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CAMPAIGN AGAINST A
CRIMINAL TRESPASS LAW

if you don't, it won't

HUNGARY MEETING

On thursday (llth November) getting on for 30 people gathered at the Building
for a meeting about the Hungarian Revolution of 1956, Bill Lomax showed a
large number of slides on the political background and military aspects of

the uprising and followed this up with an account of the activities of the

many workers' councils that were set up, Although the atmosphere at the meeting
was very relaxed the amount of discussion was small, I think this was mainly
due to two factors, Most of the people present had very little knowledge of
Hungary '56 (or any other time) before they came, and spent most of their
energy in teking in the information that was being given. Following on from .
this, péople had no pre-conceivedl theories or interpretations te bring to bear
on what Bill was saying. This is more a criticism of the media's attitude

to revolutionary struggle than of the structure of the meeting. It seems
incredible that so little is generally known of such an important subject,

The Left has much to learn from the struggles in Hungary and would do wel) to
look behind-the lies and distorticns perpetrated by the Soviet bloc (and its
allies) ani the Western press alike., It would do well too, to break through
the euphoria with which it tends to view such revolutionary struggles and look
critically at the atrocities committed by the revoluticnaries (even though ,
there were comparatively few)., This was something that Bill brought out in the m
meeting, showing that the mob viclence could be criticised not only from a
humanitarian point of view, but also from a tactical one, inasmuch as it
provided much-needed propagania for those who wished to misrepresent the

. uprising,

Even after the revoclution was crushed militarily, the sirikes went on until
.they were finally stopped by the imposition of the death penaly for strikers
~and those who incited them, While the strikes went on the Bank clerks worked -
one day a week - to pay the strikers their wages, "WE'LL TAKE THE MONEY BUT
NOT THE WORK", L

A further meeting, to be addressed by Peter Gowan of IMG on "Marxists and East-
ern Europe" will be held on Weds. 24th November at the International Community
Centre., If its half as good as the Building meeting it will be well worth

attending, See you there, |
Colin
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A report in the Guardian (11 Nov) gives the information that "A campaign was launched
yesterday to stop trespass being made a criminal offence", What they meant was

that a Labour M.P. (Audrey Wise) made a statement about the campaign yesterday

and it is therefore now officially "launched". The work that has been done over
the last months by many people in getting support from workers, students and com--
manity groups by a great deal of propaganda and argument is not seen as a campalgn,
After all, politics only happens in Parliament, doesn't it?,

Don't forget the Criminal Trespass and Direct Action Conference at Heading on

Nov. 27/28. A muet for all activists! More information Nottm. 708302,
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MARIE AND NO L MURRAY ARE DUE TO -
THE DUBLIN HANGINGS %
THE FACTS AND THE PEOPLE

E HANGED IN THE

. . REPUBLIC .OF IRELAND

On the 11th September 1975, the Allled Irish Bank, Dublln, was ralded by at‘

least ‘three people and £7ooo was stolen, The robbers were followed in a car t

by - an off-duty pollceman, Garda Reynolds, who was later found in Ste Annes e

Park, shot: in the head.

The "Dublin Evening Herald" ran head-
lines that the garda had benn shot by ana-
rchists, while at the time the police were
saying they did not know who was responsib-
le. A reward of £20, OOO was offered for in# .
formation. ‘

On September 23rd. the. pollce started
raiding the homes of all known anarchists
and the relatives ane friends of imprisoned

anarchists, plus the wide spectrum of people .

involved in community and welfare .organisa-
tions, including prisoners rights groups.
About 200 raids were carried out. One person
who was ""helping police with their enquiries"
was released with several ribs broken, anoths
er they put into hospital for three weeks.
They had all been asked to confess' to know-
ing who was re8pon51ble for the bank raid.

‘One of 'the people raided, interrogated
and later released in these raids‘was Ronan
Stenson, who worked for the Prisoners
Rights Organisation, which had .become an
embarressment to the government beeause of
their persistent exposure of 1nhuman prison -
conditions.

On October 9th Noel and Marle Murray
were arrested by 20-armed police as they -

 returned home. At 10,30 a.ms that: same day

Ronan Stenson was also plcked up from hlS

~ other peOple of similar background
-.only the police can say.

The three were initially interro=-
gated seperately. Stenson was beat-

~t¢nowith a hammer and a nylon rope,

as well as the normal methods of
fist beatings, humiliation and
1nt1m1dat10n. When he had 'confess=-
ed' he was taken to Curragh Mili-

..tary Prison where the army doctor -

who examined him on admission noted
that he had extensive bruising on
various parts of his body. He was
refused any independent medlcal

- &xamination.

The Murrays were 81mllarly
treated, Marie finally 'confessing'
verbally after 18 hours, having

... been put in the cell next to Noel's

where she could hear him belng
tortured. She was told that he
would be killed if he did not con=-
fess. Noel is said to have made a |

. zverball confessioits @

- Ronan Stenson was so badly
tortured that although he was put

~1a6n.trial with the.Musrays they had
- to stop the case against him and

transfer him to the prison hospital

where we believe he still is to this

Why did the police pick on these three° - day, still unfit for trialy although
Obviously the police had decided they were . we have heard he may now be in an
guilty, but whyy, is a question that only the:;trislationaoellr'His‘trial was due to

- polce can answer. All three were previosly ~begin again on the 4th October, We
known to the policé; Ronan Stenson because .. . ‘have not had any further news to .
of his activities ©n behalf of prisoners date. |

. Noel Murray was wanted already by the pol- Stenson and the MUrrays were
ice in connection with another matter (a brought before the Dublin Special
petrol attack on the Spanish Cultural Ins- Criminal Court for their trial. In
titute in 1974) and Marie Murray has at this court the case is not decided
least one previous conviction for which by a jury of 12 ordinary pwople, but
shei réeceived a suspended sentence - later by three judges appointed by the
squashed on appeal. Both the Murrays had 'government (one of whom had already
been 'in trouble with the.pollce' before, tried Noel Murray some years before
and the police had been in trouble with for another offence). At the trial
Ronan Sterison, Both.Marie and Noel were the main evideénce was the 'confess-
active anarohists. But what made the pOl“ e SONE Y. The spec1al court refused tO
ice single these three out from all the b@lﬁeve there was any torture, main-

home..

_
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“defense to produce any evidence to support

‘ théir claim. The condition of Ronan Stenson
must have made this pretence even more diff-
icult, and the abandoning of his trial due

tqiill'healthywaé inevitable.

”pfoducihg any evidence on any ma jor point
but the defendants were not permitted to be

present at all for a large part of the trial

including when the verdicts and sentences
were given. (Marie did attempt to make the

_ customary statement before sentence of death
~ but the judges would not allow even that).

., The Special Criminal Court was set up
in 1939: to hear cases involving large para-=
military organisations, specifically the
I.R.A., to'"prevent intimidation of the jury".
- (It appears more likely that the major fear
was not so much intimidation as the large
number of people sympathetic to the T RA,
 ‘who, if serving,on a jury, might vote for
-~ acquittal; also the amount of evidence off-
ered by the prosecution would not be enough
. to conﬁince.the'average'jury)..

; The Irish government are using the
court, which has no jury, and which was set
up to deal with the I.R.A., to try three
people who have no connection with the T.R.A,
and to sentence them to death, 1n order to

show how tough they are getting with the d... -
with Marie and Noel.

I,R;A}, in line with agreements with the
British government. | |

- ' The case has been deliberately. played
down: by the Irish’ state. They are to be
sacrificed to the electoral needs of the
Caolition which wishes to pose as the cham-:
pion of law and. order before the electorate,
yet preserve its tattered image as Irish
patriots; it wishes to show its EEC 'partn-
ers' (in economic terms, its masters) that
notwithstanding 'terrorist attacks( it is
still the most tranquil industrial country
for investment and labour free relations
that they can find to exploit.

A friend of ours brought up the case
with Amnesty International, to get them to
investigate the tortures, the court, the
trial, etec., but they showed little interest.
Apparently, 4 or 5 Dublin Ministers are :
members of Amnesty International and this
organisation has never been too keen to
defend those near these shores who come out
for their industrial and political rights.
Draw your own conclusionse i
3 Mr. Cooney, Justice Minister in a
government which supresses the most elemen-
tary womens rights (divorce, abortion choice,
contraception, even civil marriage) says |
cynically in defence of hanging women that
he understands "this is what equality of the
sexes is all about'"s Mr. Conor Cruise O'Brian

world reknown 'liberal' Labour Party minister °

referred to the Murrays as'murderers' even
pefore the farce of a trial had taken place-
pointing out that it could not prejudice the

The defence was not only hampered S

jury, as they were dispensing with one.

Inspite-of the Dublin govern-

ments assurence over Radio Eireann that

the Murrays were enjoying all possible
privileges, they are actually being

held under conditions so stringent that.
they contravene the United Nations con=
vention on the detention of prisoners.
Unable to recieve any visits and letters
whatsoever, except from Noel's parents,
both over 70 and in poor health, in

" conditions of solitaruy confinement in

condemned cells, without newspap €rs,
radio or books, the Murrays are thought
to be unaware of the defence campalilgns
now underway in their favour in most
European countriese.

The Irish government in early
September of this year, passed in almost
its entirety the Emergency Powers Act,
so making another giant step towards
the formation of a phlice state in which
211 freedom of expression ceases to exist.
At least 8 members of the Dublin Defence
Committee have been arrested for trying
to distribute leaflets and flyposting
about the case. The committee called for
two International days of action, on the

" 8¢h and 21st of October. Marches took
 place, including one in London as a

torchlight demonstration in solidarity

Ronan has not been condemned to
death. Bk Y e
, ‘Groups from Glasgow, Leicester

and Warwick joined the Londoners marcho,
On the 9th pickets took place in Leicester

and Birmingham as well as London. Action

is growing in this country. Groups have
been in contact with each other in-the
Fast and West Midlands- Birmingham:,
Coventry, Leicestere o s

The first meeting about the
Murrays in Nottingham will’take place .
this Monday 15th Nov. at 7:30 D, at
the Bilding, next to the Library on -
Gregory Boulevard. People are coming
to talk and discuss the case and how we
in Nottingham could help. Come along.
You may read this after the meeting. Not
to worry. 1f you are interested ring
Manuel at 600337 or write to  MURRAY

" DEFENCE GROUP, BOX 2, RISING FREE,

142, DRUMMOND STREET, RONDON, N.W.7.

You could also write your protest to-
The Irish Ambassador, Irish Embassy, .
17, Grosvenor Place, London. S.W.1. .
Tt's in Victoria, & stones throw -away

o

from the back garden of H.R.H. the queen-
Each Saturday between 10 and 12 a.m.

there is a picket of ‘the Irish Embassy

and of the Allied Irish Bank, Kilburn

High Rd., between 2 and4 p.m. If your
down that way lend a hand if you can.

SAVE THE MURRAYS; IT NAY BE YOU NEXT

o e,

























































