
No 75 - Mar 78 NOTTINGHAM'S ALTERNATIVE NEWSPAPER - 10p

*1

.4

 E mi\\\

age z

BUS PRQTEST suór'roN E óTEACHERS    Plays, Books,
GROWS

PAGE 3

FARES UP 50%
PAGE 5

CENTRE FIGHT CUTS Films. Folk.

INQUIRY P PAGE '7 Exhibitions
PAGE H AND UNION NEWS PAGES 12-1h

 

óTô



FULL IN UIRY INTO HEALTH AND SAFETY AT RALEIGH RECOMMENDED
.

working conditions at Raleigh
CAUSTIC SODA, sulphuric acid, chromic
acid, cyanide. These are all chemicals
used in open vats in Raleigh's Main-
plate Factory One - where wheel rims
and other items are

This information is
contained in a report by
Nottingham Workshop, a
local information unit
for trade unionists. The
hazards are described by
a journalist who worked
at the plant last summer
He thought there was
cause for concern and
approached the Workshop.

The workshop has
passed the report on to
the Raleigh Shop Stew-
ards Committee which is
looking at what further
action may be necessary.

A The main recommendat-
ion is that a more thor-
'ough study is needed.

NOISE

The company reacted
predictably. "It's out
of date", they said.
This referred to tests
on noise done by the
City Environmental
Health Department in
the Salisbury Street
area in 1975. Asia
result of those tests
they said no houses
should be put up in the,
area next to the factory
when the present houses
are cleared.

The report also _
quotes from "The Lonelin-

NOTTINGHAM VOICE is prin-
ted.and published at 33
Mansfield Road, Nottingr
ham (#11676). A

Please contact us
with any information you
would like to see in the
next issue. This will be
out around the 10th of
next month.

DEADLINE for the next
issue is the last day of
this month.

Voice Editors are to
be found in the lounge
bar of.the Peacock Hotel
Mansfield Road on Wednes-
days from 1pm to 2pm.
Readers are invited to
join us.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: Ã2 for 12
issues including postage
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SHARP-EYED Voice readers
will have noticed that
the type is different in
this issue. This is due
to the fact that our
normal typewriter was A

taken-away. It should be
back in time for the

chromium plated.
ess of the Long Distance
Runner" by Alan Sillitoe
who used to live just by
Raleigh. He described)
óthe noise from Raleigh
as "killing".

The rest of the rep-
ort id up to date. It
describes how components
are put on Jigs which
are dipped in and out of
a series of vats by
hydraulic lifts.

' HEAVY BAGS
One vat contains caus-

tic soda. This is topped
up with heavy bags of
caustic soda powder
which the workers have
to drag up to the rim of
the vat. They rip open
the bags with a knife
and pour the powder in.
If the powder comes into
contact with moist flesh
- eyes, mouth, sweaty,
feet - it burns. The 3
only'protective clothing
is a long rubber apron,
rubber gloves, a flimsy
mask and goggles. But,
says the report, it's
uncomfortable to wear
and sweaty and there's
no rigid enforcement of
wearing it. A

, There is an extractor
fan which is supposed to
be on when the caustic
soda is being topped up.
Unfortunately, says the
report, that sprays it
all over Lenton and when
the powder is added the
workers are not told to
use the extractors.

Another vat contains
sulphuric acid. This is
topped up from a small
tanker which, says the
report, is rotting away
from acid burns. This
tanker has to be pulled

RADIO TRENT took a hamm-
ering at a meeting on
March 1st organised by
the Independent Broad-
casting Authority to
find out what people
think about Trent.

Attacks came from
West Indians, Sikhs,
Raleigh strikers, Wom-
en's Liberation, the loc-
al Council of Churches,
Liberal candidates, Rate-

STOP PRESS ð Education Minister Shirle
tm*nil1am1hm1tÁbe Williams has confirmed our report on_ph

that the Inspectorsó report on Sutton

around by hand in spite
of its considerable
weight. The report says
that when the pump is
switched off it some-
times syphons acid out
of the vat onto the
floor. e

~ ITUPHDS
1It says the workers

are directly in line
with fumes from both the
caustic soda and the
chromic acid "and both
can affect your chest
very badly". A

And some workers are
so keen to keep the .
plant going, it says,
that if a jig has fouled
up they are willing to
clamber over the open
vats.without safety
clothing (a practice not
supported by the manage-
ment). A

The report contains a
section on the dangers J
of stress - which can be
caused by many things
including shiftworking
and the need for contin-
uous concentration. The
mainplate plant is descr
ibed as "boring, physic-
ally demanding and w9r8t
of all fast".

In one court case in
America an employer was
held responsible after a
man working on a car
production line had dev-
eloped paranoid schizo-
phrenia.

NIHSEX3
Raleigh's Safety Off-

icer, Mr Smith, spoke to
the Voice. He told us
that nurses go into the
plating departments
twice a week to check
exposed parts of the
body - looking particul-
arly for chrome ulcerat-
ion. But he said there
were no regular checks
by doctors and no checks
for stress.

He claimed that the

payers, local record
shops, Age Concern, the
Genuine Rock and Roll A
Society, students and a
Daily Mirror journalist
to name but a few.

One woman, who
claimed to be serious,
said she liked the stat-
ion. _ -

We will have a fuller
report in the next issue.

next issue. - , Will back 131716 SChO0l. W
-2-
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workers "aren't surround-
ed by dangerous chemic-
als" saying that the
chemicals were 100 feet
away from where they
worked. This contradicts
evidence from people who
work in the plant who
seem to think that they
work just a few feet
away from several danger-
ous chemicals. A

On another charge
that workers eat their
meals in an open-topped
"cabin" in the plating
shop Mr Smith said this
was against company
rules and also against
the law. They had time
to get to the canteen he
said.

On the question of '
the high turnover of
labour - meaning that
many workers in the
plant are inexperienced
- he said "some people
have difficulty in accep-
ting training to the
standard required".

Perhaps the most int-
eresting thing about the
report is that it was
only briefly mentioned
on Radio Nottingham and
Radio Trent. The Evening
Post totally ignored it.

The Workshop is now
following up the report
by looking into pollut+
ion in the surrounding
areas

FUTURE EVENTS - Notting-
ham Voice will give det-
ails of all events of
which we vaguely approve.
Deadline for April issue:
31st March. '

* "Alexandra Kollontaiý
(the only woman member
of the Bolshevik Central
Committee) - Beverley
Jackson (Socialist Disc-
ussion), Tue Mar 14, 8pm,
Roebuck, Mansfield Rd.
* Anti-National Front
meeting, Sat Mar11, 1.30,
Leicester Town Hall.
* Meeting to form a
Claimants Union, Wed 15
Mar, 7.30, St Mary's
House, Raleigh Street.
* Politics of the Nation-
al Front - Dave Edgar
_(Socialist Challenge
meeting), Thurs Mar 16,
7.30, International
Community Centre, 61B
Mansfield Road.
* Meeting to form Anti-
Nazi League branch,
Sun Mar 19, 2pm, Inter-
national Community
Centre.
*óTrade Unions and the
Media - George Christ-
opher (Socialist Disc-
ussion), Tue Mar 28.
% Santiago Carillo and
Eurocommunism (Socialist
Discussion) - Mike Rook,
Tue Apr 11.
* Anti-Nuclear demo in
London, Sat Apr 29 (re-
arranged). Details: I
51h05(day), 603120 (even-
ing).



"ALL LEGITIMATE MEANS"
will be used to prevent
the closure of Bilbor-
ough bus depot we were
told by bus union branch
secretary Harry Ball.

The depot is to be
closed by the Tories in
an_economy measure along
with cuts of 80 buses
and 150 staff and large
fare increases. They
intend to turn it into a
depot for the Housing
Department's direct
works department.

Harry is organising a
public meeting to get
groups together to opp-
ose the Tories' run-down
of the buses. He has
sent a letter out to a
large number of organis-
ations asking if they
will support a meeting.

As soon as he gets
the replies a meeting

NOSNMOLSIAVHL=OLOHd
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will be fixed. Anyone kó Bilborough bus depot - threatened with closure
interested should

ót immediatel to-wri e y .
Harry Ball, 67 Mona.Road,
West Bridgford.

Harry said they warn-
ed the public over a
year ago that the Tory
policy would mean fare
increases. Some people

\

n

BUS PROTEST GROWS
had faced 90% increases, and 43% last August. 1ÁC-
he said. al organisations_got to-

The closure of Bilbor- sether to fight the incr-
ough had been set for eases. The Traffic Comm-
the end of March, But issioners, who have the
this has been put back, final $3? On fares, told
one reason being the re- the C0uHCi1 theY Could
cent fire at the_Parlia- only put fares up by 12%
ment Street depot. in August and 12% in Feb-

Support for the bus- ruary - a partial vict-
workers has come from ory. The Tories appealed
all three Nottingham MPs. - and lost. They were_

criticised for cutting
their support for buses

. -In Leeds, where TRICK
Tories tried to put
fares up by between 20% NÁttingh3m,TÁTie5 ýr?

OPPOSITION to the prop- bakeries. It is a major
osed takeover of Ship- supplier to Marks and
stone's Brewery has been. óSpencer. In 1972 it tooke
organised by the local
Campaign for Real Ale.
They have taken a petit-
ion round as many Ship-
stone's houses as they
could saying "the high
standard and reasonable
prices of the product
can only be maintained
by the retention of the
current independence of
the company". u

Shippo's may not be
popular with all Nott-
ingham drinkers. But it
is virtually all "real
ale" - traditionally
brewed,.not filtered or
pasteurised, and not
served up with carbon
dioxide like most modern
(apologies for beer. And,
like Home and Kimberley,
it is a lot cheaper than
national beers.

The takeover bid has
come from Northern Foods

Qver.the Hull Brewery,
now called North Country
Breweries. 5 ó

Since 1970 Northern
Foods has taken over a
total of ten companies,
the latest being Fox's
Biscuits. Just over half
of Northern's shares
have been created to buy
out these companies.

Northern Foods employ-
ed 12,800 people in the
year to September 1977
and paid an average of
Ã2,500 to each. It made
a net profit of Ã18 mill-
ion before tax - Ã1h00'
for each worker. The
latest report said prof-
its in brewing were up
in spite of industrial
relations problems.

' EXPLOITED

Ltd, a Hull company with But if you think
interests in dairies and Nbrthern Foods! workers

-3-

trying the same trick -
both the County Council
and the City Council are
to blame. If they had. '
allowed the rates to
rise 10% in line with
inflatiop they would
have had no trouble in '
maintaining bus services.
The County Council
hasn't even asked the S
government for money
which is available for
public transport.

óAnd, of course, it is
the poorer people who
can't afford to travel '
by car who get hammered.

are exploited, a look at
Shipstone's figures .
shows that its workers
are much worse off. In
1976 Shipstone employed.
1h0O workers and paid A
them an average of Ã1h0O
- less than Ã30-a week.

ó.

Profit before tax was
Ã1.8 million - Ã1300 for
each worker. So the aver-
age Shipstone worker was
paid only half of what
he or she earned.

A CAMRA member who
recently lived in Hull
told us about the Hull
Brewery.

_ He said that the'beer
was properly brewed. But"
recently the brewery has
gone over to bulk deliv-
ery from tankers - just
like Northern Dairies
delivers milk. Hand-
pumps are being taken
out of the pubs and re-
placed by electric
pumps. And the beer is
efficiently filtered so
it cannot be described
as real ale. The price

_ .

They soon won't be
able to travel by bus
either.

APOLOGIES to all pubs
selling Home Ales with
handpumps. In the last
issue of.Nottingham '
Voice we said that the
Newmarket sold the
world's only hand-
pumped Home Ales. This
is not true (unless
your world stops at the
city boundary). Many
pubs outside the city
sell Home Ales on hand-
pump. Sorry}? '

was higher than the
Nottingham breweries_
charge but lower than
the~national breweries.

He said Northern
Foods had been after
other breweries in the
Midlands, the North West
and East Anglia. It
seems as if it wants to ~
build up an empire to
challenge the big brew-
eries. '

But it looks as if
the bid for Shipstone
will not go through. One
of the Shipstone family
said on radio recently
óthat he thought Ship-
stone would be's0ld soon,
but for a higher price. n

Shipstone shareholders
stand to make a killing.
Their shares on the
stock market are only P
worth a total of Ã7%m. '
The Northern Foods offer
wohld give them Ã13m - a
profit ofZÃ5%m for sign-
ing a piece of paper.

Not a bad deal you
would have thought.



SUTTON CENTRE school has been knockedè eIóeÔ1ÁÁ-ó3- when it was
discovered the Head wasaround by the Tories in the last few told to sack him and did

months. But it should all backfire on Sm ' _ '
the Tories in the near future. A * The)ô Cleimeda '=ÁaÁ'1Á1ñ

, driving the school busSchool Inspectors .report.is_ expected did_n,t have a PSV
on 31st March and it is likely to come licence, In feet you
out in support of the _schQQl. don't need a PSV licence

Sutton Centre has
been described as the
most advanced example in
Britain of a "community
school". It claims to 1
have abolished detention,
lines and the cane.
Attendance is good and
the Head has never had
to suspend a pupil. A
recent Probation report
remarked on how little
vandalism there is in
the school compared to
_other schools.

It is situated in
Sutton town centre and
linked with a sports
centre complex used by
the whole community.

HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL

It is highly success-
ful. But it is nothing
like the Tory picture of
what schools are like -
teachers smashing the
kids and the kids smash-
ing the school. So it is
no surprise that the
Tories tried to have a
go at it. One of their
main complaints is that
'0' levels have been
completely replaced by
CSEs set in the school.

The witch hunt start-
ed when a few parents

NOTTINGHAM AREAS PROJECT,
a community work project
in the city, is being
leant on by the County
Social Services Committ-
ee._

Councillors have

to drive a school bus.
complaingd about 3 lessñ All drivers were proper-
on on swearing (the ly qualified.
lesson was aimed to show * They claimed children
why people swear, when
and who to)ô They dragg' were victimised by teach-ed up a few other comp-
laints and went straight
to the County Chief
Executive Ray O'Brien
who has since left. 0'

of complaining parents _

ers. In fact the oppos-
ite was true. Although
some of the children
were a nuisance teachers
were reluctant to take

byðp8.SSed the Head, action themó

the Governors, the Dir-
ector of Education and
the Education Committee
and tried to set up an
inquiry.

. IIJJEGAHQ

But he ran into
trouble with the NUT, A
the union which repres-
ents two thirds of the
teachers at Sutton. They
told O'Brien that his
inquiry would be illegal
- only trained inspect-
ors can look into educ-
ation in schools. '

O'Brien and the
Tories backed down. They
had to call in the gov-
ernment's School Inspec-
tors to give a report.

But, like the fools
that they are, they dec-
ided to go ahead with an
"Independent Project
Group" composed of local
worthies. It could not
look into education
matters. All it could do
was look into a few
trivial attempts to
smear the school.

A NEVER TOLD

Other charges includ-
ed a claim that some
children had spent a
whole week listening to
Elvis Presley tapes and
'other children had been
seen outside school
drinking from a whisky
bottle.  

'1 STHIPIIJ
We hear that at the

hearing the parents mak-
ing these complaints
were made to look quite
stupid after these path-
etic attempts to drag
the school through the
mud. A report will be
sent to the County Coun-
cil. But it is likely to
be buried as it will be
an embarrassment to the
Tories.

The report from the
official Inspectors will
be much more valuable.
Their visit to the
school was welcomed by
the NUT.

Now another row is
blowing up over the
school. This is because
a new Head has been app-
ointed without the job
being advertised.

decided ec withold three- A This followed the
quaftersfbf their Ian GBSPQTè NUT reP- announcement of the pre-
Ãh0,000%gment for next A resentative at the - vious Head, Stewart W11-
year pending discussions. school, told us that the sen, that he was to move
Most of the money comes NUT had refused to have to open e Similar eeneel
from the government anything to do with the in Edinbnrgh_ He had
under an Urban Aid s1"en1=- G1"e11P- He Said teeehere been at Sutton since it

One reson could be in the school had never started and he took two
that they are reviewing been told what the all- of Suttonas Heads of
community werk- Another eúetiÁ"'S "ÁIóe- But manY Department with him to
reason could be that a
number
papers
Centre

are produced at
118 which is part

of the project. Not all
of them are entirely in
favour of current'Tory

have become common know-
of community news- ledge:

* The parents claimed
the Head had sent his
daughter to another
school to do '0' levels.
In fact she has passed

1- P CSEs. She had to go outpo icy

Iô

ADULT LITERACY inóthe
County has been saved.
The CÁuntY Education the school has only been

of the school to do one
'A' level because the
sixth form at Sutton is
not yet established -

Policy sub-committee dec- going five years,
ided to take over payment * They eleimed e eere_
for the scheme when gov-
ernment money runs out
in April.

As reported in the
last Voice there was a
3u8ge5tiÁn that the Ashfield District Counci
Scheme might be Âut- had not checked his ref-

taker at the school had
a record of minor sex
offences. This was true
but this was not known

ówhen he was appointed -

his new school.
Instead of advertis-

ing the job Director of
Education James Stone
went to the Governors
and got them to agree to
appoint Tom King who was
Head of Claremont school
in Nottingham. King is
not noted either as a
progressive or a react-
ionary. But he is known

TELEVISION FOR SALE. 12"
black & white, portable,
mains/batt, de-luxe _
Fersueen. Ã80 shop price
for ÃhO. Owner unable to
afford licence. Fred
1n1676._ e -ó '

_h_

be close to Stone. .
He is well thought of

by teachers in the area
so there is no personal
feeling against him.

IHIIIHHZY IJNHISIDAI.
It is highly unusual

for Heads to be appoint-
ed without advertising.
The only exceptions loc-
ally have been where
Heads had to be found
Jobs following compre-
hensivepreorganisation.

Why did Stone do it?
Two reasons have been
suggested - 1)to stop
the Tories forcing a
reactionary Head on the
school, or 2)to prevent
the Governors appointing
a really progressive
Head. A

A more likely explan-
ation is that Stone got
his man in and stuck two
fingers up at the Tory
politicians who are
causing him a lot of
trouble these days.

The matter may be
raised at an NUT meeting
on March 18th. Some
teachers want an inquiry
into how Stone could get
away with not advertis-
ing the job.

t9

BASFORD FLATS is to get
its very own housing man-
ager. Room has been
found for an office in
the flats and shortly an
officer will be present
in the mornings. 1

It remains to be seen
whether this will get
repairs done any more
quickly.

The main reason for
this move by the countil
is probably to keep the,
natives quiet.

The Tenants Action
Group has been very act-
ive and has caused some
embarrassment to officers
and politicians. The new
housing manager could be
an attempt to get tenants
to by-pass the action
group and reduce its
strength.

PARK BRANCH of the local
Labour party has decided
to affiliate to the Lab-
our Campaign for Gay
Rights.

This follows attempts
by County Labour leader
Michael Gallagher to
prevent the local Camp-
aign for Homosexual Equ-
ality running a teleph-
one advice service in,
the Council for Volunt-
ary Service premises on
Mansfield Road.

When the Voice expos-
ed the activities of
Gallagher and his friends
he threatened us with
legal action. We are
still waiting to hear
from Gallagher concern-
ing this.






















