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“The Lilac Leopards are so viciously

unpopular they should be disposed of

(Cllr Andrew Hamilton,

88 SOOH % pOSSibIe " Chairman of the City

Transport Committee)

[.ong standing (the word is carefully chosen) users of Nott-
ingcham's very wonderful transport system will need few
reminders of the amazing efficiency with which the Tories ran
the buses last time they were in power, In those good old days
of not-so-long-ago (1967-72, to be precise), it was not un-
common to be kept waiting for an hour or more (or all night if
it happened to be vour last bus) for the simple reason that the
city's clapped-out fleet was almost as often off the road in a
state of mechanical collapse as on it carrying passengers
Naturallyv there was a mass migration of disillusioned passen-
gers to private cars, bicvcles or shoeleather, and of dlSlllUS—
ioned bus crews to more sensible oc¢c upatlons hl«e d1 1ving.
IcCe=Ccream vans or lbbUlﬂO' cloakroom tickets,

One of the good things about the recently ejected Labour
Council (and there might be others if vou think hard enough):
was its commitment to public transport, Where the Tories
believe that public transport is a sort of punishment for not
owning a car, the lLLabour group rightly saw it as a positive
contribution to the quality of life - and not just for those who
use it, but for anvone else who hasn't enjoved seeing Notting-
ham torn apart simply to digest ever-increasing numbers of
cars,

But, of course, every Englishman's car is his Churchill
tank, «nd every Corporation bus is a drain on the rates, Tory
philosophv makes much of efficiencv, bui (for some mvstic
Conservative reason) efficiency is dlw ayvs defined in economic
terms, /An etficient transport system, therefore, 1s not one
which promotes maximum accessibility for its users, but one
which dosn't lose money,

"Break even by 1979" is the current objective, which
means old buses will not be replaced, services will be "ration-
alised" (i,e. cut), and, of course (play it again, Sam), fares
will be increased, Also, if vou happen to be fond of actual
music, as opposed to the homogenised bowel noises of "Sounds
in Motion", it means aural pollution,

Still, as you while away the hours by the popular vellow
sign, having arranged vour estimated time of arrival to the
nearest hour, warm yourself with the thought that when the
bus finall. arrives, at least it will be a wheezing, coughing,
splurtgrmh. draughtyv, dirty, clapped-out, and above all
economical old heap ot junk, rather than a nasty, sleek, warm

and.comfortable Lilac.! ;,.eopar*.d. sl
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Alternative SBC
report

WHEN DAVID DONNISON, Chairman of the
Supplementary Benefits Commission, came to
present his Annual Report to a social workers'
conference in Nottingham last week he had to
face representatives from the People's Centre
who had distributed copies of their own version
of the SBC Annual Report, "The Truth",

David Donnison said that the SBC was not
there to promote the welfare of claimants - all
it had to do was make up their income to pre-
scribed levels, And he said the SBC employed
50% of DHSS staff to distribute 13% of the
DHSS money, It costs £1 for every £7.50
distributed, |
| He said social workers should take the
trouble to learn the SBC rules, It was pointed
out to him that these rules are covered by the
Official Secrets Act, He said they could not
publish the rules because they were too compli-
cated to understand,

The People's Centre version congratulated
the SBC on maintaining 15 million unemployed
and 14 million pensioners at below the Euro-
pean poverty level minimum, achieved by a
smokescreen of "Frauds on DHSS" and "Swin-
dles by unscrupulous claimants!", and urged
Kenneth Clarke, MP for Rushcliffe, to keep the
smokescreen up@
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Tenants
Association
reformed

THE NOTTINGHAM and District Federation of
Tenants and Residents Associations was
reformed on 20th September at the Internation-

al Community Centre on Mansfield Road. John -

Peck is acting as Secretary, Common issues
to be fought together include the perennial
problem of rising rents together with the
tenants' responsibility for a wider range of
repairs, As well as co-ordinated local
activity, it is hoped to raise the scale of
activity to a national level,

Voice readers may remember the saga of
the Kendale Road complex of flats which was
depicted in cartoon form (see Voice No, 40),

A Tenants Association was formed at the end
of August and a march to the Housing Depart-
ment on King Street followed on 3rd Septem-
ber, A petition protesting about the condi-
tions at the flats was handed over to Mr
Campbell-lLee, the Housing Department Direct-
or., One outcome of this was a visit to the
flats by the Housing Committee who had probab-
ly forgotten what the place actually looked like,
Some new safety measures have been promised
(e.g. anti-climbing devices on the walls and
safety chains on the windows) and an Adven-
ture Playground was proposed, However, the
Council has made many promises in the past
and it is to be hoped that implementation of
these measures will not inhibit the Tenants
Association's long-term aim of rehousing
all tenants with children. Greater militancy
may be required if this is to have any chance
of success,

The Mapperley branch of the local Labour
Party has offered to "help" by staging a
public meeting with the Housing Department at
Morley Junior School, provisionally fixed for
October 13th, One of the stars booked as
chairman for this event is Cllr John Carroll
who may be able to draw on his County Hotel
experience and have the place pulled down,
L.et us hope, at least, that the new Tenants
Association will be strong enough to resist
any attempt by the Labour Party, however
benevolently, to take control of its campaign@

Karnival grant

NOTTINGHAM STUDENTS' Karnival Commit-
tee is seeking applications for this year's
Karnival money, The Committee has under-
taken a complete review of how Karnival.
money is given out and has decided to ask for
applications for a new project fund,

The amount available for the new fund will
be a quarter of the total raised by Karnival,
It is expected that it will have some £4,000
to £6,000, Applications should be for a new
project in the Nottingham area whether run by
a local organisation or by a local branch of a
national organisation, Applications should
be for a capital grant for this year only to
establish a new project and should not normal-
ly include running expenses,

However, money will still be available for
other projects as in the past., Applications
should be addressed to the Karnival Appeals
Committee, Students Union, University Park,
Application forms for ordinary applications
can also be obtained from this address,

The closing date is 31st October@




























































