
., .
ó.

.

: _ _' ó
ô ". '

NUMBER 5|
;~,_,

'1
r

E

 OCTOBER I976 PRICE l2p
dý ó

 Ã3
ñ$1,

..__________._.;. \

 

 COLUMN  
don't let them
out you off! Ky

PAGE 8  

HóII

smu-óE
'4

ALSO Z
All the latest gossip 0 News 0

Reviews 0 D.l.Ô cooking 0 Pubs 0 o
Crossword 0 And much more



2

l\iOTTL\'GHAM VOICE is an
independent monthly paper,
printed & published by the

ñThe Lilac Leopards are so viciously

Wýngham CÁmó*ññee- unpopular they should be disposed of
We welcome articles,letters,
news, help from interested
groups and individuals .

All correspondence should
be addressed to":-

óI\tC)i'i,ii'iQ_:hLilôii \oice
33 Mansfield Rd
Nottingham
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montthl}. issues ,
Send cheques , iòOs , etc. .
(payable to T\'ott1r1gt|nrn \ one)
to the address aboie,
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sum outstianding should the
paper cease public<'ation.
invoicing art'tuitó:emehts are
available tor li~ultè\ ortlerst
rates on request,
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(Cllr Andrew Hamilton
38 88 ò Chairman of the tjity ô

Transport Committee)

[long standing tthe word is carefully chosen) users of Nott-
mgham's very uonderful transport system will need few
reminders of the amazing efliciency with which the Tories ran
the buses last time they were in pow er. ln those good old days
of not-so-long-ago 119617-T3, to be precise), it was not un-
common to be kept waiting for an hour or more (or all night if
it happened to be your last bus) for the simple reason that the
cityis clapped-out fleet was almost as often off the road in a
state of mechanical collapse as on it carrying passengers.
;\óaturall there was a mass migration of disillusioned passen-
gers to private cars, bicycgles or shoeleather, andtof disillus-
ioned bus crews to more sensicble occupations like drit'ing M t
ice-cream vans or issuing cloakroom tickets. '

One of the good things about the rec"entl_vó ejected Labour
council (and there might be others if yoit tfhinlszi hard enough) ~ e
w as its commitment to public transport. Where the Tories
believe that public transport is a sort of punishment for not
owning a car, the Labour group rightl_\" saw it as a positive
contribution to the quality of life - and not just for those who  
use it, but for an_vone else who hasn't en'joyed seeing Notting-
ham torn apart simply to digest ever-increasing numbers of
t;"ars,

But, of course, every Englishmanls car is his Clturchill
tank , and e\'ery Corporation bus is pa drain on the rates. T013

. - I

phiiosoph\' makes mnrh of efticiencv, but ttor some mvstic  
Conser\i'ative reason) efficiency is always defined in economic
terms. =\n efficient transport system, therefore, is not one
which promotes maximum ziccessibilitv for its users, but one ,
whityh dosh 't lose money.

ñBreak even by 1979" is the current objective, which
means old buses will not be replaced, services will be "r*ation-
alised" (i.e. cut), and, of course (play it again, Sam), fares
will be increased. Also, if you happen to be fond of actual
music, as opposed to the homogenised bowel noises of "Souttds
in Motion", it means aural pollution,

Still, as you while away the hours by the popular yellow
sign, having arranged your estimated time of arri\*al to the
nearest hotn", warm bxkottrselt with the thought that when the
bus finatix arrtic\*es, at least it will be a wheezing, coughing,
spluttering, dtiaughty, dirty, clapped-out, and above all
<3-CC>l"lOl'I1.iCL)i old heap ot jilllix', rather than a nasty, sleek, w arm

L
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Alternative SBC
report  
WHEN DAVID DONNISON, Chairman of the
Supplementary Benefits Commission, came to
present his Annual Report to a social workersó
conference in Nottingham last week he had to
face representatives from the People's Centre
who had distributed copies of their own version
of the SBC Annual Report, "The Truthñ. C

David Donnison said that the SBC was not
there to promote the welfare of claimants - all
it had to do was make up their income to pre-
scribed levels. And he said the SBC employed
50% of pass staff to distribute 13% of the
DHSS money. It costs Ã1 for every Ã7.50
distributed . L

 He said social workers should take the
trouble to learn the SBC rules. It was pointed
out to him that these rules are covered by the
Official Secrets Act. He said they could not
publishthe rules because they were too compli-
cated to understand. A

The Peopleó s Centre version congratulated
the SBC on maintaining 1% million unemployed
and 1% million pensioners at below the Euro-
pean poverty level minimum, achieved by a
smokescreen of "Frauds on DHSSñ and ñSwin-
dles by unscrupulous claimants", and urged
Kenneth Clarke, MP for Rushcliffe, to keep the
smokescreen upþ
 

 

Tenants
Association
reformed
THE NOTTINGHAM and District Federation of
Tenants and Residents Associations was
reformed on 20th September at the Internation-
al Community Centre on Mansfield Road. John
Peck is acting as Secretary. Common issues
to be fought together include the perennial
problem of rising rents together with the
tenantsó responsibility for a wider range of
repairs. As well as co-ordinated local
activity, it is hoped to raise the scale of
activity to a national level.

Voice readers may remember the saga of
the Kendale Road complex of flats which was
depicted in cartoon form (see Voice N0. 46).
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A Tenants Association was formed at the end
of August and a march to the Housing Depart-
ment on King Street followed on 3rd Septem-
ber. A petition protesting about the condi-
tions at the flats was handed over to Mr
Campbell-Lee, the Housing Department Direct-
or. One outcome of this was a visit to the
flats by the Housing Committee who had probab-
ly forgotten what the place actually looked like.
Some new safety measures have been promised
(e.g. anti-climbing devices on the walls and
safety chains on the windows) and an Adven-
ture Playground was proposed. However, the
Council has made many promises in the past
and it is to be hoped that implementation of
these measures will not inhibit the Tenants
Associationó s long-term aim of rehousing
all tenants with children. Greater militancy
may be required if this is to have any chance
of success.

The Mapperley branch of the local Labour
Party has offered to "help" by staging a
public meeting with the Housing Department at
Morley Junior School, provisionally ýxed for
October 13th. One of the stars booked as
chairman for this event is Cllr John Carroll
who may be able to draw on his County Hotel
experience and have the place pulled down.
Let us hope, at least, that the new Tenants
Association will be strong enough to resist
any attempt by the Labour Party, however
benevolently, to take control of its campaignþ

Karnival grant
NOTTINGHAM STUDENTSó Karnival Commit-
tee is seeking applications for this year's
Karnival money. The Committee has under-
taken a complete review of how Karnival.
money is given out and has decided to ask for
applications for a new project fund.

The amount available for the new fund will
be a quarter of the total raised by Karnival.
Itis expected that it will have some Ã4,000
to Ã6,000. Applications should be for a new
project in the Nottingham area whether run by
a local organisation or by a local branch of a
national organisation. Applications should
be for a capital grant for this year only to
establish a new project and should not normal-
ly include running expenses.

However, money will still be available for
other projects as in the past. Applications
should be addressed to the Karnival Appeals
Committee, Students Union, University Park.
Application forms for ordinary applications
can also be obtained from this address.

The closing date is 31st Octoberþ



i_abour pains
WITH THE CREST of their Socialist wave
crushed by the Tory victories last May,
County Hall's rulers are thinking deeply about
the implications of a future in opposition.

Ironically, and despite their lamentable
track record, the Conservatives could well
find themselves pushed into office by next
year's county council elections. If they then
stop their internal wrangling over the leader-
ship long enough to glance across the chamber
the Labour front-runners will have changed
dramatically .

Already Resources Committee chairman
John Moore has decided not to stand next year.
He wants to return to his Post Office career
- very sensible: if you're not a well-lined or
retired Tory, life on the opposition benches
is not lucrative enough for a full time politi-
cal career, living on the insecure guarantee
of attendance allowances. _

What is more, the amiable Mr Moore has
already tasted the misery of defeat, when he
lost his seat on Newark district council in May.

Nottinghamós ñterrible twinsñ John Carroll
and Len Maynard are also not standing for
the County again. Still leader and deputy
leader of the City Labour group, though now
just a motley handful, the duo apparently don't
like the way things are run on the other side  
of the Trent: the officer domination? the highly
complex budgeting system? or the machinations
within the group which keep the intellectual
faction Dick Wilson and Michael Cowan plus
the pro-Europe lobby of Jim Cattermole and
Michael Gallagher at the helm.

Whatever it is, the ñway things are runñ
is too much for our wily, seasoned, pair.

After this year's dismal election returns,
few of the Nottingham seats can be considered
safe Labour tickets - when Clifton be-gins to
go Tory you know the foundations are shaking.

So the scramble for seats in safer past-
ures of Mansfield, Ashfield and Bassetlaw may
conceivably leave the likes of Cowan and
Wilson high and dry next spring.

Dick Wilson could presumably adjust quite
happily to opposition, devoting more time to
his former work as a translator. But what for
Cow an if he has to defend his Wollaton seat?
His reputation will go before him. And his
attitude toward Trent Polytechnic since he ó
gave up his work there, is unlikely to endear
him to most woolly-minded college principals.

Perhaps in the long term the new safe
Sherwood constituency is in his sights. Its
complexion could well prove to be Socialist
if the Boundary Commission's plans come to
fruition. It would be the Parliamentary foot-
hold he has sought for so long.

Then again, a couple of recent appearances
on ATV have helped him peddle his image of
pompous financial whizz-kiddery to a wider
audience.

Were the Whitehall mandarins watching?,

is he the man to help save the ñdrowning
poundñ for doleful Denisô? There's many a
way into a civil service niche and as financial
spokesman for Labour on the Association of
County Councils he already has access to
many Whitehall ears.

Or how about Jack Straw ós job as politi-
cal adviser to Peter Shore?

What will fate decree for the unfortunate
Frank Higgins? The affable environment
supremo has had to endure backpeddling
on the plannersó admittedly intelligent traffic
management programme. Many selfish motor-
ists may feel they have a grudge to bear
against the man who tried to sell them park
and ride and the notorious zone and collar
experiment.

Whether he was right in theory remains to
be seen - the Environment Department's after-
study on Nottinghamós pioneering traffic _
experiments should be published in the next
few months.

But the fact that he misjudged the politi-
cal temperature with such forward-thinking
proposals has proved all too sadly true.

If all this stimulates a wry smile on Tory
faces, it will be short-lived. The larger
looms the prospect of a Conservative take-over
the more intense the leadership battle will
become. New boy Herbert Bird may be an
objectionable character but his advance through
the ranks is irresistible. He has injected
more than a little vigour into council debate,
however ill-informed it may be. He has also
dominated Tory contributions on the commit-
tees on which he sits. C

And on his other side, present leader
Peter Wright still has the politico-financial
manipulation, courtesy of Michael Spungin,
with which to contend. And if all else fails
can the ñold guardñ of Anne Yates be complete-
ly discounted?

We shall see very soon. There are only
about half a dozen full council meetings to go.
And this year's Tory group elections take
place in about three weeks, timeþ
 

NAC asks for
views  
Have you ever:
QHad an abortion?
QBeen unable to get one when you needed it?
QWaited weeks for a birth control clinic
appointment?
QWorked in an abortion or birth control clinic?

If so - PLEASE contact us - the Nottingham
Group of the National Abortion Campaign - and
describe your experiences (all privacy respect-
ed). y

The National Abortion Campaign is fighting






































