


CENTRAL AMERICAN SOLIDARITY CAMPAIGN
- What we do

Increasing people's awareness of Central
America, and turning this into
sclidarity - that is the aim of the
Central American Solidarity Campaign.
We believe that the region, in common
with others, have the right ' to
self-determination. That is they have
the right to decide their future without
Us funded dictatorship, without CIA
funded mercenaries, without military
intervention and without economic
blockade organised by the US and
Britain.
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We try to obtain both material aid for
Nicaragua and the liberated=-zones of El
Salvador and political solidarity with
the revolutionary people and their
organisations. = We organise the
collection of material-aid that is of
practical. wuse 1in Nicaragua and El
Salvador, which is anything from paper
and pencils to pharmaceuticals. With a
large proportion of Nicaragua's GNP, by
necessity, being rallocated to defence,
this aid from solidarity movements and
foreign governments is vital.

Our 1986 Container Appeal campaign
includes targetting CND as a donor.

The other side of our activity is
political solidarity. We in Britain can
play our part by, preparing the way for a
mass anti-war movement like that which
arose with US intervention in Vietnam.

In Nottingham, CASC wants to help build
a Direct Link Committee. The purpose of
which 1s to ‘promote the 1linking of
groups and organisations in Notts with
similar groups in Jugalpa, giving people

in Notts direct access to people in
Nicaragua. We hope that this will make
many more people aware of what the 1979
Revolution means to ' Nicaraguans - all
the better to defend it against Reagan
and Thatcher attacks.:

Central America Week

During "Central America Week", 17th to
23rd March, we will be discussing with
people and promoting the idea of direct
links. We will also be organising

" meetings and other events on the themes

of = trade unions, education, children,
development, women, peace, church, and
health., On March 21st we have a priest
visiting Nottingham, he has worked as a
teacher 1n El Salvador for 40 years.
Also there will be meetings for miners
with Dave Boyle, a sacked miner who went
to El Salvador as part of the recent
trade union delegation. - Any-suggestions
for other during "Central America Week"

- are welcome.

Contact:CASC, Box 2, 118 Mansfield Road,
Nottingham. Tel; 582369
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This.newslettér was compiled by....

Articles - Paddy, Earl, Jaz, CASC,
John Birdsall,
Typing - Alison, Viv, Jaz.

§ Lay-out - Alison, Jaz,
§ Printing - Jaz.
i Collating - Jaz, others,
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CRUISE MISSILES
- A Brief History

n December 12th 1979 NATO amnounced plans to
site Cruise missiles throughout Western Europe.
NATO is controlled by the United States, ,
Cruise & Pershing missiles are financed by the
United States.

The Cruise & Pershing missile bases in Europe will

be controlled by armed forces of the United States.

%6 Cruise missiles will be sited at Greenham
Common in Berkshire & 64 at Molssworth in
Cambridgeshire.

Each Cruise missile has a destructive power 16
times greater tan the bomb which killed 140,000

at Hiroshima in 1945,

Cruise missiles can be fired from mobile launchers
which will be dispersed into the English
countryside.

Cruise missiles have already arrived at Greenham

Common, all 96 of them.

The Wamen's Peace Camp at Greenham Comman has
successfully publicised and disrupted the train-
ing operation of the Cruise base for 44 years.

Cruise missiles are plamed to be operational
at Molesworth by 1988.

(n February 6th 1985, the Rainbow Village at

Molesworth was forcibly evicted by ex-Minister
of Defence Michael Heseltine and 1300 troops, &

perimeter fences were erected at a cost of over
£3 million.

A campaign of non-violent direct action (NVDA)
was launchad by CND to publicise & disrupt the
develppment of Molesworth as a Cruise base.

On February 6th 1986 CND organised a mass blockade
of all the gates at Molssworth to commemorate

the eviction of the peace campers & the erection
of the perimeter fences.

Creise missiles are part of a United States plan
to develop first-strike capability. This means
that Cruise missiles are not to be used to
retaliate against attack, but are to be used
first before the enemy has attacked.
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'MOLESWORTH

BLOCKADE

For many people who ook part in the Moleswortn
Blockade an February 6th the strongest memory they
may have of the day is being extremely cold &
tired. I hope they also remember what a signifie
cant, important & successful day it was too.

The intention of the day was to stop all traffic

entering or leaving the base, & therby disrupting
construction work for the day. We would block all
four gates by simply sitting downiin front of them.
This we did & no traffic passed through.

Over 320 people from Nottingham took part in the
blockade with dozens of others acting in organ—
ising capacities. An estimated 4,000 people took
part in the blockade throughout the day & were
joined by leading politicians & personalities.
Everyone who took part knew they faced the
possibility of arrest. As it tumed out the
weather dictated the days events. The sub-zero
temperature meant that no construction work was
possible. The police did not try to bemove the

blockaders.

DETERMINATION

It was the first time in over 20 years that
National CND had organised a mass non-violent
direct action (NVDA) exercise. The size & stren-
gth of the action shows the resolve, commitment &
determination of the peace movement to stop
Averican Cruise missiles being sited in this
country.

Above all else it shows the enormous power that
we as individuals can have together. |

Next time we must try to close the basg for days
not hours. It may again be cold & tiring. We
may be arrested & detained. We may be physically
or verbally abused. We may be intimidated &
frightened. But together we will be strong.

And since the issue at stake is the survival of
our country & our planet, these discamforts &
unpleasant experiences are small sacrifices.

Will you be there next time ?
Paddy Carstairs.













