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GREENHAM WOMEN THWART NATO  .
The nuclear state is powerful and ruth-
less: individual human beings are tiny, ,
fragile,vulnerable. Confronted by the
vast power of the nuclear state, a person
can easily feel that there is no point in
trying to act against the terrible, real
threat of nuclear holocaust created for
all of us by the ever-spiralling nuclear
arms race.
The woman's peace camp at Greenham Common
has for four years provided a living,vital
symbol of resistance to that insane nuclea
arms race.Similarly it has represented a
refusal to sit back and passively accept
what is happening in our country. The woma
at Greenham Common have been,and remain,
prepared to confront the nuclear state,and
all it's awesome,inhuman power.
They have refused to be defeated or driven
off. Four years on, and there are Cruise
lmiSSi19S at Greenham Common: but they are
there as enemy missiles, unwanted by the
ordinary people of Britain.And the Greenham
Womn are still there too - despite the
persistent verbal and physical abuse from
police,army and courts,and the persistent
attempts by the reactionary press to vilify 'Wa ahowad their Caarage and añVÂ ?

. . ó . . - ó

SHADOWS OVER
On August 6th,the 40th anniversary of the
nuclear bombing of Hiroshima,the peace
movement in Nottingham,including many
members of Forest Fields Peace Group,
participated in the International Shadow
Project. The Project,deliberately peaceful
and non-criminal remembered those who, y
unsuspecting,were close to the centre of
the nuclear explosion. Such was the blast
heat that they were literally vaporised. 
Nothing was left but a 'shadowó outline on
the street where seconds before there was
a human being,flesh and blood like us.In
painting shadow outlines of human forms,
The Project conveyed the horror of'that
death in communities across the world,and
reminded us all that a similar fate awaits
us unless we act to en the terrible threat
of nuclear war.
In Nottingham that peaceful,serious protest

them,and the Government's determined effort 
to persecute and prosecute them.And while
they remain at Creenham Coamon,so the
spirit of peace and life also renains,right
there beside the genocide base.

The Ninistry of Defence has consistentlyó _
denied the Greenham Women's effect and in- i
fluence:but the Ministry of Oefence, like
George Orwe1l's 'ñinistry of Truthó is con-
cerned not with truth but with telling us
what it wants us to believe. (Perhaps that  
is why it changed it's nape from,"The war
Office"). On August 25th,l985, it was con- f
firmed that the US NATO Commander for

Europe has publicly acknowledged ( in a  
magazine article) that the Greenham Peace
Camp has 'adversely' effected the depmoya I
ment of Cruise missiles ~ in particular
peaceful resistance has limited the number
of Cruise convoys from the base,and also
influenced the times at which they enter
and leave the base.
If a tiny handful of peaceful women can
directly effect the ruthless NATO war-
plannerS,what could we all achieve ig Q
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Les Parsons. Forest Fields Peace droup.

NOTTINGHAM  
outrage in Nottingham. Many councillors
have spoken up in support of those detained.
Nottinghamshire police have been forced to
conduct an investigation into the complaints.
The new Police Complaints Authority have
decided to oversee this investigation,because
of it's serious nature. P  
Now, lO of the ll arrested are to be appear
in court on October 2nd. 8 were not summonsed
until after the dossier was made public

and the police investigation intiated. The
police want the court to bind them over to
keep the peace. Their "crime",in the police's
view ? That their involvement in the Shadow
Project on August 6th was " a disturbance
amounting to a breach of the peace " 1
tOver the past months FFPG Newsletter has
drawn attention to the erosion of civil
liberties and the increasingly harsh polic-
ing methods being used to deter protest '

brought a harsh and punitive police response. against nuclear "aaPÁna in GB-we await
ll people were arrested. They were detained with interest and concern the outcome of
for up to 14 hours in bare cells with no
facilities. Most were verbally abused:some

the court case on October 2nd.   
we will report fulóy on that case, and it's

were physically abused. A dossier of accounts implications in our next issuezand present
of their experience in police custody was drawn the responses of our local elected rep-
up and made public. It has provoked a sense of resentatives to the whole affair.
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' TREATMENT NOT rmosufr
' - . - . - - -'~ -. è -_ V. ' _ .

A major new campaign of opposition to the
Trident nuclear missile system has been
launched by more than 3,000 GP's,hospital
doctors,and health workers, members of the
Nedical Campaign.Against Nuclear Weapons
( MCANW). "Treatment Not Trident" will be
the theme of the campaign.In the next six
months hundreds of thousands ofñpatients
will be given leaflets demanding thati
Trident be scrapped, and the estimated t
Ã11 billion cost be used instead to make
necessary improvements in health services
by :-
1. Alleviating child poverty
2. Buying kidney machines
3. Improving care for the elderly
4. Setting up a cervical cancer screening

service for women.

This will be the first time that a large
chunk of the medical profession has taken
political action on nuclear weapons. Sig-
nificantly MCANW includes in it's member-
ship three Nobel prize winners, and over
30 Professors ofòMedicine. Their campaign
against Trident has been launched by Sir
Douglas Black, former President of the
British Nedical Association. It is impor-
tant and courageous that so many members
of such a respected profession are pre-
pared to take up such a political stance
but in reality they are merely performing
their real task, as workers concerned with
the health of the community. As the Chair
person of PYGANW, Dr. Stephen Farrow, has
said of the new campaign : -

" Patients will be given a little preven-
tive medicine. Some will not welcome it,
but we feel that now is the time to con-
front them with unwelcome facts. "  

It is those "unwelcome facts" that make it
no surprise to see doctors and other health i
workers launching the "Treatment Not Trident" 
campaign. For as the British Government pre-  
pares to pour even more of our money into
the insane nuclear arms race, we are witness- 
ing the gradual breakdown of our National
Health Service. Five doctors, in an open
letter summed up the situation recently :-

òOur daily experiences of working in widely
fdiffering backgrounds in hospital and comm-
unity practice tell the same story - in-
adequate funding ; cuts in facilities ;
lengthening waiting lists ; strain on NHS
staff trying bravely to meet diminishing
increasing burdens with diminishing re-
sources. "

, 3

That is the reality of Thatcherite
Britain. As the NHS cracks under the
strain of underfunding, it is no
surprise to realise that expenditure
on defence has increased in real
terms by more than three per cent per
annum between 1979/80 and 1984/85. The
"Treatment Not Trident" campaign
draws attention to the growing im-
balance of national priorities between
health and defence. Our government's
insistence on going ahead with Trident
despite so much opposition reveals how
little value they place on human life.

Again, the five doctors sum this up :-

"The allocation of government public
spending reflects the whole sense of
political priorities of our society,
which can at present be expressed by
noting that we are prepared to spend
upwards of Ã11 billion on the Trident
missile system while being unable to
find Ã60 million to prevent unnecessary
deaths from renal failure. "

Far from contributing to the Jecrrity
of this country the unforgivable waste
of money on Trident increases the risk
of nuclear attack on Britain,and can
play no part in any rational defence
plan. Claims that it is a simple re-  
placement for Polaris, for example, are
simply not true. Trident is likely to
escalate between 8 and 17 times over
Polaris the number of targets attack-
able. It is also much more accurate,and
therefore a much greater threat to
Russia. Like Polaris, Trident will be
assigned to NATO except in cases of
extreme national necessity.Its accuracy
would enable it to destroy óhardenedô
targets, such as Soviet command centres
and missile silos, and it will be tar-
geted accordingly in NATO (American)
strategic plans.  
It will therefore make Britain,and
especially Trident's Clyde bases,amonrst
the most threatening areas of the world
in any nuclear war - and thus one of
first places to be attacked.
Trident is there for one reason only -
to fight nuclear war. In the words of
a former Trident missile designer,
Robert Aldridge,it is, "The ultimate  
first strike nuclear weapon".
TTEATMENT OR.TRIDsNT ?

It's our choice.
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BARBARA.  

ómagistrate sacked
A ñagistrate has been iis;'s:ed fror
the bench by the lord Chancellor,Lond
Hailsham, for having the courage to
protest and tell the truth about the
Government's nuclear war planning.
The magistrate, Kathleen Cripps, took
part in a demonstration outside her
court in Derbyshire last year, in supp-
ort of a Greenham Common woman. She
carried a banner proclaiming :-
" Say No To Illegal State Policy."
She was dismissed for this and no
other reason. A High Court judge has
upheld the dismissal,and ruled that she
should pay court costs of appeal -
Ã3,000. Kathleen Cripps earns about
Ã4,000 a year. After the ruling she
said ;-
" I always thought that a magistrate
had the rights of a normal individual.l
I entered the magistracy in 1980 as a
representative of ordinary people."
Unfortunately the nuclear state has no
concern for the rights of ordinary
people. Kathleen Cripps has been sacked
not for legal but political reasons,
and for telling the truth. The British
Government's nuclear war planning breaks
both International Law and our own  
Genocide Act. Let us hope that more
magistrates are prepared to tell the
truth and act on it. .










