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A new centre called the 118 Workshop has
been established at 118 Mansfield Road to
make available research, information and
printing facilities to Nottingham's
community groups and trade unions. The 118
Workshop will be staffed by- 3 full time
workers who, apart from running p the centre
will concentrate on issues of poverty, '
health and safety at work, employment and the
local economy and public services. The centre
aims to work on these issues in close coðopð
eration with groups of tenants and residents
women, ethnic groups, the unemployed, un-
organised workers and trades unionists.

The centre will be able to assist such
groups by providing a wide range of
information based on relevant pamphlets,
books, periodicals, newspaper cuttings,
reports, council minutes and documents
for local groups to refer to, to use
in their campaigns and to keep themselves
informed of developments in their area of
work or interest.

The centre will also be offering assistance
to groups in developing campaigns strategies
and organisation by sharing information
and experience and linking work place and
community groups. y

Background research on problems and issues
uhLah affect local people will be undert-
aken to help workers and community groups
investigate the facts about their work-
place, industry and neighbourhood. Also
118 Workshop will help to assess the sign-
ificance and implications of economic and
political decisions ( from local to intern-
ational) on their jobs, services and their
community.

COURSES

The centre will be running courses, disc-
ussions and workshops as a means of deve-
loping a collective understanding of issues
which affect local groups. Additionaly, the
cettre hopes to publish a series of inform-
ation sheets on relevant local issues which
groups may find useful.

Groups wanting to use the 118 Workshop will
be encouraged to acquire the necessary
skills for producing their own leaflets,
posters, newspapers etc. Once affiliated to
the centre, groups will be able to use the
wide range of machinery available such as
duplicators, typewriters, printing presses

and so on, with one of the 118 Workshop
workers available to offer instruction and
assistance as necessary.

ChNlHh N01 A NEW IDEA

The centre is not an entirely new idea.
Since 1977 , a resources centre for commun-
ity groups has existed, and a research and
information service called Nottingham Work-
shop has been operating since 1978, working
mal~Ôv wlih trades unions, Now these two
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organisations have merged reflecting their
close informal links and overlap of function.
But this has only been afýcr 18 months of
extreme hardship both for the 118 Centre
itself and its user groups. This hardship
has been caused by a desperate shortage of
funds which meant poor and inadequate
provision of facilities. Now the situation
is different. Time and money exists to
offer resources of a better quality and of
a more comprehensive range.

MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTABLE TO GROUPS

At the moment 118 Workshop has an interim
management committee but they are clear that
both the resources within the centre and
their use should be accountableto groups
within the local labour and community move-
ment. Both groups and individuals will be
able to affiliate to the 118 Workshop
provided that they are not racist or sexist,
or engaged in purely party political or
religious activities. However, the managem~
ent committee itself will be composed of
represenatives of affiliated groups but with
limited scope for individual involvement.
Affiliation fees range from Ã3 to Ã50
depending upon applicants resources and
size.

Though funding - until 1983 seems secure
118 Workshop are keen to develop alternative
sources of funding. War on Want cannot fund
all our activities and besides we wish
ultimately to become selfðsupporting. Such
alternative sources might be in the labour
movement or what is known as the óNetworkô
with which the 118 Workshop is assodated.
This is a group of similar research and
resource centres which is being developed



at the moment. The Network will be looking
fOI" IFU1"1dll"1g possibley at hOme and abr-Qad,

possibley on the basis of interðproject work

sales of publications will have to be found.

If you wlnt to apply for affiliation or want
For the present however additional income? ó imore detailsô why not drop into 118 workshop
from teaching fees, affiliations, research
Â9mmiSSi0HS, student placement fees and

From the start the 118 Workshop intends to
- -

-\.

develop and interntional and Third World
perspective to its work. The reasons for c
this are clear. The economic and political
forces shaping the Nottingham scene are
international in scope. There are transnat-
ional firms operating in Nottingham like
BO0tS, Raleighs (Tube Investments), Plessey,
and Players (Imperial Group ) which view
this area as just one part of their global
operations. Equally these firms are affected
by the activities of other transnationals,
the decisions of overseas governments, and
developments in international markets.
Clearly these will have implications
for employment and the local economy in
Nottingham. So, whether we produce, what we
produce, how it is produced,%kmw=it is
marketed, how the profits are used all pose
questions 38 P1Q|èeUantto Qur Own 40Âè Step as
to the global village.

118 Workshop intends to explore these aspects
in a number of ways. Firstly within the
centre itself a room will be devoted to t
promoting and displaying information about

ó_ .

what is happening in the Third World and the
effect of local andnational factors have
on the Third World.

(118 Mansfield Road) or ring Nottingham '
582369,

 

Local firms will be looked at to assess, ,.
their contribution to Third World development
and underdevelopment. For example, Boots
sell a pain killer (Phenacitin) in India
that is banned as unsafe in this country.
Meetings and day schools will be organised
on these sort of issues. _

118 Workshop itself will attempt to
establish links with organisations similar
ito itself overseas and will also encourage
local groups of workers and residents to
establish international links in order to
share information and experience. 118 Work-
shop will be able to help with contacts,
background information, translations and so
on. .

1

War on Want provides finapial backing to the
118 Workshop. .War on Wants concern is to
fight poverty, poor health and distress,
primarily in the Third World but they are
aware that such conditions exist in this  
country as well. It is for this reason that

War on Want are supporting the 118 Works-
shop.

If you have any ideas as to hou:we might
usefully take up Third World .issues or
want more information contact us on
Nottingham 582369.
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This is the first Nottingham Bulletin of
1980. It is produced.jointly'by the Nottm
Trades Union Council, the Cuts Committee
and the 118 Workshop. It is open to con-
tributions and.the individual articles do
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CHANGING THIS BULLETIN

You may have noticed a change in format
this time. The Editorial Group wants to
see the Bulletin become more informative,
easier to read.and more able to serve the
activities of its readers Please contribðnot necessarity reflect the views of any* Ute ' t

of the above groups. If the informatlon
' ' ' -'|'- . | ð

or ideas important to you are not here HELP WITH NQTTINGH-AM BULLETIN I
then get in.touch. Either write_and.art-
icle, supply us with information or send
a letter. i A

. I

.||'

eadlines 21 st arch
óF

1',
óI,

I 3,

Please write for, supply information to,
help produce AND SELL TI-IE BULLETIN. -
Either phone or write in.



Nuclear Power and Political Action
TODAY
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The emergence in Nottingham of one more
group in the óenvironmentalistô camp might
be seen as a fairly unremarkable event, at
least from a broader social or political
perspective. But the concern of the Nottm
Safe Energy Group over its first 12 months
has embraced far more than the 'tangibb'
(though considerableh threats that the
development of nuclear power poses to the
health, safety and ultimately to the ex-
istence of large population groups througha
out the world.

There is a well documentedg tendency in late
capitalism for issues concerning the explo-
itation and distribution of resources to be
deðpoliticised ð that is, to be treated as
purely technical issues which concern only
well qualified experts rather than as exð
plicit political choices inseparable from
the values and interests of particular soc-
ial groups. Clearly this process of mystif
ication typifies the nuclear power issue,
and this lsadgto potential problems for any
group which sets out to oppose the industry.
However, we have been increasingly concerned
to relocate the issue within broader polit-
ical and economic structures. The Statels
growing commitment to nuclear power is only
explicable in terms of the overall needs
and development of capitalism with all tge
social contradictions that that implies.
Thus a group such as ours must work with-
in a wider framwork of political action
than is traditional amomst 'environmentalxt'
groups. We do not therefore oppose nuclear
power solely in terms of its ltechnicalc
irrationality ( this is largely to accept
the state's choice of battleground) but also
in terms Of its political irrationality -
that is it is undemocratic, centralist,
leads to a concentration of resources and
power, and legitimises the erosion of libe@'
in the interests of ósecurityô.

The role of a pressure group operating with?
in a pluralist framwork is obviously suspect,
given the nature of the interests underlying
the nuclear industry. Though it would be mis~
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leading to suggest that any consensus is em-
erging within the Safe Energy Group as to
what form a politically relevant role ghguld
take ( nor is any rigid consensus sought), a
range of activities has developed which
reflect this concern:
- Challenging assumptions: the appearance
of the political neutrality of the nuclear
issue is maintained by treating certain
factors ( closely related to underlying
interests) as ógivens' and therefore beycnd
the scope of the debate ð the projected _

A heedó of industry for vast increases in
available power is an obvious example. At
the level of the local political scene, pro-
posed nuclear installations are often sold _
to local people on the grounds that they
will benefit the local economy. This assum-
ption is rarely challenged, though consider-
able evidence exists to indicate its
dubious validity. One of our prime tasks
must be to collect and use such evidence in
a continual attempt to óexposeô the assum-
ptions on which the unuclear case rests,
thereby making explicit the political C
choices involved. A

- Disseminating basic knowledge; trying to
raise the level of awareness of nuclear
issues through the media, leafletting,
street theatre and so on. *

ð óConsciousness raisingó amongst ourselves
by increasing our own level of knowledge.
We have organised regular workshops meetings
on different aspects of nuclear power and
its implications.

- Direct Action; for example, our particip-
ation in the occupation of the Torness site
in May. We will also ne heavily committed
to fighting the proposal to bury nuclear
waste at Widmerpool.

The group is always receptive to new ideas
and to criticism. We meet on the lst and 3rd
Wednesday in every month at 8pm in

ú,~,,..è.;~,..-,-è..-.-.t1/L "la-e:.Ã'.s(--,9 G'o~=-5&9-.CÂ ' , and new

people are very welcome. For further infor-
mation contact Ouroboros, Mansfield Road
(Tel. 49016)

Peter Totterdill ( who is
solely responsible for these views, which are
are not necessarily shared by anyone else in
the group).
1

See, for example, Ian Bgeach Windsale
(Fallout, Penguin (1978). E.g. Jurgen
Habermags Legitimation Crisis, Hehemann
(l976). David Elliott The Politics of._____7Ta_u___L_
Nuclear Power, Pluto (1978). Economist
Intelligence Unit, Employment Consequences
of Major Construction Work in North Wales
(1972) V

T.U.C. DAY OF.ACTION ð wsowssoav 14th MAY. T.U.COUNCIL HAS BOOKED THE MARKET souass
FOR A MASS RALLY AT LUNCH TIME.
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