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INFORMATION? INFORMATION- INFORMATION+ INFORMATION

CACTL (Campaign Against a Criminal Trespass Law) hold meetings~and local action.
Phone #3081 or 602510. g ;-.F' 5 Q 7. Q T
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GAY WORKERS join the Campaign, get motions supporting gays through your
.- ó ".'-'- ' A

1_.1IllOI'lS'.Ä j__ ' ' _
1 : . ,~'_

~ ó - .'. - .. ... .

and in the Community V, '

35, Mansfield Rd-I

= - CONTACTð the Gay Workers Campaign at the People's Centre,

= SATURDAY MAY 22nd. DISCO in aid of Gay Wbrkers at the Yorker, Mansfield Rd

ló OTHER WORKERS- support the struggle of gay workers at work, in the Unions

Tel. 76410
!EEEEYÃLlTÔþRTÄE!

 WOMEN'S
Cranmer St., 10.30a.m. - 5.00p.m.

Organised by'Q Nott'm Trades Council, N.C.C.L., Wbrking

~ Campaign, and Nott'm Anti-Sex Discrimination Campaign. <

Creche provided PHONE 601 588 for more details. H

 WOMEN'S DISCO WOMEN'S DISCO
SATURDAY MAY 8th., 8p.m. at the Yorker, Mansfield Rd., Late Ben. Women Only

ô 7 ' 1 1.--\ ' 5.

WaWORKING WOMEN'S CHARTERl centeet Jane Browne+Tel. A7504.
 . ,_ .

 ñ Next Meeting wrbs MAY 12th. 8p.n. at the Women's Centre (qddress below)
NATIONAL ABORTION CAMPATGN ,coýta®ÃMeny]DennÄlly. Tel.

y most Tuesdays at the Women's Centre, 8p.m;_Chú6k above no. to make sure.
1
' -' | |- - ' ,.V Y_ . . | .*, .. _ _

- 1 ñ All welcome. "LOhO* A Q53@ò A
'. _- . . . an, _ó

. - HQ

I woMBw's LIBERATION GROUP Meets every Týýn®eey at 8p.m.
 Centre. All Women Welcome. For more details phone Rachel

O Salsedo. Nott'm A3081.
' ' . .

ADDRESS or WOMEN'S CENTRE --- 36, NEWCASTLE CHAMBERS, ANGEL ROW, (NR; BELL INN), NOTT
' 1ó

ò NOTT'M WOMEN'S LIBERATION NEWSLETTER 'Comes out Monthly.

,1 51, Alberta Terr., Sherwood Rise. A ýg
. 1 _

Around and on the weekend of the 12th June the.NAC group is planning to organise

a mass leafletting campaign with street meetings, street theatre,
' ...-1

discussion in the St Annes area. More news in the next newsleiter. A

BATTERED WTEES Phone Chris 35-5Q#O _.
Lesbian group Char 76410
SEX DISCRIMINATION Liz 3AA-2667 A,
W6men_N6w_____mnR6semary 36- 60612 .- ' 3 *,
WOMEN'S STREET THEATRE various women at 43081 Or 601593

"Writing"Group7 Write On Sisters Women at Q3081, 601593

CHILEAN FOLK CONCERT P @ 5" A pry ,Ä

INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY CENTRE 61b Mansfield Rd. 8p.m. FRI MAY 21st. 5op
., - - '.' _

CHILE SOLIDARTTY CAMPAIGN Contact 54 or 26 celvnlle Terr;;Nott'm.
-nluninni _ _' "

THE BUILDING -if Hall and rooms can be used by groups/individuals. Contact Adrian at
36, Gregory BoýTevard or Phone 600557. JUMBLE SALE SAT. 15th MAY 2p.m. ALL WELCOME

* SAT. & SUN. 22nd. & 25rd. MAY.WORKING WEEKEND AT THE BUILDING-

RIGHTS DAY SCHOOL - SATURDAY MAY 22nd. at the Teachers Centre,
> I _.

'2

Women's Charter
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W E W O N ' T P A Y: women's struggle on Tower Hill. Q g- 

 or, notes towards a political method.1  , 
This is the first of'a series of political reviewsg written to try and.
make sense of what is happening around us and to try and work out what
the revolutionary possibilities might be..è , ~ ,. y _,' _ y, _

I've,ehosen to reyiew ÄWe Wohrt Payó I * Y because of a local interest
in housing struggles at the moment, because it's focus is women in i
struggle and because of the general appI*$0h of the*pamphlút.H  - .

'-.ó r .. , V . _' . . ' ~ . -
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I Looxlwe AT THE SITUATIONó w. ..  _, d A

' ' " 1 . I - I

Every housing area isnit the same; the area in this pamphlet - Tower Hill,
a new housing estate near Liverpool 9_i$ 10years old an still growing,
built around an industrial estate of 200+ factories, thrown up on theô ~
edge of the city for the-victims of slum clearance and overspill. Many -
of the families have children under 5. The rent rise was the straw that~e
broke the camel's back.-In this situation, a rent strike could;perhaps,
beta useful action uniting all tenants. In a dockland or pit community
where all the men are getting the sack and everyone's moving on or in

' a slumyclearance"area, collapsing under neglect and including a lot of
A single or transient people the problems may well be different. The point "
is to look at the situation;~the peoplef their past, their problems._ "

I {In Liverpool, as everywhere, families and communities are split up
 through housing policy, and on new estates people have to rebuild

friendship and solidarity. I u

eTower Hill tenants did-this quicker than most new estates through,
the rent strike ... a long hard, mass struggle which marked it out
from other areas also fighting the Housing Finance Act. Through this

Rè struggle the working class on Tower Hill could begin to re-unify ' - "
itself, against the fractures created by capitalist 'development'.' '

Tó |

II WOMEN'S STRUGGLE 3  _ . I _ ,_
' ' $-

Looking at the situation of women they argue that:.  . ~
óThe point is not just women being involved but that they have Bomed

O thing-particular;to say and win.ó ... so they discuss ... 'womenFs
A struggle and its central role in unifying and building the autonomy

of the whole classó. S " ,

'i**Everyone comments on price rises and the houswifes budget. But only
the women's movement and some other women in struggles have really
gqt down to analyse the central struggle of housewives like all workers
for more money, less work and more'freedom to live well and happilyó...
(whether or not she is also in waged work).r c ó i  ~

Commenting on the rent strike they point out: i+ ô ô < i h  G"
è ,'For many women on Tower Hill the rent strike was a first taste of

.collectiveèstruggle, a time when they made friends and overcame the

.
- .,4--- _ - ,_

._ . , . . ' " < ...
j _ i i 1 j i , ,

Note..This is available from me, Mushroom Books, or from Big Flame-direet
i atl63Z Bristol Rd., Sally Oak, Birmingham 29.,(1Op) Itis also in Big.-

Flame Journal 1 (25p) which is also very good. It's written by BF Wdmen's
Commission.
 



'i_SQ1aótfi_()IL 311:1 ópf.-óI-.9Bj_Vi_tÄ1' fUIóO6Â1 O11 lfhcq; by as hguþþififýý on thþ

estate.ó ~ñ M c if
There were many many problems:

óObviously another factor affecting us was that as a small group of
women with young children we had a lot of work to do just maintaining
the homes and families, and just organising in a most basic way to have
meetings and see to the kids collectively. Even when we were in the
background of the Action Grou none of us were ever ódoing nothingó.ó
'...they knew why other women were.1ess involved. Men's attitudes to
women and womensó ideas about themselves could make them passive or
nervousó - , - _

The womens group in the estate (set up with the help of BF women) often
had a difficult time within the Rents Action Group.

óEither we failed to put across our ideas clearly or we were just knock- _
ed back. A lot of this was just the usual problem of not being used to
speaking in meetings, and being easily silenced by the confidence, and
even hostility of some men. We werealso discouraged by the view put
forward by some of the men that we were being divisive. Even though we
knew that the womens group was simply tring to break divisions that already
exisyed between militants and other tenants, between men and women etc.
Divisions which are not thought of as such because they are accepted as
the natural order of things. ó y - -

One of the biggest advantages of this pamphlet is the attempt to honestly
examine the failings as well of the successes of the rent strike, of I
womensó role within that and of BF's intervention. We Won't Pay inc1udes 
a lot of interesting discussion of the other activities of the womens group
as well as Big Flameós approach to struggle generallye 1

The Womensó Commission try óto explain why and how we are active on Tower
H111, and to describe some of the ideas of the womens groupó. They explain
that this is not meant to be óa complete description and analysis of the
rent strikeó. Y P ~~-S .

>1! * III # Ill * IF * 1|! * 1|! IF =1! it #I##1##*#**#_** .

* When you talk about it with some *~ Women get frustrated but they're told *
* of the women, they say; óI wish- * it's only a natural thing. It's typicalii

i

' I could be like that, I have not * of women and it'll pass. ... when
I got the nerve.ó But it only A * anything goes on, they laugh at her - *

takes once and you get the taste.*' óthat's not your worryó.-Y A
av 4: =|= =41 Ir 1: 4= I: # # 1: an ,

I
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III THE RENT STRIKE THREATENED  * A

The rent strike movement across the country didn't get strong enough to
defeat the Government and throw out the Unfair Rents Act (this happened
later with the help of the miners strike) and when the Court Orders threat-
ening arrest started coming a lot of the tensions broke out onto the surface.

| , . è

óIn a large mass meeting the kids made a noise and men told the women
to take them out. The simple question of organising it so that the
women didn't all have to leave was treated as 'womens liberation rubbishó
óCollective childcare was needed in some form as a political solution
to the isolation of woken. Many women couldn't come more involved
because these problems weren't worked out and they had to find personal
solutions.ó ó 
óMore and more individual men substituted brave but unrealistic rhetoric
for discussionó. A  1 A 1 no ,1

.

I've noticed this in connection with preventing eviction from squats.
. ~ ó.-

. - '

EVERYDAY LIFE & EMPTY RHETORIC - some conclusions.
"The total rent strike was itself a fantastic move towards political
autonomy. And it lasted a long time because of the activity and forms
of organisation that grew out of this. But autonomy can't be reduced to
supermilitancy. What was important was that the rent strike welded to ether
the dail stru le of the people on the estate into a united fight against
th t t d th ' t t p f ót 1' Thó ' * ~ ' l Wh the s a e an e in eres s o capi a 1sm.- is ls crucla . en e

_ working class starts to assert its own needs directly against capitalist






















