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IT as PATENTLY UNTRUE THAT MALE
ANARCHISTS USUALLY LEAD LIVES COMPATIBLE

IN PRACTICE WITH THE THEORIES, AND
IMPLICATIONS OF THEORIES WHICH THEY ESPOUSE.
its ói i" "" lcñó BUTINERER  W9 KING ON ITL!
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NOTTINGHAM ANARCHIST GROUP
MEETS REGULARLY. INTERESTED? C/o MUSHROOM

I

THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION
BURN FROM THE HUPES AND STRUGGLES UF MILLIUN5
UF RUSSIAN PEOPLE. STRANGLED AND TRAMPLED BY A
SELF-HPPDIMTED saws or eunenucears IN NUUEMBER
191?. FiNALLY BRUTALcVóMURDERED IN MARCH 1921

"THEY WILL msi AQKNII
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IF YOU DON'T HIT IT...
...IT WON'T FALL -

I NUNEER 23
DECEMEEý,1977
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EQEE: tg be ggllectedil

Back copies of Peace News,
Socialist Worker, Red Weekly V
and If You Don't. All
archive material. From
Keith Venables. Tel: 789326

I  or 708302

-o0o- I

From the Leeds-based "Futures
Studies Centre Newsletter";
"IF IOU, DON'T,.." REVIEWEDS!

(The) magazine claims it is
the "only credible publication * 
in the struggle against the
forces of international cap-
italism". Based in Nottingham,
it is parochially internation-
al, giving a forum for the _
local groups - such as anar-
chists and women's rights -
who are concerned about
national and international
matters. For such a radical,
activist stand, it is amaz-
ingly "sit-down-and-let's-
see-what's-going-on" rather
than "get-up-and-do-something-
about-it" without debate and
publicity. It has articles
on the National Front, the
Criminal Trespass Law, Ire-
land's National Union of  
Students, Free, though don-
ations requested. (sic to
the whole lot (last sentence
exceptedl ))
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These are some of the thoughts I have on the issue Of raP8- I h0P8

it will provide some kind of starting point for women to think/ talk

abmlt 0

Rape is a threat to all women - whether they acknowledge it consciously
or not. A woman can be raped irrespective of her age, her class, her

sexuality. Thererore l cannot agree with the women against nape/
Wages for Housework analysis that the problem is an economic one -

that if women were economically independent they could afford taxis etc.

and so avoid rape. Male taxi drivers have also been reported as rapistst
Over half the number of rapes take place in the home. That a woman
might be a grandmother, a lesbian, or financially independent is no

guaranteed defence against a rapist. All women may be raped.

Rape is the end of the continuum of humiliation and assault with which

we live. Much of society's attitude towards the rapist and his victim

is based on an individualistic approach. This minimises the causes, the

effects, and the degree of rape within the society. It tries to place

the blame on the individual man and woman and not on society itself.

Rape is a learned response - it is not instinctive. It is the inevit-

able result of the sexist teaching/socialisation procedures of society.   

This individualistic aptroach ignores the connection between rape and other

forms of violence experlrnced by women eg. battering \There is a strong

connection between the battered woman and the raped woman - the attempt ' 
tmentalisation

to concentrate on individual cases is the old tactic of compar

- a much used and deviously effective liberal form of control).

This continuum of humiliation and assault is something which we have
all experienced and still do experience. we experience much of it as

we walk along the streets in daytime as well as at night. The verbal

abuse, the kerb crawlers, being followed, fondled or approached, being

whistled at, called out to (hel=o darling), the bloody penetrating,

assessing, devouring stares iq thnugh up were goods for sale On &

shop CCQHCLT ð n". ó  e .. Q r ruin but as a free take-away. The s

ñestrictions on c ."è..onts. ;hc stares and in~ initial nilsþýe

shen we walk -nt: = 3n; on our own. The Bh0P Windohs Bcream at us!

_l _ - _

ð_ 7 T W -717 _ 1-



the television and radio assault us with their sexist assumptions, the

media of advertising capitalising out of and reinforcing our passivity,
-the actual pain of this humiliation in its incessant attempt to hammer

us back to submissiveness. ln short - to state the obvious - awareness

is fucking painfult who has not walked along the streets alone 1i night

clenching their fists, being ready to run, listening for the SOu$þg of

the street, wondering whether that person walking behind is male or female,

whether he is following or not....and so it goes on, the continuing averyday

hassles we experience as women. The ideology behind this patriarchal

humiliation being that we are women, that therefmre they kthe men) have _

a MIGHT to intrude - in any way - upon us, and then we should feel _

pleased, flattered and validated even by their intrusion. Rape is the

final and most violent, and equally the most inevitable result of this deeply

ingrained and learned right of men to intude upon women. Society fosters

and reinforces this right in millions of ways every day. And we too have

been conditioned to acccyt this intrusion as part of our lives. one of

the main reasons we don't retaliate is because we doubt iur Ihysical

strength and because we are not accustomed to expressing our anger \our

anger is not ófeminiue'). In bristol we had an afternoon of body
-

exercises which showed us that we were much stronyer than we thought -

and as for being 'femininc- - we have every right ts be angry and to

express our anger as the s'tuaticnèÂxnvuuk3. we realised that we had

our own strength - that it is mot the same as men's - that we cannot 

punch like they do - that we have a different strength - our own -

that we can know that strength and then develop it.

bany men, including those on the loft, feel threatened by women in the _

movement and on the left itself, by strong women. an the other hand,

the media etc. try to convince us sf our weakness, of the fact that we

cannot change things-on our own, that we haven't the necessary skills

and powers. ihey try and contain us by trying to make us believe that we

are not strong enough. whey are whens and they can only be right if we

UU believe them. ME hhST wOT. What is it they fear in us? Whatever it
is, óviolence against women is definitely on the increaseó KTV). Don't

ysu think it rather paradoxical that as we become less passive they attack

more. Are their attacks a MFóLfCýtutlOn of theur need for defence?  
1
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This then is the situation. What can an anti~rape group do about it ?
~

In Nottingham there appears to be, from some women, a Ãeeling~against

campaign groupsqi Whilst many; of their criticisms are valid there are
. . . 1 .

equally valid reasons for women working together around the problem of rape

or whatever. M , _ i ;; 1% è c  l* '-

I see such a group working on many levels; pl DO NOT see it as a reform
. " '~ ' \-.

group. cThe attempt to Change the laws on rape is but a small part of the

whole - to expend lots of energy on reform in this way is LQDfpTOd&ÄtiV8
' 1 . ~n

and easily contained by the state and the media ð eg-look at NAC. óIf-we

_ accept that rape is part of this continuum then that whole continuum must be

continuouslj fought and_challenged s this being as painful as it is the

l\

support and strength of otherôwomen is an absolute necessity. any good
campaign group be a consciousness raising group and a support groupL must , p ðI

if it is to maintain and perpetuate the energy of the women in that group-

Consciousness raising is not something which stops when we leave a CR group:

it is a never ending process and we must accept it as such if we are not to
I

a ' U ' ó - \

become complacent with our individual lives; if we are not to develop efficient g
' .

blocking mechanisms against the pain of awarenessè we ourselves must acquire

skills to enable us to help raped women - demystification of the legal and
medical professions. We must learn how to be supportive to raped women

without being at all judgemental (for if they've reported it then they've had

quite ÁnÁñeh sf beiea þedged anyway ~ the PÁ;iÁe5lih?oP??Ä9@ daetor and then
the judge and joey itself, uithou* saying anything of the media, acquaintances
etc). We must help then make raeir own decisions - take control of their

Own lives (the techniques of ;a~eounselling are very.useIul for this). In

. order to beÂeffective at eel ;sg raped women we will need a stiwcture of some

kind. A Rape Crisis Centre will need a lot of woman power but it ig within
our possibilities to run a Rape-Line a couple of times a~weekÂ Als0q*b6Cau8B

all women may be raped, it is an issue which crosses many Oi the sOðCall8d
' t \_-

. ,-

barriers which operate with the movement itself è age, class and sexuality.
-0 -
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