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Nottingham & Nottinghamshire

WORKING WITH REFUGEES
AND ASYLUM SEEKERS

B As we go to press, the much criticised
voucher system is under review, with a
consultation = document from the
Government due in autumn. Amongst
others, welcome changes are expected in
relation to the rights of asylum seekers to
find paid or voluntary work in their first
six months ot residence. However, the
promise of a ‘tougher’ regime for failed
asylum seekers is worrying. The
experience of many asylum seekers is of a
perfunctory and often hostile asylum
process. Consequently, the notion of a
‘failed’ asylum seeker is a politicaily
charged one; and plans to increase
detention and forcible removal should be
of serious concern to all of us.

However, what the review does show is
that the Government is not immune to
active pressure. As more people get
involved with the asylum issue, asylum
seekers continue to organise their own
resistance, as recent hunger strikes at

Liverpool = (Walton), Haslar and
Lindholme detention centres/prisons
show. Solidarity is what asylum

campaigning is all about — solidarity with
these and other ar* =ns; and everyday
solidarity with people who are trying to
get their lives together, often against the
backdrop of threatened deportation.

Meanwhile, the tragic murder of Firsat
Yildiz in Sighthill in Glasgow raises a
number of issues, not least that of how

asylum scekers are supported within

economically stretched communities and
how those communities are supported in
accommodating asylum seekers. In

Sighthill, it seems little was done to pre-
empt the resentment of local residents
who have coped for years with inadequate
housing when they saw unoccupied flats
being made ready for newcomers. Those
of us active in the asylum rights
‘movement’ need to be sensitive to the
fact that the poverty and conflict that
causes people to seek asylum, though
much worse in their country of origin, can
also be found closer to home. We
welcome the recent joint demonstration
by Sighthill residents — refugees and non-
refugees alike — for better conditions for
all.

Of course, there are those who will use
Sighthill to stoke the fires of moral panic.
Some argue that their rhetoric is designed
to stop folks recognising what they have
in common. They may be right.

Sighthill, racism and asylum

seekers in Glasgow
Positive Action in Housing
www.paih.org.uk, Glasgow Asylum
Rights Campaign, 146 Holland St Glasgo
G24NG

Liverpool Hungerstrikers anc

other campaigns
National Coalition of Anti-Deportation
Campaigns (North West), 110 Hamstead
Rd Birmingham B20 2QS
ncadc@ncadc.org.uk
Greg Dropkin, Merseyside Against
Detention. gregd@gn.apc.org
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Mahmut and Zeyneb Alpdogan and
their children, a Kurdish family from
Northern Kurdistan in Turkey, have
been living in Nottingham since
December 2000. Between 1981 and
1996, the Turkish military frequently
came to the family’s village, arresting
and beating up villagers. Mahmut was
detained twice and badly beaten. In
December 1996, soldiers came to
arrest him on the basis of a statement
made by a member of a Kurdish
nationalist organisation that he had
stayed one night at the Alpdogan
house. Mahmut was not at home and
they detained his wife for 3 days at the
local barracks. It was at this point that
the family decided to flee Turkey.
They first went to Germany. Their
application for asylum was refused and
three years later they lost their appeal
and were told that they would be
returned to Turkey. They then fled to
England to seek asylum here. They
spent a few months in London before
coming to Nottingham as part of the
Home Office dispersal programme.
Mr. Alpdogan is not in good health
and is receiving treatment here. The
children have settled well in school
and have made friends.

The family’s application for asylum
was refused but they were given a
further 3 months to make their case
after an intervention by John Heppell
MP. Their second interview was due to
take place on August 18" at Dover but
Continued on page 2
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but in the week prior to this date they received a letter telling them to present
themselves at Stansted Airport for deportation to Germany on August 21%. An
application for judicial review has now been launched by their solicitor so the
deportation order has been stayed until-their case goes to the High Court.

The letters below were sent by the two younger children to John Heppell in

early July.

———
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A campaign is being
launched to prevent the
deportation of the
Alpdogan family.

If you would like to be
involved or to receive
further information,
telephone Myra on
9603355, or Rob

on 0794 674844.

Letters of protest should be
sent to: Lord Rooker,
Minister for Citizenship and
immigration, The Home
Office, 50 Queen Anne’s
Gate, London SWI1H 9AT.

You will need to mention the family’s Home Office reference
number in your letter which is A1078481. It would be extremely
helpful if you could send a copy of your letter to:

The Alpdogan Family Campaign, c/o NNRF, 67 Lower
Parliament Street, Nottingham, NG1 3BB. Donations to the
campaign will be extremely welcome since we will need to print
leaflets and petitions and fund other campaign expenses. Please
make cheques payable to Refugee Campaign Group.

Please Act quickly as the situation is becoming urgent




NNRF Annual General
Meeting- July 7", 2001

The AGM was held at the YMCA and
attended by 28 individual members and
representatives of organisations. The
meeting began in the traditional way
with reports from the Chair, Secretary
and Treasurer of the Forum. They
outlined a busy formative year, during
which the Forum has grown to over 100
members and raised a substantial
amount of money through subscriptions,
donations and grants. @ The Chair
outlined progress to date on securing a
building for a drop-in centre, and other
members of the management committee
reported on the practical support
extended to Notts asylum seekers and
the ways in which asylum seekers
themselves are meeting together and
identifying their needs. The activities of
the NNRF are documented in the
Annual Rep~rt 2000-2001, copies of
which are still available from the
Secretary, Linda East.

The formal part of the meeting
concluded with the election of officers
and members of the management
committee. Mike Scott, Bob Crane and
Linda East were re-elected as Chair,
Treasurer and Secretary respectively.
The following members of the Forum
were elected to the management
committee: Nawzad Awchi; Sam Azad;
Patsy Brand; Jeff Cohen; Gary
Freeman; Pete Loewenstein; Rajeev
Nath; Rob Peutrell; Debbie Ross;
Patricia Stoat and Myra Woolfson.
Barrie Brazier (Nottingham and District

New Premises

Racial Equality Council), Bea
Tobolewska (Nottingham City Arts) and
Krista Blair have been co-opted onto the
management committee and Fatma
Kayhan has agreed to join as a further
representative of Notts refugee
communities.

The second half of the meeting was
spent in three workshops addressing
issues around 1) campaigning, 2)
priorities for the NNRF in the coming
year and 3) volunteering to work with
asylum seekers. Feedback from the
three groups showed that valuable
discussion had taken place and members
were better informed on the issues that
concerned them. Before leaving, those
attending the AGM were asked to sign
up if they wished to become more active
in volunteering with the NNRF and to
identify any particular skills or
resources they could bring to the Forum.
It was noted that that it has been
difficult to identify a role for volunteers
in the first year of the NNRF, but that
opportunities will expand rapidly once
the drop-in centre is open and the co-

ordinator appointed.
Linda East
Secretary, NNRF

NNRF has now signed the lease on a building, which will be familiar to many
readers of this new~" ‘er — 118 Mansfield Road. The City Council have given it a
bit of a makeover since it was the community resource centre but it still needs a
lick of paint so we don’t yet have a moving in date. We will mail all members
when we do. A half-time worker has just been appointed. His role will include

recruiting and supporting
volunteers and helping to
manage the building. So there
should be 'ots of changes in the
near future and more
opportunities to get involved.
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Karnival 2000

We have been awarded a grant of £500
by the University of Nottingham
Karnival 2000 appeal for which we are
very grateful. The money is to organise
a big social and cultural event which we
hope will bring together refugees from
many of the different countries who are
now living in Nottingham (estimates are
that this is now 40 countries) to enjoy
an evening of international music and
dance.

Harassment

A number of refugees have experienced
harassment from the employees of one
of the private firms contracted by the
Home Office to provide housing for
dispersed asylum seekers. At the time of
writing, two of the employees have been
arrested by the police and released on
bail pending further enquiries.

Summer events

Nottingham celebrated Refugee Week

with music and dancing in the Market

Square on 24" June, led by Kurdish
== musician Kirwan Nanakali.

The Street Music Festival was
held over the same weekend and
used the opportunity to support
Nottingham refugees both by
raising money for NNRF and by
featuring Kurdish music and
dance. NNRF is grateful for all
their support.

Refugee Cafes in Nottingham, a church-
supported group, organised a series of
picnics and English practice classes
during August. |

The Tuesday Refugee Club, which is a
self-organised group, supported by
members of NNRF, had a picnic in
Wollaton Park on Bank
Holiday Saturday.
About 40 families
attended, including
many families
with children







