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~ FOREST FIELDS PEACE GROUP

\""Fort‘:y' yeai's ago this vyear the first atomic bombs wére_

exploded over Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Ever since then the
nuclear weapons stockpiles of the world have been growing at

a phenomenal rate. There is now enough explosive power to
destroy the life of the World at least ten times over.

In recent years the acceleration of the arms race has
brought the risk of a nuclear war frighteningly close. This
acceleration can be seen in Britain in the deployment of
Cruise missiles and the purchase of the Trident programme.

At the same time, however, more and more people throughout
Europe and the World are recognising the insanity of the war
preparations and are fighting to turn the tide for PEACE.
Lasting peace can only be achieved through the active
involvement, at grassroots level, of people from all walks
of life combining to oppose the Arms Race. |

Forest Fields Peace Group is one of many groups of such
people committed to raising awareness of the issues in their
local area. We are open to everybody in the Forest Fields
and Hyson Green areas who is concerned about the Earth we
share. We welcome all new members to come to our meetings,

which are held at 7.30pm on the second Wednesday and fourth
Thursday of each month, at Forest Fields Neighbourhood

Centre, 69 Wiverton Road. For further information about FFPG
please phone Paddy or Cathy on 788655.

'CONTRIBUTIONS

Contributions'in the form of letters or

articles about the peace movement, arms 0/0 |

race or relevent issues are most welcome ’c”o, PO(J %
Membership "of FFPG is only £l yearly. and | /;,O.f’b:"eq, 4_4,
you receive this newsletter(or one like . 001:/4’0/; 7 :G/;,’ O‘k
it) every time it comes out ~generally I}'DOQQO’O’.O’ /0:,, Raty,
monthly. * i -86/,: %, % 2 \Op

If you would like to make a contribution

S e 0a,;
or join or make a donation or just find ' 5 Gy ‘g‘/% r,"eolo"’e%’fb
outs nore about FFPG, please contact us » ""beo ”Je‘ko’be&e@g%lxa
at the Neighbourhood Centre, 69 Wiverton O ”a,ge'?ff o ;,%o,- .
Road, or Phone Paddy or Cathy on 788655. T ;Ze"eo'o"’/of’?e’ «f(i'?&’
#+ # . * .'*_ * K * i I e T A 0),”630
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DEFEND MOLESWORTH. EAST MIDLANDS REGIONAL DEMONSTRATION. FEBRUARY 20th.

The campaign tc defend Molesworth against Cruise missiles is well under way, and gathe-
ers power and momentum daily. As part of the national CND campaign to disrupt and res-
ist the turning of an 800 acre disused airfield into a second Greenham Common,The East
Midlands contribution began with a demonstration on Wednesday February 20th.

Three coachloads of people went from Nottingham, and over 300 people attended the
the protest, on a day that offered passionate confirmation of the peace movement's
intention to succeed at Molesworth, In the knowledge that the majority of British -
people clearly do not want a second cruise missile base in this country.

In so many ways - through hourly protest of noise and chanting and music, through
decoration of the fence, through highly successful non violent direct action, most
of all through a determined day-long physical presence - that intention, and the
passionate belief behind it, was revealed- to those constructing the fence around
the base, and those guarding it, to the television and radio and newspaper reporters
covering the event, to the Government convinced that force and genocide rhetoric
will allow them to realise their objectives, and, most important of all, to the
ordinary men, women and children of this country who, growing in awareness of the
terrible threat to life created by nuclear weapons, are treated with scorn by a
government determined to ignore the weight of public opinion opposed to the pres-
ence of American Cruise missiles in Britain. The campaign at Molesworth is a CND
campaign :but it is also much much more -~ it is the peoples' campaign, a voice of
protest refusing to be silenced, refusging to allow another part of Britain to be -
desecrated, to be turned into a base.prgpared and ready to destroy millions of people.

Non violent direst action carried that protest beyond the barbed wire and the razor
wire, and into the heart of the base. Forest Fields Peace Group contributed to this
action, and were wholly successful in carrying out a plan to pierce the fence erected
in such a blaze of publicity. The fact that 40 or so people entered the base(a fact
unreported by the BBC, whose brief, distorted coverage of the protest informed the
nation that demonstrators had attempted to get into Molesworth) reflescted the organ-
ised determination of the protest. But it also signaled, once again, and powerfully,
that active participation in the struggle for peace, can lead to success. Mr Heselt-
ine's police-and-military mob had, unsurprisingly, perhaps inevitahkly, opted for
brute force at Molesworth, in an operation described,by the 'Daily Express' as 'The
Battle of Molegworth', And there, for all participating on February ytpwere the
results . to see- a bleak, mud and green expanse of land, ringed by a fence compased
of barbed and razor wire coils, inside of which workers toiled to construct a larger
permanent fence. Keep out, keep out it coldly cried. Echoed by the wary guards:
police? army? MOD police? Titles matter less and less~ the manner and mode of control
is increasingly military. On a day when Margaret Thatcher proudly announced to US
Congress her support for Reagan's insane star wars plan, and the MOD finally acknow-
ledged that the US National Guard was training in Britain, with the British army,
Molesworth illustrated nakedly, chillingly, the process of militarisation occurring
in this country.

But crude, brute force is a steel ring round emptiness. Attacking dife, it is lifeless,
anti-life, It can fold, crumble, if people want it to, and believe in their living,
peace-loving strenghh. The brute force was saying keep out, go away. Those there
opposing that could laugh at themselves: a jumbly collection of guardian readers sport-
ing odd fashions, balaclaves, face paints, improvised leg protectors and welders gaunt-
lets: But could succeed- the guardsand threatening fence could not stop that, just as

the police-military personnel had no answers to those inside, beyond patronage, or
insult, or the shaky effort to maintain indifference.

The campaign to defend Molesworth against Cruise missiles is well under way. It is our
land to reclaim. It is out right to reclaim it. Let us do that and succeed. I gazed at
many guards on February 20th. I saw many things, including contempt and hatred: but

I never saw belief. They were there by force: but nothing else: and they knew it.

LES PARSONS. BA. FFPG.













