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"The monogamous relationship is the foundation

of our society. I'm not going to lash out at that..."
(Victor Lowndes, of PLAYBOY, talking on the Radio Lè
programme WOGAN'S WORLD inl974)

The idea of property gives the form to all
relationships in our society. It underlies our
personal relationships too. It does not matter
whether you are legally married or merely living
together; the chances are that you suffer from the
same basic mystification. One person is the property
of the other. Each is each other's property, especi-
ally the woman. The message from the media sings the
same tune: "Baby be mine....I know she's mine....You
ain't woman enough to take my man".

Capitalism, Relations of Production.
My factory, My workers, My profit,
My wife, My husband, My child,
My shoes, My God, My God,
Why hast thou forsaken me ?

Then the bitterness, the inevitable jealousy. If
it's mine it can't be yours too. I use her so you
can't. Property is exclusive, only one owner is poss-
ible of such private possessions. The alternative is
unthinkable like someone else drinking out of your
cup. So soon as it's for real it's for only two, I
that's how you know it's real....Babe I'll love you
for ever. slip the ring on to show you're mine alone.
..That's so romantic, babe. Lock them together,
ideally in a detached house, as far as possible in a
detached life. Tell them that each can satisfy they
other's need if only they try hard enough....Till
death us do part.

Like a circle
going round and round
round and round
the same centre with perpetual motion
endlessly nowhere

Closed with a vow that
shuts like a lock
with a circular ring
in the end of its nose
symbolising
POWER

' When it all falls through, don't try something
new - repeat the old medicine ð "adultery" is
followed by a new marriage. Monogamy must prevail ð
it's the easy way of keeping us all isolated in our
most dynamic feelings, handcuffed together.
Frustrated people, unfulfilled people, will work
harder, to acheive the mythical self-realisation tnat
only advertising can give.

But socialism is about sharing, about breaking
down our isolation, about setting people free to
control their own lives in cooperation with others.
If our relationships aren't free, what else can he ?

Jealousy isn't inevitable. It is agonising to be
rejected, of course, but is it always rejection cf me
for him/her ? She insisted she loved us both, at the
same time, and courageously went on insisting it, and
in the end I realised she meant it, though I went
through all the useless, pointless, conventional
agony of jealousy. And after all, wI1:rt not arrogant

,.-

to suppose that I could have satisfied everything she
wanted from her relationships, myself alone ? What
ultimate machismo, to think she should have no needs
I could not supply f The age-old male illusion,
building self-respect on sexual prowess in particular,
a satisfied harem, or the next stag will take over
and leave you cuckolded, the impotent failure.

Me Tarzan, you Jane,
Me satisfy you
All your life through
You not complain
Or I go away again

Just because he_is accepted, I am not necessarily
rejected. I knew I wasn't. Change the images you use
and you can begin to change yourself. It's not "mine"
so I can't "lose" it, no one can "steal" it from me,
but she can go away from me even without that. She's
free, I'm free, we don't "belong" to each other, we
just want to be together, and share certain things.
So we don't blackmail each other into staying. In_
open, free relationships everyone is there because
they want to be there and not somewhere else. They
don't stay together because of the blackmail threat-
"You'll hurt me if you go, so you must stay". It
feels good to know you're there because you like me
and want to be with me, not because I won't like you
again if you go away.

Andrew loved his wife so much _
He shut her in a rabbit hutch.
In front there were two lovely doors
But they were always shut of course.

Their marriage limped along just fine '
Rather like this stupid rhyme
Until she gnawed a hole one day
So the wire netting fell away

Poor Andy flew into a rage
And swore that if she left the cage
He'd never let her back again
Because she'd caused him so much pain.

Rather than see him so upset
She said She'd stay and be his pet
And now when Andrew needs some petting
They do it through the wire netting.

No, I'm not talking about sexual holidays but
about Hon-?Oþpú*ltlVú, parallel relationships (going
on at the same time ð but not necessarily in the same
place ff) that don't involve people rejecting A for B.
A sexual holiday is one side of the knife edge - it's
t*e recuperation of the act of open relationship, the
Lrivialisation of it - only one relationship really
matters. A hit on the side doesn't count because it
ioesn't change anything. If open relationships succeed
there's a dangcrais domino effect (for capitalism) -
there's always another person involvedq to convince,
to tonvert, to try and get them to abandon the old
mystificatione. Of caurse people do get hurt -
sir times even free relationships can involve real
reje tints. But you never know - people might get too
interested in sex to go to work . . . . ..

"Adultery" is the other side of the knife edge.
it's not at all an attack on monogamy, any more than

c-on-mmeo mo PM-,Ã 8
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IF YOU Donlr HIT IT'. .'; IT womlr FALL
Another issue of "If you don't" but not, I think, another step forward. This
issue contains mostly articles of a non-local, non-urgent nature. One remedy for
this would be for us (the collective) to "consciously" solicit and publish the
material we want to see in the newsletter, rather than just "unconsciously",
publishing any material that happens ti be sent in. However, this would be a
mistake because we would become "reporters" of other peoples struggles, as opposed
to the coordinators of information and ideas stemming from the work of other
groups, fThe first "If . . . " (Nov, '75) stated that "How it develops will depend
very much on if people want to use it, and, if so, how they want to use it". If the
"use" is divided into a large number who read it and the same old few who write it:
failure. In my view the way for the newsletter to develop is for people involved
in local struggles to write about them. .If you have any articles, information,
-dates of,events, that you would like to see in the next issues, please send them
to: l5 Scotholme Avenue, Hyson Green, Phone 708302, or, COME TO THE NEXT "IF YOU
DON'T" MEETING nT l8 PREMIER ROAD, FOREST FIELDS, ON WEDNESDnY 18th MAY iT 7.30 p,m,

The next issuedof "If you don't" will be appearing very shortly and will be devoted
to anti-fascism.) The next ónormalô issue will be out (hopefully) for the beginè
ning of June. A '@, a  _ _

T -.  Colin. ' 0
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H "k  A LETTER

We have deceived the following letter, We fell that some of the points raised
. V . ., u 1 ó ó p _. -, . I , J _ 1 ydeserve further discussion, and would welcome COHtIlbUtlfHS from rther peop e.

Dear If you don't, , '

I was interested to read two of your recent issues (collected from Nushroom)[but'
was struck by some obvious contradictions that must have struck you, but were
published anyway on account of a lenient editorial policy, one can only presume,

In Other News (Mar/April issue) you say that a Kids publishing collective will be
producing a mag shortly, "Kid" is a derogatory antiechild word ranking with
"Darky" or "Bird", both affectionate but imperialistic or male orientated words
before consciousness or racism and sexism outlawed such terms. If it is no longer
done to compare a woman with e feathered animal, it should no longer be done to
compare a child with an offspring of a bearded, horned animal.

It was stated that the work published in the mag would be non-sexist, anti-sexist,
noneracist and.anti-racist, but not anti-sexual or non-sexual. This would appear
to be completely absurd. If they are "Kids" then presumably they have not reached
adolescence and therefore these terms are of completely nebulous significance to '
them, and any opinions they have ere likely to be inherited from adults with whom

Th f ' 1 sf th óll b uklishinv brainwashed attitudes..they associate. . ere ore in a sense ey wi e p J "c g _ * c è  
These distinctions are hard for an adult-to define clearly so how are their ideolog-
ical complexities to be properly appreciated by readers of below ll yrs old. (Or
is it to be one of those mags where the fun is in writing it, but no body is expected
to read it?)

The use of the complex terms in your article serves to substantiate my suspicion
that the editorial policy will be one that is placed upon the "kids" by their
apsociated adults, and is therefore a prticularly iniquitous form of brainwashing
or cultural imperialism. Why no just let the "Kids" publish and be damned, as you
did with that poem. - v '

Yours, with friendly interest,

David A Nicholson-Cole .
Lenton



-ó -_ _ 1ó ~rCRIMINAL TRESPaSS - A LIBERAL VIEW

0n l4 December last year an exclusive clique mainly of gross, quasi-alcoholic
bigots assembled in the House of Lords to vote on what could be the most signifi-
cant
Part
give
and
have

piece of civil liberties legislation this decade, the Criminal Law Bill.
II of this comprises the iniquitous Criminal Trespass proposals which will
police draconian powers to immediately intervene in squatting, occupying
picketing situations at the crucial early stages. Previous "If you don'ts"
covered the five exact proposals in more detail.

"1ô

Most of the smears and myths used by the law and order lobby were unsuprisihgly
perpetrated in the Lords debate, Lord Mansfield said that "many people sympathised
with the problems of innocent victims of the present housing shortage, but there
were many instances when squatters were more concerned with free accommodation .
than a roof over their heads", (BBC) Unfortunately he forgot to cite any of the
thousands of examples, and sumpathy stops neither rain nor sledgehammers. He went
ons, "There should be no difference between someone who stole a dwelling and some-

ô one who stole another kind of chattel"," (Police are advised to keep watch for
drug-crazed hippies with tow ropes or" 500,000 cubic feet pockets). Proposing
the Bill for the government Lord Harris of Greenwich requested the "views of both
Houses on whether there was a need for a wider provision (our emphasis) to deal -
with squatting which . . . prevented local housing authorities from discharging -
their responsibilities". (Like Lambeth Council no doubt, which demolishes 18 ó
good homes a month to make way for óopen spaceó as they put it). Only two people Y
Lords Wigoder and Gifford, provided anything approaching opposition, and egen then
couched in relatively cautious terms. ~Lady NacLeod "complained that the government
did not seem to be tackling the problem of homelessness at all"(BBC), yet immediately
before that she had said that the provisions "would help to prevent a great deal
of damage to property". Presumably she hasn't seen County Court sheriffs and
bailiffs in action at four in the morning. It's this twised and perverse logic
which recurrs thematically amongst the Bill's supporters, and yet manages to
achieve its objectives in much the same way as the National Front manages to main-
tain an image of being the opponents of not only the trades unions but also inter-
national capitalism and high finance, C

Certainly the anti-squatter brigade have taken a leaf out of Goebbel's boom -
repeating a lie until it's accepted as the truth - to good effect. "The general
public now believes that squatters are poised in the shadows ready to pouhce on
their homes as they go on holiday or out shopping, and CACTL and other activists
seem to be helpless in countering the smears. all the denials in the world, all
they examples of the reality will do no good; the idea has been planted in their
heads and Callaghan and Co. can press full steam ahead knowing they have near l00%
public support. ' L _

THE STATE GET IT RIGHT

Right from th start the State's tactics have been ingenious, unmatched almost any-
where else. The continual changing of the ñaw Commission's suggestions through ,
1974/5 and early 1976 rendered CACTLós information quickly'obsolete, requiring
regular updating of legal explanations of considerable complexity, This also pre-
vented the opposition from building into a broad movement as quickly as it might
otherwise have done; you just can't explain the intricacies of conspiracy law, and
the significance of a 600 year legal precedent, the difference between torts and
crimes and the relation to practical situations all in a nutshell. -

Again, when the five specific offences were created by the Commission this could
have been interpreted as a liberalisation at a first glance - "violence to secure
entry" seems to be about violence until you read between the lines and find it
covers mere presence of large numbers and so on. The measures are packaged neatly:
someone in the Law Commission would go far in advertising.

Again, when the Bill was presented before Parliament hardly a word was said of Part
II: full marks to the strategist who decided to include the measures as a small
part of a general "overhaul" Bill encompassing such diversities as drunken driving
rabies smuggling and football hooliganism, the Ã1000 fines for which drew off all
the establishment Press attention, '
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J- the first offence of vio ence Ir en ry - wt ~ = pp y .ó , y
sit-ins; a subtle distortion. It was true, but three of the other four offences
- clauses 7, 8, & l0 - do. The dishonest slant of the article provoked a certain
R. Salt of Standerstead to write propesting that the offence of entering would not
apply to squatters occupting empty property! "If occupation of university premises
and factories is also to be allowed", said Mr.(sic) Salt, "the new offence seems
to apply only to entering homes which the tenants or Owners arein residence, but
are absent temporarily for a short time. This appears to be of little value. I
have not seen any cases of squatting reported which fall into this category", An
admission from a private lanlord that squatters occupy unused buildings and not
people's homes, then, but in a mish-mash of incorrect facts designed to defuse the
Bill's opposition and increase the indignation of the right wing. I

All these aspects, coupled with the sudden change in name in December from Criminal
Justice Bill to Criminal Law Bill, the creation of indecision in the opposition
movement by the rumour that the Bill might be dropped, the uncertainty of the
timing of the proposals, the emphasis on (a)irrelevances like football hooliganism
(the Ã1000 fines were the main headline on man national dailies, indicating an
efficient PB set up with press crime reportersg and (b)on the occasions when
 trespass is covered, on squatting (when the proposals in fact threaten workers,
students and travellers), have served to further the governments's interest and
minimise opposition. The government's tactics have been highly successful. But'
perhaps the most disturbing tactic is the use of cowoption e the granting of a
meagre reform, namely a limitation on conspiracy sentences in Part I of the Bill
with no change in rules of evidence - which serves a dual purpose: (i)it weakens
opposition to the Birl by giving it a "decent face" to present, and (ii)it will
make any future campaign to abolish conspiracy that much harder, by1removing the
most appealing argument against it - the absurdity of higher sentences for conspir-
acy than for the action itself; and future governments will be able to point to
this Bill, when enacted, as a recent "reform" in bringing the law up to date and
in touch with common sense.

C CTL FrLLS BY TPE UIISIDE

How has baCTL reacted to this well-oiled machineô To give it credit, it has done
wonders with a tiny budret and limited facilities But th- demonstration was a
balls up Not all due to C bTL , the route was pgp in a densly populated area and
th low attendance at Hi hbury rields an embarrassment cnCTL have a healthy
disregard for authority but it doesn't engender public support to over lo the
anarchy line, ilCh as I personally approve of 1+ Slogans such as "Occupations
IN' lN' IN'" sound more like "lets occupy for tho hell of it" than being forced
into it by economic and or social circumst noes, anl arc playin straight into the
hands of the rioht win,. Its dust not good snout- to say t at tnat's not what they
mean, its wnat can be interpret d that coun+s I approved oi Colin's article in
"If you don'tó No. l5, until the last phrase "Property is iheft', a ain meanin, ess
and destructive - thank's Colin I'll core round and have your stereo, 0n0TL must
present a temdered front like the NCCL "nd Release have done, and show that it has
constructive and well considered attiinable proposals to reform the law the other
way, for examwle by eat-ndin the I965 Bent not harassment provisions to all
occupiers and similar short term proposals the ion_ term solution being the
impelementation oi a full housing programme , it must align itself more with 'res-
pectabie" oroanisations for media purposes - for example qu ting the Institute of
Personnel Management which agrees that occupations oi factories are usually a last
resort by workers with a genuine sens, f ,Tl6VaPCF to draw attention to their
plight and effect a remedy, be it throuoh a work-in or whatever The present
smash-tnestat~" approach o 6n0TL is n t WCTKIHF, although I a"ree that with the

media boycott they're navino to put up with that's hardly surprising, IEmphasis
pn direct action is fine, long as it's cl arly framed in the context in which
that Iirect action becomes necessary

John Bachelor

P S That D of E suppressed report on squatting favourable to C CTL's position,
is summarised in London Free Press No, l9 availabl from Muchroom

Again, the terms of application of the offences were publicised in as confusing a
way as possible. Cn 26 November last year the Daily Telegraph wrote that Clause 6

" l fo t " ould not a l to factor or student
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