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This is the sixth 'If you don't hit it..:' newsletter.

Its aim is to act as a channel of communication between
different grouns and individuals 1n Nottingham,

We hone this will include both information of camnaigns, nickets,; me~tings,
demonstrations, and give wider ideas and views ~n airing.

If you find the newsletter useful, nlease pass it ony to friends, comrades,
neighbours, strangers, any one. We c~n only afford to nrint » limited
number of conies, and still keep it free, so it's im»ortant that e=2ch cony
gcts to as many people 28 possible. |

We need heln, money and information. If you can offer any of these, nleesc
contact 600337 or 602510,

The next meeting is on Tuesday 23rd March at 8»m, at
8 Foxhall Road, Forest Fields.
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Uadweegity srooals Dy the 1&,Lq; "Eoslish Studeats? fﬁVuﬂant", there was
a “csncert 3 4 progre331ve qusic and theatre". About 100 peonle attended
~a perfornance of music by Peoples Liboration Music and a "rchearsed rcading"
" (or play) by Recreation Ground. The audicnce were all seated in reginental
. chairs and the musicians sat on stdge bchind their nusic, Definitec barricrs.
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The nusicians (cight of thon) were billed as a "political rock" group,
but canc as near to5 rock as d> the Joystrings or any other evangelical; crus-
ading band. Therec was no mistaking the political nature of the groun,
however, with song titles such as "The Law of History", "Hail Ircland's
Glorious Martyrs" and "Revolution is the Main Trend in the World Today".

This last nentisned included tho nenorable line(s) "Bver since world war two
U.S. inmperialism and its foll:wers have been continuously launching wars of
agression', '

The overall impression we got of the group was of a contradiction
betwecn the "praosressive"intention of the lyrics and the inherent conserve
atisn of the nusic. Perhaps this is not .so surprising considering the sub-
jects covered. To convey abstract idecas of imperialism and colonialisn in
anything but a ponderous nanncr proves tobe nearly impossible; and indced
the group was at its best when singing of individual strugzles with which
the audience and verforners could identify. |

R

The play on the other hand was a nuch better production. The proxinity

»f the action to the audience involved then nore in the spirit of things.

"United We Stand" is a short play (% hour) with five actors which is ideally
~guitod T5r small halls, cantcens or pubs.  The pl3t tontres-around a -strike
called in favour of a victimised Irish wbrker and 1nvolvps nost of the atti-
\judos >f the English towards the Irish. The daﬂga was ‘noticabld nly” by its
..abgence and yet the audience reaction was much? nsre anthusiastlc than to the

maeh nore overtly political nusic. Hunour was uscd ta'groat. advantave, (1n : :
~contrast with the deadly scriousncss of the. wu31c), and tho-standsrd of-

,,- aeting was extrencly high. Recrcation Ground is well w>ruh booking and can .
ﬂfﬁu'be;contactpd at 31 Winchester Road, London NW3 BNR (T .« 01=722 7334).
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TRANTIAN 21 i

FEND_THE

EIING

: e Thursday 12th February there was a nccting in support of the 21
4 % Iranian students who are being charged with conspiracy.to trespass following
>“”“*th01r brief, peaccful occupation of the Iranina Embassy. The ﬂeotlng was
: }poarly attbndod with only about twenty veonlc turniag u»n to hear the two
i e’ gpecakérs - one of'thﬁ was one of the defendants,mthe bthor a moubor o thc
/", Tranian 21 support group fron Shefficld. 7 WD Y 2 :
# ' The speakers talked about the repressive nature of thc Shah's reglme 1n E
++ which the sucret police (SAVAK) have imnense power, udnk)rturemaﬂﬁ murder‘of ‘
. political »~risoners is commonnlace. The 21 Iranian students are all actlve
. 8ncialists, and their occupation was pronpted by the death, apnarcnﬁly undor
i “torture, of nine Annesty Intornational” adbntud-lranlan'nulttical nrlsoners.”
It laooks very =ich as if the bringing of “the serious:charge of conspiracy,
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(which if upheld will result' in at best imprisonnent in this country, and at
worse deportation to Iran)'is not unconnected with diplonatic pressure
brought by the Shah, whosc lending of oil mwoney gives hin plenty of power over
Britain. - The cnsuing discusgsion expanded soue of these points. | |

{ ~Afew thoughts 5n the neeting. I was dlsapp01ntcd that so llttle was

"sald about’ the trial itself, and what practical help cauld be given, and also

that the whole question of the ugse of the conspiracy law , and the law in

gencral, for political ends, was not discussed. The chairnan tricd to bring’
up these oolnts but the speakers were not anxious to-discuss tioeh. Indeed

the neeting was nore about the "just struggle of the Iranian prbdlectariat"

than the issucs of conspiracy. The discussion which did occur was narred by

its narrow Marxist-Leninist verspcctive which cnabled oSne of the speakers to
clain that the question of why the Russian Revolution "went wrong" was a side
issue, despite the fact that he was advocating a Russian-style path to
socialisn for Iran, and produced algo such choice counents as "Peasants

don't have a socialist consecience®™ and "we want socialism not humanitarianisna".

There. were a nuaber: of questiang I would have liked to ha¥e asked, to

help ne ah‘s~'+and the Iranian situation, but quite honestly, I didn't dare
ask then as I flt that the conrades would find then silly andiirrelevant.

For: 1nst~nce”f*wanted tﬁ“kﬁﬁﬁ'ﬂa?e”ﬁho,;gfﬁf”buI%ﬁFb”“f”fhﬁ'Iranlan peonle,
their day-to—day*llfe, ‘the -influenes of ‘religion on 1life, whether thy tended
to live co-operatively or competitively, and so on. I wanted to know
whether the "nath to socialisn™would involve industrialisation and regression -
to a western-style "civilization"-and if so what justification could be offered
for thise Alsog what about Iran's role as an oil producer "after the revolution"?

However, I do know that Iran is a really heavy place now, and that 21
people are being persecuted here in Britain for their political beliefs, on
behalf of the Shahe The defendant was incredibly courageous and sincere and

1 urge DeSple to sunoort the Cannalgn 1n sunnert of hin and his 20 co—defend—

O.Lts °

+ L >

Since this article was written, the charges against gll 21 Iranidns
have been drooped! . This. is not a vietory howevers  The Rl are still hunted
by the Shit (oops sorry - I won't ecrase that onel), and other ways of attack-
ing then will no doubt be founde The use of congpiracy to trespass charges
will' not cease; cither. The reasons for dropping these¢ narticular charves a4l
rclated to the circunistances of this case (that nany of the defendants
couldn't be brought to England for the trial, that the trespass in question
was nitigated by its brief-and peaceful nature\ In otherwrds the case
forning the precedent, KAMARA v, DPP , is still 1ntact.

La 1utte contlnuel ok e et Mo h ki "

- BOYCOTT OF CHILEAN GOODS
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On Saturday 21st February a picket took place at the Parliament Street
Entrance of the Victoria Centre. The prgr.mora.of.usﬂ(lncluding sone
children) present gave out leaflets printing dut the nature of the regime
in Chile and demanding a boycott 6f Chllean goods as well ds no armns
sales, (itts reprlnted at the bottom of this report).

RAVELS SHOE SHOP, which sells ‘Chilean-made shoes,'ls 1n81de the Vlctorla
Centre where g1V1ng out leaflets is forbidden. For an hour we stayed out-
side but then with placards raised, we walked:in, Immediately, half a
dozen panlcklng security guards and policemen stood in our path and sent
us back. ~

Whlle the magorlty dlscussed what to do ;next and the number of securlty
people increased a few sneaked in the Centre another” way and stood out51de

Ravels for 10 minutes, showing the placards and givifg out the remalnlng

leaflets: The picket soon ended as the leaflets ran out (Soory anybody
who missed it).




























