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NEWSLETTER AND INFORMATION SHEET  i *Â ;fñin
no #. phone 71756 or 600337 it V A ;s~i}

c/o #1 Cope St., Hyson Green.

OPEN LETTER

This newsletter came~together"abbýtòtwo months ago because some people
new to Nottingham and some not.sÂ-new, felt it was hard to find out about
local political activity.
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óI How much resistance is there to clearance schemes or to rent increases?
How effectively are people pressing for more and better nursury provis-
ion or abortion on demand? Whatts going on in the conflict in the Vict-
oria Centre between the management and the (mainly black) youths who
find itLa?gbod}ówarm-piadeýtoime®tithbirtfriends? How easily can someone
contact a gay liberation group? What are the effects of redundancies at
Plessey and in the hosiery trade? How do the various active groups and
individuals link up with what's happening? i

The newsletter has been fairly well received with donations and kind
words coming easily. rues seems torshowtthe need for better channels of" ýñWñ4
communication; (why do people communicate so l ittle at the moment?)
However, we're not at all sure that it should continue in its present
form - or even at all. In the last few issues we've tried to do at least
two things:- -

* A news summary has been written using the Evening Post. This
is obviously very limited because the Post is a reactionary
paper and because the summary isn't based on direct contact
with those in the item. However, it tries to present what's '
happening l0Âally in general - which otherwise might be total-
ly ignored. V

5 * we've tried to encourage active groups and individuals to use
it as a way of explaining their aims and their problems to a

g_ wider audience. Exploring the problems of activity. Collectiv-
,&' ely and honestly (without presenting a false front) is vital

to finding out how to move forward.
w,,_ . CONTINUED.HALF-WAY_DOWN,NEXT PAGE_ L? 4 .n
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PICKET OF THE COUNTY HOTEL , Saturday 713th December 1975 .- a I ' , '
Two residents associations and Nottingham studentsó union decided toó
stage a picket of the condemned County Hotel to protect at the Council's
priorities. With an increase in the Council waiting list of 13% last year
to 12,217 it was felt that money should be spent on more, and improved
housing, rather than a 55m prestige Festival Hall complex which is prop-
osed for the site of the County Hotel.

I

Seventy people turned up on the Saturday morning with placards and banners
displaying slogans such as óHousing before Prestige Projectsô and óUse the
County Hotel as a refuge for battered wives and homeless familiesó.
Amazingly, the front door was open. Building contractors were ripping out
the interior. The protestors hurriedly conferred and decided not to take
the opportunity to walk in the front door and occupy the building. The
reason was it was felt there had not been sufficient preperation for a
squat.

The Evening Post sent along a photographer who duly posed the pickets in a
photogenic group around the entrance. It was a waste of time because no
picture appeared in the paper. In fact, the total publicity was a couple of
column inches and a brief mention on local radio.

This raises the whole question of the method of campaigning on local, polit-
ical issues such as housing and social rights. The exercise makes one ask
whether these seventy committed persons who attended the picket might have g
been better employed working in a slum clearance area knocking on doors to Q
explain to people their housing rights and encourage them to form their own
independent resident's organisation. I  

_I

The purpose,of the pisketWN@5.t0 Eþin publicity in the local (pro-establish-
-ment) media. The results of the 70ñpersbnlhours activity were pathetic. E 1

' .-Meanwhile, the Council is preparing to move in with the bulldozers and press
on with the Festival Hall complex from which private contractors will make
a fixed 12% profit whatever the cost. Consultant architects have already
been paid Ã119,400 for three months work. Yet the Council have just axed
Community Centres at Top Valley and Queen's Drive. Whose interests are the
Council-representing? Big Business or the working people of Nottingham?

+1ó ' _' ~_

CONTINUED FROM OVER PEEEM W h*Mm%ýñ*Eñýñýôñ~ñ*"~ñ_~

BOO or 400 copies have been distributed free each fortnight through Down
to Earth, Pathfinder and Mushroom Shops as well as meetings and friends.
A small number of people havingdone the typing and duplicating.

WHAT NOW? -

The most important issue seems to be what activity and ideas lead to worth
while and effective change? If this newsletter remains 'worthwhi1e' it should
continue. However, there is no God Given reason why it should; other changes f
such as more direct contact between activists, or a Nottm-based paper, or a Ä
political discussion group could make it redundant. q

iè

1

We're not at all sure what the next step should be? So we've produced this
issue for three weeks and arranged a meeting to discuss the next step. It's
unlikely that the newsletter will continue if it's left to us
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S0:- PLEASE DO COME TO THE MEETING STATE YOUR VIEWS

Do you find it useful? Is there something else you'd like to
see happen? Instead? As well?

NEWSLETTER MEETING WEDNESDAY 21st January
t E "òñ ò1O Milner Rd., Sherwood, Nottm, 8.00

p d "'ñ   i (catch any Arnold bus up Mansfield Rd) N
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p,s. One way it might develop is to carry more critical information, for
example, reviews, letters and articles which take a political position. At
the same time, interviews with Hosiery workers, tenants etc might be useful

A QUETE FROM QESQERATE CB1; "It must be the revolutionaries and not the
fascists who bring to the level of political consciousness, the questions
that are usually considered personal, and begin to fight for a new self ident-
ity, the iþsntity of the class for itself"
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IF YOU DON'T HIT IT...IT WON'T FALL
page 3

GAY WORKING PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN

The Gay Working People's Campaign has been set up by gay women and men
active in trade union and union gay caucuses to work out a policy and
strategy which will enable gay people to take a more active part in
the labour movement, and at the same time to encourage (through joint
discussion and action) trade unionists to take up a position of
defense of gay people which goes beyond tolerance, well-intentioned lib-
eralism or ógay rightsó. We see our contribution as a more positive one
than simply joining the end of a demonstration and providing the eye-
shadow. Coming out for us is a process of political education, not only
for ourselves, but for our comrades in TUs etc., and it will be by stating
our position on many issues (not solely ógayó ones) that can contribute
to

We
on
by
We
at

the strength of our movement.

have organised a national conference, which will take place in Leeds
February 14th/15th at the Polytechnic, and which has been supportedó
resolutions from local branches and from recognised TU gay groupings.

are holding a National Conf. Planning meeting here in Nottingham
the International Community Centre on Jan 10th from 10 to 6 pm

where we will be deciding on the structure and content of the Feb Conf.

We welcome the growing support of gay working púOplú.&nd their trade
unions with their personal contributions and also (which is very import-
ant) their union backing.

If you would like to contact us for more information on our campaign etc
please do so via the People's Centre and we will send you a copy of our
newsletter. There is still time perhaps for further resolutions to be
gotten through at branch level and at Trades Council etc., and we feel
that support of an actual event with positive feedback to the membership
is much more likely to raisegthe issue in a meaningful way than something
negotiated at óhigh levels of union managementó.

It is also important to remember that the campaign is not yet fully
worked out, and don't yet plan to relate only to one section of the gay
community. So if you are wageless workers, we still welcome your support
criticism and involvement. we intend to get together leaflets on óHow
to work in TUsó óSexism in the work laceó óLesbians and Workó and aP
host of other captivating subjects. All these, and related subjects will
be discussed at the Nottingham and Leeds meetings, so please come along
and join us.

GAY POWER TO THE STRUGGLE. HAY WORKERS UNITELL Roneo (GWPC)

NATIQNAL CONFERENCE in LEEDS PLANNING MEETING Nottingham GWPC
'1 ' _| '5FEB qgth/15th P01 technic International Comm c/o People s Centre

Y Centre Jan 10th 53 Mansfield no
@ Nottingham

THE BUILDING N

"What building?" Well, a large building consisting of a large hall and 6 rooms

is available in Nottingham, of all places, for left/alternative people andZor
groups. A meetigg has been arranged at the PEQPQÄtÄJQÄNTRÄ on Iii lýfh Janè

JANUARY at 8Ä.m.
If you're interested in using it or working to get it together come to the
meeting or phone either 600537 or 71756. If anyone has any usuable khOW]QþgQ/.
skills - e.g. heating, etc. we'd love to hear from you.
Some ideas for the building that have been talked about are: meetings, for
different groups, social centre, workshops- prmnti ng,pottery, painting,
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