
7 AUG 76

F" QB

X46ñ 5 óFrye
\1O"3ER

ó 5|'l\lI[ PIIIIBE WEST

_l
,

Iilllli
nun

llF[
SE

Iii lIlló||
II IIIH llnl'EII óI W35 Jillill lllli |Ii|l|ll!l"

NUMBER 50

aynrnnntesses
Page32 Page 80

liluuull In sign Inr llll SEEN [IN lillll ll
Allulmenls linmmillee IIIIIISE SIEPS

Page 79   Page 25

|.
P

. -v '_

.ó ' . '- - -' -ii" -I-#51:" - ._. ..- ó _:-
-1.1ó __, _~._-óð.. L. \\_ó ó

5 l _.,_

1ó i IQ.

' -J
'Q-L . Q

' I

ói.

\

G



NOTTINGHAM VOICE
7 AUGUST 76

-.

THERE ARE STIRRINGS once again down at
the Evening Post offices on Forman Street
where some employees are reported to be less
than happy with the Post's plans for a fully
automated, computerised plant. In response to
these plans, employees held a meeting last
Thursday to hear speakers from other news-
papers who have had experience with the
introduction of new technology into newspaper
production.

They heard that everywhere that new techno-
logy has been introduced there has been a
decline in editorial standards and a loss of job
jobs.

However, it has not been easy to persuade
employees to attend the meeting - many have
refused even to accept leaþets. The greatest
resistance is among printers and allied trades,
many of whose jobs will be threatened. There
is a feeling among some that the best way to
safeguard their jobs is to keep their noses
clean.

The Evening Post has contracted its work-
force steadily since 1972. Indanuary 1972,
approximately a hundred out of a work force
of a thousand were made redundant, and follow-
ing the bitterly fought strike of 1973, another
hundred employees lost their jobs through
redundancy.

The present calm at the Post may be N
deceptive - though the management are hoping
that things will stay calm if a recent circular
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to staff is anything to go by. Under the Employ-
ment Protection Act 1975, they have been
forced to send all staff a copy of their
Disciplinary Rules and Code of Practice.

Accompanying this document was a letter
from Managing Director Christopher Pole-
Carew. This was of some interest to staff in
a company where over two hL1l'ldIó6d of their  
colleagues had been made redtmdant in the last
five years. It reads, in part, "The Directors
wish to state quite categorically that they
consider the issuing of such a document to
members of thestaff of this Company to be, to
say the least, insulting. All of the manage-
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ment are united in considering it most distaste-
ful to have to tell loyal and competent employ-
ees the methods by which they are liable to-be
dismissed, when there are no intentions or
thoughts from the management in this direction
nor, so far as we are aware, of individuals to
incur such possibilities.

"Meanwhile we shall continue to conduct
the affairs of the Company in these matters as
hitherto, namely in the best interests of all
concerned here and with sympathy and under-
standing . . . "

This is not quite the attitude which manage-
ment at the Evening Post have always taken
towards their employees. The last time the
question of redundancy occurred was after the
1973 strike, when Managing Director Pole-
Carew sympathetically told his staff, "We  
intend to manage with or without your co-
operation" . '

Not that in any case the pronouncements of
the management at Forman Street can always
be taken at face value. The Company justified
the 1972 redundancies on the grounds of
reduced profits. When the proýts for that year ,,
were finally declared, they came out at A
Ã750,000 - more than double those of the
previous year . .

WE ARE RELIEVED to hear that Nottingham--7
shire County Council has not lost its sense of
humour or timing during the present drought.
The Council has been concerned for some time
about the consequences of the Trent flooding
in and around Nottingham. So it commissioned
a study of the present flood defences (which
were constructed following the disastrous '
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flood of 1947).
In order to discover at what point the

defences would be breached and which areas
would be affected, an accurate model was built
by researchers. They then computed the maxi-
mum possible rainfall and the resulting maximum
possible flow of water down the Trent. The
chances of this happening tomorrow are about
one in a hundred million.

Researchers then unleashed this amount of
water (suitably scaled down) on the carefully
constructed model of Nottingham. A colour film
was made of the resulting devastation and
researchers noted which areas ended up under
water. The first breach in the defences would
be at Wilford, which would quickly find itself
under thirteen feet of water, followed by West
Bridgford under ten feet. The Meadows would
fare slightly better with only six and half feet
of water to mop up. Other areas would
succumb during the following twenty-four
hours. The experiment was repeated with
lesser flows of water.

Presumably, they now know how much rain-
fall is needed to breach the present flood
defence system, how long it would take and how
extensive the resulting flooding would be.  
They also learned that there would be a lot of
water flowing down the streets and some
people might get wet unless evacuated.

In order to co-ordinate such an evacuation,
Disaster Plans have been drawn up and local
authority departments are to conform closely
to these in the event of a flood. An Emergency
Planning Team has been set up at County Hall.
Part of their job is to go round showing the
ýlm to the various departmentsand discuss
their particular role come the flood.

(Naturally, local government employees
can't be trusted to know what to doin theè _

(continued on page 4)
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Spain llraill  
THE PROPAGANDA campaign against the 1*
poor continued this week with the ó -
"Unemployed take holidays in Spain" story.

None of the unemployed is actually in
Spain taking advantage of this "loophole"
in our social welfare legislation. No-one
has been able to suggest that anyone was
- or ever will be. What's more itó s total-
ly unlikely, because in order to be eligible
for unemployment benefit a person has to
be "available for work". And it's difficult
to be available for a job in Birmingham when
you're in Spain. Furthermore, Britain

H already has reciprocal arrangements of
this kind with many countries all over the
world - including the Common Market.

But are the Tories really arguing as a 0
matter of principle that the unemployed
shouldn't be allowed a holiday? If not, ,
what is so alarming about Spain? And if
so, are they saying that the unemployed
should be confined to some kind of house
arrest Lmtil they get themselves a new job?

Not that the taxpayer foots the bill any-
way. Unemployment benefit is a part of a
National Insurance scheme for which all
working people pay premiums (the "stamp").
Benefits are not paid to anyone who has not
paid a fair number of those premiums
(Lmlike private insurance). There is no
reason why people shouldn't claim that
benefit from anywhere in the world. To
stop them doing so would be the same as a
private insurance company insisting that
customers could only take payment on a
pension if they promised to stay in Britain.

Apparently the Tories feel that it is
unfair for people to be eligible for Nation-
al Insurance benefit if they leave the 3
cotmtry (even though claims can only be
made on their return). We eagerly await
the Daily Mail headline that a Tory MP has
denounced people living abroad who are in
receipt of dividends, salaries, overseas
allowances, retainers, tax rebates, and
royalties from Britain.

Not that anyone ever insists that these
people return to Britain to receive them.
They might become eligible for British
income tax if they did.

STOP PRESS. The National Front
rally, due to Fe held in the Market
Square on Stmday, 8th August (see
page 5) has been cancelled.
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AFTER APPEARING WEEKLY for six months,
Nottingham Voice is reverting to monthly
publication. The next issue will be on Satur-
day, October 2nd, and subsequent issues will
appear on the first Saturday of each month.

We feel that six months has been a reason-
able period in which to test the market for a
weekly radical paper in Nottingham. Sadly,
this market has proved to be limited, and we
feel that our resources could be better used
over a wider range of activities, including
printing and publishing (see advertisement on
next page).

The monthly Voice will continue to cover
most of the present topics, but obviously there
is scope for change - we should be pleased to
receive suggestions from readers (by post,
óphone, or in person).

Subscribers will continue to receivethe
Voice monthly instead of weekly Lmless they
notify us otherwise. Articles submitted but
not yet published will be transferred to the
monthly Voice.

Deadlines. Articles: ten days before pub-
lication. Letters, advertisements, notices of
events: five days. News: up to two days. i
(Footnote. Readers who have raced ahead or
read the paper backwards will have noticed
that there are three front covers in this
edition, not all of them on the front page.
These are our comment on what it might have
taken to attract readers to the weekly Voice.)

(DON'T PANIC! continued)
event of a real disaster. Some people might
be confused as to who they should take their
orders from, and therefore might be in an
extraordinary, excitable and dangerous state -
particularly if they attempted to act on their
own.

The Police would, of course, retain over-
all control - but it is understood that the
Social Services Department would be expected
to run Reception Centres for those made home-
less. Schools would be converted for the
purpose, and social workers would be expect-
ed to comfort the distressed and distribute
second-hand clothing and hot soup. Let's
hope the Department remembers its instructions
and doesn't send the homeless straight down
to Mr Chapman at the Housing Department (the
normal practice).  

It is also to be hoped that they don't run
the Reception Centres in the same way as they
did the homeless hostels (they were in charge
of them until the 1974 local government reorgan-
isation) , when husbands were banned and the
women had to walk the street during the day.
Unless, of course, they have a plentiful
supply of flippers, goggles and snorkels.
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