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"WHAT JOBS for the boys?"
is a report on unemployment
in Nottingham's inner city.

It was commissioned by the
All Saints Residents Assoc-
iation in the Raleigh Street
Area - where unemployment
is as high as 30-40% with
young blacks suffering partic-
ularly badly.

The report quotes from
official figures and reports.
It makes it quite clear that
local authorities and central
government are doing hardly
anything to help the unemploy-
ed, In fact they are making
things a lot worse - particul-
arly the City's housing cuts
which could mean 2,000 more
jobs lost when there are
already 26 unemployed
building workers for every
vacancy.

One conclusion is that
extra subsidies to private
industry can't solve the
problem, What is needed is
much more public spending at
all levels,

Reversing the cuts in house
building and bus services is
one obvious suggestion to
provide hundreds more jobs -
especially for manual workers
who are 80% of Nottingham's'
jobless men (one serious
weakness of the report is
that it doesn't look at the
problems of jobless women),

MANUAL JOBS LOST

Thousands of jobs - mostly
manual jobs - have been lost
in the city in manufacturing
industries, mainly in the
inner city. Much of this loss
has been offset by a big
increase in white collar jobs.,
But that is no use to areas
like Raleigh Street, says
the report, since three-
quarters of the people are
manual workers,

For this reason it criticises
the County Structure Plan for
wanting to bring more offices
to the city centre, That will
increase the number of white
collar workers needed but it
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REPORT ON UNEMPLOYMENT

SHOWS HOW INNER CITY SUFFERS

What jobs for the

boys and girls of

won't do anything for the
people of Raleigh Street.

The most obvious cause for
concern, says the report, is
the tremendous increase in
the number of men in the city
out of work for over a year -
a jump from 1,061 in July
1975 to 1,845 in July 1977.
That meant 30% of unemployed
men in the city had been out of
work for over a year,

This had a major impact on
the young unemployed., In the
16=24 age group the number
out of a job for over a year
leapt from 61 in 1975 to 243
in 1977.

HIGHLY CRITICAL

The report is highly critic-
al of the government's short
term job creation schemes for
the young. When goung people
leave these schemes they often
have nowhere else to go., So,
while this has cut short term
unemployment for the young,
long term unemployment has
got much worse, And there
are hardly any government
schemes for the 25-54 age
group where long term unem-
ployment is just as bad for
men who are likely to be the

primary breadwinners,

There are real grounds for
concern, says the report,
about the prospects of young
men with a history of unem-
ployment who move into the
25-54 age bracket where
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Raleigh Street?

there is little or no state
provision,

13,000 JOBS NEEDED

At least 13,000 extra jobs
are needed in the city by 1981
- just to reduce unemployment
from 6% to 3%, But there is
little sign of any programme
likely to meet such a target,
says the report.

It could find no clear
assessment of job needs in the
city undertaken by the City
Council and no study of
measures which could be
taken to meet these needs.

‘The County Council, it
says, has been mainly
concerned about the loss of
jobs in mining areas.

Efforts made by the City
and County Councils to bring

jobs to the area are shown to

be small scale, piecemeal,
underfinanced and in some
cases wrongly directed.

And the report complains
of conflicting policies at
government level, The Dep-
artment of the Environment
stresses the need for regen-
erating inner city areas.
While the Department of Ind-
ustry is encouraging firms to
move away from the city to
"Intermediate Areas" picked
out for development aid,

What help is given by the
government to inner cities
is chicken feed, it says. So
far £1m has been given for
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industrial development in
Nottingham but this has to be
compared to cuts of £33m
made in the City Council's
budget last year,

MECHANISATION

A number of reasons are
given for loss of jobs in the
city., One is that clearance
has put many small firms out
of business, Two others are
economic decline and increas-
ing mechanisation,

And economic recovery
could put more people out of
work, says the report,
because that would mean more
mechanisation, It concludes
that incentives to-business
are unlikely to produce more
jobs.

Only a massive increase in
resources to the inner city
will ease the situation, it
says. One of its conclusions
is that a labour intensive
programme of public service
work is needed.

It also suggests that comm-
unity groups should press to
get involved in discussing
policies for the inner city.

The report was written by
a team of social work students
at the university together
with a community worker
working in the Raleigh Street
Area,

It makes depressing
reading., As it says, the
people of inner city areas like
Raleigh Street have suffered,
are suffering and will continue
to suffer, |

The All Saints Residents
Association will be consider-
ing what action to take on the
report,

Copies of the report can be
obtained from:
Colin Savage, 5 Burns St;
Alan Simpson, 118 Mansfield
Rd; »
Dave Ward, Applied Social
Studies Department, Notting-
ham University.
The report is free but send
12p for postage.
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NEW EXTRACTION SYSTE ER WORKSHOP REPORT C .
M INSTALLED AFTER W UtS in BUS

Health hazards at Raleigh

WITHIN DAYS of Nottmgham Workshop's report
on health hazards at Raleigh being published
work was being done by Raleigh management o

put some things right.
As reported in the Voice in
March the Workshop pointed to
hazards in Raleigh's Main-
‘plate Factory 1 which
«hromium plates items like
wheel rims for the rest of
the factory,

DANGEROUS

One of the causes for
concern was all the open vats
containing highly dangerous
chemicals like chromic acid.

A couple of weeks after the
report came out the manage-
ment closed down the plant
to put in a new extraction
system - to blow the fumes
out into Lenton, It-also
covered up dangerous
asbestos lagging on pipes in
the factory - a point missed
in the Workshop report, And
work was done to repair
leaks in the roof mentioned by
the Workshop.,

In spite of all this activity
following the report, the
unions are still hostile to the
Workshop. This is mainly
because the report was pub-
lished before being shown to
the shop stewards. The Work-
shop has apologised for this
to Raleigh's convenor Les
Chapman.,

RUBBISH

Jack Hallam - District Sec=-

retary of the National Society
of Metal Mechanics, Raleigh's
largest union - told us that
the Works Committee had
described the report as "a
load of rubbish", He claimed
that most of the remedial work
had been on order for nine
months - though workers in
the factory were not aware of
this,

- He claimed that it was no
coincidence that the roof had
been repaired because
Raleigh has a team of people
working full time to "botch up
the factory",

WOI‘k at Raleigh was always
going to be dirty, greasy and
dangerous, he said, The real
answer was to knock the place
down, he continued, but that
would put a thousand people
out of work,

l_.

SURVEY

The Workshop has since

carried out a survey of 60.
houses. next to Raleigh and
discovered that many people
are suffering noise and poll-
ution from the factory as well
as problems like car parking
and lorries unloading on the
street, The results are to be
put to Raleigh stewards for
their comments before being
distributed to people in the
area,

Research is also being
carried out by the Workshop
on a number of other topics
including the problems faced
by mentally handicapped -
people at work and the
problems of outworkers

(people who do work in their

home).

SUPPORT

The Workshop is to give
support to a group. looking
into sex discrimination, And
research is being considered
into the way the local media
reports what is going on in
the community,

Also a guide to do it your-
self working class research

is being prepared,

Solidarity against Apartheid

A WEEK of action in solidar-
ity with the people of South
Africa was held in March, It -
was called by the Internation-
al Trades Union Conference
and backed by the TUC,

This followed the desig-
nation by the United Nations
of an International Year
against Apartheid from March
78 to March 79.

SHARES

The Leicester-hased
National Union of Hosiery and
Knitwear Workers - with
arqQund 10,000 members in

Nottingham - has written to
all the companies in which it
has shares which are known
to be major employers in
South Africa, The list
includes ICI, Shell and
Unilever, The Union wants to
know whether blacks are free
to join unions and whether
union officials have access to
workers, The Executive will
decide what action to take on
receiving replies.,

Locally the hosiery union
has distributed TUC leaflets
to members suggesting they
should ask their British
managements what trade union
rights are afforded to black
employees in South Africa,

BOYCOTT

Local Transport and Gener-

al Workers Union branches

have also had the week of
action brought to their atten-
tion, Members have been
asked to make their feelings
known to any employers
having any association with
South Africa, A boycott of
South African goods for the
week was also suggested,

The local Anti-Apartheid
group ;held a meeting with a
representative of the South
African Congress of Trade
Unions.

-2~

services
attacked

. TWO MOTIONS attacking cuts

passed at the Trades Council

GM in March., One opposed
the closure of Bilborough
bus depot. The other opposed
a third fare increase in
eighteen months and cuts in
services,

Charlie Stevens from the
Furniture, Timber and
Allied Trades Union attended
to thank Nottingham Trades
Council for its support during
the E&H dispute at Langley
Mill, Support from Notting-
ham had been magnificent, he
said, If the whole trade union
movement had reacted in the
same way it wouldn't have
lasted 29 weeks before there
was a settlement,

t:l City Bus Services were

AFFILIATED

Fred Harris, Secretary,
reported that there were 80
branches from 39 unions
affiliated to the Trades Coun-
cil, 250 delegates were
entitled to attend meetings
representing 35,230 trade
union members,

- But attendances had been
disappointingly low over the
last year, he said, with an
average attendance of 46,
They must try to recreate the
interest of a few years ago.

Delegates had been on the
picket line at Grunwick on
many occasions, said Brother
Harris, This dispute had
showed that laws don't
protect unions, There is no
alternative to strong and -
determined trade union action,
he said,

PROTESTED

The Council had protested
about the financial policies of .
the Government and TUC, and
locally about City Council
policies to cut house building,
run down repairs and
increase rents, A campaign -
against public spending cuts
had led to a Cuts Committee
being set up,

- Fred Harris stood down as
Secretary, Chris Preston
(SLADE) was elected to
replace him,

.Delegates elected to the
Executive were: Vernon
Gapper (AUEW-TASS), Joyce
Donn (NUPE), Pushkar Lail
2TGWU), Ray Coward

NUSMWCH&DE), Tina Pamp-
lin (NUT), Derek Wignall
}SOGAT) and Julian Atkinson

NATFHE),




THE BBC HAS APOLOGISED to Nottingham
Trades Council for the way delegates were
treated in a BBC2 programme broadcast live

- The programme, in the
"Brass Tacks'" series, dealt
with preparations for nuclear
war, Following a film which
praised preparations in
Nottinghamshire there was a
live discussion with a studio
audience consisting of
military old. fogies as well as
Ray O'Brien who was until
recently Nottinghamshire's
Chief Executive,

"The Men in the Bunker" it
was called and, judging by
the way some of them were
talking, you'd have thought
they'd been stuck in a bunker
since 1945,

COMMOTION

- Nottingham Trades ,
Council's reactions were also
broadcast live but from a
different studio. They weren't
at all impressed with the
"preparations" shown on the
film, And they weren't .
impressed with the way the
BBC handled the programme.
The worst aspect of this
was that a second film was
shown right at the end of the
programme, This suggested
that the real reason for .
preparations was to deal with
civil commotion as in the
General Strike in the 20s.
It pointed out that it was the
Heath government which
started off the current prep-

arations - when he was having

a lot of trouble with the
unions, particularly the
miners.

But after this film there
was no chance for Trades
Council delegates to reply.

"A serious error of
judgment on our part",
claimed the BBC in a letter
to the Trades Council. A
serious error indeed - they
had to quell a minor riot in
the studio after the
programme finished.

In fact the producers had
expected some trouble, They
asked the Trades Council not
to give any publicity before-
hand - because if the BBC
management knew what they
were doing it would ban the
programme, they said.

NUCLEAR ARMS

Delegates had very little
opportunity to make any
points, President Don Devine
said the preparations were
for the elite. Vice-president
John Peck said the best
defence against nuclear
attack was to have no nuclear
weapons. Vice-president
Brian Simister agreed and
wanted to know what would
happen to the supply of food,
electricity and water.

‘from Nottingham on 15th March,

At the March meeting of the
Trades Council Lionel Jacobs,
a past President, proposed a
motion regretting that the BBC
had departed from its normal
high standards. They had been
given a guarantee, he said,
that they would be able to
make their points and question
the people in the other studio.
And he accused the producer
of trying to ask loaded
questions, )

It was agreed to ask the
BBC to redress the balance
and allow the Trades Council
to deal with arguments that
they didn't have the chance to
answer,

Secretary Fred Harris,

- BBC apologises to Nottingham

Trades Council

who had watched the
programme at home, said the
Trades Council came over
very well, The more the
people in the other studio-put
forward their points of view
the worse it became, he said,
He congratulated the BBC on
doing the programme,

His motion calling for the
banning of nuclear weapons
and the fullest public discuss-
ion of the emergency. plans”
was passed, He said those
who know the military mind
know that if they have made
plans they would like to carry
them out,

John Peck, seconding the

motion, said he thought the

Be sure to visit the

programme did a powerful
lot of good. He thought the
apology from the BBC was
genuine, He was of the
opinion that there are people
in the media who want to get
the truth across.

An amendment expressing
worry that civil defence
could be used to erode
democratic rights and attack
trade unions in action was
narrowly defeated,

Delegates agreed with Don
Devine that County Chief
Executive Arthur Sandford
should be asked to come and
explain to them what he would
be doing in his bunker,

Parliament Street (opposite Palais)
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