ALL CRITICISM of the police was cut out of a
film featuring Nottingham Voice shown on
ATV's "Left, Right and Centre" on June 26th,

The programme gave a good
report of the Voice, We can't

complain about that, And they
hammered the Evening Post
for ignoring Anti=Nazi L.eague
events,

The problem came when
they showed us interviewing
some black people who were
complaining about the way
police had behaved at an
incident last year in Tennyson
Street,

It was ATV themselves who
had chosen this story out of
several we suggested to them,

EDITED OUT

But - surprise, surprise -
when it came to black people
criticising the police, it was
all edited out, Instead, a
commentator cut in over the
film to say "the police told us
that fighting broke out among
75 to-100 people" - so they

had to send in reinforcements,

NOT TRUE, We checked
with the police, They didn't
say this to ATV, What they
said was that when a police
officer was called to an
incident "a large crowd of
some 70 people gathered" -
and two other officers were
called initially, There was no
record of fighting before
these reinforcements arrived,
And there was no record of

fighting in the crowd,
| The only fighting we know

about was between police and
black people - a fact which

ATV obviously wanted to hide,

It was only after police tried
to arrest an innocent black
youth that the fighting started
and more police reinforce-~
ments were called,

Peter Shand was the youth
they went for, He agreed to
be interviewed by the Voice
for the ATV {film,

The film director agreed
with Peter to cover four
points:

WINDOW

1) It all started when a
window was broken while
Peter and some friends were
playing cricket, Peter wanted
the film to show that such a
small hole led to such a large
incident, (No-one was ever
charged over the window -
Peter was wrongly accused
by police at the time without
any evidence,)

2) He wanted to show the
fence opposite his home
where his father was hand-
cuffed by police, Mr Shand
was dragged over the road to
the fence after trying to pull
police off his son,

3) He wanted to show how
police had received injuries
from some wire mesh which
was lying around,

4) He wanted to comment on
the harsh sentence handed
out to another youth = John
Sealy - who got six months
for picking up a stick in the
heat of the moment and hitting
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police, "Too contentious", said Reg Harcourt,

a police officer with it,
All these points were

filmed, Very good, we thought,

But we reckoned without the
programme editor, Reg
Harcourt, He cut out almost
everything after Peter's first

point,
CONTENTIOUS

The scene showing where
Mr Shand was handcuffed was
"too contentious", he told us,
Eds - We fail to see why, It
is standard police practice to
handcuff people to immovable
objects where necessary.,)

ATV would have had to give
the police the right to reply,
said Mr Harcourt, (Eds -
They didn't give the“E?emng
Post the right to reply when
they were criticised, And
why was the film crew allowed
to waste so much time filming
scenes that were going to be
cut out?)

The Voice wrote to ATV's

Board of Directors suggesting
they apologise to Peter - for
wasting his time by filming

his statements while knowing
they would be edited out,

We got an answer from a Mr -
Lucas who accused us of
making "casual allegations of
falsehood", He said that intro-
ducing the issue of criticism
of the police would have
altered the whole basis of the
story! ATV's purpose was to
demonstrate that the Voice
operates as an alternative to
the Post, he said, (Eds - And
to show that you cut all
the points that the Post would
cut out?)

The Voice will be writing
to the Independent Broadcast-
ing Authority asking them to
investigate and say whether
Reg Harcourt's treatment of
Peter Shand was entirely in
keeping with the traditions of
British television,

We expect them to reply
that it was,
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HOMELESS WOMEN SPEND NIGHT IN JAIL

HIGHWOOD homeless hostel
has strict rules, And the
rules are kept - even if it
means that children are
forced into care,

One such rule is that every-
one has to be in by 10,30, On
25th May two women fell foul
of this rule, Lesley Ellis and
Marilyn White made the mistake
of going out for a drink, They
were celebrating the fact that
Marilyn had been found a
house to go to, They ended up
in the police cells for the
night, And Marilyn's baby
Gary ended up in care,

Lesley left her four child-
ren at Highwood with her
husband, But Marilyn couldn't
leave Gary - there is a rule
that children can't be left
with other families, So she
left him with a friend who

MOTHERS COMPLAIN OF VICTORIAN ATTITUDES IN CITY'S NI

“They pulled your

lived near the hostel,

Just after 10,30 they
arrived back after Marilyn
had collected Gary, As they
walked up the steps the
warden Mr Middup closed the
door on them, So Marilyn
asked to be let in, Middup
said no - even though Gary
needed feeding and a nappy
change, Middup said he
couldn't care what happened
to the baby, Marilyn told
the magistrates when she
appeared in court,

POLICE

Marilyn lost her temper
and kicked a glass panel on
the door which was already
cracked, It broke, So
Middup called the police,

The police kindly allowed
Marilyn, Gary and Lesley to

stay in the cells overnight,

Gary had to do without a
feed until the following day.
He contracted bronchitis,

The next day Marilyn was
hauled before the Homeless
Families Officer and told to
get out immediately, This was
even though there had been no
time to sort out the house she
was to go into,

She had no cooker, no furn-
iture and no bedding, Electr-
icity and water weren't turned
on, Being a condemned house,
it was infested with rats and
mice,

Marilyn had to agree to Gary
being taken into care until she
could get a cooker,

She had to go without money
for three weeks because
social security took that long

covers off at 7-30”

HIGHWOOD - Nottingham's new hostel for the
homeless - is getting a name for itself, The

inmates call it "Colditz",

And the warden is

affectionately known as "Little Hitler",

Voice readers will remem-
ber that in the last issue we
looked at serious criticisms
made by the Architects
Journal,

For this issue we spoke to
three young mothers who have
had to suffer'living there -
Marilyn White, Lesley Ellis
and Wendy Beard, They paint-
ed a picture close to the
standards of a workhouse in
the last century,

The warden, Mr Middup,
and his wife don't call people
by names, They call them by
room numbers, "Are you
going out 17?", they would
say, recalled Lesley., And
she said when Mr M found
fmree of them talking late one
night he threatened to hit
them, But his wife told him
not to bother with them,
"They're nothing but dirt",
she said,

DIRT

. Mrs M was very keen about
dirt, If there were ever any
marks on the floor, she would
hand out brillo pads and force
people to scrub them off, On

. one occasion she even made a
woman eight months pregnant
get down on her knees to
scrub marks off the floor,
While people were out she
would take their cookers apart
and tell them to clean them,

And she had no respect for
people's privacy, said the
women,

She had master keys for all
the rooms and would walk in
at any time, She often came
in while Mr and Mrs Ellis
were in bed together, And
she would walk around the
room while Mr Ellis, who
worked nights, was in bed,

There was a rule that
everyone had to be up by 7.30
in the morning. Mrs M would
often come in and take the
covers off people to get them
up. On one occasion, said
Marilyn, Mr M pulled the
covers off her at 7am,

BUMS

Mrs M was an expert on
babies, She always wanted to
look at their bums, said

Wendy. i

But though she was ready
to criticise, she wasn't so
ready to help, When Wendy's
baby was sick, she wouldn't
even allow Wendy to wash the
sheets in the launderette,

In fact no-one was allowed
to use the launderette - except
Mrs M, of course, People
were expected to do their
washing in the sinks, "It's
not a five star hotel", Mrs M
would tell people,

There were no fridges in

the upstairs rooms - which is
where the largest families
are put, And people were not
allowed to bring their own in,
said Lesley who had four
children, That meant great
problems with food in the hot
weather, And doors leading
onto the balconies were kept
locked (as reported in the
Architects Journal - the
"architecture of delusion",
they called it) so the rooms
became very stuffy,

People couldn't even contr-
ol the heating in their own
rooms - they had to ask Mrs
M to do that,

Rules and regulations were
very strict, No-one was
allowed out after 10,30 with-
out a pass - and they were
only given "if your face fits",
said Lesley, Her husband
Derek wasn't allowed out
until 1}1,Rm one Sunday after
working a seven day week,

And when he went to work
at 5am in the morning, all
the doors were locked so he
had to knock the Middups up
to let him out, One time he
had to climb out through a
window,

PROBLEMS

Wendy had problems because
her mother looked after her
baby at weekends, That meant
she wasn't a "family" from
Friday to Sunday,

Only homeless families with
children are allowed into
Highwood, So Wendy was
thrown out at weekends, She
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to sort out her claim,

And she was fined £5 for
breaking the window and £10
costs, The magistrate said he
was being very lenient because
of the "exceptianal circum-
stances", And he dismissed a
claim by the city council for
£20 compensation for the
window - because it was

already cracked,

Middup won't be too keen
to call the police next time,
The court case drew attention
to what the women had to say
about conditions inside
Highwood, The Evening Post,
Daily Mirror and Nottingham
Voice all phoned up to check
the amazing story that was
told,

So Middup is not the most
popular person in the Housing
Department at the moment,

W HOMELESS HOSTEL

had to find places to sleep
around, But she still had to
pay her full rent, of course,

REFUSEDTO SPEAK

Mr Middup refused to speak
to the Voice, So we spoke to
the Homeless Families
Officer in charge, Geoff
Chapman,

He told us that he and the
Middups could go into any
room at any time, In fact

‘M"any council employee has

access to the rooms", he
said, '

He also claimed that he
gave families "privacy and
security",

People may have had
covers taken off them in the
morning, he said - where
"standards" were needed,

"Ordinary families"
would be allowed to have
their own fridges, he said,
When asked which families
wouldn't be ordinary, he
explained: "Some of the
types who come in your
centre" (he was referring to
the People's Centre, an
independent advice centre
which has crossed swords
with Chapman many times
over the inhuman way he has
treated some homeless

people).

He confirmed that people
who didn't have their children
over the weekend would not
be allowed to stay - but they
would still have to pay full
rent because they would
expect their room to be kept,
he said,

He claimed that shiftworkers
and people who wished to stay
out late would be allowed keys,

Since the hostel had opened
Mr Chapman said he had been
surprised "how easily people
have kept the normal stand-
ards of cleanliness",







































