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olLLY 0LD GOWAN

ALWAYS ALERT to the threat - well that's
how they see it = of criticism in the Evening
Post, the last gasp Labour group at County
Hall have climbed to new heights of paranoia,

While councillors sat in closed session and
squabbled over whether to sue the Post for
libel over a story about the Becket Rowing
Club, calculating Michael Cowan - Finance
Committee supremo - had two helpless Forman
Street hacks thrown out of the bulldmg.

The libel debate had sparked off a predict-
able row because the Socialists wanted it held
in private while the Tories opposed - dash it
all, they are the Opposition,

Fmally, some Tories stalked out climbing
over the thick layer of "press freedom" clichés
at their feet, Among these champions of free
speech was lonely Fred Woodward.

Unfortunately, the Post failed to report his
magnificent gesture the following day - an
omission which led a tearful Fred to complain
bitterly that he was being ignored and that no-
one took any notice of him these days,

The meeting continued behind locked doors
until throats began to gag and an adjournment
was called,

As councillors supped together, the two
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Post hacks, who had diligently waited outside
the room to discover the meeting's decision,
were spotted by Cowan, County Hall's
Eminence Rouge

Displeased in the extreme, he rounded on
the cowering scribes and told them to get out,
accused them of trespassing and of possessmg
classified information - namely, that the meet-
ing had been adjourned!!!

Then he ordered them both from County
Hall and, lacking a handy squad of shock
troops, he turned to the affable County Inform-
ation Officer Colin Slater to ensure the
reporters left the building,

In an atmosphere only a few degrees cooler,
the meeting restarted and dutifully decided to
sue the Evening Post - an action which
promises to be only slightly less significant
than the great water sports centre sign
wrangle with the Press Council, Oh come,
surely you remember”?

Tape decks

ALBEIT TWENTY YEARS behind the times,
Nottingham City Council has launched its own
unique form of anti-smoking campaign.

Fifty double decker buses are being fitted
with tape equipment to churn out audible wall-
paper and advertising jingles to top-deck
captive audiences,

It's guaranteed to drive even the nicotine-=
crazed mainliners downstairs to the relative
quiet of the smoke-free zone - where you only
have the driver's swearing, the autofare
chatterboxes and slamming doors to disturb
your trip to work,

The City Transport Committee was planning
to take on a six-month experiment in fifty buses
at a cost to the Council of £2,500 - £50 a bus
for fitting, The equipment is being provided
by Sounds in Motion,

But the Finance Committee told the Trans-
port Committee to get a deal which didn't cost
the Council anything,

It didn't take them long to do so - they came
back to the Committee this week with a package
which will apparently cost the Council nothing,
City Transport, who will fit the machinery,
now say this will cost only £30 a bus: the
Dansette tradition in cheapo sound systems
lives on it seems,

And if anyone is deaf enough or foolishly
flush enough to advertise on the buses, the




Council will get 30 per cent of gross "ad"
receipts.,

The only snag is that the six-month tryout
has become a FIVE=-YEAR contract - with
provision for a break only after three years,

Barrister Committee Chairman Andrew
Hamilton suggested that advertisers might
include , . , you've guessed . , , the Council,
singing the praises of council house sales and
other half=baked ventures,

Perhaps they can also encourage advertis-
ing for earplugs and crash studies in the
worlds of Andy Williams, the Carpenters, Mrs
Mills and other giants of middle of the road
taste,

Meanwhile, be warned - the Council will
have the last laugh.,

We are reliably informed that beneath this
mindless veneer subliminal brainwashing will

persuade you to pay your rent and rates on time,

not to vandalise your bus shelter or burn
garden rubbish in your dustbin - even to keep
your' hands off your neighbour's knee,

When your brain has been dimmed by over-
exposure to Russ Conway and the BBC Midland
Light Orchestra, remember - you read the
warnings first in the Voice,

FRONT STES

FURTHER ACTION is to be taken against
the National Front demonstration due to take
place in the Market Square on Sunday 8th
August, A meeting called by the Nottingham
Trades Council last week has planned a
counter-march amd demonstration for the
Saturday. The meeting was attended by a
number of Asian organisations, The march
will set off from the Forest at 10,30 a.m.,

A second meeting was held by the
International Socialists in Hyson Green,
The meeting agreed to step up publicity
against the Front and to look for more
help (which can be offered via the Voice).
Both meetings strongly condemned Radio
Trent for having a National Front phone-in,

House rise

RENT INCREASES averaging 86p per week
will come into effect in Nottingham from
October 7th,the City Housing Committee decided
on Thursday. The maximum rise will be £1,50
and the minimum 30p,

L.abour members, notably Coun, Allsop,
expressed their dlsqmet at this move by the
Tory-controlled Committee,

A report from the City Treasurer showed
that 389 tenants owed over £100 - an increase
of 89 over the previous year, The Treasurer

(continued on page 5)
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Without authority

AUTHORITY MAKES the world go round,
Bosses keep us all ground down,

Without bosses, runs the argument,
society would fall apart, Nobody would know
what to do and wouldn't do it even if they did,
Anarchy would result, There would be
violence, illiteracy, long hair and complete
social collapse,

So we have to have bosses.,

Who chooses the bosses?

In a democratic society like ours (runs
the theory) we do, We vote for MPs and
councillors, who then vote for party leaders,
who then tell us what to do, And every few
years we get the chance to tell them what to
do by voting them back in or kicking them out.

This isn't exactly a fair swop, of course,
We only get the chance to say "X" every few
years, They get the chance to say extremely
complicated Acts of Parliament all the time,

In theory, though, we are the bosses,

But there are also all kinds of bosses -
we can't-even say "X" to, Not many say
"X" to their employers (though many would
like to), or to policemen, army officers, tax
inspectors, civil servants, traffic wardens,
headmasters, judges, magistrates, private
security guards, social security officers,
gas board officials, social workers, plann-
ing officials, public health inspectors,
caretakers, doctors, commissionaires, land-
lords, guard dogs, and customs officers,
Elc,, eic,

In some cases we elect those who
appoint them - which, says theory, gives us

emocratic control over them,

In fact, the lives of most people are
determined in almost every respect by
authorities who have been appointed without
their direct consent and who act in ways
which they have not specifically approved,

Most authority is sham, People do not
need leaders, On the other hand, leaders

- need people to lead., Authority is self-

interested and wasteful, It rejects collect-
ive wisdom in order to exalt its own wisdom
and it demands privileges which waste the
resources needed to do the job,

Its true signs, therefore, are not social
order and efficiency, but the director's
Mercedes, the larger carpet for the more
senior civil servant, and the County Hall
cocktail cabinet,

(To be continued)
















































