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IIII II   
THREATS OF A national independent radio
strike brought the lock-out at Radio Trent to
an end last Thursday. Journalists and disc I
jockeys had been locked out since Monday when
they had returned to work after an 80 hour un-
official dispute,  

An emergency meeting of the NUJ Executive
had made the dispute official and given broad-
casting organiser Tim Fell power to widen the
dispute if necessary.  P

This might have meant the dispute spread-  
ing throughout newsrooms in independent local
radio. In the face of this Trent management
dropped their demand that union members sign
undertakings not to take unofficial action in
future, More realistic terms were finally
settled after a meeting of the NUJ , the ABAS
(the DJs'union), and AIRC (the management
organisation) , "

Staff at Trent had taken unofficial action
over allegations of mismanagement, victimisa-
tion and the refusal of Trent to implement the
national agreement on pay.

However, the peace at Radio Trent is un-
easy. Non-union staff members were invited
to a secret meeting from which union members
were barred. Reliable sources say a pro-
management staff association has been formed.

NOTTINGHAM VOICE is an independent
paper. We welcome news, articlesand  
help from interested groups and individuals,,
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Editorial meetings are held each Monday at
6.00 p.m. at 33 Mansfield Road and, after-
wards, in the Peacock Hotel, Mansfield
Road. All those interested in helping are
invited to the Peacock at 7.00 p.m.
Nottingham Voice is printed and published
by the Nottingham Voice Committee, at
33 Mansfield Road, Nottingham, E g A
Telephone: (0602) 411676. ó
This edition was produced by: Fred Broad,
Nigel Lee, Pete Reid, Chas Griffin, Anne
Griffin, Marian Jeffries, Maggie Smith,
Steve Henstridge, Olive, Mary McCormack,
A.B, Dick & others. Photos by Nigel Pert.

Registered as a newspaper by the Post
Office.
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FOUR BATTERED WOMEN this week avoided
being battered by the Council.

The Council had offered an alternative .
house to the four women and twelve children
who have been squatting in a large Council-
owned house in the Arboretum area. The
women initially refused the alternative
because of the danger to their children from
lorries delivering to a depot at the side of the
house.

But the Chairman of the Housing Committee,
Comcillor Charles Borrett (Champagne
Charlie to his friends and a well known imper-
sonator of Prince Philip), felt he had backedô
down enough and ordered the Council to evict
the women. They then decided to accept the
alternative instead of barricading themselves
against the bailiffs.

The women were only offered an alternat-



ive by the Council after they had mobilised
support from many organisations including
trades unions, tenants associations, coun-
cillors and MPs.

THE CITY COUNCIL Planning Committee has
called for a full-scale public inquiry into the
proposed Trent Polytechnic Development plan.
The Committee, which met last Thursday, has
no power to stop the development at Clifton
Grove but had been asked to give its opinion
on the matter.

The plan, which envisages the erection of
a campus large enough to accommodate three
to four thousand students and staff, has arous-
ed a lot of opposition from local residents.
They claim that the proposed building plan
will spoil the overall character of the area
around Clifton Green and that there would be
additional problems with increased traffic in
the area.

Thursday's meeting began with a tour of
the site at Clifton and members then proceeded
to the Cotmcil House for a discussion. There
was considerable hostility from Tory coun-
cillors to the whole idea of expanding the Poly
away from its main site in the city centre and
a proposal by councillor Mrs Ivy Benson that
the committee should "accept the report of the
City Planning Officer with some reservations"
was thrown out. Hence the motion to call upon
the appropriate government minister for a
public inquiry,

Clifton residents may have won a brief
reprieve by this move, but recent experience
of so-called "public inquiries" must lead one
to believe that they are no more than ineffect-
ual public relations exercises with no real
power. Furthermore, a mere call for an
inquiry from a local government committee is
no guarantee that such an inquiry will be set
Lip.

Iillhl llll! tassisls
ON TUESDAY LAST, the Nottingham branch
of the National Front - a peculiar ragbag of
the faded genteel and the outright thug - turned
up to an important meeting. The special guest
speaker was Anthony Reed-Herbert, a rising
star in the fascist movement, who is the leader
of the Leicester NF which polled over 43,000
votes in the May local elections. But there was
to be an added attraction at the meeting. About
seventy members of the Nottingham Anti-

(continued on page 4)
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BRITAIN IS SUFFERING from a bad attack
of racial panic.

The most ominous signs this week were
not any activity by racialists, but a state-
ment from the Archbishop of Canterbury
designed to relieve racial tension, and a
Daily Mirror centre-page spread "exposing"
the National Front. Both showed their
awareness of widespread prejudice in this
country not by making a simple moral state-
ment that prejudice in any form is unaccept-
able, but by treating the immigrant commun-
ities as if they were some sort of disease
which is not harmful as long as it is kept
within limits. ,

Both were eager to insist that immigrat-
ion must be strictly controlled - and so
both conceded the game to the racialists,
who will always be happy to supply more
scare stories about the level of illegal
immigration, or the numbers of dependents
waiting for entry. Apologists like the
Mirror and Dr Coggan are then reduced to
saying, Well yes, it would be bad if it were
true, but it isn't.

So, in appealing to its working-class
readers to reject the National Front, the
Mirror placed its main emphasis on assur-
ing them that the Front was only using
their racialist fears as a means of gaining
political power. The racialist fears them-
selves were taken as more less inevitable.  

It seems that all the British learned
from two centuries of empire was to des-
pise and fear the people they ruled. What
should have been an enriching and broaden-
ing experience seems only to have driven
them further into their insularity. I  

The political pundits should be concen-
trating not on the count-the-immigrants
game, nor the attempts of the National
Front to exploit it, but on the social con-
ditions which encourage such activities.

West Indians and Asians are _n_cLt prob-
lems and they do not cause problems any
more than anyone else. Like the poor
people among whom most of them live, they
are victims of an unequal society which
has never made a serious attempt to erad-
icate poverty, is making even less attempt
in a time of economic stress - and seems
all too happy to see some of the blame
diverted to such a vulnerable target.
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(FASCISTS continued)
Fascist Committee turned up to tell the fascists
that their racist poison was not going to be
allowed in Nottingham. .

t As the picket did not want to hinder
ordinary members of the public, people were
asked whether they were going to the Nazi
meeting. Virtually all of the NF members
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replied "yes". A bit of honesty for once.
Some of the thug element tried to attack the
picketers,who defended themselves. One of  
the disturbing features of the affair was the
senior police officer present who threatened
the anti-fascists with arrest and kept
on repeating that he had not seen the assaults
carried out by the fascists. Reed-Herbert
arrived, in true Mosley fashion, accompanied
by his body-guards. One of these told the
picketers that he was a black-belt . . . this as
well as being a black shirt.

ten thousand leaflets in Nottingham. Those
people who want to help us do this should
write to the Anti-Fascist Committee, C/o
BPFM, 126/8 Derby Road, Nottingham.

ANDREW FARROW

CHILD INTERIM BENEFIT (CHIB) is a family
allowance for the first child of one-parent
families, at the rate of Ã1.50 per week.

Unfortunately, it is a fact that hardly any-
one Q benefit from it.

A great many people are automatically
excluded from receiving it, e.g. widows, who
are in receipt of widowsó allowance, widowed
mothersó allowance, or war widowsó pension.

People who can claim, but to whom, it will
make no difference, are those claiming A
supplementary , sickness , unemployment,
invalidity, or industrial injuries benefits, as
their benefit will be reduced accordingly.

The only people who will derive any benefit
at all are single parents who are working, but
even then, like family allowance, CHIB is tax-
able. In effect, it is taxed twice.

CHIB Ã78/annum ,
(Ã1.50/week) LOSSES

Income tax -_---> Ã27.30

Annual Tax-Free
Child Allowance reduced
by Ã52, leading to
more Income Tax-ð-ðð-r Ã18.90

A Average loss from
rent and rate rebates,

- if claimed-ðð-+Ã23.40

Leaves Ã8 . 40 ,
The past few months have shown that those 16 k,

who claim that the fascists will decline if they _ ence F Wee Á
are left alone are wrong. It has been those
areas where the labour movement has refused
to take on the fascists and racists that have

Therefore, the only people who will benefit
in full are those who are working but whose

been the growth points for theNF. And when- wages are so low that they don't pay any tax
ever the fascists have grown, so has the
violence. Fire-bombs have been thrown.
Attempts have been made to humiliate and
physically assault black people. The Anti-
Fascist Committee has decided that this must
not be allowed to happen in Nottingham.

We are going to stop the fascists. This

and also don't pay any rent or rates.
For the other working single parents, is 16

pence per week really worth it?
Footnote: Despite the above, it is advisable to
apply for the benefit if you are eligible. You
will probably be taxed anyway.

will mean furtht militant activity. But it will RON CHAPMAN
also mean a baó e of ideas. The Committee,
over the next f A N weeks, will be distributing

Mansýeld Welfare Rights Service,
46 Nottingham Road, Mansfield.






























