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FREERETA NS HIRS

"The monogamous relationship is the foundation
of our society. I'm not going to lash out at that..."
(Victor Lowndes, of PLAYBOY, talking on the Radio 4
programme WOGAN'S WORLD inl974)

The idea of property gives the form to all
relationships in our society. It underlies our
personal relationships too. It does not matter
whether you are legally married or merely living
together; the chances are that you suffer from the
same basic mystification. One person is the property
of the other. Each is each other‘s property, especi-
ally the woman., The message from the media sings the
same tune: "Baby be mine....I know she's mine.,..You
ain't woman enough to take my man".

i 1
Capitalism., Relations of -Production,
My factory, My workers, My profit,
My wife, My husband, My child,

My shoes, My God, My God,

Why hast thou forsaken me 7

Then the bitterness, the inevitable. jealousy. If
it's mine it can't be yours too. I use her so you
can't. Property is exclusive, only one owner is poss-
ible of such private possessions. The alternative is
unthinkable like someonc else drinking out of your
cup. So soon as it's for real it's for only two,
that's how you know it's real....Babe I'1ll love you

for ever, slip the ring on to show you're mine alone..

..That's so romantic, babe. Lock them together,
ideally in a detached house, as far as possible in a
detached 1life., Tell them that each can ¥atisfy the
other's need if only they try hard enough....Till
death us do part.
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Like a circle

going round and round

round and round

the same centre with perpetual motion
{ endlessly nowhere

Closed with a vow that
shuts like a lock

with a circular ring
in the end of its nose
symbolising

POWER

When it all falls through, don't try something
new - repeat the old medicine - "adultery" is
followed by a new marriage. Monogamy must prevail -
it's the easy way of keeping us all isolated in our
most dynamic feelings, handcuffed together,
Frustrated people, unfulfilled people, will work
harder, to acheive the mythical self-realisation tnat
only advertising can give,

But socialism is about sharing, about breakingz
down our isolation, about setting people free to
g¢ontrol their own lives in cooperation with others.

If our relationships aren't free, what else can re 7
Jealousy isn't inevitable. It is agonising to be
rejected, of course, but is it always rejection of me
for him/her ? She insisted she loved us both, at *he
same time, and courageously went on insisting it, and
in the end I realised she meant it, though I went
through all the useless, pointless, conventiona.
agony of Jjealousy. And after all, wnirt not arrogant

-

to suppose that I could have satisfied everything she
wanted from her relationships, myself alone 7 What
ultimate machismo, to think she should have no needs

I could not supply ! The age-old male illusion,
building self-respect on sexual prowess in particular,
a satisfied harem, or the next stag will take over
and leave you cuckolded, the impotent failure,

__—_—ﬁ
Me Tarzan, you Jane,
Me satisfy you

All your life through
You not complain
Or I go away agailn
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Just because he is accepted, I am not necessarily
rejected. I knew I wasn't. Change the images you use
and you can begin to change yourself. It's not "mine"
so I can't "lose" it, no one can "steal" it from me,
but she can go away from me even without that. She's
free, I'm free, we don't "belong" to each other, we
just want to be together, and share certain things.
So we don't blackmail each other into staying. In
open, free relationships everyone is there because
they want to be there and not somewhere else. They
don't stay together because of the blackmail threat-
"You'll hurt me if you go, so you must stay". It
feels good to know you're there because you like me
and want to be with me, not because I won't like you

again if you go away.
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Andrew loved his wife so much
He shut her in a rabbit hutch,
In front there were two lovely doors
But they were always shut of course.

Their marriage limped along Jjust fine
Rather like this stupid rhyme

Until she gnawed a hole one day

30 the wire netting fell away

Poor Andy flew into a rage

And swore that if she left the cage
He'd never let her back again

Because she'd caused him so much pain.,

Rather than see him so upset

She sald She'd stay and be his pet

And now when Andrew needs some petting
They do it through the wire netting,
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No, I'm not talking about sexual holidays but
about non--onpetitive, parallel relationships (going

on at the same time = but not necessarily in the same
place !!) that don't involve people rejecting A for B.
is one side of the knife edge - it's
tre re-uperation of the act of open relationship, the

A sexual holiday

trivialisation of it - only one relationship really

A it o the side doesn't count because it

v

matLlers

ioesn't change anything., If open relationships succeed
there's a dangerois domino effect (for capitalism) -
there's alwavs another person involvedy to convince,

to convert, to try and get them to abandon the old
mystifications., Of ~>urse people do get hurt -
soin-times even free relationships can involve real

re 2 vions,
interested in sex to go to work......

"Adultery" iz the other side of the knife edge.
it's not at ail an attack on monogamy, any more than
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IF YOU DON'T HIT IT . . , IT WON'T FALL

another issue of "If you don't" but not, I think, ancther step forward. This

issue contains mrstly articles of a nen-leocal, non-urgent nature, One remedy for
this woull be for us (the collective) to "eonscicusly" selicit and publish the
material we want to see in the newsletter, rather than just "unconsciously"
publishing any material that happens té be sent in, However, this would be a
mistake becauss we would become "reporters" of other peoples struggles, as opposed
to the coordinators of infermaticn and ideas stemming from the work of other
groups, The first "If , , . " (Nov, '75) stated that "How it levelops will depend
very much cn if people want to-uss it, and, if so, how thgy want to use it", If the
"use" is divided into a large number whe read it and the same 0ld few who write it:
failure., In my view the way for ths newsletter to develop is for pecple invelved
in local struggles to write abeut them. If ynu have any articles, information,
dates of .events, that you would like to see in the next issues, please send thenm

tos 15 Scotholms Avenus, Hyson Green, Phone 708302, or, COME TO THE NEXT "IF YOU
DON'T" MEETING 4T 18 PREMIER ROAD, FOREST FIELDS, ON WEDNESD.AY 18th MAY AT 7:304%,m,

The next issué of "If you den't" will be appearing very shertly and will be Aevoted
to anti-fascism.. The next 'normal' issue will be out (hopefully) for the begin-

ning of June, .
| Colin

| .BDNTENTS: Free Relationships: On the Streets:-Chile TU letter: CACTL: Books
- Diary: Family First Rules 0OK? Co=-op Action Group: Women in China: Cartoon

i IETTER

We have Beceived the frllewing letter., We fell that some of the poihts raised
deserve further discussion, and would welcome contributicns frem other people,

Dear If you don't,

I was. interested to read two of your recent issues (collected from Mashreoom) but
was struck by some obviocus crantradictions that must have struck you, but were
published anyway cn account of a lenient editorial policy, cne can only presunme,

In Other News (Mar/April issue) you say that a Kiis publishing collective will be
prolucing a mag shortly. "Kid" is a derngabory anti-child word ranking with
"Darky" or "Bird", beth affecticnate but imperialistic or male orisntated iwords
before censciousness or racism and sexism rutlawed such terms, If it is nc longer
lone te compare a weman with a feathered animal, it should no longer be done to
compare a child with an offspring ~f a bearded, horned animal.

1t was stated that the work published in the nag would be non-sexist, anti-sexist,
non-racist anl anti-racist, but not anti-sexual or nen-sexual. This weuld appear

to be completely absurd, If they are "Kids" then presumably they have nct reached
adolescence and therefore these terms are of completely nebulcus significancs to
them, and any opinions they have are likely to be inherited from adults with whem
they asscciate., Therefore in a sense they will bs publishing brainwashed attitudes.
These distinctions are hard for an adult to define clearly so how 2re their idealrg-
ical complexitiss tr be preperly appreciated by readers of below 11 yrs nl1d4, (Or

1s it to be r~ne of those mags where the fun is in writing it, but no body is expected
to read it?)

The use of the complex terms in your article serves teo substantiate my suspicion
that the editerial prlicy will be cne that is placed upeon the "kids" by their
%anciateﬂ adults, and is therefore a prticularly iniquiteus form of brainwashing
cr cultural imperialism. Why ne just let the "Kids" publish and be damned, as you
1id with that poen, ‘ :

Yours, with frienily interest,

Dawid A Nicholshn;Cole
Lenton




CRIMINAL TRESPASS - A LIBERAL VIEW

On 14 December last year an exclusive cligue mainly of gross, quasi-alcoholic
bigots assembled in the House of Lords teo vote on what cculd be the meost signifi-
cant piece of civil liberties legislation this decade, the Criminal Law Bill,
Part II of this comptises the iniquitous Criminal Trespass proposals which will
cive police Araconian powers to immediately intervene in squatting, occupging

and picketing situations at the crucial early sta:es. FPrevious HIf you don!ts”
have covered the five exact proposals in more detail.

Most of the smears and myths used by the law and order lobby were unsuprisingly
perpetrated in the Lords debate, Lord Mansfield said that "many people sympathised
with the problems of innocent victims of the present housing shertage, but there

were many instances when squatters were more cencerned with free accommeodation

than a roof over their heads", (BBC) Unfortunately he forget to cite any of the
thousands of examples, and sumpathy stops neither rain nor sledgehammers, He went

aon:. "There should be no difference between somecne whe stole a dwelling and some-

one who stole ancther kind of chattel". (Police are aivised to keep watch for
drug-crazed hippies with tow ropes or™ 500,000 cubic feet pockets). Proposing

the Bill for the government Lord Harris of Greenwich requested the "views of beth
Houses on whether there was a need for a wider provision (our emphasis) to deal

with squatting which . . . prevented local hecusing authorities from discharging .
their responsibilities", (Like Lambeti Council no doubt, which demolishes 18

gond homes a month to make way for 'open space' as they put it)., Only two pecplg
Lords Wigoder and Gifford, provided anything approaching opposition, and even then
couched in relatively cautious terms., - Lady MacLecd "complained that the government
1id1 not seem to be tackling the problem of homelessness at all"(BBC), yet immediately
before that she had saii that the provisions "would help to prevent a great deal

of damage to property". Presumably she hasn't seen County Court sheriffs and
bailiffs in action at four in the morning. It's this twised and perversé logic
which recurrs thematically amonset the Bill's supporters, and yet manages to
achieve its objectives in much the same way as the National Front manages to main-
tain an image of being the opponents of not cnly the trades unions but also inter-
national capitalism and high finance, |

Certainly the anti-=squatter brigade have taken a leaf cut of Goebbel's beok -
repeating a lie until it's accepted as the truth - to geol effect. The general
public now believes that squatters are poised in the shadows realy tc pouhce on
their homes as they go on holiday or out shopping, and CACTL and other activists
seem to be helpless in countering the smears, All the denials in the werld, all
they examples of the reality will 4o no good; the idea has been planted in thelir
heads and Callaghan and Co, can press full steam ahead knowing they have near 100%
public support. | |

THE STATE GET IT RIGHT

Right from th start the State's tactics have been ingenious, unmatched almost any-

where else., The continual changine of the *aw Commission's suggestiocns through Z
1974/5 and early 1976 rendered CACIL's information quickly ‘cbsolete, requiring

regular updating of legal explanations of considerable complexity, This also pre-

vented the opposition from building into a broad movement as quickly as 1t migh't

otherwise have done: you just can't explain the intricacies of eonspiracy law, and

the significance of a 600 year legal precedent, the difference between torts and

crimes and the relation to practical situations all in a nutshell,

Again, when the five specific nffences were createl by the Commission this could
have been interpreted as a liberalisation at a first glance - "violence to secure
entry" seems to be about violence until you read between the lines and find it
covers mere presence of large numbers and so on. The measures are packaged neatly:
someone in the Law Commissicn would go far in advertising,

Again, when the Bill was presented before Parliament hardly a word was aaid of Part
II: full marks to the strategist who decided to include the measures as a small
part of a general "overhaul" Bill encompassing such diversities as drunken Ariving
rabies smuggling and football hooliganism, the £1000 fines for which drew off all
the establishment Press attention, |





























































