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REMEMBER THE REVOLUTION IN PORTUGAL '? '2 ?
? t ñ@wÄ  ' . ~A year ago over 100 people went to see

I the film vrvn PORTUGAL in Nottingham.
P Q QT}-3 j_ úÄ"ô{:; Ä,;Ä-"%ó In 1975 everyone seemed interested

in the struggles of Portuguese
ów workers and peasants. Even the

traditional groups of the revolutionary
- left got involved - in fact they took over the

~  SOLIDARITY cnmuxon both locally and nationally.
vg:;%;QÄ~. _fv úf@fÔ?' A? But after the right-wing coup of 25 Nov 1975 they
f-;.®?ÄTtf* 5?g, *i@EDÄ<>ú V seem to have lost interest and discarded the
gagÃÄÄ_,&ÄÄú;%òfWJQpu/òiggT Portuguese workersó struggle onto what Trotsky
®g U.j;?ý}&Ä?ú??I'!ý<ly%W,? called óthe dustheap of historyó.

 (T/ñQ BUT PORTUGAL IS STILL THERE -- Portuguese workers and
_:fÄ}E,ý ';Ô=Ä;;* 't A peasants are still struggling to maintain the gains

dM,b-~j4",f;\li"w,, <:k\ they won during the months of revolution.
If \: BUT PORTUGAL is no longer on the itinerary of the

;>

7ÄÄTEZþQÄ'@$*7
;Ä"""\

ópackage-touró revolutionaries - this year it's

__yi:} {ta M, 'lgMk;.&nÄ~, there was anything they could learn from the
Âg®;;,A'* ,.sóg,Âr'r .f .,=rý%ÄE experiences of the Portuguese struggle, or from

' E- '%>_E<i. nò? i;,;;asÂs5%- the advanced consciousness of the Portuguese
' ?ó_-"Um-"óþ::"ó 9"-' * ' ' -. - "s '1 " """' ñ'4 'ñ"'-in C S I- ð" - - --..n-.,:._-. 1 ,. . .- - - . ....

Trey left militants visited Portugal in 1975
,;-ning valuable experiences and insights.
But what has been done to analyse and pass on

Ä=fô;,\. ýe, *1 E1: -s.~.:~_-.=. t'~ótÄt pe 1*.ó it. $3 !':C es ? SL1I'pIóiS ingly 1 it 1; 18 .
óZT-zft =-*1?ó '?r.:f3" of 1'-3' n--.-

óP ' * * * BUT NQT ALL IS LUST 2"

PORTUGAL ' cHIL& m BýóTAlNl The East Lenýen Portugal Solidarity
A 3-day Festival & Conference Groupie pamphlet on WORKERS CONTROL
organised by Portugal and Chile M based on experiences of Portuguese
Solidarity Campaigns. workers themselves - is finally
Conway Hall, Red Lion Sq, London being produced.
18/19/20 FEB 1977' Charles Reeve's study of 25 Nov 2 5
-------mm~è------- THE PUTSCHIST CONCEPTION OF THE Q
TICKET FOR ATRACTOR CAMPAIGN SOCIAL REVOLUTION, so far available ~
-r*HQ*"*I-"""ññññ-"-*ññ"ñ-ñ-'ñ* only in French and Portuguese,

RAFFLE to buy a rnncron for the will be Áñt in the Neñ Yearô  
Agricultural Co-operative at Solidarity's book:'
BARCOUCO in Central Portugal. PORTUGAL - THE IMPOSSIBLE REVOLUTION ?
3 first prizes of 2 week holiday is promised for January - about Ã2.
for 2 in Portugal next year. Written by Phil Meyler, who's been
TICKEES 25? each or Ã1 for book of 5. A living in Portugal since before

 _ 25 APR 1974, this promises to be the
"} t ~ 2 first account of the revolutionary

process as seen and experienced by
- ®þnl Â working people themselves.

N U NC A our common srnuocm - Bulletin of the
 ,1 S Portuguese Workers Co-ordinating Committee

ftóÄ?f, geyx A - now comes out less regularly but in
,5ó _ special large issues. The first one,

ó ., LAND REFORM IN PORTUGAL, is out now '
èsf:n 2 2 and available from Mushroom.

0' '3 .  i

L    ó pever again!ô

In -Ju® 5 . -t M In "ñó~ó. -Eñ. -
F, M Spain - next year, maybe somewhere else. u

. ; ;Äófjt,'*;,,""f?*ñ' For the traditional revolutionary left PORTUGAL Ä
ski? Agq, ;if;*//ii: was just another bandwagon for propagating their .| 5

,y@ú;èro, ;,;;ó1p!, own preconceived theories. They didn't believe . ,- Q, A -
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?COLLECTIVE CHILD CARE

John's article on children in the last "If you don't" prompted a lot of questions
in my mind, and I'd like to elaborate on some of the points John raised.  I must
admit to being a bit confused about the issue of child-care, but I think this
is partly due to the fact that a lot of discussions about children are generally
unclear and airy-fairy. Maybe some more articles like this one and John's will
throw some light on the subject. wo hear a lot from some "left" groups about
the virtues of "collective child care", A babysitting rota has been started.
But what is collective child care? Is it the same as babysitting? I don't think
BO; .

Most of the child care activities proposed under the heading "collective child
care" seem to be little more than babysitting. Their function is to relieve the
parents temporarily. Even self-organised playgroups, while having the additional
benefits of enabling children to meet others of their age, do the same thing. "
It's fairly easy to participate in this sort of activity, even ifóyou're a com-
paratively inexperienced adult. The child may be asleep, if its evening, or 
easy to entertain for the short time involved. You don't have to know much p
about nappy-changing or-getting a particular child to sleep. You don't have to
know the child as an individual.

I'm not trying to diminish the importance of this sort of self-help, It's really
important, if not absolutely essential, for par ents and children; its flexibility
is its asset. But I don't think it's "collective child-care". we A

T0 me "collective child-care? implies much more than this. It is a full sharing
of responsibility for the welfare and development of a child by a number of
people. It is a long term, close relationship. I suppose a very basic form of
"collective child-care" is where both parents take equal responsibility and have
equal involvement with a child - a surprisingly rare occurence. Collective child
care would involve extending that arrangement to additional people. N

Now that is really difficult to achieve. It is pretty hard to find a group of  
adults and children who can be close enough for long enough to establish that sort
of relationship. s è~i n t 4 2 -o ss*v" ò 2ñ

It has other faults too. One is that Iim not even sure if it's desirable for all
children at all ages. Babies have to be introduced very gradually to the world
and to sever their links witheir biological mother gently. It takes time for a
baby to be able to cope with and understand its own body, let alone the new and
frightening experiences of the world. A baby needs a very limited number of
people to relate to at first, and this number can be increased gradually as the
child gets older and can recognise and relate to otnor people.è Children aren't
just objects to be passed from person to person for the sake of political ideas.
They have needs too - for securitYo attachment and consistency in relationships. v

Another fault is that the call for "collective child-care" often seems to be assoc-
iated with a devaluation of the role of parent or full-time childoarer. This is
clear when the argument behind it is that child care should be collectivised so A
that that the chores and hardships are distributed and the unfortuate parents -
(who usually try to disguise their identity by encouraging the child to use first
names rather than "mummy" and "daddy") can gútiOH.with more exciting "political"
activities. But even when the argument is the different one that child care -
is really fun, and-it ought to be shared out, itestill seems to be associated
with the idea that if you actuallytlike caring for a child full-time, and want A b
to do it, you mat be stagnating and should be pitied for being stuck with such
a boring unimaginative occupation. If you're a womn it's even worse, because
then you mot be fulfilling your "womn's role" right in line with your condit-
ioning . . . It seems to neglect the fact that child care can be an enjoyable
stimulating and political activity in its own right, that people - even women
heaven forbid - might ghgose to do full-time. It's ironic that the women's move-
ment has been so concerned withigetting contraception and abortion facilities
readily available, yet hasn't seemed to come to terms with the consequence

 



If you don't . . .

of that which is that many more babies are now born which are really wanted by
their parents. I often have the uncomfortable, and I hope mistaken feeling, that
a lot of radical women fegard all women with babies as victims of their role, when
many of them have actually made a conscious and happy choice to be mothers.

Another point lid like to make is that many people who call for "collective
child-care" seem to see it as a new, revolutionary idea. In fact forms of mutual
aid in child care have-existed as long as humanity has. The tribal and eXt6Hded
family systems have often embodied true collective child care. The rigours of
industrialisation and urbanisation led to extensive and complex babysitting
arrangements among the working clasSes, In my street most of the families do this

1
so that parents can go out to work, or entertainment.r The only reason I don t
get more involved in it is that the families do things like hit their children,
and bribe them with lots of sweets, which I really don't want my child to getó
involved in, (Very middle-class?) So "collective child-care" is hardly a new _
thing. It's not necessarily revolutionary either. It helps people to survive in
the present system, It is also common among the middle classes. The N&t}0nal
Childbirth Trust , for instance, has long encouraged mutual support and aid g
between mothers of young children, Very commendable but hardly revolutionary.  

So I'd like to ask people to think before they use the slogan "collective child-
care". If they mean babysitting and playgroups then why not say so instead of
giving it the revolutionary mystique hhich is actually discouraging to many people
If they really mean collective child care then I think it's the sort of thing
which you can hope to achieve best by natural evolution from friendships, rather
than being generalised and sloganised about.- It's not particularly likely to
evolve from a babysitting rota. Most of all, please don't look on child care as
boring and unstimulating, because it isn't. Julie L 1
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CANPAIGN AGAINST A CRIMINAL TRESPASS LAW: WHAT NOWZ,,
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The "Criminal Law Bill" has already had its second reading in the House of Lords
and is well on its way to becoming law. The Bill is divided into three partsý -
the first dealing with Conspiracy, the second with Criminal Trespass and the ; "
third with Criminal Procedure. This last part has been portrayed as.a device, -
for increasing the fines for "football hooligans" but its major effect will be to
remove the right to trial by jury for a number of offences. The conspiracy part
of the Bill limits the charge of conspiracy to criminal offences (plus public
morals and decency). But, of course, this would exclude trespass, a civil~  g I
offence, This provides another reason for bringing trespass into the realm of
the criminal law. T I T " y my  _ _v _'

In introducing the Bill to Parliament the Home Office spokesman said that the i è
Government was not committed to the "narrow" provision of protecting occupiers
who had their property squatted but were open to suggestions on how to widen the g
scope of the Bill. lThis open invitation to the Tories to amend the Criminal ,
Trespass proposals has gone without comment in the labour movement which doesn't
look as if it's going to wake up until the police turn up in force to eject
occupiers in a factory sit-in, Even then the occupation is likely to have been
an unofficial one (not union recognised) and not worth making a fuss about. Don't
rock the boat, brothers! "Meantime life outside goes on all around you".

This Bill, in whatever form it comes, will affect many thousands of people in all
walks of life. GACTL is determined that it should be opposed, both inside and
outside the labour movement, both before and after it becomes law, There_willd
be a nationally co-ordinated day of action on February 19th including a march in I
London, There will be local action before then.  -

Contact: l5 Scotholme Avenue, I
Hyson Green.
Tel= 708302 Colin  
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