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full story on p9 B 28 “
CLAREMONT SCHOOL SAVED .' e
New Technology =Big Brother? « Housing Cuts in Nottm. -+ Job Loss inTextiles
118 Workshop at Home & Abroad = Nuckear Power& Political Action
Steel in E.Midlands - New lechnology & Women - Lots More Besides!




118 WORKSHOP AT HOME...

A new centre called the 118 Workshop has

been established at 118 Mansfield Road to
make available research, information and
printing facilities to Nottingham's

community groups and trade unions. The 118
Workshop will be staffed by 3 full time
workers wha, apart from running the centre
will concentrate on issues of poverty, ~
health and safety at work, employment and the
local economy and public services. The centre
aims to work on these issues in close co-~op-
eration with groups of tenants and residents
women, ethni¢ groups, the unemployed, un-
organised workers and trades unionists.

The centre will be able to assist such
groups by providing a wide range of
information based on relevant pamphlets,
books, periocdicals, newspaper cuttings,
reports, council minutes and documents
for local groups to refér to, to use
in their campaigns and to keep themselves
informed of developments in their area of
work or interest.

The centre will also be offering assistance
to groups in developing campaigns strategies
and organisation by sharing information

and experience and linking work :place and
community groups.

Background research on problems and issues
which affect local people will be undert-
aken to help workers and community groups
investigate the facts about their work-
place, industry and neighbourhood. Also

118 Workshop will help to assess the sign-—-
ificance and implications of economic and
political decisions ( from local to intern-
ational) on their jobs, services and their
community.

CQURSES

The centre will be running courses, disc-
ussions and workshops as a means of deve-
loping a collective understanding of issues
which affect local groups. Additionaly, the
cettre hopes to publish a series of inform-
ation sheets on relevant local issues which
groups may find useful.

Grogps wanting to use the 118 Workshop will
be éhcouraged to acquire the necessary
skills for producing their own leaflets,
posters, newspapers etc. Once affiliated to
the centre, groups will be able to use the
wide range of machinery available such as
duplicators, typewriters, printing presses

and so on, with one of the 118 Workshop
workers available to offer instruction and
assistance as necessary.

CENTRE NOT A NEW IDEA

The centre is not an entirely new idea.
Since 1977 , a resources centre for commun-—
ity groups has existed, and a research and
information service called Nottingham Work-
shop has been operating since 1978, working
mafﬁxy with trades unions, Now these two
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organisations have merged reflecting their
close informal links and overlap of function.
But this has only been afte¢r 18 months of
extreme hardship both for the 118 Centre
itself and its user groups. This hardship
has been caused by a despérate shortage of

funds which meant poor and inadequate
provision of facilities. Now the situation
is different. Time and money exists to
offer resources of a better quality and of

‘a more comprehensive range.

MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTABLE TO GROUPS

At the moment 118 Workshop has an interim
management committee but they are c¢lear that
both the resources within the centre and
their use should be accountableto groups
within the local labour and community move-
ment. Both groups and individuals will be

able to affiliate to the 118 Workshop

provided that they are not racist or sexist, *
or engaged in purely party political or
religious activities. However, the managem-
ent committee itself will be composed of
represenatives of affiliated groups but with
limited scope for individual involvement.
Affiliation fees range from £3 to £50
depending upon applicants resources and

size.

Though funding . until 1983 seems secure
118 Workshop are keen to develop alternative
sources of funding. War on Want cannot fund
all our activities and besides we wish
ultimately to become self-supporting. Such
alternative sources might be in the labour
movement or what is known as the 'Network'
with which the 118 Workshop is assodated.
This is a group of similar research -and
resource centres which is being developed



at the moment. The Network will be' looking
for funding possibley at home and abroad,
possibley on the basis of inter-project work.
For the present however, additional income
from teaching fees, affiliations, research
commissions, student placement fees and

TCT

From the start the 118 Workshop intends to
develop and interntional and Third World
perspective to its work. The reasons for
this are clear. The economic and political
forces shaping the Nottingham scene are
international in scope. There are transnat-
ional firms operating in Nottingham like
Boots, Raleighs
and Players (Imperial Group ) which view
this area as just one part of their global
operations. Equally these firms are affected
by the activities of other transnationals,
the decisions of overseas governments, and
developments in international markets.
Clearly these will have implications
for employment and the local economy in

Nottingham. So, whether we produce, what we
produce, how it is produced, *hoa» it is
marketed, how the profits are used all pose
questions as pelevantto our owa deor step as
to the global village.

118 Workshop intends to explore these aspects

in a number of ways. Firstly within the
centre itself a room will be devoted to
promoting and displaying information about
what is happening in the Third World and the
effect of local andnational factors have

on the Third World.

(Tube Investments), Plessey,

sales of publications will have to be found.

*If you want to apply for affiliation or want

...AND ABROA

more details, why not drop into 118 Workshop

(118 Mansfield Road) or ring Nottingham
582369.

Local firms will be looked at to assess .
their contribution to Third World development
and underdevelopment. For example, Boots

sell a pain killer (Phenacitin) in India
that is banned as unsafe in this country.

Meetings and day schools will be organised
on these sort of issues.
118 Workshop itself will attempt to

establish links with organisations similar
to itself overseas and will also encourage
local groups of workers and residents to
establish international links in order to
share information and experience. 118 Work-
shop will be able to help with contacts,
background information, translations and so
on.

War on Want provides finatvial backing to the
118 Workshop. War on Wants concern is to
fight poverty, poor health and distress,
primarily in the Third World but they are
aware that such conditions exist in this
country as well. It is for this reason that

War on Want are supporting the 118 Works-
shop.

If you have any ideas as to how we might
usefully take up Third World .issues or
want more information contact us on
Nottingham 582369.

- ABOUT NOTTINGHAM BULLETIN

This is the first Nottingham Bulletin of
1980. It is produced jointly by the Nottm
Trades Union Council, the Cuts Committee
and the 118 Workshop. It is open to con-
tributions and the individual articles do
not necessarity reflect the views of any
of the above groups. If the information
or ideas important to you are not here
then get in touch. Either write and art-
icle, supply us with information or send
a letter. ’ |

...deadl ines 21st March

e

CHANGING THIS BULLETIN

You may have noticed a change in format
this time. The Editorial Group wants to
see the Bulletin become more informative,
easier to read and more able to serve the
activities of its readers. Please contrib-
ute.

HELP WITH NOTTINGHAM BULLETIN

Please write for, supply information to,
help produce AND SELL THE BULLETIN.
Either phone or write in.






















































