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THE SCENE THAT ATV REFUSED TO SHOW
ALL CRITICISM of the police was cut out of a
ýlm featuring Nottingham Voice shown on
ATV's "Left, Right and Centre" on June 26th.

The programme gave a good
report of the Voice. We can't
complain about that. And they
hammered the Evening Post
for ignoring Anti-Nazi League
events.

The problem came when
they showed us interviewing
some black people who were
complaining about the way
police had behaved at an
incident last year in Termyson
Sheet.

It was ATV themselves who

ATV obviously wanted to hide
It was only after police tried
to arrest an innocent black
youth that the ýghting started
and more police reinforce-
ments were called.

Peter Shand was the youth
they went tor. He agreed to
be interviewed by the Voice
for the ATV ýlm.

The film director agreed
with Peter to Cover fouló - ATV ýlms the fence where a west Indian was handcuffed by
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NOTTINGI-l.AM'S ALTERNATIVE NEWSPAPER - l2p

Poiþtsi police. "Too contentious", said Reg Harcourt.
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had chosen this story out of
several we suggested to them.

EDITED OUT
But - surprise, surprise -

when it came to black people

) WINDOW a police officer with it. Board of Directors suggesting
1 It all started when a ' - were they apologise to Peter - for
window was broken while mggdmýgggzlongsd we thought wasting his time by ýlming
Peter and some friends were But w® reckoned ñjithout the ó his statements while knowing
playing cricket. Peter wanted programme editor Reg they would be edited out.
the mm to Show that such a Harcourt He cut out almost We got an answer trom a Mr

criticising the police, it was
all edited out. Instead, a
commentator cut in over the
ýlm to say "the police told us
that ýghting broke out among
75 to-100 people" - so they
had to send in reinforcements.

NOT TRUE. We checked
with the police. They didn't
say this to ATV. What they
said was that when a police
bfýcer was called to an
incident "a large crowd of
some 70 people gathered" -
and two other otýcers were
called initially. There was no
record of ýghting before
these reinforcements arrived.
And there was no record of
ýghýng in the crowd.

The only ýghting we know
about was between police and
black people - a fact which

small hÁ1e led to Such a large everything after Peter's ýrst Lucas who accused LB ofincident. (No-one was ever - . ,,h he nd point. making casual allewtions of
(I; óaged over t W1 owgd falsehood". He said that intro-e r was wrongly accusby poupe at the time without CONTENTIOUS giicltnngptýctesswtfulc® $vt®cism
a"~Y Á"1dÁñÁÁ-l The scene showing where altered the whole basis of the
2) He wanted to show the Mr Shand was handcuffed was stm-yl ATV's purpose was to
fence opposite his home "too contentious", he told us. demonstrate that the Voice
where his father was hand- (Eds - We fail to see WHY. It operates as an alternative to
cuffed by police. Mr Shand is s ndard police practice to the Post, he said. (Eds - And
was dragged over the road to handcuff people to immovable to show that you cut all
the fence after trying to pull objects where necessary.) the points that the Post would
pÁuCe oþ his Sonô ATV would have had to give Cut out?)
3) He wanted to show how the police the right to reply, The Voice will be wriýng
police had received injuries said Mr Harcourt. (Eds - to the Independent Broadcast-
trom some wire mesh which They didn't give the"E.'Trening ing Authority asking them to
was lying around. Post the right to reply when investigate and say whether

they were CI'il1iCiSed. And Reg Harcourt's lzeatment of
Ä1eH,fm,ñsmh'*S;Á,Äónf®ônf:ó;mlffaf1ô:fedÁ" why was the ýlm crew allowed Peter Shand was entirely in

to waste so much time filming keeping with the tradil:ions ofouttoanotheryouth-John mt re 0. tobe Býshtel ..
Sealy - who got six months 33133,) a we g mg n euslonó
for picking up a stick in the ' We expect them to reply
heat of the moment and hitting The Voice wrote to ATV's that it was.
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HOMELESS WOMEN SPEND NIGHT IN JAIL
I-IIGHWOOD homeless hostel
has strict rules. And the
rules are kept - even if it
means that children are
forced into care.

One such rule is that every-
one has to be in by 10.30. On
25th May two women fell foul
of this rule. Lesley Ellis and
Marilyn White made the mistake
of going out for a drink. They
were celebrating the fact that
Marilyn had been found a
house to go to. They ended up
in the police cells for the
night. And Marilyn's baby
Gary ended up in care.

Lesley left her four child-
ren at Highwood with her
husband. But Marilyn couldn't
leave Gary - there is a rule
that children can't be left
with other families. So she
left him with a friend who

lived near the hostel.
Just after 10.30 they

arrived back after Marilyn
had collected Gary. As they
walked up the steps the
warden Mr Middup closed the
door on them. So Marilyn
asked to be let in. Middup
said no - even though Gary
needed feeding and a nappy
change. Middup said he
couldn't care what happened
to the baby, Marilyn told
the magistrates when she
appeared in court.

POLICE
Marilyn lost her temper

and kicked a glass panel on
the door which was already
cracked. It broke. So
Middup called the police.

The police kindly allowed
Marilyn, Gary and Lesley to

stay in the cells overnight.
Gary had to do without a

feed until the following day.
He contracted bronchitis.

The next day Marilyn was
hauled before the Homeless
Families Officer and told to
get out immediately. This was
even though there had been no
time to sort out the house she
was to go into.

She had no cooker, no furn-
iture and no bedding. Electr-
icity and water weren't turned
on. Being a condemned house,
it was infested with rats and
mice.

Marilyn had to agree to Gary
being taken into care until she
could get a cooker.

She had to go without money
for three weeks because
social security took that long

to sort out her claim.
And she was ýned Ã5 for

breaking the window and,Ã10
costs. The magistrate said he
was being very lenient because
of the "exceptional circum-
stances". And he dismissed a
claim by the city council for
Ã20 compensaýon for the
window - becauseit was
already cracked.

Middup won't be too keen
to call the police next time.
The court case drew attention
to what the women had to say
about condiýons inside
I-lighwood. The Evening Post,
Daily Mirror and Nottingham
Voice all phoned up to check
the amazing story that was
told.

So Middup is not the most
popular person in the Housing
Department at the moment.

MOTHERS COMPLAIN OF VICTORIAN ATTITUDES IN CITY'S NEW HOMELESS HOSTEL

I-IIGHWOOD - Nottinghamó s new hostel for the
homeless - is getting a name for itself. The
inmates call it "Colditz". And the warden is
affectionately known as "Little Hitler".

Voice readers will remem-
ber that in the last issue we
looked at serious criticisms
made by the Architects
Journal.

For this issue we spoke to
three young mothers who have
had to sufferó living there -
Marilyn White, Lesley Ellis
and Wendy Beard. They paint-
ed a picture close to the
standards of a workhouse in
the last century.

The warden, Mr Middup,
and his wife don't call people
by names. They call them by
room numbers. "Are you
going out 17?" , they would
say, recalled Lesley. And
she said when Mr M found
þiree of them talking late one
night he threatened to hit
them. But his wife told him
not to bother with them.
"They're nothing but dirt",
she said.

DIRT
_ Mrs M was very keen about
dirt. If there were ever any
marks on the floor, she would
hand out brillo pads and force
people to scrub them Áþ' on to Lse the launderette exc. - eptone occasion she even made a Mr M f P le
woman eight months pregnant
get down on her knees to
scrub marks off the þoor.
While people were out she
would take their cookers apart
and tell them to clean them.

And she had no respect for
people's privacy, said the
women.

She had master keys for all
the rooms and would walk in
at any time. She often came
in while Mr and Mrs Ellis
were in bed together. And
she would walk arotmd the
room while Mr Ellis, who
worked nights, was in bed.

There was a rule that
everyone had to be up by 7.30
in the morning. Mrs M would
often come in and take the
covers off people to get them
up. On one occasion, said
Marilyn, Mr M pulled the
covers off her at 7am.

BUMS
Mrs M was an expert on

babies . She always wanted to
look at their bums, said
Wendy. "

But though she was ready
to criticise, she wasn't so
ready to help. When Wendy's
baby was sick, she wouldn't
even allow Wendy to wash the
sheets in the launderette.

In fact no-one was allowed

s , o course. eop
were expected to do their
washing in the sinks. "It's
not a ýve star hotel" , Mrs M
would tell people.

There were no fridges in

7-3
the upstairs rooms - which is
where the largest families
are p_ut. And people were not
allowed to bring their own in,
said Lesley who had four
children. That meant great
problems with food in the hot
weather. And doors leading
onto the balconies were kept
locked (as reported in the
Architects Journal - the
"architecture of delusion",
they called it) so the rooms
became very stuffy.

People couldn't even contr-
ol the heating in their own
rooms - they had to ask Mrs
M to do that.

Rules and regulations were
very strict. No-one was
allowed out after 10.30 with-
out a pass - and they were
only given "if your face ýts",
said Lesley. Her husband
Derek wasn't allowed out
until lipm one Sunday after
working a seven day week.

And when he went to work
at 5am in the morning, all
the doors were locked so he
had to knock the Middups up
to let him out. One time he
had to climb out through a
window.

PROBLEMS

Wendy had problems because
her mother looked after her f
baby at weekends. That meant
she wasn't a "family" from
Friday to Sunday.

Only homeless families with
children are allowed into
Highwood. So Wendy was
thrown out at weekends. She

..g_

_ had to ýnd places to sleep
around. But she still had to
pay her full rent, of course-.

REFUSEDTO SPEAK

covers off at Mr Middup refused to speak
to the Voice. So we spoke to
the Homeless Families
Officer in charge, Geoff
Chapman.

He told us that he and the
Middups could go into any
room at any time. In fact
"any council employee has
access to the rooms" , he
said. ó

He also claimed that he
gave families "privacy and
security".

People may have had
covers taken off them in the
morning, he said - where
"standards" were needed.

"Ordinary families"
would be allowed to have
their own fridges , he said.
When asked which families
wouldn't be ordinary, he
explained: "Some of the
types who come in your
centre" (he was referring to
the People's Centre, an
independent advice centre
which has crossed swords
with Chapman many times
over the inhuman way he has
treated some homeless
people) . V

He conýrmed that people
who didn't have their children
over the weekend would not
be allowed to stay - but they
would still have to pay full
rent because they would
expect their room to be kept,
he said.

He claimed that shiftworkers
and people who wished to stay
out late would be allowed keys.

Since the hostel had opened
Mr Chapman said he had been
surprised "how easily people
have kept the normal stand-
ards of cleanliness".



NO TO
PHASE 4

NOTTINGHAM Trades Council
voted to reject Phase Four of
the government's incomes pol-
icy at their meeting in August.
No-one voted against the
motion.

Instead, they called for
higher wages, areduced
working week, and an immed-
iate return to free collective
bargaining.

Derek Wignall (SOGAT),
proposing the motion on behalf
of the executive, said the
government was aiming to
shackle trade tmions and
solve the crisis of capitalism
at the expense of the working
class. They were slashing
social services and had put
1% million on the dole, he
said.

Ray Coward (sheet metal
workers union) said the
unions had played their part
in curbing inþation over the
last three years and getting
the country back on its feet.
Now they should have their
just reward -- free collective
bargaining.

Michael English (MP for
West Nottingham) also spoke
in support of the motion. A
permanent incomes policy
wasn't on, he said. The only
way it could be done was by
controlling every aspect of
policy as in Soviet Russia.
He pointed out that you can
always get around incomes
policies if you happen to be
the employer. And he comp-
lained that unearned income
often escapes all incomes
policies and taxation.
ðð_@ 

WE DID HAVE an article
prepared about Socialist Unity
standing a candidate against
our favourite property

Labour MP Jack
Dunnett.

But it seems as though we
won't have the pleasure of
seeing that happen for some
months.

Coming SU events include:
A Ceilidh on Thurs 14th

Sep at the Irish Social
Centre, Wilford Rd, 8pm-lam,
.75p.

A rock theatre group ("Belt
and Braces") plus disco on
Fri 29th Sep at the Internation-
al Centre, 61B Mansýeld Rd,
7.30-1.30. Late bar to 1.30.
Admission Ã1.25, or 75p for
the disco after 9.30.

Socialist Unity can be
contacted at 866126.

GOOD black and white
photography done fair-
ly cheaply. Also b&w
developing and print-
ing. E.g. 20"x16"
print from your own
b&w negative - Ã2.
John Birdsall 77194.

tiresome
SPARE A THOUGHT if you
will for dear old Ted Culham,
the well intentioned Director
of Nottinghamshire's Social
Services. A good and honest

I rum the lounge bar I
case where an ex-employee
of NAP claimed tmfair
dismissal from the project.
On that occasion there was no
talk of the County Council
being the employer, in fact the
management committee fought
the case tooth and nail - even

man tr.yin.g his blast to match to the extent of producinghis principles with those of the fellow Commumt. y workers torather more hard nosed Tories -ve evidence on behau of- 81
onthecount-I Counciló mana ment. Funny nowI was particularly struck by
one of his latest memos,
which instructed his loyal and
dedicated teams of social
workers not to make any
recommendations about clients
in future, on the grounds that
magistrates ýnd them tire-
some and anyway putting them
into practice costs money.

It would, of course, be un-
fair to suggest that social
workers are delighted by this
latest directive . . . which
leaves them all the time in the
world to discuss this inter-
face situation . . .

flexibility
TALKING of doing nothing
brings me on to the
Nottingham Areas Project -
a theme I know we all ýnd of
the utmost tedium.

Just how far their sad little
campaign to save their jobs
has progressed I know not and
care less. But one who does
care is my close friend Ted
Hickey. Over a nineteenth
hole snifter the other day he
could hardly restrain himself.
He claimed that "We've got
the bastards at last" . . . a
reference I understand to the
acrimonious dispute which
arose earlier this year be-
tween himself and the NAP
inýltrated Basford tenants.
What really amoyed him was
that none of the monosyllabic
oiks who bombarded his
mansion with ordure and
insults could be bothered to
wear a collar and tie.

However , I do know that
the nub of the present
campaign to save the jobs is
their claim to employment by
the County Council. There
has been talk of Industrial
Tribunals and the like. For
those who have followed the
progress of the project over
the years this claim is some-
what drole.

Ever since it was set up

Q9
they're all employedô by the
Council.

Still, I suppose that's what
community work is all about -
þexibility.

given the Bird
RED FACES all round when
local builders launched their
campaign against Labour
Party plans to nationalise the
building industry. The brick
and mortar barons held a
public meeting to explain their
cause . . . and being polite
chaps they invited the leaders
of local councils.

Also on the guest list was
dear old Herbert Bird, deputy
leader of Nottinghamshire
County Council and leader of
Gedling Borough Council. He
is also well known as a local
builder.

Herbert insisted he should
be given a seat on the
platform and allowed to speak.
"Not an earthly old chap",
came the reply, "We're non-
political you see."

Instead a very miffed Bird
was offered a seat among the
also-rans on the þoor. An
offer he felt he could decline -
after all the ratepayers of
Carlton and Arnold are al-
ready doing him very nicely
thank you . . . nationalis-
ation or no.

Still on the building
inustry - I'm sure it's just
coincidence that the builders'
campaign received massive
local coverage after leading
media executives were
seen with builders enjoying
the convivial atmosphere of
the Victoria gaming club.

harangued
I REPORTED in the last
issue of the Voice - an event
rapidly receding into legend -
that silly old Michael Cowan
(ex-County Council know-all)
had taken over as organiser

I. at the Ollerton Citizen s
NAP has zealously guaarlded its Advice Bureau. Then I
independence and has ways
maintained that the workers

hazarded a guess that all
would not be sweetness and

form me that such is the case.
Not only has there been an
unprecedented turnover of
staff since, but customers
seeking advice are frequently
harangued at length.

 city clean up
CITIZENS of Nottingham may
be wondering why they are no
longer allowed to sit on the
Council House steps in Slab
Square. I have reliable re-
ports that the pompous and
overbearing guardians of the
doors at the Cotmcil House
have taken to shifting people
off the steps in a particular-
ly brusque manner.

It could be that this order
emanates from the same
quarter as another concern-
ing the hallowed steps. City
Council supremo Jack Green
has given personal instruct-
ions that the steps are to be
washed and brushed daily.
This task consumes the labour
of between four and six men.
Indeed, so anxious are they to
perform correctly that they
were seen hosing down the
steps while it was raining.

I expect these men have
been redeployed from the
section that used to tidy up
pensioners gardens. The
City Council decided a while
ago it could no longer afford
such frivolous luxuries. K

fun at the Post
AS THE STATE of labour
relations at the Evening Post
reaches a new low - see page
7 for full and gruesome de-
tails - the spirits of the
management continue to be
buoyant. The latest brain-
wave of the chief hack him-
self is to have a competition
involving darts, cribbage and
dominoes. As Pole-Carew
says in his circular to the
staff, "The time to start such
a competition would be after
holidays of course, when the
evenings close in. It should
be quite fun."

This initiative is thought to
be entirely unconnected with
Carew's inþated opinion of
himself as a card player.

waste of money ~
AND SPEAKING of the
Evening Post - never a
pleasant task - I must pass on
to readers the cost of the
abortive visit of Brenda's old
man, the Duke of Edinburgh.
It is estimated that the Post
had spent some Ã100,000 in
smartening the place up
before news of the
cancellation of the visit came
through.

were employed by the manageô light. Reliable sources in- INKYment committee - a committee
not entirely divorced from the
community workers them
selves. By this device the
project sought to keep the
County Cotmcil (who were
footing the bill) at arms
length.

But speaking of Industrial
Tribunals I recall a recent

NOTTINGHAM VOICE is printed and published at 33 Mansfield
Road (tel 411676). Please contact us with any information
you would like to see in the next issue which should appear on
21st October.

We apologise for putting our price up to 12p. This is due
to a number of factors including a reduction in advertising and
an increase in the number of photographs used.

y Subscriptions remain at Ã2 for 12 issues including postage.
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