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The seventh issue of "IF YOU DON'T
HIT IT . . . " spews forth from the
loosest collective ever to hawe gatbcﬁd l
under half a dozen roofs,

It's purpose, as always, is to
provide information and comnidation
about what is happening locally and
provide a platform for ideas which we -
feel are worth reading about/discussing/
criti.cising/acting upon,

For a nownlottor like this, money,
help and in.f.orn@tion are always needed,
We need money to buy stensils and paper,
but most of all "IF YOU DON'T HIT IT ..,"
neeis new pecple and new ideas in order
to justify its existance,

If you'd like to help in any way,
please contact Nottm. 600337

or

602510

###  PASS IT QN 1w«




There are as far as I know 3 seperate food coops. in Nottingham at the moment. Two of
them began just before Xmas '25 and the third a few weeks ago. All 3 are situated near
the centre of Nottingham. At the moment the only connection between them is that they
originally developed from each other and that some people know each other froom different
groups. b i Iy

I believe this is the second attempt in Nottingham to get something together foodwise.
The previous attempt ended about a year ago and had been going for over a year. Basically
it was organised like the present ones. .- ' e

HOW IT WORKS : - 3
Each household has a duplicated form. On this form are a list of fruit, vegetables and
eggs and bread. Wholefoods are not really touched because Down to Earth sell it nice
and cheap and its a pleasant experience walking down Hockley knowing you're human about
to bump into others you know or don't know or perhaps drifting to Snienton market on a -
Saturday or Monday morning. Beside each feood are the.prices from last week i.e. 7p Ilb
of potatoes, 2 granary. Next to this you fill in the quantity you want; in the next
column you add it up, then add the total at the bottom, add or subtract the amount from
last weeks order i.e. credit /debit and then add 10p for expenses, that is petrol,
‘elec. and to cover any wastage. It sounds quite complicated I suppose, but most things
are and when you do it it works and has its own momentum. '

At the back of most of the order forms it tells you how it works: |

Friday 6-8 p.m. Orders: Complete the order form including seasonal things you might
like- if enough is ordered new things can be bought, then add up the cost of everything
according to last week's prices.Take the money and form to the 'collating House' ' before
8p.ml (Households volunteer to do this, as all things) 4 4 £
ROTA: At the collating house there is the food coop book which has in it a rota ofu
jobs to be filled in for the next two months or so;’ each hdéusehold using fheé“coop will
be expected to sign up for a job at least every.:2 or 3 weeks. S

Any credit or debit you might have from last week.is recorded in this book and settled

up with you when you bring your order on Friday night.

COLLBTING: The job of the collators is to receiye the ordees, make sure the people sign :
up for jobs, and that those doing jobs the following day hav'nt forgotten about it. %
ADDRESS VALUE OF ORDER CREDIT/DEBIT MONEY TAKEN

House at Pooh Corner . £3,72p+ 32p - £3.40p.

This means that the House at Pooh Corner ordred £3.72 penceworth of food, but as they
had 32p cedit from la8t week,:they only actually paid £3.4O0p.

~-When all the orders are in, the collators total up the amount of each item that has
been ordred (e.g. 52 lbs carrots, 24 doz. eggs, etc.) and take this together with the
money and the food coop book round to the people going to the market the next morning,
before 10p.m. so that they can get some sleep. (What often happens is that the people
going down to the market go to the collators house to pick it op)att - P
SATURDAYS: 5 6a.m. BUYING # A driver and a loader take a van to Sneinton market and |
buy-the fruit and veg, On the way back they drop in the bread order at Flewitt's and then ~
deliver the fruit and veg. to the coops basement/room. They work out this’ weeks prices
and make sure they are clearly chalked on the board (for the packers). They also leave
a note for the packers explaining which things have to be rayioned, what there is none .

of and what surplus there is to be sold of, ‘ ' | :

At 9a.m. they buy the eggs from the Cattle Market (off London Rd.) AR

o . 10-12 a.m. PACKING: Begins with the collection of the bread from Flewitts. :Thé .+
packers*then make up each order and then put it into the box, work out Ehet Hew tota)l, . !

cost of that order based on this weeks prices y work out the‘predit or debit for that
household and record it in the food coop booke. ‘
 ©12-2 p.m. CLEARING UP: The old form goes into the household's box together

gith a new order form with the new prices on. They encourage the surplus food to be
bought « Then they sweep up, put any food on the compost heap out the back, ensure

that any surplus food is in a dry place off the floor and clean scales and work surfaces..
Periodical Jobs: Rewriting and duplicating order forms, making notices, helping maintain
the van, calling meetings. CCCCCCCCCCCEceOINIIIMIINM |

Collating semms to be very satisfying in terms of meeting at least one person from

every household involved in the coop and trying to add the orders up at the end is

always amazingly funny or infuriating=- the amounts never seem to add up the same even

if you use a pocket calculator. To use one seems to be very advisable if§ one has alot

of orders- around 20 and over.

Buying can be beautiful on crisp mornings drifting around the wholesalers in a dreamy
haze having struggled up and out of bed at nearer 6 than 5 a.m. Then having another
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eup of hot tea at the cafe filled with wholesalere, rcbailere cuming to do what you've -
just done and the odd early riser who wase woken by the cold or the dreams or the desires,
For the driver and loader(e) its the start to a long and fruitful (ugh) day.

It'11 cost you 10p. to get the motor into the Cattle Market where you :2n have another
cup of tea.

The wholesalers at Sneinton Market are generally nice people, although you get some

who wont sell you stuff because they don't see you as a whe rétailer. But you get

into going to particular blkes. Get the info. from previous drivers. One bloke called
Wilf suggested buying the stuff at a store next door to the food wholesalers on

Carlton Hill. That way one could get all the food together and nearer the quantities

one wants. One of the Coops is looking into this one, but some people "hink that it

gets away from the real usual activity of buying as the other retailers do. Some people
are more into the idea of cheaper food than othecrs ~131le others are more into the
importance of sharing the experience of getting ic:. together ourselves as thus cutting
out retailing ripp-~offs. | S

You generally can make a saving of around 30%. Spuds can be 10-12p. for 1lb in the shops
but if you go over Bobbers Mill bridgs to the corner of the ring road you can get them
for 63p. This is all in bulk of course, You can't get 10 oranges. Toh7 come in certain
quantities~ potatoes 561bs., carrots 28lbs., sprouts 20lbs, oniox.. o158 or half that 1
think, mushrooms 3lbs,, apples 30 lbs., cauliflowers in dozens, Ou\= boxes are near
enough the same price but the 'count' varies, 66 big ones, 156, 1380.

The basic food bought is potatoes, onions, cabbage, carrots, cauliflower, leeks,parsnips,
swedes, turnips, sprouts, beetroot, bread~- granary and large brown, apples, oranges,
satsumas, bananas, mushrooms, tomatoes, grapefuit (mmmmmmmm} !:) and eggs.

I'm pretty certain people's diet has improved aﬁ&’peoPIe seem to be getting more

aware of what they are shovelling inside themselves. People are into swedes, turnips,
leeks, and grapefruits (mmmmm I love 'em).

Some people have talked about growing food for the coop but as far as I know there has
not been anything done except 2 Phils are growing some food on the small plot behind
the basement of our coop. There has also been talk about buying other goods like cans,
bottles of things, toilet rolls, eté. from a cash & carry store. If people need or use
them it seems worthwhile.

One of the difficult problems with the coop as with all forms of organization which

have any semblance of control by those in it is learning responsibility for it and

thus sharing. Some people seem to do more tham others or think they do, some feel more
responsible for it and its not only in their heads.S-me do more *than cthers, and I

think that's why the food coop of a couple of years ago packed up; benuase it got more
and more dependent on particular people. But I suppose that's all part of the process

of learning. This is important as is also buying food cheaper and‘'so cutting out the
middle-men. Some would ‘drop out of it if it got dearer; that's understandable especially
if you've got a family whether kids or adults. Although I get alot from it when I do
things I quite miss trundling through the Vicky market, eating me peas and pushing Scan
trolleys- Sometimes anyway.
££££££££££???????????££££££££££?????????£££££££????????£££££££??????????????????????????
If you want to know more about food coops or want a chat about getting it off the

ground you can phone us at "If you don't hit it..." 600337 or 602510.

L

ASK ME ANOTHER SILLY QUESTION |

Arecent opinion poll survey carried out in

Italy by the political weekly L' Espresso

asked the question which type of coalition would

be the most suitable form of Government in the

present "crisis's The second largest result

wert i, - Copeunist Party-Socialist Party coalition (20%).
The larg:zst result (27%) went to those who gave no ancwer to
this stupid question. Let's call it unconscious positivism.

EDOD e parm W v m AT v e S G 0GR P NS

A Couple of very good books
I've recently come across: -
"Cnllectives in the Spanish Revolution" by

Span%ards who 0T collccvives together in the mid-30's on the land, factory, trams,
hospitals, boot and shoamakers, medecine, etc., Nitty Gritty details of real people

| | e - :
zgi p%gesfgxwah. seiddnnlfoo - Crder them through Mushroom.
peogleggg?wn Revolution Ly Vonin, ‘I thinkj tng ovisr vavolutiln ., Zussia= by the



17 JOU QOB"C LU 10 & o &

POLICE SHUNNED ~ .

A £25,000 advertising campaign to attract young black recruits to. the Metoaiitan
Pc:ice did not produce a single applicant, (Guardian)
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Soohdvert for thé Py
FIGHT T LIVE'CANPAIGN

| The Claimants Union Movement recently held a conference and carried on with
the "Tight to Live" Campaign. This is for employed and unemployed and deu:niss
1) A living income - job or no job |
2) Useful work - end wage slavery
3) Higher social security
| Affiliated (official) Claimants Unions are made up of groups of pear..=. . g1
soc--1 security who have got together to help each other and to, fight coilcehigely
rcur the four demands known as the |

 CLAIMANTS CHARIER

1) "hs right to an adequate income without neans test for all people;
2) & goecialist society in which all necessities are provided free and which 1s
rvro-2d and controlled directly hy the people; s i | |

> - secrets and the right to full information;

. ... distinction between the so-called deserving and undeserving.

Tor more information contact Midlands Comordinator, Newtown C,U.,
4 -:rlyle Road, Birminghan 16, Phone 021 455 0566. | |
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FESTIVALS-. AVD THEY ARE FREE}

Rerz:cber, Remember the 5th festival, :
Rerzober Windsor and Watchfield Free Festivals
Wz She 5th will be held this year, We don't know where yet, kut sone Pel;i2
in ‘o5tingham are into organising gigs-to raise money for the festivals.
Ti vu are interested or want to help contact: .
Dave Hayes, 27a Penryhn Terrace,
Hartley Road, Radford.

NOTT NGHAM FESTIVAL
Peltie it or not, it happens again this year wetween 12th and 27th of June.

The "orporation have obviously lost interest in it and given only £300 this rear,
A Footival Fringe Committee has got itself together and one thing they wou.c
like to see (thank you very mch) is people in their different aress putticy
things on, e.g. carnivals, fairs, etc, Perhaps people could celebrate by Tl .ng-
over /squatting in a few houses in your area, If you're interested contaci:

Chris Ryan or Ian Craig at Clarendon College, Mansfield Rd.

~ LIBZRTARIAN EDUCATION

I =i=re is such a thing, considering that education means something to da with
orizr, from the Greek, |

Weil, a group of people who are interested in this sphere are at the begin-inz cf
taliciag about helping "Libertarian Education", which is put together in Lcice:zier,
We are meeting on 5th April (I know it's gones to talk about doing a compi: ' iLsfue
for us , them and you too, The people in leicester are very keen on peopls .. cluer

‘Pan* of the country doing it themselves- writing, collecting, typing, lay:.~-2ut,
pri:.l.ng, distributing, etc. If you want to help phone 600337, or call rounz %o
25, Uhurch Drive, Carrington,



























