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‘PLANNING

- FOR REAL
in Radford

PEOPLE in Radford
are being asked to

show what they want in
their neighbourhood.,

Large numbers of houses in o e . -
Radford West and Radford - . : e .
East are to be demolished, e , T

The qpestion is = what to put | e N
in their place? Planning the new Radford (left - Ron Kennedy, chairperson of REATAR; centre ~ Professor
Local residents have built Cliff Moughtin of Nottingham University Institute of Planning Studies).,

¢

their own 3-D scale model
of the area complete with
houses, tower blocks and
factories. At a large meeting A
on 11th October they publicly
. ripped off all the old houses
- and started to work out how to
replace them,

There will be many more
meetings over the next three
months to involve as many-
people as possible,

Schools are also in on the
act, Local children will be
building their own model, To
help them the education
authority has paid for a small
balloon which is being used
by the schools to take aerial

photographs,

Two local associations are
involved - Radford East
Association of Tenants and
Residents (REATAR) and
Radford Phoenix Group,

Professor Cliff Moughtin,
Director of the Institute of
Planning Studies at the
University, is acting as

Photograph of Radford taken from a balloon flown from Radford Primary School (shown in the
foreground). Behind, to the left is Radford West clearance area, and to the right Radford East

clearance area, separated by the trees along Radford Boulevard. To the right is the junction planning consultant, His
of Radford Boulevard with Ilkeston Road - known as 'Ation Corner because it had on its four students are doing a lot of the
corners a school (education), pawn shop (ruination), pub (damnation) and a church (salvation),

(Photo by courtesy of David Birch (Balloon Survey)/Gordon Wallace and Rex Davies (Nottingham
Teachers Centre)) ' e@continued on page 2

work - and learning how to
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from the loungs bar

supporter

VOICE readers will be famil-
iar with Socialist Unity, the
front organisation for the
International Marxist Group.
SU are hoping to stand against
Jack Dunnett, Labour MP for
Nottingham East, at the next
general election,

Ian Juniper, their candidate,
is an ardent supporter of
Notts County of which Dunnett
is the main shareholder and
chairman, So keen is Junip-
er's support that he regularly
buys County's lottery tickets,
the proceeds of which are used
to subsidise the club,

When I ppst it to Juniper
recently that he was giving
financial backing to Dunnett he
replied "Notts County are a
good team" - a statement
which only shows what a
tenuous grasp on reality
Juniper has,

He also tells me that he is
an addict of the Evening
Post's "Find the Ball" comp-
etition,

Ian, the unions have asked

us all to black the Evening
Post,

thirsty

AUTUMN, season of mists and
all that stuff, is also the
season of wage claims, And
some pretty tough talking is
expected in the corridors of
Nottinghamshire's largest
employer - the county council,

Trade union negotiators I
understand are more than a
touch apprehensive about
talking with the Conservative
leaders, It seems their

@continued from front page

‘talk to "real" people instead
of just looking at statistics,

The model was built using
"Neighbourhood Action Packs"
developed by Dr Tony Gibson
at the University School of
Education, This involves fact
sheets as well as moveable
pieces like houses, shops
and community centres,

Rex Davies, teacher/leader
of Urban Studies at Nottingham
Teachers Centre, is acting as
schools coordinator,

"Planning for Real" has
only been tried twice before -
once in Raleigh Street last
year and once in Glasgow,
Further frials are planned in
Manchester and Liverpool,

powers of concentration tend
to diminish as the session
wears on , . o but then
politics is very thirsty work,

nasty

THE ENDof Nottingham Areas
Project, the ill-fated commun-
ity work project which recent-
ly had its funding stopped by
the County Council, may have
made little difference to Alan
Simpson one of the community
workers made redundant, I
hear that there were already
moves behind the scenes to get
rid of him before Brenda

Borrett made this unneccessary

by closing the whole thing
down,

Simpson's froubles began a
year ago when his local
management committee in the
Raleigh Street area failed in
a bid to have him removed
from the area, The nub of
their complaint was that
Simpson was impossible to
control, Aiter half of the
management committee had
resigned over the issue Simp-
son was gleefully spreading
rumours that they were the
nasty middle class people
(unlike himself presumably)
who couldn't get on with the
genuine (i,e., working class)
people who really represented
the views of the residents,

The bourgeois faction then
showed how nasty it could be -
they even wrote to Borrett
complaining that Simpson was
out of control, The Simpson
camp claim that Borrett used
this letter as proof that NAP's
policy of local groups
managing community workers
was ineffectual,

However one person to have

It is hoped that by using a
model and fact sheets people
willbe able to talk to planners
and other officials to work out
what they want where, People
in the area are certainly very
enthusiastic,

The big question will be
whether the planners who make
the decisions will be willing to
listen - or allowed to listen,

When the idea was tried in
Raleigh Street last year, city
council leader Jack Green
ordered city planning officers
not to attend meetings with
residents, Even so the
residents plans had some
success in influencing the
types of houses to be built in
the Raleigh Street area,

Will Green have any more
respect for the people of
Radford?

come out of the whole affair
OK is Simpson, Never slow to
look after number one, he was
the first of the seven workers
to find another job - lecturing
students at the Poly in how to
be community workers,

I hear that Simpson is
currently writing a book - but
has decided not to call it
"Machiavelli - The First
Community Worker?"

rare

STILL MORE joyous
celebrations at the Evening
Post where I understand
they're looking forward to
another happy hundred
redundancies , . . sorry,
years,

All members of staff, except
those black listed for repres-
enting any alternative points
of view held by employees,
have been given a handsome
Coalport vase, bearing a
loyal message and an artist's
impression of the Black Hole
of Forman Street., Worth about
£10 each they tell me , . . and
probably more as a collector's
item because they're a limited
edition,

Probably rarer still I
should think judging by the
number which have been
thrown away already.

While on the Post I must
congratulate old ramrod-back
himself, Uncle Tom, His new
Outlook magazine published on
behalf of the Conservative
Party is a fitting tribute to
what can be done with a
million pounds worth of
equipment rendered idle by
trade unionists attempting to
secure the revolutionary
right to be able to talk to
their employer, Try driving
up to the gate in a Ferrari
lads, they'll send someone to
interview you instead,

changes

LOOK FOR big changes soon
in the policies of the city
council, You can also expect
some further changes among
the men at the top, We've
already had the surprise
resignation of whispering Jim
Broughton as Transport
chairman, Who will be next?
Put your money on the Leisure
boss Cyril Swift,

The disappearance of
Broughton follows a major
row between him and his group
leaders Jack Green and Bill
Bradbury, Broughton, an
astonishingly ambitious man

for one of his capabilities,
made his stand, threatened
resignation and Jack and Bill
were pleased to see him go.

Plans are being drawn up
for a vote winning cosmetic
exercise in time for next
year's elections, More
importantly as far as Jack's
concerned, threats to his role
as council or even opposition
leader are something he can
do without, As for Cyril, well
he looks like having a big
chunk of spending power taken
away, and I don't reckon he'll
like it, What of busman Jim's
future , . . I hear the Tories
are giving him a job licking
stamps in the lacal agent's
office,

Greece

I WAS RATHER taken with
Radio Nottingham's grandiose
programming plans on the

day Forest were "in Europe",
As part of the Greek syndrome
Dennis McCarthy (you know,
the one who sounds simple and
asks everyone what they're
having for dinner) was
dispatched to Athens for a live
continental production of
"Afternoon Special",

This broadcasting first
finally went on the air about
an hour late after both ®nnis
and the landline from Athens
had been lost leaving Station
Manager Tom Beasley to fill
the gap with Greek-sounding
records and pleas for listen-
ers to ring in and talk to him -
preferably about Greece,
Listeners were finally enter- .
tained by Dennis interviewing
anyone who could be found who
spoke English and the usual
load of drivel including "Swap
Shop" where locals are
encouraged to ring in and
attempt to swap one load of
rammel with another.

And I hope that the latest
recruit to the Radio Nottingham
newsroom is not indicative of
future trends - one of their
part timers is a Public Relat-
ions Officer in local govern~
ment, Come to think = it
shouldn't make any difference,

Albanian

AND FINALLY an Albanian
joke,

An Albanian is asked what
the difference is between
communism and capitalism,
The Albanian thinks for a
minute and then says:
"Capitalism is the exploitation
of men by men, . - and
communism is the opposite",
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would like to see in the next issue, This should appear at the

beginning of December, :
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