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FACED WITH rent increases of up to Ã1.75 per Pent goes en interest
week, over 2,000 Top Valley council tenants
signed a petition to the City Council.

To some of them these rises mean that
their rent has almost doubled in the last three
and a half years.

The petition was presented
to Top Valley's Conservative

, Philip Owen , after
more than fifty angry tenants
had marched from the Forest
to Market Square. However
their cry o1~"houses for the
needy, not the greedy" is
unlikely to melt the iceberg
of Owen's heart - he voted
for the increases because
tenants had such "trappings
of affluence" as colour
television sets.

ROBBED .
At the rally which followed

the march Les Tomlinson,
chairman of the Federation
of Tenants and Residents
Associations , spoke of the
rapid growth of tenant org-
anisations. "The whole
housing programme in the
country needs revision" he
said , instancing the practice
of selling council houses
while many people were still
in dire need of decent

RATS IN
VICTORIA

canvas?

accommodation. The high
interest rates charged by
financiers meant that "not
just council tenants but also
owner occupiers are being
robbed".

SAVAGE

Following this John Peck,

payments to bankers. "That is
the big scandal" he said,

Top Valley Tenants Assoc-
iation should be congratulated
on their initiative in organ-
ising the petition and march,
he continued,and was
obviously growing in strength
and numbers."The fight must
be kept on to build a tenantsó
movement as powerful as the
trades union movement" ,he
concluded.

MISERYI
In his attitude to rents and

vice-chairman of Nottingham tenantsó living standards
Trades Council, condemned
the rent increases as

Councillor Owen is sadly
misinformed. But he is right

'savageó - the equivalent of a in saying that the Tories
cut in wages - and denounced were just "acting as agents
the fact that 65p in every Ã1 for this lamentable Labour

HOUSING

CRISIS - THE CITY MILLôS
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government" and had to
"spread the misery that the
government is imposing on
the city".

This is more than Labour
MP Bill Whitlock can under-
stand.ó He refused to accept
the petition,saying that the
tenants had only themselves
to blame because they failed
to vote in the last city
elections,

Someone should tell him
that Environment Secretary
Peter Shore has ordered ALL
councils to increase rents by
60p in the pound.

DIVIDE AND RULE
Even so the Tories are

still to blame for the fact that
they have taken this figure as
an average.This means that
while tenants in flat
complexes (who,curiously
enough,have been the most
militant group in recent
months) get no rise,tenants
at Top Valley are paying
three times the average.

To divide and rule is ña
traditional Tory tactic. , ,but
this time the tenants at Top
Valley are determined that
they're not going to get away
with it. A "
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ABORTION

DEMO
"NOT THE cnuncn, not
the State, women must decide
their fateñ - "Every child a
wanted child, every mother a
willing mother".

These were some of the
slogans heard ouside an anti-
abortion meeting in Notting-
ham last month.

About forty supporters of
the National Abortion Camp-
aign (NAC) picketted the
meeting at the Albert Hall
Institute with placards.

The meeting - "The case
against abortionñ - was
organised by the Society for
the Protection of the Unborn
Child (SPUC).

The police were called by
SPUC but left without taking
any action.

A NAC member complained
to a local representative of
the journalistsó union, the
NUJ, about a short report of
the incident in the Evening
Post. The Post completely è
ignored a NAC press state-
ment. Both the first and last
sentences of the report began
with the word "Police".
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SOCIALISTUNITY is coming
to Nottingham. Having put up
several candidates in recent
by-elections such as Lady-
wood,they are now hoping
to contest a number of seats
in the next general election
and possibly in local
elections. A

Their main concern is not
so much the number of votes
which are cast for them,but
rather to ñmake propaganda
for socialism and to put
across a programme that can
{help the workers fight back
against the present offensive
of the bosses and the Labour
government.
. "Elections" they say, "can

be used to strengthen a var-
iety of campaigns from those
against bad housing to those
for free abortion on demand"

One suggestion they are
considering is to put up a
genuine socialist against the
current Labour MP for Nott-
ingham East, wealthy .
businessman Jack Dunnett.

There is to be a public

MICE NOW ROAM THE VICTORIA CENTRE
MARKET, THE VOICE SPOKE TO MANY
TRADERS WHO CONFIRMED THAT THERE
IS A RODENT INFESTATION.

Chief Enviromental Health report this", None of the
Officer, Sidney Hill, says i local media carried the
the Victoria Centre has a * story.
"minor infestation of mice, '
but we have this under con-
trol". Traders claim that the
mice problem is extensive
and the Pest Control
Officer is present on most
days.

RATS
Porters in the loading

bay confirm this and not
only do mice regularly in-
habit the warehouse but
that rats have also been
seen. g

One market trader, in the
meat section , said that ñhe
had found mice -on the tills"
and other people had seen
rats.

Porters said that the
inner linings of refrigeration
units had been eaten away
and if the public wanted more
evidence to come early to the
market and see the mice for
themselves.
_ Why has this not been
brought to the public's
notice '? _ g '

COVER UP

The answer is that al-
though the September Public
Servicesó Committee had a
report on "rodent infestation
in the Victoria Centre
marketñ the Council.
ñrequested the press not to

POISON
Ron Coles, Assistant

Manager, of BBC Radio
Nottingham said to the Voice
that he ñfelt that the story
did not stand up". This is
clearly not true as the Voice
found ample evidence of
a large scale infestation.

In the loading areas there
is a sign which says "danger
poisoned bait laid, do not '
place any foodstuffs in front
of cagesñ.

George Howe, Chairman
of the Public Services
Committee, admitted to the
Voice that "it was rather
emotive, best not to talk
about itñ and it is clear that
the Press have Kow-towed
to Chairman Howe and the
Council keeping important
information from the public.

Senior Pest Control
Officer Parkin remains
silent on the frequency of
visits to the market on the
orders of his boss Chief
Enviromental Health Officer
Hill and would only say he
could not comment on any
"particular treatmentsñ ,

MYSTERY
What they are is a mystery

but they are obviously not
working. As one trader told
us "if the Council didn't own
this market then it would be
closed down" .

SAVE HOSPITAL
if

PLEA
A ñSAVE Highbury Hospital
Committeeñ has been formed
to fight the run down of the

meeting on Oct 20th to launch hospital which is in Bulwell.
Socialist Unity in Nottingham. The health outhorjltles Plan
The speaker will be Bob
Pennington,the Socialist gynaecology unit and abandon
Unity election agent in the a plan to increase the number ó
recent Ladywood by-election
in Birmingham. 7.30 at the
International Community
Centre,61B Mansfield Road.

to close the maternity and

of geriatric beds from 27 to
60.

The committee includes '
hospital staff and represent-

__ Iii on _ 7 L-

atives of the Bulwell Tenants
Association. No prizes for
guessing that the well known
Bulwell activist John Peck is
the chairman and publicity
officer,

They already have over
1,000 signatures on a petition
and are planning further
action including mass leaflett-
ing and a mass meeting,



the silly bit
WHAT A DRAG

I CAN'T tell you how
delighted I was when they
wrote to me in Bermuda ask-
ing me to scribble for the new
Supervoice. It was so nice to
get their postcard; I didn't
even mind paying the excess
postage.
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I see Players are contin-
uing to sell their herbal
"NSM" ciggies even though
sales are "disappointing". I
understand that only four
packets have been sold in the
entire city, and two of those
were shifted by an enterpris-
ing salesman at Bob Martin's
who convinced a lady they
would make good sedatives
for her hamster.

Personally I think Players
would be better off selling
their stock out to Tampax
Ltd, who could probably
market them more success-
fully as Virginia Tampons.

And speaking of novelty
flavours, the same J Players
say, intriguingly, that they
will n+ot be launching straw-
berry, banana or-whisky
flavoured cigarettes.

But the writing is on the
wall as such gourmet gaspers
are already available abroad.

i We have just about got used
to potato crisps dressed as
main course: Smoky Bacon;
Toad in the Hole; Otter and
Sweetbreads etc.

Now we are faced -with the
prospect of lighting up our
puddings.

Before long, the traditional
Nottingham Voice working
lunch (bag of crisps; 10 fags)
could soon present itself as
Roast Beef, Yorkshire Pud,
Spuds and Sprouts (that's the
new crisp flavour) followed
by a passion fruit and nine
whiskies.

In fact it's already happ-
ened in some of the posher
pubs, where the lager and the
scampi are now indistinguish-
able. And both served under
pressure into baskets, being;
consumed, so they tell me;;_;"by
other baskets under 'eq~U51?"'?i
pressure. . 5
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"THE CURSE OF PAPA DOCH"

The story so far:
PAPA DOCH, having run off
with Doris and deserted Mufc,

his prodigal protege, has fled
wrathfully to Norway, to
manage a darts team on an oil
rig. Meanwhile Big Don,
tiring of diplomacy, shunts
off to the East, bribing Sheik
Yermoney with a bag of potat-
oes and a season ticket to
view the Magic Forest, home
of Kluf.

Papa Doch hears of this
and points the bone at Mufc
from afar, uttering cabalistic
curses: "Dóye think ma heed
buttons at the back, Jimmy,
tha noo?" Mufc finds himself
banned from Urup and Ufacup.
The curse of Papa Doch
strikes again .
NEXT EPISODE: Papa Doch
hits Derby as Big Don hits
Abu Dabi. Kluf breaks wind.

P J GROBWORTH

SILLY
TORY

TOM WAI JTON of Top Valley
Tenants and Residents
Association tells us that he'
asked Tory City Councillor N
Eunice Timson whether it
was the policy of Conser-
vatives to raise rents so
that people will have to -
break the pay policy to
make ends meet.

She said she didn't under-
stand the question.

TORIES
AGAIN

THERE HAVE BEEN de-
lays in getting back gardens
of disabled and elderly
council tenants attended to.

This is because before
any work can be done a
work measurement expert
has to go and assess the
work . Itis not long sinceó M
the work measurement i
people had to reassess the
gardensó"a,ôf.ter the Tories
said thatjtoijly front gardens
would be done. I

Now the Tories say back
gardens can be done but
they will have to reassess
the whole job again.
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iii VANDALOUTS
WHO ARE the real vandals in
West Bridgfordô? The answer
is - council workers!

Rushcliffe Borough Council
is mounting an exhibition of
vandalised items at the
moment. But half of them
were smashed up on cotmcil
orders! i

Prize specimens of
genuine vandalism had been
collected for weeks for the
exhibition. But some tidy
person went and threw them

out. So a directive went
out to find items like old
toilets which had been re-
placed - and vandalise them.
These are being passed off
as "the real thing".

Now there is a -rumour
that a flower bed in the
Central Park is to be
officially trampled on and
presented to the gullible
public as yet another
example of how standards
in our society are falling.

GAY TORY NOT QUEER?

TORY County Council leader
Peter Wright has accused the
local branch of the Campaign
for Homosexual Equality of
impertinence.

They had sent him a letter
asking for a meeting to
discuss the policy of the
council to gay people in such
areas as employment.

Wright answered "I must
say that I considered it an
impertinence for you to send
a letter as you did. I have

always regarded homo-
sexuality as one form of per-
version and I very much
regret the progress on per-
missive lines that has taken
place during the last few
years".

He went on to say "I also
take exception to the use .0f
the word ógayó , From time to
time I feel that I am gay, but
at no time queer. I have
reason to believe that public
opinion is on my side".

I
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BAD HOUSING CONDITIONS in Nottingham
are getting worse. The waiting list has nearly P
doubled in the last year from 5,000 to 9,000
and there are still over 4,000 families to be
rehoused from clearance areas.

In April the Tory city council cut 4,000
houses from their building programme. And
they are trying to sell off 4,500 council
houses over the next four years in addition to
1 , 000 already sold.

The private sector will only build 2,000
dwellings in the next four years - less than
the number of unfit private dwellings to be
cleared. Most of the houses to be cleared
are rented but most of those to be built will
be for sale .1

The policy is good news for people with
money to buy their houses. And very bad
news for the majority who can only afford t0
rent.

SALES of large numbers of

SALE OIó TI-IE CENTURY
houses. This is only true in

council houses are continuing. the short term. A recent
1468 houses were sold by the report by Nottingham Housing
end of September, 762 of them Action Group - "The Case
to sitting tenants. Nearly
2,000 more are in the pipe-_ that after only five years they

Against the Councilñ - shows

line. s start to lose. This report .
The Tories hope to sell will be presented to the Dist-

over 5,000 cotmcil houses by rict Auditor - the person who
1981, Only Hb0t1t half Of them checks the council's accounts.
to sitting tenants. Many new
houses are being sold at
Ã5,000 less than it cost to houses empty awaiting sale on
build them.

The Tories claim they are
making money by selling

SAVAGE CUTS were made in
the council building prog-
Pamme by the TÁ1"ieS in April. which already had government
They cut 3,700 houses which

There were 1,435 council

23rd September according to
Housing chairman Charles
Borrett.

NEW I HOUSES SLIISI-IED
Labour leader John Carroll
this included 718 houses

approval . .
would have been built over the The Tepiee have been
next five years.

Only 90 will be started this
year according to figures
given to the last Policy and
Resources Committee. Comp-
letions will fall from 2,200
this year to 330 in two years
time. ~

The 3,700 cut will be re-
placed by 1629 houses priv-
ately built for sale. Many of
these houses would have been
built anyway perhaps on sites
outside the city.

Because of the change in
policy hundreds of houses
were deferred. According to

claiming that Housing Assoc-
iations will fill the gap in
rented accommodation. But the
Tories can not increase the
number of houses which the
Associations can build.

The cotmcil only intends to
lend enough to Associations
for them to complete 915
houses in the next five years.
They would have lent this A
amount anyway. In the last
two years of the Labour
council Housing Associations
completed 371 houses on
money borrowed from the
council.

CLEARANCE would be inc-
reased by 1,032 families this
year promised Tory leader
Jack Green in May. This can
not be done because there are
not enough houses available.

The promise was quietly
dropped at the July Policy
and Resources Committee. A
report on bringing forward
the clearance programme
carefully avoided giving any
numbers.

This will cause serious
problems in 1979 because
there could be a backlog of
1,000 clearance families and
only 330 new council houses
to be completed in 1979/so.

The massive sale of council
houses, especially relets,
has caused severe hardship
for many people in clearance
areas who have been left for
many months surrounded by
tinned-up houses and all the
rubbish, rats and vandalism
which this attracts.

So much pressure built up
against the council, mainly in

TORIES

the Radford area, that 359
new houses in the area will
now be made available for
rent without being offered for
sale first. '

The Voice predicted in
June that the Tories would
have to give higher priority
to clearance and a lower pri-
ority to sales. But they will
have to climb down a lot more
than this if they are to give
clearance families a reason-
able choice.

In particular, more
relets will have to be made
available.

So desperate are the
Tories to rehouse people
quickly that they have been
sending out lists of the flats
they can't get rid of to
people in clearance areas.
And because this is all that
is offered many people have
been taking them instead of
waiting for three reasonable
offers which they used to get
under the last Labour council.

onus:
I-IOIVIELESSNESS

9,192 PEOPLE were on the
waiting list at the end of Sep-
tember, nearly double the
figure of 5,001 a year ago.

Because of the lack of
houses hardly anyone has
been housed off the list in the
last few months. There have
also been very few transfers.

This is because clearance
families get priority for the
new houses which are not
sold and there are hardly any
left for anyone else.

There is supposed to be a
policy of transferring famil-
ies with young children out of
high-rise flats. We do not
know of any who have made it
recently. But many such fam-
ilies are still being moved in!

There was a well-A
publicised case recently of an
ex-soldier who had been on
the armed forces list for
eleven years. Normally he

would have got a house within
a few days but because there
were no houses he and his
family were made homeless
and had to go into hostel acc-
ommodation.

The Tory policy will make
many more homeless in the
next few years.

For the homeless, only
three houses in a month were
made available recently
while there were 35 homeless
families registered. This was
revealed by Labour councill-
or Ben Allsop at the last City
Cotmcil meeting.

To keep this htunber of
families homeless in hostels
or boarding houses costs the
council over Ã50,000 a year
according to figures given by
Housing chairman Charles
Borrett. He admitted each
homeless family cost Ã30 to
Ã40, a week.


















