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PORTUGAL PORTUGAL PORTUGAL PORTUGAL PORTUGAL PORTUGAL PORTUGAL

A recent film of the situation in Portugal revealed an important problem thatg:..*

has to be solved before the revolution becomes widespread and uniform thrqugýý}
out the country. It is also highly relevant for an industrial society like ouiÔ
own where the óhave-nots' are a minority but the óhave a little's form a large
part but exploited majority. .

Briefly, in the south of Portugal land was owned in large tracts by rich
absentee landlords. Come the revolution these farms were taken over by their
peasant workers and were a major acheivemnt of the revolution. In the north
the land is farmed by very small scale ownerðoccupiers peasants and these_ _ _. _ . _ _,_ ._n_' .,. I ó E

formed a large part of the resistahcegtogthe revQlution.t '7*O.
My assumption is thatfthe@owneÄÄoÄÄupier peasantsfof_the north resisted the

revolution because they assumed that their land wbuld be expropriated and that
they would then be forced to become insecure 'tied' workers again - albeit on
state cooperatives. *

My thesis is that these groups of smallholdings - villages in fact - are
already very close to being a collective. One can single out,a number of re-

. . .- - . , 7 è I _ - \ ~ ,-

asons for this: the farms are usually worked solely by the farmer and his
family so that all the e rewards for effort and care lie with the óworkersô;
decisions and the effect of these decmsions are likewise allgborne by theñ
workers (this responsibility and the sense of value of living that itýgen®rates
are strong motive forces for resisting óstate takeoverf);fthereqiselittl® if
any capital available so the peasant is unable to hoard and speculate'fof want
of money himself ð;in fact his lack of any surplus ggalthrmeanwthatrhgacan
easily be exploited by the wholesaler buyers of hisfproduceÄ(middle%menJ. egg.

_ . , - V - . 1 1,,

Thus I believe the revolution,should assure such smallholders of_seeurityM
of tenure (say onÔfarms of up t3F15ñacres) and encourage increased cooperation1

., . - .

through capital grants for common machinery, etc.. Surplus land could be welded
togather intogimmediateuhighglaVQlg0ooperatives for the non-owner peasants -

. I .~ ~. - . u _ ,,| _ -Qó *1ó:-\ .

andgeurplus familyrdf the small holdings who might otherwise drift to the
cities might be attracted by ówork with responsibilityô (usefully leading to  
disintegration of the male parental dominance of owner occupier farms).-

'.!" I ' -

_Such a method of#agrarian;collectivisation seems to have been employed
in China in the 19þOls and 1950's (J. Myrdal óReport from a Chinese;village'
Pelican books). ñ 3 5 > A Á'\' ;?

\ J . '

This model also;provides an example of how to proceed in urban areas.5
Owner occupiers saisfying the criteria of 'necessary( use of property would
be allowed to keep EÄúÔRwQWÄghomes and once again ónon-necessaryô property

G I j Ii. I _® - - Q In I _ I j

Overall in such a plan a large part of the so-called middle classes are r_
often the most resistant to change as having little power lose first and w pf
lose what they have?'eaked outô with much óblood sweat and tears"(they j, þ
providefthe shock troups of the real benefactors of capitalism). _ 5;, 1 I

Thus all exploited classes becpme united in the rev0lution.irrespective_
Of their Qfficial class labú1S.rf" _Y5 . ~ f j--. _(; _ Q;

. _ , . _ ó , I . - . -0' _
Ió - I. -Q ó>1 _ . I _' - ,.. | .-_ 5

1 - .. . - '1 '- ' . - - - ' _ ' . " '. +|'_,, V ô .' '_, _ f . _ . .~ - _ . - _ __ _ .-
' - ' - ó - -ó _ . ' I ~ - r - - . ó- . - .' E. , , ._ - . __ . _ - . _ . . .' _ . - ~ - ' . . - .4 1-ó.

Footnote: There are'n@ facts in this article aspl know none. It was written  >
_ i " . ., _' ó . ' -

from.anÄimpressicn formed during the film. I should really like to hear l  
comments, critigisms and facts so that any future farticulations' fromfmeg
areiýade in thetlight Of greater knowledge andÄunderetanding of this and any _
other situation? _ 1 :;,";gfv~;J,1Ãg=T\=* r,óC,!:Ä" ñs 1  5%?!
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This is OD er®geey Bouieyare on the7oornerÄofKÄoelfSTÃ next to Hyson Green*f~,
Girls Club. The building is fairly large: theýmaiýycentral area can accomQ4,*Ä>
date about 75 dancing peeple with six smaller roomsi One is being used asla ñf
kitchen and another as a workshop for printing, etc. There is a large dupli-
cator available A5 stencils,
What it could_be_used for?v A ó if
It would make an excellent small conference centre, with a central area and c
workshop rooms.

~
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F =c IF YOU DONóT ... IT WON'T page 3
It would he very suitable to use for films - anything ream political, funnies,g,
and classical stuff. There are a few people interested in this. Are you? ó _
Alsoas a place for MEETINGS ;  - I

y e A second-hand record exchange
]xmsHOP (a better deal than commercial

 record shops) operates onLIBRARY
CAFE g _ (Thursday afternoons,

PLACE FOR KIDS   T -A
EXHIBITION CENTRE$, " A i
LAUDERETTE , A I

if; ETC., I sf yr I t V 7
Is anyone interested in óRed Octoberó Exhibition? The Russian Revlution was in ,
October, as was Hungary '56 and Germany 1918. A few people are going to do an
exhibition on the Revolution in Spein in 1956 after the summer with speakers,
films, discussion, and original posters, pamphlets, books, etc. , A

I On Saturday mornings there is a kids get togather., , y,

Every Wednesday afternoon women are meeting, some with kids.
 They say: Y V -,. ð

Some women are going to do exciting things down at the
building one evening a week-ð- self+defence, dance, theatre,
consciousness raising, writing and Painting, printing, making

' .kites, etc. , ; c .  ..,,. Mó
, We want to explore, learn and create. We want women to get,

. together. - è cl óA
The first meeting is this Wednesday.23rd June at 2p.m. So women with
children come too. w  c ,_ f  

- A ó V Chris and Lynda I

What needs doing? p w _ -  , A A _ A A, u
Some electrical work, fire signs, toilets and painting.i

If you want to help come on I
' pf  THURSDAYS to the Buildi 11am. to 3 m,'

'  è --- I SUNDAY J5ñ? 4th  v ;- HQEEEEELDAY __________. w a . Q
WORKIN' 'DAY , U A This weekend is to coincide with the"

~+ó WORK-IN RSUNDAY Ath JUNE .;- óòñò1JÁÁnfePenÁe- _
IF YOU WANT ANY INFORMATION, ETC., winm TO HELP, ETC., RING 600337 or = 
CALL AT 36, GREGORY BOULEVARD OR AT THE BUILDING V , . it V è E
*******#***#*****************#***********************************************#**

.

U
1 _ '

F
i MEETINGS, ,MEETINGS AND MORE MEETINGS .........

(or .., who was this Trotsky bloke anyway?) N A r_, My

There are lots of meetings to go to in Nottingham, Take an average week
_ NAC, Working Women's Charter, Battered Women, Womens' Liberation Grohp,
Gay workers, Aniiðfascist Committee, Tenants Association, CACTL, Chile, ó
Portugal, Spain, and prgbably loads I've forgotten. Then at the weekend ,
a national demonstration, a local picket, fund-raising, typing, dupligat-
ing, collating ,,, not to mention time off for reading and talking to
people,ò   i e gr - ,

<

Anyqne who's unable to (or doesn't want to) devote all hours of the day '
and night to political activity of one kind or another has to make choices,
and it's finding a basis fpr prioritisation which I (and no doubt many
others)_find difficult. Sometimes it's clearer - for example when a crisis

-4. . -

(sn®þtasþthe James White Bill) necessitates prompt and intensive activity,
but itfs much harder to decide on long-term ongoing involvements. "

, "' , .- I . .

___ ,, _ .,_____l._, ___,_ __, 



A c. I  ~ * cg, IF You DON'T1 .., IT WON'T . page 4  
I try ialking;as-a starting point} relevence to me and my life, but that
doesn't solve the pnoblem, ócos in one sense everything seems relevent,'
and in another sense everything seems, more or less, remote. So I carry on
more or less randomly, getting involved in things my friends are involved
in (not thatQI,think,that!s a particularly terrible reasonl), or doing
everything for a couple of weeks and nothing for the next six months.

I can't think of any easy solutions to this, especially as many of us
spend more than half the week doing tiring and tedious jobs, but, given
that we have to make choices, I've been trying to think of ways of making
these choices more meaningful. @i_- y

_-1 . - ,_,.. - I ' ' I

I'd say that a big barrier to meaningful participation inla lot of pol-V,
itical activity is simple lack of knowledge about exactly what's going qn,,
Some meetings sound like they're being conductednin code, and I qftenòñ*ñl
find myýelfYexpressing+scTidaritymwith people I know next ts hetýingtabout.
O.K. - I know I'd support'them if I did knOW mere about themifbutvthat
doesn't make me enthuisiastic about going and eXpreS$iýÄ my Ä6liÄÄPiÄY~
again next week, Lots of assnmptions are made byjspeakerSQai meanings (As
you no doubt"alIñknowm;,, etc), I find myself freqpently suffering not so
much from a lack of ideas but from a lack of context, background, histor-
ical perspú0tive 0Q_whatever you like to call it.w it i'~

óK -- . - . _ _

I know I'm not theronly person who feels like this -'only last week I was
talking to someone who was unable.to follow the proceedings at a conference
because she*didn'tñunderstand the internal workings of trade unions. So
what can we do about it? Read? But you come up against the same problems
- there's so much written, so where do younstart? Anyway, it takes a hell
of a lot of self-discipline to sit and plQH6h.Ährough masses of literature
in isolation from everybody else. And obviously, although lots of meetings;
could be de-jargonised a bit, certain assumptions have to be made (a,ò" _'
fleeting reference to Stalinism can't possibly be followed by a detailed
history of the Russian Revolutionl*).  , I A

One solution IEQ like tq see is am kind of ñSocialism for Idiots" Course
set up s a series of ihfeiaai but informative meetings for people like me,ó
preferably with some sort of continuity rather than just once-off topics.i
There are various ways it could be structured - people reading around*af:WU
topic and exchanging ideas/information, speakers, orma combination of the,ñ
two. Some suggestions for topics - historical backgrounds to situations in"
Chile, Portugal,_Spain, Russia, China etc, trade unions and how they work,
the developments of revolutionary movements, cqmmgnly hale Qgnpepts 11kg y
alienatieggaiialacticsa,,;vetc*etcl}Lad infinitum. '5 '(ñF7'ñP M

Anyone interested in participating, or helping with suggestions for reading
material on particular topics (preferably bothl)? How about getting some-
thing together for the autumn? If you're interested contact me at
66 Maud St., New Basford, or Keith c/o óIf you don't ...'

 _ Jean. , " (* and even that wouldnit be
Aó ,,.,enough,- typistegnoteiA REVIEW or DOSSIER 197A '&J ". I R  = y 'ñ*-~- p M

197A was a very important year when across the world the óOil Crisisè was _
re~organiSing the balance pf pdwer between the working Âlag5 gqdaqapiialpnt
while different parts ofcapital itselfwas joggling to_get'ontop;3in~Ô,
U.K. the,ToryiGovt, tried to-ehfqpqg discipline through thefthree;day; Ró?
week while the miners strike and all its,supporters politically hammered*'è

- - _ .fI_- I .

. . I|'.ó.' -- 1- _ ' I '\ IT h ' ó "

So, for revolutionaries it's important to know about the struggles that771
took place in this year - and,in jact, in every year - and how they effedt
each otheracross theòworld,,im,communities,_inIsocial relationships, in eò
new methods of work study, in,ddfferent investment plans, in legislation""ô
connected with skooling, the fami1y.etc, (PhewL)  ,_f_ ñQ ,i , v I

. , I I ,. _. _. . -._ . ~ I - -
. - .~ _ . _ , - .

_ _ . , ~ .I reviewed the Dossier,partlyfas a counter toua lot of usually libertarian
ideas which say: YAII I can do is do something about the situation I'm in
Here and Now". Other people's situations and struggles are óover thereó

ó .-av. ,1--1.-0--r

,ó Pô
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