverty is also
on the increase - other groups were at work
as we were, What we want eventually is to stop
the sale of all arms but to begin with we
concentrate on a minimum of constructive
suggestions , A

1, No arms sales to countries in which
there are gross violations of human rights - to
Iran, for instance, with its dreadful record of
torture. Or to countries which are engaged in
direct conflict as so many in the Middle East
are,

2, Information about the Arms Sales to be
made public, Not even MP5 can really find out
now what is going on, or why, and to whom
sales are made,

3. Exporting firms and the Government to
be obliged to spend some of their profits on






























