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3 recent film of the situation in Portugal revealed an important problem that.
has to be solved before the revolution becomes widespread and uniform through=
out the country. It is also highly rélevant for an industrial society like our’
own where the 'have-nots' are a minority but the 'have a little's form a large
part but exploited majority. .

Briefly, in the south of Portugal land was owned in large tracts by rich
absentee landlords. Come the revolution these farms were taken over by their
peasant workers and were a major acheivemnt of the revolution. In the north
the land is farmed by very small scale owner=-occuplers peasants and these
formed a large part of the resistdnce toithe revolution. (o
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My assumption is that the owner-occupier peasants of the north resisted the

revolution because they assumed thdat their land would be expropriated and that

 they would then be forced to become insecure 'tied' workers again - albelt on
state cooperatives. *

My thesis is that these groups of smallholdings = villages in fact - are
already very close to being a collective. One can single out a number of re-
asons for this: the farms are usually worked solely by the farmer and his
family so that all the ¢ rewards for effort and care lie with the 'workers';
decisions and the effect of these dechbsions are likewise all .borne by the
workers (this responsibility and the sense of value of living that it'generates
are strong motive forces for resisting 'state takeover'); there -is-little if
any capital available so the peasant is unable to hoard and speculate for want
of money himself -:in fact his lack of any surplusfyga}tﬁ;méanxthat{ﬁejcan
easily be exploited by the wholesaler buyers of his "produce ' (middle-menl). .-

Thus I believe the revolution should assure such smallholders of security
of tenure (say on farms of up té* 15 acres) and encourage increased cooperation
through capital grants for common machinery, etcC.. Surplus land could be welded
togather into immediate. high level, cooperatives for the non-owner peasants -
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andgﬁurplus”familyf@f7thé”émall"hbi&ings who might otherwise drift to the
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cities-might be attracted by 'work with responsibility' (usefully leading to

disintegration of the male parental dominance of owner occupier farms).
Such a method of agrarian.collectivisation seems to have been employed
in China in the 1940's and 1950's (J. Myrdal 'Report from a Chinese. village'
Pelican books). .| : > | YT T &
This model also provides an example of how to proceed in urban areas. .
Owner occupiers saisfying the: criteria of 'necessary! use of property would
be allowed to keep their own homes and once again 'non-necessary’ property
exiropriated, . b cegriia TR eyt | 1
Overall in such a plan a large part of the so-called middle classes are
often the most resistant to change as having little power lose first and -
lose what they have "'eaked out' with much 'blood sweat and tears! (they . -

provide the shock troups of the .réal benefactors of capitalism), ~.ii-0.
Thus all exploited classes become united in the revolution irrespective

of théir ‘official class labels. -

..

from an impression formed ‘during the film. I should really like to hear

Footnote: There are no facts in' this article as. I know nones It was written I

comments; criticisms and facts so.that any future 'articulations' from ‘me

are frade in the light of greater knowledge and understanding of this and any
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THEBUTLDING # THE BUILDING + THE BUILDING + BUILDING+ BUILD IT + BUILD IT.:
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This is on Grégory Boulevard on the corner of Noel/ ST. next to Hyson Greert .- ..
Girls Club. The building is fairly large: the main central area can accomo=.. . -
date about 75 dancing peopie with six smaller rooms. One is being used as a
kitchen and another as a workshop for printing, etc. There 1is a large dupli-

cator available A5 stencils,

What it could be used for?

Tt would make an excellent small conference centre, with a central area and
workshop rooms.
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it woﬁlq,he very suitable to use for films - anything foém political, funnies, ..
and classical stuff. There are a few people interestéd in this. Are you?
Also as a place for MEETINGS 3 - :

{?;65%81?@5 | A second-hand record exchange
BOOKSHOP | (a better deal than commercial
LIBRARY | record shops) opérates on
CAFE | - Thursday afternoons,

PLACE FOR KIDS
EXHIBITION CENTRE -
LAUDERETTE '
2 ETC.. | - p | o .
Is-anyone interested in 'Red October' Exhibition? The Russian Revlution was in
October, as was Hungary '56 and Germany 1918. A few people are going to do an
exhibition on the Revolution in Spain in 19%6 after the summer with speakers,
films, discussion, and original posters, pamphlets, books, etc.
- On Saturday mornings there is a kids get together.

Every Wednesday afternoon women are meeting, some with kids.

They say :

Some women are going to do exciting things down at the
building one evening a week--- self-defence, dance, theatre,
consciousness raising, writing and painting, printing, making
kites, etc. s A SRS ) i
‘ We want to explore, learn and create. We want women to get
| together, - . |
The first meeting is this Wednesday 23rd June at 2p.m. So women with
children come too. ' '

- Chris and Lynda

What needs doing?

Some electricallwork, fire signs, toilets and'painting.'
If you want to help come on |
' THURSDAYS to the Buildi 1lam. to 3pm, -

. WORKING pay ' --- - _SUNDAY J¥NE Ath ; i
WORKIN' DAY 4 This weekend 1s to coincide with the
WORK=~IN ' ‘SUNDAY 429 JUNE e CACTL conference. '

IF YOU WANT ANY INFORMATION, ETC., WANT TO HELP, ETC., RING 600337 or
CALL AT 36, GREGORY BOULEVARD OR AT THE BUILDING
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MEETINGS, MEETINGS AND MORE MEETINGS uvvooss.

(or ... who was this Trotsky bloke anyway?)

There are lots of meetings to go to ianottingham, Take an_average week.
- NAC,: Working Women's Charter, Battered Women, Womens' Liberation Group,

Gay workers, Amti-fascist Committee, Tenants Association, CACTL, Chile,
Portugal, Spain, and prob@&bly loads I've forgotten. Then at thée weekend
a national demonstration, a local picket, fund-raising, typing, duplicat-

ing, collating ... not to mention time off for reading and talking to

people. | _
Anyone who's uvnable to (or doesn't wanmt to) devote all hours of the day
and night to political activity of one kind or another has to make choices,
and it's finding a basis for prioritisation which I (and no doubt many
others) find difficult. Sometimes it's clearer - for example when a crisis
(such as the James White Bill) necessitates prompt and intensive activity,

butwitféfmUéh harder to decide on long-term ongoing involvements,























































