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TRENT'S THURSDAY tea-time news
programme came to a sudden premature end
this week - to be followed by live coverage of
a Trent staff union discussion. This was the
unintended opening to the latest round in the
Trent tragedy, Nottingham's longest running
drama. 2

Voice readers know more than most about
this - but even they may be forgiven for having
lost the thread. A "story so far" summary ~ ~
would itself qualify for a "book of the month"
aw ard. Suffice to say the two main elements
of the plot remain constant.  

On the one hand the struggle of Trent trade
Lmionists for twentieth century wages and
conditions. And opposing them station manager
Denis Maitland who, had he been born sometime
earlier, would have had a lifetime job as a
villain in Victorian melodrama.

The naive may have thought the curtain had
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finally Q0116 down on this production at the end
gof last month when management finally agreed,
for the first time, to staff structures and
gradings - a year after the station had gone
on the air. But those who thought things were
over underestimated the wit and wisdom of
Maitland and his sinister side-kicks, in
particular the notorious local union bureaucrat
Sid Williams, a board member whose long re-
cord, of which he openly boastsñ, of selling his
own USDAW members down the road, well
qualifies him for a leading part on the Trent
stage.

This week, Maitland happily þourished in
front of union members a Department of
Employment letter declaring big wage increases
were not what the social contract was all about.
Sadly true, but of course the Trent agreement
was not a new wage increase but the first
definitions of a wage structure in a new
company. Clearly the company could pay up
if it had any desire to do so.

Just to make clear that this latest kick in
the teeth was no accidental automatic reflex,
commissar Maitland threatened NUJ member
Graham Knight with legal action for spreading
"anti-station" gossip about an earlier victim
of Maitland's hire-and-fire-at-will regime.

Union members occupied the studios for an
indefinite madatory union meeting - a re-run of
the occupation of earlier this year.

But this time Maitland decided to get even
tougher. In the opening scenes Maitland re-
fused the strikers access to food, water or
toilet facilities. Fortunately, this attempt to
starve them out was combatted by staff wives
and local trade union supporters who arranged
for food drops and took the offensive for the
marooned strikers by picketing and leafleting.

Late Thursday night, the Lmionists adjourn-
ed their meeting until Friday afternoon -
after we went to press. Local trade unionists
who want to know what support can be given can
phone John Kiddey (602272).

BECAUSE OF CUTS in the money available
for house improvements, thirty caravans used
by the Council to house people temporarily are
to be sold. Any tenants associations, or other
groups, who want to buy a caravan for any
sort of project should approach the Council
immediately before they are put out to tender.
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WITH ANGRY RESIDENTS from the Arboretum
area demonstrating outside the Council House,
the City Housing Committee finally recommend-
ed on Thursday that the Arbotetum should
become a Housing Action Area.

The area has been going downhill very
rapidly for several years since the Polytech-
nic decided to use it for expansion. Although
it is some time since the City cut back these
plans, there are many houses which have
continued to decay and many standing empty.
Fifty-eight houses out of 328 are to be
demolished. The Council now hasfive years
to bring all the houses in the area up to stand-
ard. They will be working in partnership with
a Housing Association, the Guinness Trust,
which will buy and improve as many houses as
possible,

There are problems with the Erunts
Charity, who own a third of the houses in the
area, They haven't agreed terms to sell the
houses to the Cotmcil, which means there will
be delays in improving them.

The Committee agreed to move people
around to make improvement possible. Health
inspectors are to start on the area almost
immediately.

FIVE BATTERED WOMEN and their thirteen
children threatened with eviction by the
Council won a reprieve at Thursday's Housing
Committee meeting. The Committee decided
not to execute the Possession Order which a
judge had granted the day before.

Cllr Charles Eorrett, Conservative Chair-
man of the Housing Committee, had decided
that because the women were squatters they
must be evicted. This was following a decis-
ion in October 1974 to evict all squatters from
council houses.

Cllr Ben Allsop (Labour, Radford) told the
Committee that he had visited the women in the
refuge. He presented their personal histories
of battering and explained how they each came
to be in Nottingham. 7

One woman had come from Manchester
because her mother lived in Nottingham. One
had lived eight years in Nottingham before
spending a couple of years in Essex. Another
came from Scotland because a friend in Mans-
field had promised accommodation. And
another was referred to Nottingham by Health
authorities in Gedling. All of these women

(continued on page 5)
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THE BE ST THING about Radio Trent has
always been its splendid Georgian building
on Castle Gate. The actual sounds emerg-
ing from those elegant doors may be like
some people want to hear - but in most res-
pects Trent has never been good news.

Two years ago we reported the oily
public relations exercise conducted in Nott-
ingham by the Independent Broadcasting
Authority before they awarded the franchise.
It was an unlovely occasion, and though
sceptics in the audience were deftly crush- Y
ed by IBA Deputy Chairman Bland, their
fears have been amply justified by events
since. Neither the smug assurances at that
meeting, nor the condescending vacuities of
the Trent prospectus have borne much relat-
ion to the final product.

It is not enough to dismiss this as a
result of the simple and very human desire
to make a lot of money. The implications
are much more disturbing. Not only is
there the question of whether a public ser-
vice should be sacrificed to private profit,
but even more fundamentally there is the
question of control over the media. T

For Radio Trent's cynical broadcasting
policy is closely related to the melancholy
saga of industrial disputes which have inter-
rupted broadcasting over the last few
months. As our reports have shown, the
trouble with Radio Trent is that management
wants to manage - to the exclusion of almost
anything else.

What we are seeing is in many ways a
repeat of the Evening Post strike of 1973.
Beneath the surface issues of wages and
employment conditions is the question of
whether public commlmications central to
the life of the community should be run as ~
authoritarian commercial enterprises, or
whether the communicators themselves - the
journalists and other production staff -
should be seen as equal partners in a demo-
cratic process. 1

The failure of the Evening Post strike
was a tragedy for Nottingham because it con-
firmed that the Post was going to be first
and foremost a money-making concern. It is
a closed organisation, with news and ideas
carefully filtered by an editorial hierarchy
responsible not to the community but to the
proprietors .

Radio Trent began as an amphibious org-
anisation claiming to be both commercial and
community-conscious. The present dispute
shows the truth behind this claim,
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