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REMEMBER THE REVOLUTION IN PORTUGAL ? ? ?

A year ago over 100 people went to see
the film VIVA PORTUGAL in Nottingham.
In 1975 everyone seemed interested

in the struggles of Portuguese

workers and peasants. Even the
traditional groups of the revoluticnary
left got involved - in fact they took over the
SOLIDARITY CAMPAIGN both locally and nationally.

But after the right-wing coup of 25 Nov 1975 they
. seem to have lost interest and discarded the
Portuguese workers' struggle onto what Trotsky
called 'the dustheap of history'.

BUT PORTUGAL IS STILL THERE - Portuguese workers and
peasants are still struggling to maintain the gains
they won during the months of revolution.

BUT PORTUGAL is no longer on the itinerary of the

' package-tour' revolutionaries - this year it's
Spain - next year, maybe somewhere else.

For the traditional revolutionary left PORTUGAL
was just another bandwagon for propagating their
own preconceived theories. They didn't believe
there was anything they could learn from the

%@ experiences of the Portuguese struggle, or from
the advanced consciousness of the Portuguese
working class.

vony left militants visited Portugal in 1975
. ning valuable experiences and insights.
But what has been done to analyse and pass on
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PORTUGAL - CHILE - BRITAIN The Rast London Portugal Solidarity

A 3-day Festival & Conference Group's pamphlet on WORKERS CONTROL
organised by Portugal and Chile - based on experiences of Portuguese
Solidarity Campaigns. workers themselves - is finally
Conway Hall, Red Lion Sq, Londor being produced.

18/19/20 FEB 1977. Charles Reeve's study of 25 Nov
————————— T ——————— THE PUTSCHIST CONCEPTION OF THE
TICKET FOR A TRACTOR CAMPAIGN SOCIAL REVOLUTION, so far available
A e only in Prench and Portuguese,

RAFFLE to buy a TRACTOR for the will be out in the New Year,

Agricultural Co-operative at Solidarity's book:s

BARCOUCO in Central Portugal. PORTUGAL - THE IMPOSSIBLE REVOLUTION ?
3 first prizes of 2 week holiday is promised for January - about £2.
for 2 in Portugal next year. Written by Phil Meyler, who's been

TICKETS 25P each or £1 for book of B "~ living in Portugal since before
| 25 APR 1974, this promises to be the

first account of the revolutionary
process as seen and experienced by
working people themselves.,

OUR COMMON STRUGGLE - Bulletin of the
AI S ' Portuguese Workers Co-ordinating Committee
: now comes out less regularly but in
special large issues. The first one,
LAND REFORM IN PORTUGAL, is out now
and available from Mushroom.

‘facism BiL)
never again!’
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COLLECTIVE CHILD CARE?

John's article on children in the last "If you don't" prompted a lot of questions
in my mind, and I'd like to elaborate on some of the points John raised, I must
admit to being a bit confused about the issue of child-care, but I think this

is partly due to the fact that a lot of discussions about children are generally
unclear and airy-fairy., Maybe some more articles like this one and John's will
throw some light on the subject., We hear a lot from some "left" groups about

the virtues of "collective child care', A babysitting rota has been started,

But what is collective child care? Is it the same as babysitting? I don't think

80,

Most of the child care activities proposed under the heading "collective child
~care" seem to be little more than babysitting, Their function is to relieve the
parents temporarily, Even self-organised playgroups, while having the addltional
benefits of enabling children to meet others of their age, do the same thing.
It's fairly easy to participate in this sort of activity, even if'you're a com-
paratively inexperienced adult, The child may be asleep, if its evening, or
easy to entertain for the short time involved., You don't have to know much |
about nappy-changing or getting a particular child to sleep. You don't have to
know the child as an individual,

I'm not trying to diminish the importance of this sort of self-help, It's really
important, if not absolutely essential, for par ents and childrens its flex1bllity
is its asset, But I don't think it's "collective child-care", |

To me "collective child-care" {aplies much more than this, It is a full sharing
of responsibility for the welfare and development of a child by a number of
people, It is a long term, elose relationship., I suppose a very basic form of
"collective child-care" is where both parents take equdl responsibility and have
equal involvement with a child - a surprisingly rare occurence, Gollective child
care would involve extending that arrangement to additional peopls,

Now that is really difficult to achieve, It is pretty hard to find a group of
adults and children who can be close enough for long enough to establlsh that sort

of relationship,

It has other faults too, One is that I’m not even sure if it's desirable for all
children at all ages, Babies have to be introduced very gradually to the world
and to sever their links witheir biological mother gently. It takes time for a
baby to be able to cope with and understand its own body, let alone the new and
frightening experiences of the world. A baby needs a very limited number of
people to relate to at first, and this number can be increased gradually as the
child gets older and can recognise and relate to other people., Children aren't
just objects to be passed from person to person for the sake of political ideas.
They have needs too -~ for security,. attachment and con31stency in relationshlps.

Another fault is that the call for "eollective chlld-care" often seems to be assoc-

iated with a devaluation of the role of parent or full-time childecarer, This is
clear when the argument behind it is that child care should be collectivised so
that that the chores and hardships are distributed and the unfortuate parents
(who usually try to disguise their identity by encouraging the child to use first
names rather than "mummy" and "daddy") can get on with more exciting "political"
- activities, But even when the argument is the different one that child care ,
is really fun, and it ought to be shared out, itsstill seems to be associated
with the idea that if you actually like caring for a child full-time, and want

to do it, you must be stagnating and should be pitied for being stuck with such
a boring unimaginative occupation, If you're a woman it's even worse, because
then you must be fulfillihg your "woman's role" right in line with your condit-
ioning « + « It seems to neglect the fact that child care can bs an enjoyable
stimlating and political activity in its own right, that people - even women
heaven forbid - might ghoose to 4o full-time, It's ironic that the women's move-
ment has been so concerned withigetting contrgception and abortion facilities
readily avallable, yet hasn't secmed to come to terms with the consequence

















































